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Chief Erekson said the biggest concern is when candy is thrown out of a vehicle and misses its target 
resulting in children approaching vehicles to get to the candy and risk getting hit by the vehicle. He 
showed pictures of past West Bountiful parades where children get very close to vehicles. Restricting 
drivers from throwing candy is a good step, restricting throwing from vehicles altogether is also good. 
Another option is for entries to have walkers along the edge of the parade route to help by throwing the 
candy instead of people in vehicles.  

It was noted that the child killed in Kaysville last year was walking alongside a trailer and reaching to get 
candy when she fell, so it’s important to make sure walkers do not get close to the vehicles they are with 
or try to get on and off the vehicle. They could pull wagons with their extra candy. 

There was discussion about the proposal. Several council members said we need to take precautions so 
nothing bad happens to any parade participants or those watching, but we can be safe without legislating 
fun. The West Bountiful parade has been around for a very long time and is well known for throwing 
candy - that isn’t going to change.  

There was a proposal to require participants to attend a safety meeting prior to the parade. While it would 
be nice to gather representatives from each entry together to go over safety issues and make sure there 
was a clear understanding of what was required, the consensus was that not all participants would attend 
an early morning meeting, so it doesn’t make sense to have it. 

There was also discussion about having CERT members help. Alan Malan stated that in the EmPAC 
meeting earlier this evening, CERT members volunteered to help along the route to keep kids away from 
the road. Deby Marshall said they have helped with the parade in the past and parents are generally 
receptive to reminders that they need to keep their children out of the street. 

The three 90 degree turns along the parade route were identified as being the most difficult to keep people 
away from vehicles. There have even been semi-trucks that are unable to make the turn and need to back 
up to get around the corner. This is very unsafe.  

It was suggested that safety lines (water-based) be used along the route, especially at these corners, to 
clearly indicate the boundaries of the parade and keep people back. 

Mayor Romney said we all need to be safety conscious while still making it possible for children to have 
fun. 

MOTION:  James Bruhn Made a Motion to Approve Resolution 531-23 Adopting the Proposed 
Independence Day Parade Rules and Regulations After Removing the Last 
Paragraph That Refers to Candy Throwing and Deleting the Requirement for a 
Safety Meeting but Requiring Participants to Sign a Statement Declaring They Will 
Comply with the Safety Rules and Regulations.  

James Ahlstrom Suggested a Friendly Amendment to Leave in a Portion of the 
Last Sentence in the Candy Throwing Paragraph that says,”Candy May Be 
Thrown from Open Vehicles.” 

James Bruhn Accepted the Amendment. Kelly Enquist Seconded the Motion which 
PASSED as Reflected Below. 










