
Licensing of Dogs and Cats; Regulation of Animals 

(c) Wild Animals; Prohibition on Keeping. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
keep, maintain or have in his possession or under his control within the Village 
any poisonous reptile or any other dangerous or carnivorous wild animal, insect 
or reptile, any vicious or dangerous domesticated animal or any other animal or 
reptile of wild, vicious or dangerous propensities. Specifically, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to keep, maintain or have in his possession or under his 
control within the Village any of the following animals, reptiles or insects: 
(1) All poisonous animals and reptiles including rear-fang snakes. 
(2) Apes: Chimpanzees (Pan); gibbons (Hylobates); gorillas (Gorilla); orangutans 

(Pongo); ans siamangs (Symphalangus). 
3 Baboons (Papoi, Mandrillus).  
4 Bears (Ursidae). 
5 Bison (Bison). 
6 Cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus). 
7 Crocodilians (Crocodilia), thirty (30) inches in length or more. 
8 Constrictor snakes. 
9 Coyotes (Canis latrans) 

(10) Deer (Cervidae); includes all members of the deer family; for example, 
whitetailed deer, elk, antelope and moose. 

11 Elephants (Elephas and Loxodonta). 
12 Game cocks and other fighting birds. 
13 Hippopotami (Hippopotamidae).  
14 Hyenas (Hyaenidae). 
15 Jaguars (Panthera onca). 
16 Leopards (Panthera pardus).  
17 Lions (Panthera leo). 
18 Lynxes (Lynx). 
19 Monkeys, old world (Cercopithecidae). 
20 Ostriches (Struthio). 
21 Pumas (Felis concolor); also known as cougars, mountain lions and panthers.  
22 Rhinoceroses (Rhinocero tidae).  
23 Sharks (class Chondrichthyes). 
24 Snow leopards (Panthera uncia).  
25 Tigers (Panthera tigris). 
26 Wolves (Canis lupus). 
27 Poisonous insects. 
28 Except on farms and as provided in Subsection (e) below, horses, mules, 

ponies, donkeys, cows, pigs, goats, sheep, chickens or any animal raised for 
fur-bearing purposes unless otherwise permitted elsewhere in this Code. 

(d) Exceptions; Pet Shops. The prohibitions of Subsection (c) above shall not apply 
where the creatures are in the care, custody or control of: a veterinarian for 
treatment; agricultural fairs; shows or projects of the 4-H Clubs; a display for 
judging purposes; an itinerant or transient carnival, circus or other show; dog or 
cat shows or trials; public or private educational institutions; licensed pet shops; 
zoological gardens; if: 
(1) Their location conforms to the provisions of the zoning ordinance of the 

Village. 
(2) All animals and animal quarters are kept in a clean and sanitary condition 

and so maintained as to eliminate objectionable odors. 
(3) Animals are maintained in quarters so constructed as to prevent their 

escape. 
(4) No person lives or resides within one hundred (100) feet of the quarters in 

which the animals are kept. 
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(e) Harboring Large Animals No person shall harbor or maintain any horse, cow or 
similar large animal within the Village limits unless said person owns a minimum 
of three (3) acres of properly fenced land within the Village limits so as to 
adequately provide for said large animal. 

SEC. 7-1-13 SALE OF RABBITS, CHICKS OR ARTIFICIALLY 
COLORED ANIMALS. 

(a) No person may sell, offer for sale, raffle, give as a prize or premium, use as an 
advertising device or display living checks, ducklings, other fowl or rabbits that 
have been dyed or otherwise colored artificially. 

(b) (1) No person may sell, offer for sale, barter or give away living chicks, 
ducklings or other fowl without providing proper brooder facilities for the 
care of such chicks, ducklings or other fowl during the time they are in 
such person's care, custody or control. 

(2) No retailer, as defined in Sec. 100.30(2)(g), Wis. Stats., may sell, offer for 
sale, barter or give away living baby rabbits, baby chicks, ducklings or 
other fowl under two (2) months of age, in any quantity less than six (6), 
unless the purpose of selling these animals is for agricultural, wildlife or 
scientific purposes. 

State Law Reference: Sec. 948.11, Wis. Stats. 

SEC. 7-1-14 PROVIDING PROPER FOOD AND DRINK TO  
CONFINED ANIMALS. 

(a) No person owning or responsible for confining or impounding any animal may 
refuse or neglect to supply the animal with a sufficient supply of food and water 
as prescribed in this Section. 

-1:•) The food shall be sufficient to maintain all animals in good health.  

(c) If potable water is not accessible to the animals at all times, it shall be provided 
daily and in sufficient quantity for the health of the animal. 

