
CHAPTER 33 

SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS 

 

 

33.01 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this chapter is to:  

A. Oversee the permitting of small wind energy systems.  

B. Preserve and protect public health and safety without significantly increasing the cost or 

decreasing the efficiency of a small wind energy system pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 66.0401.  

33.02 AUTHORITY AND INTENT 

This chapter is adopted pursuant to authority granted by Wis. Stats. §§ 66.0401 and 66.0403. It is 

the intent of the Village Board that this Ordinance complies with and is not more restrictive than 

Chapter PSC 128, Wis. Admin. Code. 

33.03 PERMIT REQUIRED 

No person, business, corporation, or other entity shall be allowed to construct, own, or operate a 

small wind energy system or met tower within the Village of Stockbridge without first obtaining 

a small wind energy system permit as required herein. A permit shall be issued to the owner. Any 

subsequent purchaser or transferee of a small wind energy system shall reapply to the Village of a 

permit, and such reapplication may not unreasonable be denied if the owner and/or subsequent 

owner remain in compliance with the requirements of this chapter. 

33.04 DEFINITIONS 

Unless otherwise stated herein, the definitions in PSC 128.01, Wis. Admin. Code, are incorporated 

herein by reference and shall apply to the terms of this Ordinance. For the purposes of 

administering and enforcing this ordinance, the following terms are defined:  

ADMINISTRATOR - the Village of Stockbridge Zoning Code Administrator, or designee.  

CLERK – the Clerk of the Village of Stockbridge, or designee. 

 

https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-2_Purpose
https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-3_Permit_Required
https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-4_Definitions
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LARGE WIND ENERGY SYSTEM – is a wind energy system that:  

A. Is used to generate electricity;  

B. Has a nameplate capacity over 100 kilowatts per turbine; or  

C. Has a total installed nameplate capacity of more than 300 kilowatts. 

METEOROLOGICAL TOWER (MET TOWER) - is defined to include the tower, base plate, 

anchors, guy cables and hardware, anemometers (wind speed indicators), wind direction vanes, 

booms to hold equipment anemometers and vanes, data logger, instrument wiring, and any 

telemetry devices that are used to monitor or transmit wind speed and wind flow characteristics 

over a period of time for either instantaneous wind information or to characterize the wind resource 

at a given location. For the purposes of this chapter, met towers shall also be referred to as small 

wind energy systems.  

NAMEPLATE CAPACITY - the nominal generating capacity of a wind energy system, as listed 

in the wind turbine specifications provided by the wind turbine manufacturer.  

OWNER – is the individual or entity that intends to own and operate the small wind energy system 

in accordance with this chapter.  

ROTOR DIAMETER - is the cross-sectional dimension of the circle swept by the rotating blades.  

SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEM – is a wind energy system that:  

A. Is used to generate electricity;  

B. Has a nameplate capacity of 100 kilowatts or less per turbine; and  

C. Has a total installed nameplate capacity of 300 kilowatts or less. 

TOTAL HEIGHT - the vertical distance from ground level to the tip of a wind generator blade 

when the tip is at its highest point.  

TOWER - the monopole, freestanding, or guyed structure that supports a wind generator.  

WIND ENERGY SYSTEM - equipment that converts and then stores or transfers energy from the 

wind into usable forms of energy (as defined by Wis. Stats. § 66.0403(1)(m)). This equipment 
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includes any base, blade, foundation, generator, nacelle, rotor, tower, transformer, vane, wire, 

inverter, batteries or other component used in the system.  

WIND GENERATOR - are blades and associated mechanical and electrical conversion 

components mounted on top of the tower. 

33.05 STANDARDS 

A small wind energy system shall be subject to the following standards:  

A. Setbacks. A wind tower for a small wind energy system shall be set back a distance 1.0 

times the maximum blade tip height from:  

1. Any overhead communication and electrical transmission or distribution lines, not 

including utility service lines to individual houses or outbuildings, unless 

permission is granted by the affected utility. Such permission shall be recorded in 

the register of deeds office for the parcel on which it is located.  

2. All nonparticipating property lines, unless waiver is granted by the owner of a 

nonparticipating property. Such waiver shall be recorded in the register of deeds 

office for the parcel on which it is located.  

B. Access. All ground mounted electrical and control equipment shall be labeled and secured 

to prevent unauthorized access. A tower shall not have step bolts or a ladder within eight 

feet of the ground that is readily accessible to the public.  

