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This guide is to be used in conjunction with the brochure to provide a more detailed history of 

the landmarks in historic Wales. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

1) 219 N Oak Crest Dr ( Kettle Moraine Campus) 

Bron Derw Farms: 

Originally owned by Thomas C Jones, this was considered one of the best farms in the whole Kettle 

Moraine area because it had some of the best soil, not many rocks and had level ground. The farm 

also was the home to many horses and Holstein cattle. The 

farms buildings were originally located at the intersect ion of 

Hwy 18 and Hwy 83, known as Enos or "Four Corners." The 

farm land stretched to out to what is now part of the Kettle 

Moraine campus including Kettle Moraine High School and 

Wales Elementary. 

In 1939, Mr. Herb Schuster purchased the farm and live on it 

for many years . In the 1960's he sold the land for the 
The Br on Derw f arm b uildin gs today . 

formation of the Kettle Moraine School District. 

One of the buildings that sits on this property is the high 

school, which was built in 1965 . The high school was built because 

Waukesha and Oconomowoc high schools were no longer 

accepting students from the Wales area .The state legislation was 

changing the law in the early 1960's requiring the high school to be 

built. A Kettle Moraine High School 1968 graduate shared a few 

stories with me that included, that when the high school first 

opened many of the kids never got along because they came from 

different schools. He also shared that at the time there were only 

two kids with cars (he was one of them) because there was not 

enough room on the buses they had to take the cheerleaders to 

the away games . 

* Photo of Bron Derw Farms taken approx imately 1982. 

 

2) 109 Elias Street 

F.irst Fire House: 

Built in 1929, after a fire that destroyed The Hotel Elias, the 

blacksmith shop, and the hardware and implement shop on 

October 5, 1923 . The community raised $1680.00 to purchase 

their first "fire truck", a 4-cylinder Chevy truck with a chemical 

fire extinguisher attached . In 1932, a new "fire truck " was 

bought . It was a Packard car reconfigured to hold equipment 

but it did have its downside - if two men got on the vehicle's 

rear step and clutch was let out too fast,the front wheels came 

off the ground! In 1970, a Ford Econoline van was reconfigured 

into their first ambulance. At that time Wales became one of 

 

 
 
 
 

'· 
 
 
 

1946 Ch evrol l cu slom Peter Pi rch Pu mper a n d f HC 
Ta nk Tru ck m fronl of origi n al V ill age Ha ll a n d Fi r e 
Hall on  E li as St reet. 

only 10 departments in Waukesha County to have both EMTs and an ambulance . 



3)   102 West Main Street 
 

 
 

 
 

First Bank: 

It was built by William H. Elias and Thomas Hughes when Mr. 

Elias sold some of his farmland to his son and building partner. 

Perhaps, he sold it because sensed that this was an opportunity 

of business with the railr.oad coming. In 1881 the Elias family 

hired Mr. William West to plot the first seven parcels of land. 

These parcels became the 

first homes and 

businesses of Wales . 

The bank was opened December 16, 1912. The first Cashier was 

Mr. William B. Owens. The building also held offices for Mr. 

Elias and Mr. Hughes, the Post Office, a pool hall, and a barber 

shop. The original bank vault is still in use - but doesn't hold the 

riches it once did. 
 

 
4) 112 West Main Street 

Blacksmith Shop: 

Originally located in Enos, in 1882 Mr. William C. James relocated his blacksmith shop to Main Street 

when the Elias' made some of their land available. The blacksmith shop opened for business and he 

built his home next door .In September of 1887, the blacksmith shop was converted to a general 

store. For many years, both James families (not related) owned general stores within blocks of each 

other . The second floor of the building was the Village Hall for many years, which hosted many types 

of events (talent shows, sewing classes, socials, dances, and medicine shows). 
 

 
5) 122 West Main Street 

William James Home: 

William James owned a blacksmith shop at 112 West Main Street . He shared this home with his wife 

Hannah and later second wife Deborah.  On February 22, 1883 the first child Harvey "Harv" James was 

born in Wales to Mr William and Hannah James. 

 
6) 130 West Main Street 

Shoemakers Shop and Mr Hugh Roberts Home: 

With land purchased from the Elias ' on September 11882 Mr. Hugh Roberts built a shoemaker's 

shop. A few years later converted it into his residence. 
 

 

7)   140 West Main Street 

Hugh Edwards Home: 

One of the last of the original 7 Elias' properties was sold to Mr. Hugh Edwards on September 5 1882. 

Originally from Baraboo Mr. Edwards began building his home but sold it during the construction to 

Mr. John J. Williams. 



8)   207 West Main Street 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Jerusalem  Church: 

Religious services were first held June 12, 1842 in Richard 

"King" Jones farm, Bronyberllan. In 1845, the first 

Jerusalem Church was built, known as Capel Log. 

