
Town of Windsor Locks  
 Senior Center Study Committee
[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the April 26, 2021 Meeting  


Chairman, Michael Rosadini called the Senior Center Study Committee meeting to order at 5:32 pm. This meeting was held via teleconferencing.


Members Present:  Ann Marie Claffey, Rosemary Cunningham,  Ken Wiggin, Lenny Montemerlo ,  Sue Cannon, Michael Rosadini,  Norm Boucher, Sandy Sylvester,  Scott Storms,  Mike Wrabel, Mark Whitten, Roger Nelson, Mary Campbell and Gail Stegman 


Also Present: First Selectman Christopher Kervick


Members Absent: Gloria Clark


Approval of the February 22, 2021 Meeting Minutes:  Sue Cannon made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 22, 2021 meeting as presented.  Lenny Montemerlo seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.


Presentation:  First Selectman Kervick stated his purpose for attending this meeting tonight is to make the committee aware of an opportunity that has come up in terms of a potential site for a new Senior Center.  Selectman Kervick stated that after his presentation tonight, he would like the Study Committee to consider this site as one of the sites in being assessed for a New Senior Center location. Selectman Kervicks presentation, “Vital Seniors, The Necessity of Integrating Senior Citizens into a Revitalized Downtown” provided research that states the importance of establishing neighborhoods around transit, close to transportation and within walking distance to shopping and recreation.  Selectman Kervick shared an informational video produced by AARP that describes the importance of establishing Senior Centers, congregations of Senior Living close to transit oriented development areas where transportation, activities are services are within walking distance. Selectman Kervick discussed the need for a New Senior Center in Windsor Locks and presented a concept plan that would include a new Senior Center located in the proposed Main Street Train Station/ Public Market area. 




Presentation Discussion:  Senior Center Study Committee Members discussed Selectman Kervick’s presentation and questioned different aspects of the proposal.  Issues/questions that were raised including parking, outdoor activity space, developer/financing details, clarification on entering/exiting the proposed area via the planned roundabout on Main Street, 


Public Input:  Members of the public discussed the presentation and questioned different aspects of the proposal. 
 Lori Quagliaroli inquired with Selectman Kervick as to who brought up the idea to build /locate the Senior Center in the proposed location. Selectman Kervick stated that knowing that the Senior Center was looking for space, and knowing that the proposed commercial space portion of the location can be difficult to fill, he thought it would be an opportunity for both the developer and the Town of Windsor Locks.  Ms. Quagliaroli requested the committee think long and hard about giving up the free building, access, parking and say that we currently have in order to have a vibrant downtown. Please take your time and think about what the senior citizens want.     
Douglas Glazier stated that considering the size of the proposed Senior Center, it may be worthwhile to consider a two story facility in order to minimize the amount of walking required to get to the different areas of the building.  Chairman Rosadini stated the Committee will take that into consideration. 
William Rousseau stated that the Senior Citizens have been treated like second class citizens. Mr. Rousseau stated that as he understands it the proposed Senior Center was to be 25,000 square feet and the Selectman’s proposal would be 21,000 square feet if we incorporated it into 255 Main Street. Mr. Rousseau suggested taking the complete complex for the Senior Center as well a suggested a change to the traffic entry to this location.  Mr. Rousseau stated he did not think downtown was the ideal location.  Mr. Rousseau stated concern regarding the timeline of the project. 
Cindy Cooper questioned if we want seniors in an isolated area or in a vital downtown area.  Ms. Cooper stated that it is worth putting it out to the public to find out what type of site is preferred. 


Update on Site Assessment Subcommittee: Subcommittee Chairman, Mark Whitten stated that he would like his team to meet again in the next few days and discuss what was presented this evening, the sites that were selected by the committee as well as a potential new site that may become available.  Mr. Whitten stated he will know more about the new site very soon.   
 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 10th, at 5:30 pm via Zoom teleconference.  Chairman Rosadini stated the main goal of this meeting will be the assessment of all of the sites that have been brought forward.  

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Mark Whitten and this motion was seconded by Sandy Sylvester. This meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 
Lori Lapointe 
Senior Center Study Committee Recording Secretary 
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