State Law Reference: Sec. 948.13, Wis. Stats. 

SEC. 7-1-15 PROVIDING PROPER SHELTER. 

(a) Proper Shelter. No person owning or responsible for confining or impounding 
any animal may fail to provide the animal with proper shelter as prescribed in 
this Section. In the case of farm animals, nothing in this Section shall be 
construed as imposing shelter requirements or standards more stringent than 
normally accepted husbandry practices in the particular county where the animal 
or shelter is located. 

(b) Indoor Standards. Minimum indoor standards of shelter shall include: 
(1) Ambient temperatures. The ambient temperature shall be compatible with 

the health of the animal. 
(2) Ventilation. Indoor housing facilities shall be adequately ventilated by 

natural or mechanical means to provide for the health of the animals at all 
times. 
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(c) Outdoor Standards. Minimum outdoor standards of shelter shall include: 
(1) Shelter from sunlight. When sunlight is likely to cause heat exhaustion of 

an animal tied or caged outside, sufficient shade by natural or artificial 
means shall be provided to protect the animal from direct sunlight. As 
used in this paragraph, "caged" does not include farm fencing used to 
confine farm animals. 

(2) Shelter from inclement weather. 
a. Animals generally. Natural or artificial shelter appropriate to the local 

climatic conditions for the species concerned shall be provided as 
necessary for the health of the animal. 

b. Dogs. If a dog is tied or confined unattended outdoors under weather 
conditions which adversely affect the health of the dog, a shelter of 
suitable size to accommodate the dog shall be provided. 

(d) Space Standards. Minimum space requirements for both indoor and outdoor 
enclosures shall include: 
(1) Structural strength. The housing facilities shall be structurally sound and 

maintained in good repair to protect the animals from injury and to contain 
the animals 

(2) Space requirements. Enclosures shall be constructed and maintained so as 
to provide sufficient space to allow each animal adequate freedom of 
movement. Inadequate space may be indicated by evidence of debility, 
stress or abnormal behavior patterns. 

(e) Sanitation Standards. Minimum standards of sanitation for both indoor and 
outdoor enclosures shall include periodic cleaning to remove excreta and other 
waste materials, dirt and trash so as to minimize health hazards. 

State Law Reference: Sec. 948.14, Wis. Stats. 

SEC. 7-1-16 NEGLECI ED OR ABANDONED ANIMALS. 

(a) Neglected or Abandoned Animals 
(1) No person may abandon any animal  
(2) Any law enforcement officer or animal warden may remove, shelter and care 

for an animal found to be cruelly exposed to the weather, starved or denied 
adequate water, neglected, abandoned or otherwise treated in a cruel 
manner and may deliver such animal to another person to be sheltered, 
cared for and given medical attention, if necessary. In all cases the owner, 
if known, shall be immediately notified and such officer, or other person, 
having possession of the animal shall have a lien thereon for its care, 
keeping and medical attention and the expense of notice. 

(3) If the owner or custodian is unknown and cannot, with reasonable effort, 
be ascertained or does not, within five (5) days after notice, redeem the 
animal by paying the expenses incurred, it may be treated as a stray and 
dealt with as such. 

(4) Whenever in the opinion of any such officer or animal warden an animal is 
hopelessly injured or diseased so as to be beyond the probability of 
recovery, it shall be lawful for such officer to kill such animal and the 
owner thereof shall not recover damages for the killing of such animal 
unless he shall prove that such killing was unwarranted. 

(5) Section 948.16, Investigation of Cruelty Complaints, and Sec. 948.17, Wis. 
Stats., Expenses of Investigation, are hereby adopted by reference and made 
a part of this Chapter. 



Licensing of Dogs and Cats; Regulation of Animals 

(b) Injured Animals No person who owns, harbors or keeps any animal shall fail to 
provide proper medical attention to such animal when and if such animal becomes 
sick or injured. In the event the owner of such animal cannot be located, the 
Village or any animal control agency with whom the Village has an agreement or 
contract shall have the authority to take custody of such animal for the purpose 
of providing medical treatment, and the owner thereof shall reimburse the person 
or organization for the costs of such treatment. 

State Law Reference: Sections 948.15, 948.16 and 948.17, Wis. Stats. 

SEC. 7-1-17 CRUELTY TO ANIMALS AND BIRDS PROHIBITED. 

(a) Acts of Cruelty Prohibited. No person except a law enforcement or animal 
control officer in the pursuit of his duties shall, within the Village, shoot or kill 
or commit an act of cruelty to any animal or bird or disturb any bird's nests or 
bird's eggs. 

