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(f) Putting cutoff valves on sewer lines or eliminating gravity flow basement drains. 

7.6 PUBLIC INFORMATION 

(1) Place marks on structures to show the depth of inundation during the regional flood.  

(2) All maps, engineering data and regulations shall be available and widely distributed.  

(3) All real estate transfers should show what floodplain zoning district any real property is in. 

8.0 AMENDMENTS  

8.1 GENERAL 

The governing body may change or supplement the floodplain zoning district boundaries and this 

ordinance in the manner provided by law. Actions which require an amendment include, but are 

not limited to, the following: 

(1) Any change to the official floodplain zoning map, including the floodway line or boundary 

of any floodplain area. 

(2) Correction of discrepancies between the water surface profiles and floodplain zoning maps. 

(3) Any fill in the floodplain which raises the elevation of the filled area to a height at or above 

the flood protection elevation and is contiguous to land lying outside the floodplain. 

(4) Any fill or floodplain encroachment that obstructs flow, increasing regional flood height 

0.01 foot or more. 

(5) Any upgrade to a floodplain zoning ordinance text required by s. NR 116.05, Wis. Adm. 

Code, or otherwise required by law, or for changes by the municipality. 

(6) All channel relocations and changes to the maps to alter floodway lines or to remove an 

area from the floodway or the floodfringe that is based on a base flood elevation from a 

FIRM requires prior approval by FEMA. 

Note: Consult the FEMA web site - www.fema.gov - for the map change fee schedule. 

8.2 PROCEDURES 

Ordinance amendments may be made upon petition of any interested party according to the 

provisions of s. 62.23, Stats., for cities and villages, or 59.69, Stats., for counties. Such petitions 

shall include all necessary data required by ss. 5.4 and 7.1(2). 

(
1
) The proposed amendment shall be referred to the zoning agency for a public hearing and 

recommendation to the governing body. The amendment and notice of public hearing shall 

be submitted to the Department Regional office for review prior to the hearing. The 

amendment procedure shall comply with the provisions of s. 62.23, Stats., for cities and 

villages or s. 59.69, Stats., for counties. 

http://www.fema.gov/
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(2) No amendments shall become effective until reviewed and approved by the Department. 

(3) All persons petitioning for a map amendment that obstructs flow, increasing regional flood 

height 0.01 foot or more, shall obtain flooding easements or other appropriate legal 

arrangements from all adversely affected property owners and notify local units of 

government before the amendment can be approved by the governing body. 

(4) For amendments in areas with no water surface profiles, the zoning agency or board shall 

consider data submitted by the Department, the zoning administrator's visual on-site 

inspections and other available information. (See s. 1.5(4).) 

9.0 ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 

Any violation of the provisions of this ordinance by any person shall be unlawful and shall be 

referred to the municipal attorney who shall expeditiously prosecute all such violators. A violator 

shall, upon conviction, forfeit to the municipality a penalty of not less than $ 25 and not more than 

$50, (as provided in section 87.30(2), Stats.) together with a taxable cost of such action. Each day 

of continued violation shall constitute a separate offense. Every violation of this ordinance is a 

public nuisance and the creation may be enjoined and the maintenance may be abated by action at 

suit of the municipality, the state, or any citizen thereof pursuant to s. 87.30, Stats. 

10.0 DEFINITIONS 

Unless specifically defined, words and phrases in this ordinance shall have their common law 

meaning and shall be applied in accordance with their common usage. Words used in the present 

tense include the future, the singular number includes the plural and the plural number includes 

the singular. The word "may" is permissive, "shall" is mandatory and is not discretionary. 

1) "A ZONES" - Those areas shown on the Official Floodplain Zoning Map which would be inundated 

by the regional flood. These areas may be numbered or unnumbered A Zones. The A Zones may or 

may not be reflective of flood profiles, depending on the availability of data for a given area. 

