
Zoning Code 

(51) Group Foster Home. Any facility operated by a person required to be 
licensed by the State of Wisconsin under State Statute Section 48.62 for the 
care and maintenance of five (5) to eight (8) foster children. 

(52) Home Occupation. Any business or profession carried on only by a member 
of the immediate family residing on the premises, carried on wholly within 
the principal building or accessory building thereto, in connection with 
which there are no signs or exterior display or storage other than a sign 
permitted by this Chapter, and no activity that will indicate from the 
exterior that the building(s) is being used in whole or in part for any 
purpose other than that of a dwelling. The use is to be clearly incidental 
to the use of the dwelling unit for residential purposes and shall not 
endanger the public health or safety. No articles shall be sold or offered 
for sale on the premises except such as is produced by the occupation on 
the premises, and no mechanical or electrical equipment shall be installed or 
maintained other than such as is customarily incidental to domestic use. 
Persons operating a home occupation shall employ no more than one (1) 
nonresident employee. No business such as a shop, store or child nursery 
shall be conducted upon the premises No material or equipment shall be 
stored outside the confines of the home. No mechanical equipment may be 
used which creates a disturbance such as noise, dust, odor or electrical 
disturbance. The home may not be altered to attract business. No motors 
shall be utilized which exceed one (1) horse power each and not exceeding 
five (5) horsepower in total, such activity being deemed a public nuisance. 
Repairing of motor bicycles, motorcycles and motor driven cycles, other 
than those licensed and owned by the occupants of a home in a residential 
area is strictly prohibited. For the purpose of this Subsection, the 
definitions of the above-mentioned vehicles shall be as set forth in 
Chapter 340 of the Vehicle Code of the Wisconsin State Statutes. Such 
repairing is deemed a public nuisance. It is immaterial for the purpose of 
this Subsection whether or not such repairing is done in return for 
remuneration. 

(53) Hotel. A building in which lodging, with or without meals, is offered to 
transient guests for compensation and in which there are more than five (5) 
sleeping rooms with no cooking facilities in any individual room or apart-
ment. 

(54) Loading Area. A completely off-street space or berth on the same lot for 
the loading or unloading of freight carvers, having adequate ingress and 
egress to a public street or alley. 

(5 5) Lodging House. A building where lodging only is provided for compensation 
for not more than three (3) persons not members of the family. 

(56) Lot. A parcel of land having frontage on a public street, or other 
officially approved means of access, occupied or intended to be occupied by 
a principal structure or use and sufficient in size to meet the lot width, lot 
frontage, lot area and other open space provisions of this Code as per-
taining to the district wherein located. 

(57) Lot. Corner. A lot abutting. two (2) or more streets at their intersection 
provided that the corner of such intersection shall have an angle of one 
hundred thirty-five degrees (135°) or less, measured on the lot side. 

(58) Lot. Interior. A lot situated on a single street which is bounded by 
adjacent lots along each of its other lines and is not a corner lot. 

(59) Lot. Through. A lot which has a pair of opposite lot lines along two (2) 
substantially parallel streets and which is not a corner lot. On a through 
lot, both street lines shall be deemed front lot lines. 



Zoning Code 

(60) Lot. Substandard. A parcel of land held in separate ownership having 
frontage on a public street, or other approved means of access, occupied or 
intended to be occupied by a principal building or structure, together with 
accessory buildings and uses, having insufficient size to meet the lot width, 
lot area, yard, off-street parking areas or other open space provisions of 
this Code as pertaining to the district wherein located. 

(61) Lot Coverage (residential). The area of a lot occupied by the principal 
building or buildings and accessory building. 

(62) Lot Coverage (except residential). The area of a lot occupied by the 
principal building or buildings and accessory buildings including any 
driveways, parking areas, loading areas, storage areas and walkways. 

(63) Lot Line. A property boundary line of any lot held in single or separate 
ownership, except that where any portion of the lot extends into the 
abutting street or alley, the lot line shall be deemed to be the abutting 
street or alley right-of-way line. 

(64) Lot Lines and Area. The peripheral boundaries of a parcel of land and the 
total area lying within such boundaries. 

(65) Lot Width.  The horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at 
the building setback line. 