Originally located in the location of modern Jerusalem 

Cemetery. The church was later expanded and remodeled 

before moving to its present location in 1912. 

Many of the stained glass windows in the church are 

dedicated to the founding families of Wales . 

Richard "King" Jones was the first settler in the area and 

provided a safe place for other Welsh settlers to make 

their new home.  He provided religious and cultural ties to their Welsh homeland. 

 
9)   247 West Main Street 

Original Wales School: 

 
 

 
Previously, school was held in Capel Log Church 

from 1849- 1855 . In 1855, the first schoolhouse was 

built (22'x32') near the intersection of what is now 

Highway 83 and Highway G. That building was built 

at a cost of $408. Finishing touches, including 

plastering and a stove brought the total cost to 

$452 .13. 

In 1921 D.O. Edwards, contractor, broke ground on 

the building that stands today. The first teacher , 

Miss Eunice Wiiiiams began teaching the same day it was completed January 23, 1922 . Originally a 

one-room schoolhouse . It was remodeled in 1957 to hold 4 general classrooms and one 

multi-purpose room. It only held the students that were 1st graders to 8th graders . Prior to 1965, 

after 8th grade some of the students would ride the train to Waukesha or Oconomowoc High School. 

This school served students until 1978, when the current Wales Elementary School was built. It then 

served as the Kettle Moraine district offices for several years . 

 

 

10) 208 West Main Street 

Original Elias Home: 

Originally built outside of Wales, but can be considered to be the first 

house in Wales. Built in 1842. Hugh Elias came from Anglesey, Wales in 

1839. He lived in New York until moving to Wisconsin in 1842. Hugh Elias 

and his wife had one son named William H. Elias and a daughter named 

Hannah. Hannah as died at an early age. The William H. Elias family 

lived in this house until 1895 . 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

11) 101James Street 

Second Elias Home: 

Built in 1895. It is documented to be the first house in Wales to have 

indoor plumbing and central heating. On September 23, 1938 it was 

purchased by George Webb, who served hamburgers to his friends at his 

dining room table. 

 

12-14) 121-129 James Street 

Blacksmith Shop (#12): 

Started in 1906 by Robert Lodha and Ray Bielke . Robert was the blacksmith, and Ray did the 

horseshoer. 

The blacksmith shop was also the first manufacturer of the modified cow stanchion, "The James 

Sanitary Cow Stall." Designed by William James and his father David James, this cow stall allowed the 

cow to move her head side to side and provided a sanitary gutter for manure. Later as it became 

popular around the nation production moved to Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin. 

The Blacksmith Shop burned down October 5, 1923. 

Hardware and Implementation (#13): 

Built in 1901 by Mr. Morgan Jones . By the fall of 1906, 

Mr. Humphrey Williams purchased and started the 

, hardware shop. In about 1917, Mr. Humphrey 

Williams sold the business to Mr. Art Dodmead. 

The hardware and implement business delivered 

machinery and installed or repaired equipment such 

as windmills and wells . 

It burned down October 5, 1923. 

The Hotel Elias (#14): 

Built by Tom Hughes, W.E . Cooper and Mr. Heimarl it 

provided visitors of the patients at the Wisconsin 

Tuberculosis Sanitarium Statesan to have a place to stay. 

Dan Rees ran a livery service in connection with the Wales 

Hotel owning a Buick bus to transport people to the 

Wisconsin Tuberculosis Sanitarium Statesan . 

Owned by Joseph Dreken for 1year, E. J . Rice for 1year, 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Jones for 3 years, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Rees for 

4 years, and Mr. and Mrs. Otto Falk for 10 years . Mr. Rees 

also added a tavern which he ran, and Mr. Falk continued 

until the building burned down October 5, 1923. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

15-16) 203-217 James Street 

Ellis Mills General Store (#15): 

Built in 1901 by Ellis Mills, he ran it for 12 years until he sold it so he could return to farming . In 1936, 

it was remodeled into a garage for use by Golden Guernsey Co-op. 

Heimarl Creamery (#16): 

Charles Heimarl built a creamery in Spring of 1895. It was run by several of his brothers until it burned 

down on September 22, 1914. 
 

 
17) 319 James Street 

Enoch Evans Home: 

It was built in the summer of 1882 when Mr. Elias sold some of his farm land. Enoch Evans and his 

family lived there until 1905 . They sold it to Tom Lewis. 

 
18) 325 James Street 

Jerusalem Church Parsonage: 

Part of the original 7 plots from the Elias' farm, Reverend R. H. Evans 

built this home in August 1882 .. In 1892, T. D. Jones, the owner at the 

time sold it to become the Jerusalem Church Parsonage. The parsonage 

served as the home for at least four pastors of Jerusalem Church. 

Rev. R. H. Evans was the first installed pastor of Jerusalem Church in 

1878 . 
 