C. Blade clearance. The vertical distance from ground level to the tip of a wind generator 

blade when the blade is at its lowest point shall be at least 30 feet.  

D. Electrical wires. All electrical wires associated with a small wind energy system, other than 

wires necessary to connect the wind generator to the tower wiring, the tower wiring to the 

disconnect junction box, and the grounding wires, shall be located underground.  

E. Lighting. A wind tower and generator shall not be artificially lighted unless such lighting 

is required by the Federal Aviation Administration (“FAA”). In that event, the lighting 

requirements of the FAA shall apply. 

https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-5_Standards
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F. Appearance, color, and finish. The exterior surface of any visible component of a small 

wind energy system shall be of a color and finish as originally applied by the manufacturer. 

The design of the building or related structures of the wind energy system site shall, to the 

extent reasonably possible, use materials, colors, textures, screening and landscaping that 

are compatible with the surrounding area or natural environment.  

G. Signs. No sign, except appropriate warning signs, installer, manufacturer, or owner 

identification signs, may be placed on any component of a wind energy system.  

H. Code compliance. A small wind energy system shall comply with all applicable federal, 

state, and/or local construction and electrical codes. The owner shall provide certification 

from an electrical inspector licensed in the state of Wisconsin showing that the small wind 

energy system complies with all applicable codes before placing the small wind energy 

system into operation.  

I. Utility notification and interconnection. Small wind energy systems that connect to the 

electric public utility shall comply with Wisconsin Public Service Commission Chapter 

PSC 119, "Rules for Interconnecting Distributed Generation Facilities."  

J. Interference. The small wind energy system shall be located so as to not interfere with the 

efficiency of an existing wind energy system on an adjacent property or under separate 

ownership.  

K. Noise. The noise generated by the operation of a small wind energy system may not exceed 

50 dBA during daytime hours of 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and 45 dBA during nighttime 

hours of 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Except for the sound the wind energy system produces 

under normal operating conditions, if the audible noise due to wind energy contains a 

steady pure tone, such as a whine, whistle, screech or hum, the owner shall take corrective 

action to permanently eliminate the noise. 

L. Shadow Flicker.  An owner shall operate the small wind energy system in a manner that 

does not cause more than 30 hours per year of shadow flicker at a nonparticipating 

residence or occupied community buildings. 
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33.06  MET TOWERS 

Met towers shall be permitted under the same standards, permit requirements, restoration 

requirements, and permit procedures as a small wind energy system. 

33.07 PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

A. Application. All applications shall be made on forms provided by the Village and be 

accompanied by a fee as set forth in Addendum B - Forms and Documents.  

B. Site plan. The Village Board finds the submission of a site plan with the application is 

necessary information under PSC 128.30(2)(p). The owner shall submit a site plan which 

shall conform to all applicable provisions of this chapter at the time of application 

submittal for a small wind energy system or met tower and the following:  

1. Property lines and physical dimensions of the property.  

2. Location, dimensions, and types of existing major structures on the property.  

3. Location of the proposed wind system tower.  

4. The right-of-way of any public road that is adjacent to the property.  

5. Any overhead utility lines.  

6. Wind system specifications, including manufacturer and model, rotor diameter, 

tower height, tower type (freestanding or guyed), and kilowatt capacity.  

7. Tower blueprints or drawings stamped by a design professional.  

8. Tower foundation blueprints or drawings stamped by a design professional.  

9. A drawing indicating property lines and dimensions, with the names and addresses 

of the owners, of any properties proposed to be restricted from activities interfering 

with the system.  

C. Termination.  Any rights protected by a permit shall terminate per Sec. 66.0403(9) Wis. 

Stat. if: 

https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-6_Met_Towers
https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-7_Permit_Requirements
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1. The small wind energy system or met tower is not installed and functioning within 

two (2) years from the date the permit is issued.  

2. The small wind energy system or met tower is removed or out of service or 

otherwise unused for a continuous two (2) consecutive years. 

D. Revocation. A permit may be revoked by the Village Board upon receipt of a signed 

bonafide written complaint stating the basis for revocation and pursuant to Section 33.11 

herein. 