(66) Manufactured House. A structure manufactured after June 15, 1976, which the  

manufacturer files a certification required by the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development and complies with the standards established under 42 USC 5401 to 5425. 
(67) Minor Structures. Any small, movable accessory erection or construction 

such as birdhouses, tool houses, pet houses, play equipment, arbors and 
walls and fences under four (4) feet in height. 

(68) Mobile Home. Means a vehicle manufactured or assemableci before June 15, 1976, 

(effective date of Federal Manufactured Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974), 

designed to be towed as a single unit or in sections upon a highway by a motor vehicle and 

equipped ans used, or intended to be used, primarily for human habitation, with walls of 

rigid uncollapsible construction, which has an overall length in excess of 45 feet. "Mobile 

Home" includes the mobile home structure, its plumbing, healing, air conditioning, and 

electricl systems, and all appliances and all other equipment carying a manufacturer's 

warranty. 
(69) Mobile Home Lot. A parcel of land for the placement of a single mobile 

home and the exclusive use of its occupants. 
(70) Mobile Home Park. A parcel of land which has been developed for the 

placement of mobile homes and is owned by an individual, a firm, trust, 
partnership, public or private association, • or corporation. Individual lots 
within a mobile home park are rented to individual mobile home users. 

(71) Mobile Home Subdivision. A land subdivision, as defined by Chapter 236 of 
the Wisconsin Statutes and any Village Land Division Ordinance, with lots 
intended for the placement of individual mobile home units. Individual 
homesites are in separate ownership as opposed to the rental arrangements 
in mobile home parks. 

(72) Modular Unit. A modular unit is a factor fabricated transportable building 
unit designed to be used by itself or to be incorporated with similar units 
at a building site into a modular structure to be used for residential , 
commercial, educational or industrial purposes. 

(73) Nonconforming Uses. Any structure, use of land, use of land and structure 
in combination or characteristic of use such as yard requirement or lot 
size) which was existing at the time of the effective date of this Code or 
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amendments thereto and which is not in conformance with this Code. Any 
such structure conforming in respect to use but not in respect to frontage, 
width, height, area, yard, parking, loading or distance requirements shall 
not be considered a nonconforming use, but shall be considered noncon-
forming with respect to those characteristics. 

(74) Official Letter of Map Amendment. Official notification from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) that a Flood Hazard Boundary Map 
or Flood Insurance Rate Map has been amended. 

(75) Parking Lot. A structure or premises containing five (5) or more parking 
spaces open to the public. 

(76) Parking Space. A graded and surfaced area of not less than one hundred 
eighty (180) square feet in area, either enclosed or open, for the parking of 
a motor vehicle, having adequate ingress and egress to a public street or 
alley. 

(77) Parties in Interest. Includes all abutting property owners, all property 
owners within one hundred (100) feet, and all property owners of opposite 
frontages. 

(78) Professional Office. The office of a doctor, practitioner, dentist, minister, 
architect, landscape architect, engineer, lawyer, author, musician or other 
recognized trade. When established in a residential district, a professional 
office shall be incidental to the residential occupation, not more than 
twenty-five percent (25%) of the floor area of one (1) story of a dwelling 
unit shall be occupied by such office and only one (1) unlighted nameplate, 
not exceeding one (1) square foot in area, containing the name and 
profession of the occupant of the premises shall be exhibited. 

(79) Public Airport. Any airport which complies with the definition contained in 
Section 114.013(3), Wisconsin Statutes, or any airport which serves or offers 
to serve common carriers en&aged in air transport. 

(80) Rear Yard. A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depth of 
which shall be the minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line 
and a line parallel thereto through the nearest point of the principal 
structure. This yard shall be opposite the street yard or one (1) of the 
street yards on a corner lot. 

(81) Regional Flood. This regional flood is a flood determined to be represen-
tative of large floods known to have generally occurred in Wisconsin and 
which may be expected to occur on a particular stream because of like 
physical characteristics. The flood frequency of the regional flood is once 
in every one hundred (100) years; this means that in any given year, there 
is a one percent (1%) chance that the regional flood may occur or be 
exceeded. During a typical thirty (30) year mortgage period, the regional 
flood has a twenty-six percent (26%) chance of occurrence. 