2) "ACCESSORY STRUCTURE OR USE" - A facility, structure, building or use which is accessory or 

incidental to the principal use of a property, structure or building. 

3) "BASE FLOOD" - Means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any 

given year, as published by FEMA as part of a FIS and depicted on a FIRM. 

4) "BASEMENT" - Any enclosed area of a building having its floor sub-grade, i.e., below ground level, 

on all sides. 

5) "BUILDING" - See STRUCTURE. 

6) "BULKHEAD LINE" - A geographic line along a reach of navigable water that has been adopted by 

a municipal ordinance and approved by the Department pursuant to s. 30.11, Stats., and which allows 

limited filling between this bulkhead line and the original ordinary highwater mark, except where 

such filling is prohibited by the floodway provisions of this ordinance. 

7) "CAMPGROUND" - Any parcel of land which is designed, maintained, intended or used for the 

purpose of providing sites for nonpermanent overnight use by 4 or more camping units, or which is 

advertised or represented as a camping area. 



8) "CAMPING UNIT" - Any portable device, no more than 400 square feet in area, used as a 

temporary shelter, including but not limited to a camping trailer, motor home, bus, van, pick-up 

truck, tent or other mobile recreational vehicle. 

9) "CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE" - A certification that the construction and the use of land or a 

building, the elevation of fill or the lowest floor of a structure is in compliance with all of the 

provisions of this ordinance. 

10) "CHANNEL" — A natural or artificial watercourse with definite bed and banks to confine and 

conduct normal flow of water. 

11) "CRAWLWAYS" OR "CRAWL SPACE" - An enclosed area below the first usable floor of a 

building, generally less than five feet in height, used for access to plumbing and electrical utilities. 

12) "DECK" — An unenclosed exterior structure that has no roof or sides, but has a permeable floor 

which allows the infiltration of precipitation. 

13) "DEPARTMENT" - The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

14) "DEVELOPMENT" - Any artificial change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but not 

limited to, the construction of buildings, structures or accessory structures; the construction of 

additions or alterations to buildings, structures or accessory structures; the repair of any damaged 

structure or the improvement or renovation of any structure, regardless of percentage of damage or 

improvement; the placement of buildings or structures; subdivision layout and site preparation; 

mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations; the storage, deposition 

or extraction of materials or equipment; and the installation, repair or removal of public or private 

sewage disposal systems or water supply facilities. 

15) "DRYLAND ACCESS" - A vehicular access route which is above the regional flood elevation and 

which connects land located in the floodplain to land outside the floodplain, such as a road with its 

surface above regional flood elevation and wide enough for wheeled rescue and relief vehicles. 

16) "ENCROACHMENT" - Any fill, structure, equipment, building, use or development in the 

floodway. 

17) "EXISTING MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION" - A parcel of land, divided 

into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale, on which the construction of facilities for 

servicing the lots is completed before the effective date of this ordinance. At a minimum, this would 

include the installation of utilities, the construction of streets and either final site grading or the 

pouring of concrete pads 
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18) "EXPANSION TO EXISTING MOBILE/MANUFACTURED HOME PARK" - The preparation of 

additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured 

homes are to be affixed. This includes installation of utilities, construction of streets and either final 

site grading, or the pouring if concrete pads. 

19) "FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA)" - The federal agency that 

administers the National Flood Insurance Program. 

20) "FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP" (FIRM) - A map of a community on which the Federal 

Insurance Administration has delineated both special flood hazard areas (the floodplain) and the risk 

premium zones applicable to the community. This map can only be amended by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency. 

21) "FLOOD" or "FLOODING" — A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation 

of normally dry land areas caused by one of the following conditions: 

 The overflow or rise of inland waters, 

 The rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source, 

 The inundation caused by waves or currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical levels along the 

shore of Lake Michigan or Lake Superior, or 

 The sudden increase caused by an unusually high water level in a natural body of water, 

accompanied by a severe storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature, such as a seiche, or by some 

similarly unusual event. 