33.08 DECOMMISSIONING 

A. An owner of a small wind energy system shall decommission and remove the wind energy 

system when the system is at the end of its useful life.  A small wind energy system that 

does not generate electricity for a continuous 540-day period will be presumed to be at the 

end of its useful life and abandoned. The administrator may issue a notice of 

decommissioning to the owner of a small wind energy system and the property owner on 

which it sits. The owner shall have the right to respond to the notice of decommissioning 

within 30 days from notice receipt date. The administrator shall withdraw the notice of 

decommissioning and notify the owner and the property owner that the notice has been 

withdrawn if the owner provides information that demonstrates the small wind energy 

system has not been abandoned and is being repaired or upgraded. When decommissioning 

is required, the owner shall begin decommissioning within 360 days after the wind energy 

system has reached the end of its useful life, and shall complete decommissioning and 

removal within 540 days after the wind energy system has reached the end of its useful life. 

B. If the small wind energy system is determined to be abandoned by the Administrator, the 

owner of a small wind energy system shall reclaim the site to its original condition at the 

owner's and property owner's sole expense within 90 days of receipt of notice of 

decommissioning. Original condition shall mean dismantling and removal of all tower and 

wind generator parts and associated equipment. If the owner fails to reclaim the site to its 

original condition, the Administrator may pursue a legal action to have the small wind 

energy system removed at the owners’ joint and several expense and place a special charge 

on the tax roll of the affected property. 
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33.09 PERMIT PROCEDURE 

A. An owner shall submit an application to the Clerk for a small wind energy system 

permit for a small wind energy system or met tower. The application must be on a 

form supplied by the Village of Stockbridge and must be accompanied by two 

copies of the site plan identified above. The permit application can be found in 

Addendum B – Forms and Documents. 

B. Within 30 days of receipt of an application, the Administrator shall determine 

whether the application is satisfactorily completed and, if no other properties are to 

be restricted by the permit, shall refer the application to the Village Board.  The 

Village Board is appointed the agency to process applications per Sec. 66.0403(2), 

Wis. Stats. The Village Board shall approve or deny the application pursuant to 

Sec. 66.0403(5) and this Ordinance. The Village Board shall adopt findings and 

determinations in support of the approval or denial of the application, which shall 

be provided to the Applicant by the Clerk as part of the permit issue or notice of 

denial. The Village Board may adopt conditions for a permit as allowed under Sec. 

66.0403(5)(b), Wis. Stat. If the application identifies other properties to be 

restricted by the permit application, the applicant shall provide notice to the owners 

of those properties by certified mail and provide receipts from the delivery of such 

notice to the Clerk. The Clerk shall provide the notice forms.  

C. The Clerk shall issue a permit for a small wind energy system if the application is 

approved by the Village Board, subject to any conditions approved by the Village 

Board.  

D. If the application is approved, the Clerk will return one signed copy of the 

application with the permit and retain the other copy with the application.  

E. If the application is denied, the Clerk will notify the applicant in writing and provide 

a written statement of the findings and determinations adopted by the Village Board 

as part of the denial. The applicant may resubmit if the deficiencies specified by the 

Administrator and/or the Village Board are resolved. 

 

https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-9_Permit_Procedure
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33.10 NOISE COMPLAINT PROCEDURE 

An aggrieved person may petition the Village board for review of a noise complaint.  

A. A formal noise complaint in the form of a letter stating the reasons for filing a noise 

complaint shall be submitted to the Clerk to place on a Village Board meeting 

agenda.  

B. The Village Board will review the complaint to determine if it is valid. Valid 

complaints meet all of the following:  

1. There is no history of formal noise complaints within the last six months.  

2. The small wind energy system is not operating under a mitigation plan 

approved by the Village under a previous noise complaint.  

3. The complaint does not include times where the small wind energy system 

was operating during a power outage, storm, or during other special 

circumstances.  

C. If the Village Board determines there is a valid complaint, the owner of the small 

wind energy system shall provide evidence from a qualified professional comparing 

the sound levels of the small wind energy system when the blades are rotating and 

when the blades are stationary provided such test is not required to show 

compliance if the owner has provided results of an accurate test conducted within 

two (2) years of the date of the complaint showing compliances. The sound levels 

shall be measured at the property line using appropriate sound measurement 

techniques. Such evidence shall be provided to the Village Board within 60 days of 

a valid complaint. Not providing evidence within 60 days shall be deemed an 

admission of noncompliance by the owner and is subject to the provisions of 

Addendum A – Fees and Penalties.  