(82) Retail. The sale of goods or merchandise in small quantities to the 
consumer. 

(83) Setback. The minimum horizontal distance between the front lot line and 
the nearest point of the foundation of that portion of the building to be 
enclosed. The overhang cornices shall not exceed twenty-four (24) inches. 
any overhang of the cornice in excess of twenty-four (24) inches shall be 
compensated by increasing the setback by an amount equal to the excess of 
cornice over twenty-four (24) inches. Uncovered steps shall not be 
included in measuring the setback. 

(84) Side Yard. A yard extending from the street yard to the rear yard of the 
lot, the width of which shall be the minimum horizontal distance between 
the side lot line and a line parallel thereto through the nearest point of  
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the principal structure. 
(85) Signs. Any medium, including its structure, words, letters, figures, 

numerals, phrases, sentences, emblems, devices, designs, trade names or 
trademarks by which anything is made known and which are used to 
advertise or promote an individual, firm, association, corporation, profes-
sion, business, commodity or product and which is visible from any public 
street or highway. 

(86) Story. That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor 
and the surface of the next floor above it, or if there is no floor above it, 
then the space between the floor and the ceiling next above it. Any 
portion of a story exceeding fourteen (14) feet in height shall be considered 
as an additional story for each fourteen (14) feet or fraction thereof. A 
basement having one-half (1/2) or more of its height above grade shall be 
deemed a story for purposes of height regulation. 

(87) Story. Half. That portion of a building under a gable, hip or mansard roof, 
the wall plates of which, on at least two (2) opposite exterior walls, are 
not more than four and one-half (4-1/2) feet above the finished floor of 
such story. In the case of one (1) family dwellings, two (2) family 
dwellings and multi-family dwellings less than three (3) stories in height, a 
half (1/2) story in a sloping roof shall not be counted as a story for the 
purposes of this Code. 

(88) Street. Property other than an alley or private thoroughfare or travelway 
which is subject to public easement or right-of-way for use as a thorough-
fare and which is twenty-one (21) feet or more in width. 

(89) Street Yard. A yard extending across the full width of the lot, the depot 
of which shall be the minimum horizontal distance between the existing 
street or highway right-of-way line and a line parallel thereto through the 
nearest point of the principal structure. Corner lots shall have two (2) 
street yards. 

(90) Structure. Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a 
permanent location on the ground or attached to something having a 
permanent location on the ground. 

(91) Structural Alterations. Ay chahge in the supporting members of a 
strticture, such as foundations, bearing walls; columns, beams or girders. 

(92) Temporary Structure. A movable structure not designed for human 
occupancy nor for the protection of goods or chattels and not forming an 
enclosure, such as billboards. 

(93) Use. The purpose or activity for which the land or building thereof is 
designed, arranged or intended, or for which it is occupied or maintained. 

(94) Use. Accessory. A subordinate building or use which is located on the 
same lot on which the principal building or use is situated and which is 
reasonably necessary and incidental to the conduct of the primary use of 
such building or main use, when permitted by district regulations. 

(95) Use. Principal. The main use of land or building as distinguished from 
subordinate or accessory use. 

(96) Utilities. Public and private facilities, such as water wells, water and 
sewage pumping stations, water storage tanks, electrical power substations, 
static transformer stations, telephone and telegraph exchanges, microwave 
radio relays and gas regulation stations, inclusive of associated transmission 
facilities, but not including sewage disposal plants, municipal incinerators, 
warehouses, shops, storage yards and power plants. 

(97) Vision Clearance. An unoccupied triangular space at the street corner of a 
corner lot which is bounded by the street lines and a setback line 
connecting points specified by measurement from the corner on each street 
line. 
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(98) Yard. An open space on the same lot with a structure, unoccupied and 
unobstructed from the ground upward except the vegetation. The street 
and rear yards extend the full width of the lot. 

(99) Zero Lot Line. The concept whereby two (2) respective dwelling units 
within a building shall be on separate and abutting lots and shall meet on 
the common property line between them, thereby having zero space between 
said units. 

(100) Zoning Permit. A permit issued by the Zoning Administrator to certify that 
the use of lands, structures, air and waters subject to this Chapter are or 
shall be used in accordance with the provisions of said Chapter. 

Amended: 7-15-97 