22) "FLOOD FREQUENCY" - The probability of a flood occurrence which is determined from 

statistical analyses. The frequency of a particular flood event is usually expressed as occurring, on 

the average once in a specified number of years or as a percent (%) chance of occurring in any given 

year. 

23) "FLOODFRINGE" - That portion of the floodplain outside of the floodway which is covered by 

flood waters during the regional flood and associated with standing water rather than flowing water. 

24) "FLOOD HAZARD BOUNDARY MAP" - A map designating approximate flood hazard areas. 

Flood hazard areas are designated as unnumbered A-Zones and do not contain floodway lines or 

regional flood elevations. This map forms the basis for both the regulatory and insurance aspects of 

the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) until superseded by a Flood Insurance Study and a 

Flood Insurance Rate Map. 

25) "FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY" - A technical engineering examination, evaluation, and 

determination of the local flood hazard areas. It provides maps designating those areas affected by 

the regional flood and provides both flood insurance rate zones and base flood elevations and may 

provide floodway lines. The flood hazard areas are designated as numbered and unnumbered A-

Zones. Flood Insurance Rate Maps, that accompany the Flood Insurance Study, form the basis for both 

the regulatory and the insurance aspects of the National Flood Insurance Program. 

26) "FLOODPLAIN" - Land which has been or may be covered by flood water during the regional flood. 

It includes the floodway and the floodfringe, and may include other designated floodplain areas for 

regulatory purposes. 
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27) "FLOODPLAIN ISLAND" - A natural geologic land formation within the floodplain that is 

surrounded, but not covered, by floodwater during the regional flood. 

28) "FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT" - Policy and procedures to insure wise use of floodplains, 

including mapping and engineering, mitigation, education, and administration and enforcement of 

floodplain regulations. 

29) "FLOOD PROFILE" - A graph or a longitudinal profile line showing the relationship of the water 

surface elevation of a flood event to locations of land surface elevations along a stream or river. 

30) "FLOODPROOFING" - Any combination of structural provisions, changes or adjustments to 

properties and structures, water and sanitary facilities and contents of buildings subject to flooding, 

for the purpose of reducing or eliminating flood damage. 

31) "FLOOD PROTECTION ELEVATION" - An elevation of two feet of freeboard above the water 

surface profile elevation designated for the regional flood. (Also see: FREEBOARD.) 

32) "FLOOD STORAGE" - Those floodplain areas where storage of floodwaters has been taken into 

account during analysis in reducing the regional flood discharge. 

33) "FLOODWAY" - The channel of a river or stream and those portions of the floodplain adjoining the 

channel required to carry the regional flood discharge. 

34) "FREEBOARD" - A safety factor expressed in terms of a specified number of feet above a calculated 

flood level. Freeboard compensates for any factors that cause flood heights greater than those 

calculated, including ice jams, debris accumulation, wave action, obstruction of bridge openings and 

floodways, the effects of watershed urbanization, loss of flood storage areas due to development and 

aggregation of the river or stream bed. 

35) "HABITABLE STRUCTURE" - Any structure or portion thereof used or designed for human 

habitation. 

36) "HEARING NOTICE" - Publication or posting meeting the requirements of Ch. 985, Stats. For 

appeals, a Class 1 notice, published once at least one week (7 days) before the hearing, is required. 

For all zoning ordinances and amendments, a Class 2 notice, published twice, once each week 

consecutively, the last at least a week (7 days) before the hearing. Local ordinances or bylaws may 

require additional notice, exceeding these minimums. 

37) "HIGH FLOOD DAMAGE POTENTIAL" - Damage that could result from flooding that includes 

any danger to life or health or any significant economic loss to a structure or building and its 

contents. 

38) "HISTORIC STRUCTURE" - Any structure that is either: 

 Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places or preliminarily determined by the 

Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register, 

 Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historical 

significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to 

qualify as a registered historic district, 