D. If the Village Board determines the small wind energy system is not in compliance 

with the noise standard, the Village Board may approve a mitigation plan to bring 

the small wind energy system into compliance or pursue action available under 

section Addendum A – Fees and Penalties.  

https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-10_Noise_Complaint_Procedure
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1. The mitigation plan must be approved within 30 days of noncompliance 

determination.  

2. The mitigation plan shall indicate the method of mitigation (for example a 

change of amplitude, frequency, or time pattern), a reasonable time frame 

for the system to be in compliance, and any other pertinent information.  

33.11 HEARING AND APPEALS 

A. The Village Board shall conduct a hearing before revoking a permit under this 

Ordinance and issue a written decision within thirty (30) calendar days of the 

hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be provided by first class mail to the permit 

holder, the complainant, and the owner of the property adjacent to the site. The 

permit holder and the complainant may appear at the hearing, produce and cross-

examine witnesses, present relevant evidence, and be represented by counsel of his 

or her choosing, at his or her expense. If the Village Board finds there are sufficient 

grounds for revocation under this Ordinance, it shall revoke the permit. The Village 

Board's written decision on the revocation shall specify the reason(s) for its 

determination. The Clerk shall give written notice of the Village Board's decision 

to the permit holder and the complainant.  

B. The Village Board’s decision on a complaint for permit revocation under this 

Ordinance may be reviewed by the Village of Stockbridge Board of Appeals upon 

appeal by the permit holder or the complainant. Such appeal shall be filed within 

thirty (30) days of the Clerk mailing the Village Board’s decision and shall allege 

the specific material error. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sec. 24.502 of the 

Village Ordinance, the provisions of this Sec. 33.11(B) shall control.  The Board of 

Appeals shall hear and decide whether there is material error in the decision of the 

Village Board. The Village of Stockbridge Variance & Administrative Appeal 

application must be completed and all fees outline on the application must be paid 

in full at the time of submission. This form can be found in the Addendum B – 

Forms and Documents 

 

https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-11_Appeals
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33.12 VIOLATIONS 

It is unlawful for any person to construct, install, or operate a small wind energy system that is not 

in compliance with this chapter or with any condition contained in a small wind energy system 

permit issued pursuant to this chapter. 

33.13 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

A. This chapter shall be administered by the Administrator or its designee.  

B. The Administrator may enter any property for which a permit has been issued under 

this chapter to conduct an inspection to determine whether the conditions stated in 

the permit have been met.  

C. The Administrator may issue orders to abate any violation of this chapter.  

D. The Administrator may issue a citation for any violation of this chapter.  

E. The Administrator may refer any violation of this chapter to legal counsel for 

enforcement. 

33.14 PENALTIES 

The following penalties shall be assessed for violations of this Ordinance:  

A. Operating a small wind energy system without the permits required by this Ordinance shall be 

punishable by a forfeiture as prescribed in Addendum A – Fees and Penalties.  

B. Any other violation of any provision of this Ordinance shall be punishable by a forfeiture as 

prescribed in Addendum A – Fees and Penalties for each violation committed hereunder and 

may result is revocation of the applicable license.   

C. Each day a violation exists after receiving the violation notice or order shall constitute a 

separate violation of this Ordinance and shall be punishable by a forfeiture as prescribed in 

Addendum A – Fees and Penalties. 

D. In addition to the penalties set forth above, failure to permit the inspection of a premises subject 

to this Ordinance by the Administrator, or their designee, may result in the suspension of a 

permit.  

https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-12_Violations
https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-13_Administration_And_Enforcement
https://harrison.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=119-14_Penalties


Village of Stockbridge  Chapter 33 

 

Adopted April 5, 2023  Page 11 

 

E. Penalties set forth in this section shall be, in addition to all other remedies of injunction, 

abatement, or costs whether existing under this Ordinance or otherwise.  

33.15 ENFORCEMENT 

This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Administrator or by the Village legal counsel as directed 

by the Village Board.  The Village shall have all remedies in law or in equity for Enforcement. 

33.16 SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of this ordinance are severable.  If any Court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge 

any provisions of this Ordinance to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect any other provisions 

of this Ordinance. If any Court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge invalid the application of 

any provision of this Ordinance to a particular property, building, or other structure; such judgment 

shall not affect the application of said provision to any other property, building, or structure, not 

specifically included in said judgment. 

33.17 EFFECTIVE DATE 

This ordinance shall be in force from and after its passage, approval and publication of adoption 

thereof. 

 

 