(b) Leading Animal From Motor Vehicle. No person shall lead any animal upon a 
Village street from a motor vehicle or from a trailer or semi-trailer drawn by a 
motor vehicle. 

(c) Use of Poisonous and Controlled Substances. No person may expose any pet 
animal owned by another to any known poisonous substance or controlled 
substance listed in Sec. 161.14, Wis. Stats., whether mixed with meat or other 
food or not, where it is reasonable to anticipate the substance may be eaten by 
such animal or for the purpose of harming the animal. This Subsection shall not 
apply to poison used on one's own premises and designed for the purpose of 
rodent and pest extermination, nor the use of a controlled substance used in 
accepted veterinarian practice or in research by persons or organizations 
regularly engaged in such research. 

(d) Use of Certain Devices Prohibited. No person may directly or indirectly, or by 
aiding, abetting or permitting the doing thereof either put, place, fasten, use or 
fix upon or to any animal used or readied for use for a work purpose or for use 
in an exhibition, competition, rodeo, circus or other performance any of the 
following devices: a bristle bur, tack bur or like device; or a poling device used 
to train a horse to jump which is charged with electricity or to which have been 
affixed nails, tacks or other sharp points. 

(e) Shooting at Caged or Staked Animals. No person may instigate, promote, aid or 
abet as a principal, agent, employee, participant or spectator, or participate in 
the earnings from or intentionally maintain or allow any place to be used for the 
shooting, killing or wounding with a firearm or any deadly weapon any animal 
that is tied, staked out, caged or otherwise intentionally confined in a man-made 
enclosure, regardless of size. 

SEC. 7-1-18 LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF DOGS AND CATS. 

(a) Purpose. The keeping of a large number of dogs and cats within the Village of 
Nichols for a considerable period of time detracts from and, in many instances, 
is detrimental to, healthful and comfortable life in such areas. The keeping of a 
large number of dogs and cats is, therefore, declared a public nuisance. 

(b) Definitions. 
(1) Dog. A dog means any canine, regardless of age or sex. 
(2) Residential Lot. A residential lot means a parcel of land occupied or to be 

occupied by a dwelling, platted or unplatted, and under common ownership.  
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For the purpose of this Section, any vacant parcel or parcels adjoining a 
dwelling and under the same ownership shall constitute one (1) lot. 

(c) Numbers Limited. 
(1) No family or other group of persons living together in a single residential 

unit shall own, harbor or keep in its possession more than two (2) dogs and 
two (2) cats on any residential lot without the prior approval of the Village 
Board except that a litter of pups or a portion of a litter may be kept for 
not more than eight (8) weeks from birth. For the purposes of this 
Section, the term "family" shall be defined as one (1) or more persons. 

(2) The above requirement may be waived with the approval of the Village 
Board when a kennel license has been issued by the Village pursuant to 
Section 7-1-3(b). Such application for waiver shall first be made to the 
Village Clerk-Treasurer. 

SEC. 7-1-19 TRAPPING OF ANIMALS. 

(a) In the interest of public health and safety, it shall be unlawful for any person, 
in or on Village-owned land within the Village of Nichols to set, place or tend 
any trap for the purpose of trapping, killing, catching, wounding, worrying or 
molesting any animal, except by use of live box-type traps only. Live box-type 
traps shall be defined as those traps which capture and hold an animal in an 
alive and unharmed condition. 

(b) This Section shall prohibit the use of all traps other than live traps as described 
above, including, but not limited to, traps commonly known as leg traps, pan-
type traps or other traps designed to kill, wound or close upon a portion of the 
body of an animal. 

(c) All such traps set, placed or tended shall comply with Chapter 29 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes as they relate to trapping. 

d) This Section shall not apply to trapping on private property. 
e   

) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit or hinder the Village of Nichols or its 
employees or agents from performing their official duties. 

SEC. 7-1-20 PENALTIES. 

(a) Any person violating Sections 7-1-15, 7-1-16, 7-1-17, 7-1-18 or 7-1-19 shall be 
subject to a forfeiture of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) and not more than 
Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00). This Section shall also permit the Village 
Attorney to apply to the court of competent jurisdiction for a temporary or 
permanent injunction restraining any person from violating any aspect of this 
Ordinance 

(b) (1) Anyone who violates Sections 7-1-1, 7-1-2, 7-1-3, 7-1-4 and 7-1-5 of this 
Code of Ordinances or Chapter 174, Wis. Stats., shall be subject to a 
forfeiture of not less than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and not more than 
Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) for the first offense and not less than One 
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) and not more than Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) 
for any subsequent offenses. 


