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     Planning Board Meeting 
                 Minutes 
         January 17, 2017 
 

Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:29PM by Chairman Morse. 
 
In Attendance:  Chairman Stanley Morse, Charles Frisina, Heather LaVarnway, Joseph Forte 
and Dave Clouser (Barton & Loguidice).  Excused:  Joseph Still 

Pledge of Allegiance:  Led by Mr. Forte.   
 
Review of Minutes:   A motion was made by Mr. Frisina and seconded by Mr. Forte to approve 
the November 15, 2016 Planning Board meeting minutes.  All were in favor. 

Old Business:  Public Hearing for 3311 Franklin Avenue – Site Plan/Special Use Permit 
Application for a detached accessory apartment to be located on the second floor of the existing 
detached garage.  Ms. Buffy Arbogast, Ms. Beth Daidone and attorney Cara Whalen represented 
this application along with Architect Edmond Loedy. 
Mr. Frisina moved and Mrs. LaVarnway seconded a motion to open the Public Hearing portion of 
this meeting.  All were in favor. 
Chairman Morse reminded the applicants that if this application is approved construction must 
begin with one year and must be completed within two years.  He noted that if these schedules 
cannot be met, the applicants are welcome to come back before the Planning Board and request 
an extension. 
Mr.  Forte moved and Mr. Frisina seconded a motion declaring that the Planning Board be 
designated as the Lead Agency for this review since it is an Unlisted Action and a coordinated 
review is not required. All were in favor. 
Chairman Morse noted that a Site Plan application is the highest level of authority for the  
Planning Board. 
Mr. Clouser read, reviewed and completed the Short Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) – 
Parts 1 and 2.  Mr.  Frisina moved and Mr. Forte seconded a motion to approve it as a negative 
declaration.  All were in favor.  A copy of the EAF is attached to these minutes. 
Mr. Clouser then read and reviewed the SEQRA Determination of No Significant Impact and 
Conditioned Site Plan and Special Use Permit Approval document.  After much discussion, it was 
decided to delete Condition #1 (” The special use permit is subject to owner occupation of the 
principal residence.  The special use permit and the certificate of occupancy for the accessory 
apartment shall become null and void should there be a change in ownership or a change in 
residence of the owner.”).  A copy of the revised Determination is attached to these minutes. 
A discussion ensued regarding showing the location of the utilities on the Site Plan.  Architect 
Loedy explained that he was not completely certain of the exact location and suggests that it not be 
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noted on the Plan.  Once a dig line is completed, a more accurate notation can be marked.  Once 
the exact location is determined, the Board is requesting an information copy for our files.  The 
Board stressed that it does not have to be done by a surveyor. 
Chairman Morse asked if the Board members had any comments: 
Mr.  Forte had no comment. 
Mrs. LaVarnway asked if the apartment would be a one-bedroom or studio.  Architect Loedy 
responded that it will be a one-bedroom.  The layout specifics will be submitted with the building 
permit application. 
Mr.  Frisina explained his former concerns regarding the bulk requirements for this project.  
After discussion with the Zoning Board of Appeals chairman, Joel Diemond, Mr. Frisina was 
assured that Village Code Section 230.27A usurps 230.27D – so he is comfortable with this 
application as presented. 
Mr.  Frank Redl attended the meeting in support of this project with praise for the applicant’s 
hard work and great property care.   
Attorney Whalen provided a letter, signed by many of the neighboring property owners, in 
support of this application. 
Mr. Frisina moved and Mrs.  LaVarnway seconded a motion to close the Public Hearing portion 
of the meeting.  All were in favor. 
Mr. Forte moved and Mrs. LaVarnway seconded a motion to approve the Conditioned Site Plan 
and Special Use Permit as revised (removing the original Condition #1 – noted above).  All were in 
favor. 
 
New Business: N/A 
 
Other Business/Administrative Items: 

1. Limone – 11/16/16 ZBA Public Hearing.  Variance granted. Wall sign approved. 
2. Merritt Books – 12/15/16 ZBA Public Hearing.  Variance granted. Freestanding sign 

approved. 
3. Maura’s Kitchen – 12/15/16 ZBA Public Hearing.  Variance granted. Freestanding sign 

approved.  
4. Chairman Morse explained that the we must adhere to the Dutchess County Dept of 

Planning & Development’s 30-day submittal requirement for all necessary applications.  
This requires all applicant documentation to be received no later than 30 days in advance 
of a scheduled public hearing. 

5. Chairman Morse reported that he submitted a multi-page document to Mayor Brown 
outlining the Planning Board activities along with a Code Committee update. 

6. Chairman Morse noted that our fee schedule must be reviewed and increased. 
7. Chairman Morse mentioned that both he and Charles Frisina will be away for the 

February and March meetings.  Mr. Frisina will also be away for the April meeting.  Mr. 
Frisina moved and Mrs. LaVarnway seconded a motion to cancel the February Planning 
Board meeting.  All were in favor.  Chairman Morse will ask Mr. Still to chair the March 
2017 meeting. 
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8. Mr. Forte mentioned that one of his neighbors appears to have 2 illegal accessory 
apartments in their home.  Chairman Morse asked him to contact the Building 
Inspector/Code Enforcement officer to report this. 

9. Mrs. LaVarnway showed a cell phone picture of a Franklin Avenue business with 
inappropriate Valentine holiday lights shining on the front of business.  Chairman Morse 
will contact the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer regarding this issue. 

10. Secretary Gould will meet with Howard Schuman to research the possibility of  
electronic/digital applicant submittals and report back to the Board. 
 

 
Adjournment:   Mrs. LaVarnway moved and Mr. Frisina seconded a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:53PM.  All were in favor.  

 




















