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FARM ANIMAL REGULATIONS -  17.16.080 (A-1), 17.20.080 (R-1-22), 17.24.080 (R-1-10)        9/18/2012 
 
 
A. Farm animals may be kept on properties according to the following requirements:  

 
1. For each acre, a parcel, or adjacent properties, whether owned or leased, shall be eligible to contain or 

house farm animals rating one hundred (100) points or prorated for any part thereof.  
 

a.  Large animals such as horses, ponies, donkeys, mules, llamas and cows require a minimum 
area of .40 acres:  Forty (40) points each. 

b.  Medium animals such as sheep and goats, and other animals of similar size:  Twenty (20) 
points each. 

c.  Small animals such as ducks, chickens, geese, rabbits and turkeys:  Four (4) points each.  
d.  Pigs, provided that pens are located at least two hundred (200) feet from neighboring 

dwellings:  Forty (40) points each.  
e. Miniature or pygmy farm animals will have one-half the points of the normal sized species.  

 
2. The points listed in Subsection A.1 above may be decreased for large, medium and small animals 

subject to approval of a conditional use permit by the planning commission pursuant to  
Chapter 17.60 of the West Bountiful Municipal Code and the provisions below.  
 

a. The minimum points allowed shall be twenty-five (25) for each large animal, ten (10) for each 
medium animal, and two (2) for each small animal.  

b. Neighbors adjoining the applicant’s property for which the conditional use permit is requested 
will be notified by city staff at least five (5) days prior to the public meeting.  Such notification 
will include the name and address of the applicant, the specific reason for the application, and 
the date, time and location of the Planning Commission meeting at which the application will 
be discussed. 
 

3. Dependent offspring, up to nine (9) months of age, shall not be counted in determining the total 
number of animals on the parcel(s). 
 

4. Adopted dependent offspring, up to nine (9) months of age, shall not be counted in determining the 
total number of animals on the parcel(s), subject to approval of a conditional use permit as outlined in 
Subsection A.2. above.  Such conditional use permit shall be valid for no longer than nine months, as 
determined by the planning commission. 
 

5. Honeybees, pursuant to the requirements of Title 4, Chapter 11 of the Utah Code.   
 
B. For multiple properties to be eligible for combined point calculation under Subsection A, the following 

criteria must be met: 
 
1. The properties shall be owned or leased by the same person or entity. 
2. All properties used for the combined point calculation must be contiguous. 
3. If one or more properties are leased: 

a. The lease must be in writing and signed by both parties. 
b.  The leased property, in its totality, must be used in some meaningful way by lessee in the 

keeping of farm animals. 
 

C.  All animals, except bees, must be kept in an area enclosed by a fence or structure sufficient to prevent 

escape.  
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D. Setbacks for all structures shall meet applicable zoning requirements for each parcel, as well as the 
following requirements, as applicable. 

 
1.  No animal shelter, including pens, coops and beehives, may be located less than six (6) feet from 

any property line or dwelling.   
 
2. Barns, stables, corrals, or similar structures used to house medium and large animals may not be 

located less than seventy-five (75) feet from any neighboring dwelling. 
 
3. An apiary, housing colonies of bees, must be at least six (6) inches above the ground and, if located 

less than fifteen (15) feet from a property line, a solid six (6) foot vertical barrier running along or 
near the property line and extending at least four (4) feet beyond the apiary in each direction is 
required. 

 
E. To protect the health, safety and welfare of the animals and the public, animal waste, debris, noise, odor, 

and drainage shall be kept in accordance with usual and customary health standards associated with that 

type of animal.  

F. Failure to comply with any portion of this section shall invalidate any use specified in this section and shall 
subject the owner to penalties and/or fines as specified elsewhere in this title.  