 
19) Approximately 500 Block of Brandybrook Road 

Big Bridge: 

Building started in September 1880. 

Most of the earth was removed by 

men and horses. At approximately 50 

feet, it was the highest point of the 

railroad between Milwaukee and 

Madison. The climb was so steep 

trains often had to go up in sections 

and refill with water several times . 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

20-21) 230 James Street 

Wales Lumber Yard (#20): 

In March 1900, Thomas J. Hughes and 

W.E. Cooper started the lumber 

yard. In 1907, they sold the lumber 

yard to the Barker Lumber Co. In 

1914, it was again sold to John J. Rees 

and James Davies. Later, Mr. Rees 

bought out Mr. Davies . In 1938, John 

J. Rees sold it to Willard Allen, who owned it until it closed. 

Mr. Willard Allen loved music. For 42 years he was a member of the 

Oconomowoc American Legion Band, which he also directed from 

1946- 1976. He also served as the Wales Fire Chief, and Village President, 

and developed the Carnavonshire subdivision . He also raised purebred 

heifers on his farm. In the November 24, 1964, issue of the Dousman 

Index, he was one of the first subscribers to a 

mobile telephone and mobile telephone 

service for one of his work trucks. 

Grain Elevator (#21): 

Completed May 1889, through the purchase of public stocks of $25 each, 

the grain elevator was first managed by Mr. Johnson. The grain elevator 

provided different grains for farm cattle. 

At one point it was owned by John T . Rees until it was purchased October 

28, 1909 by Mr. Howell Felix. 
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22) 238 East Main Street 

Humphrey Williams Home: 

Mr. Humphrey Williams owned a hardware and implement business. After he sold the hardware 

business, he returned to farming and sold his milk and delivered it to local residents for over 30 

years. 

The Humphrey Williams' family helped a lot of people in the Village of Wales, just like the Hugh 

Elias' family.  In 1893, while in South Dakota, he married his wife Sara . They had three children Jane, 

Eunice and David . The family moved back to Wales, Wisconsin in 1903 and had two more children, 

Gwen and Elizabeth. Eunice was the first teacher at Wales Elementary School in 1922. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

23) 129 West Main Street 

First Train Depot: 

The construction of the railroad started in 1880. February 

1,1882 the first passenger and the first freight train came 

through Wales. February 10, 1882 the first mail train came 

through Wales. 

Thomas J. Hughes was the first railroad station master in 

Wales . Mr. Hughes learned morse code and other job 

duties on the job. As there were no formal schools for 

railroad station masters, Mr. Hughes had to train 

the next person after him. 

Before cars were very common, people used the 

train more often to go to places like school, the 

stores, etc. 

The first train collision was May 3, 1883, when a 

passenger train collided with an engine and 

caboose just west of the overhead bridge, killing 

the fireman on the passenger train. Passenger 

service was discontinued in 1950. The train 

Thom;i_, J . llu r;bt:s - W.ak-1 lirfl tcUatlon  asen.1. 1 11t. At •f t ill Mr. P lntr . ulit&H I  at:f'nl. service was completely discontinued in 1957. 

The train depot was torn down in 1960. 

 

24) 100 East Main 

James General Store: 

 
 

 
Built in 1882, by Mr. John D. James, along with the bank it was 

one the first businesses to open in Wales . Opened on 

November 27 1882 it did not have refrigeration so the meat was 

hung on hooks in the open. The store also sold things like 

ladies' gloves, mens' hats, holiday decorations and textiles . 

Mr. John . D James lived at "Four Corners ." On July 16, 1883 his 

house got destroyed by a 

tornado that went from 

Dousman to Wales. In 

1884 he moved back to 

Wales Great Britain and sold store to his son Samuel James . Mr 

Samuel James lived in a home attached to the store. 

There were several other owners of the store, the last owner 

was Mr. John Kopecky, who purchased the store in 1975 and ran 

it well in into the 1980's. 

Along with the lumberyard, it was one of the longest 

continuously operating businesses in Wales . 



 

 
 

 

25) 121 Elias Street 

Evan Roberts Home : 

Mr. Evan Roberts' home is part of the original 7 plots of land from the Elias. Later, he sold it to J . J . 

Rees. 
 

 
26) 115- 117 Elias Street 

Slaughterhouse and Meat Market: 

Built in 1902 by Mr. John J. Rees who ran it for 12 years , until he sold it in 1914 to work at the lumber 

yard . 
 

 
27) 135 Elias Street 

Glynn Family Home: 

The Glynn family, who had friends in the Village of Wales, 

was the first non-Welsh family in Wales. The Glynn men 

worked on the railroad. Mr. John Glynn became a foreman 

for the railroad in 1898. He would do the basic 

maintenance checks, repairs (if needed) . The Glynn fam ily 

had cows, horses, chickens, geese, ducks, and goats. 
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