
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 
October 13, 2015 

 
 
 The Village of Millbrook Board of Trustees held a regular meeting on Tuesday, October13, 2015.  
Mayor Laura M. Hurley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and led the pledge of allegiance. The 
following Trustees were present; Joe Spagnola, Tim Collopy and Rod Brown.  Trustee Mike Herzog was 
excused. 
 
 The Mayor announced that Village Clerk and Treasurer Linda T. Wiltse had submitted her 
resignation and read the letter into the record. (See attached.)  On behalf of the Board and the community 
the Mayor thanked Mrs. Wiltse for her service and wished her well in her future endeavors.  Deputy 
Mayor Spagnola made a motion seconded by Trustee Collopy to accept the resignation.  All ayes were 
recorded. 
 
The following Department reports were presented:   
 

Fire Rescue:  The company is receiving regular updates on the fire truck currently in production 
and do not expect any additions to the quoted cost.  The Mayor reported that volunteers are still 
desperately needed. 
 

Water/Sewer:  Scott Osborne submitted the monthly operations report. (attached) Mr. Osborne 
also informed the Board that approximately 49 water meters were left to be installed.  The meter reading 
unit will be serviced and manhole rehabilitation for the year is complete.  It was noted that the Board 
would be discussing legal proceedings against delinquent accounts in executive session. 

 
Highway:  Robert Collocola reported on the daily operations of the public works department.  He 

further suggested that the Village institute a second brush collection period in addition to the April/May 
session.  The Board concurred and will set brush pick up in September and October as well in order to 
increase removal services for the residents. 

 
Police: Trustee Collopy presented the monthly incident report as well as the incident summary 

report.  Fire arms training took place as a shared exercise with the Town of Union Vale.  The benefits and 
risks of body cameras were discussed and consensus was that body cameras were not necessary for the 
Village Police force at this time. 

 
Planning Board:  Chairman Stan Morse reported that the planning board has been reviewing 

mostly sign issues and that the Gordon Raspa application on Harts Village Road had been approved.  The 
code update process has concluded what he described as Phase I.  He expects to generate 8 deliverables 
for the Board of Trustees and Legal to review.  Public Hearings will then be scheduled and held in order 
to obtain public comment.  Chairman Morse concluded by saying that all members of the planning board 
had completed their required training and he is always looking for additional resources to assist our 
members. 

 
 
 
 
 



Mayor Hurley opened the floor to public participation: 
 
Michael and Gladys Lang requested additional yellow stripping to better identify crosswalks on 

side streets citing safety concerns. 
Andrew Ciferri commented that it was his opinion that that the changes to no parking areas on 

Church Street made matters worse. Deputy Mayor Spagnola replied that the action was based on concerns 
from residents on Manor Drive and Manzi Drive.  Board members made site visits before enacting the 
Local Law extending the no parking zones.  The Deputy Mayor and Public Works Superintendent would 
observe traffic in the coming weeks and assured him that his comments were duly noted. 

Christopher Hoose praised the work and performance of the Highway workers, Bob Collocola, 
Geoff Horton, and Darrin Bunnocore.  He suggested that additional no parking signs be placed on Alden 
Place so that residents are aware that the Snow Ordinance is in effect.  He also suggested placing warning 
notices on cars parked illegally and he was informed that we do currently issued warnings to motorists. 

Andy Ciferri made the Board aware that there was a catch basin on Nine Partners Lane near 
Johnson Lane that had sunk to what he felt was a level that could cause damage to a vehicle. 
 A discussion ensued regarding sandwich board signs throughout the village.  The code update 
will address this issue and Mayor Hurley stated that she has chosen not to enforce the no sandwich board 
sign ordinance in order to support our business people and promote a business friendly atmosphere. 
 Mr. Ciferri then raised concerns regarding the former Marcello’s Restaurant located on Alden 
Place.  The business has been closed for at least three years which negates the property’s grandfathered 
non-conforming use and future uses for the property must now be returned to those uses permitted in the 
RMF zone.  Realtor signs have been advertising the building for rent or sale as a move in ready 
restaurant.  Andy asked that we contact local realtors and inform them that this property will no longer be 
able to be a commercial operation.  The Board concurred that it was not their responsibility to contact 
realtors or property owners.  The information would come out during the Use Permit process. 
 
 The Board of Trustees acknowledged receipt of the Millbrook Library Quarterly report.  
 
 Deleware Engineering submitted a proposal for drilling a test well at the water treatment plant.  
Ongoing attempts to meet Board of Health regulations at a reasonable cost to taxpayers continue.  Deep 
wells may potentially be not only cost effective but a higher quality water product. 
 
 Central Hudson is asking the Village of Millbrook to update street lights to LED bulbs in a mass 
replacement project rather than when the existing bulbs burnout one at a time.  Questions remain 
regarding light level ratings and no action was taken. 
 
 Independent engineer Eric Holt prepared a dam inspection report for the dam on Stanford Road.  
Deputy Mayor Spagnola reported that he participated in the examination by lowering the levels of the 
Mill Pond to get a complete picture.  It is anticipated that extensive repairs will need to be undertaken. 
 

Mayor Hurley entertained a motion to open the Public Hearing on an application for a 
Community Development Block Grant for a Sidewalk and Crosswalk Safety & ADA Improvement 
Capital Project.  Trustee Collopy made a motion, seconded by Trustee Spagnola to open the Public 
Hearing.  All ayes were recorded and the hearing was opened at 7:45 pm. 

Mayor Hurley explained that all applications for the use of CDBG funds require a public hearing 
in order to solicit comments from the public and to include residents in the application process.  
Discussions regarding the Sidewalk Improvement Plan have been ongoing for the past several months.  
The proposed application is seeking $44,000 in grant funding to improve sidewalk safety and bring into 
current ADA Compliance the sidewalk accesses at the intersection of Church Street and Franklin Avenue.  



She informed the public that according to the 2010 Census 398 residents or 27.4% of our population is 
listed as senior citizens.  Additionally the Village center is used by the greater community and providing 
safe reliable street crossings and sidewalks is a Village Board priority.  Over the past 5 years the Village 
has engaged in a sidewalk shaving program to eliminate trip hazards and we annually replace selected 
sections of sidewalks.  The numerous trees lining our streets are lovely but can cause sidewalk 
disturbances due to tree roots and heaving. 

Mayor Hurley called for public input and questions.  Resident Michael Lang addressed the board 
stating that clear crosswalks are essential, especially for mothers with strollers and he requested that the 
board increase enforcement at crosswalks by issuing no parking tickets to those parked too close to the 
crosswalk.  Trustee Collopy informed Mr. Lang that this practice was already part of our police protocol. 
Public Works Superintendent Robert Collocola expressed his strong support for the project. 
There being no other public comments, Trustee Collopy made a motion to close the public hearing which 
was seconded by Trustee Brown and all were in favor.  A resolution authorizing the submission of the 
2016 Dutchess County Community Development Block Grant application was read into the record by 
Mayor Hurley, (see attached.)  A motion was made by Trustee Brown and seconded by Trustee Collopy 
to accept the Resolution.  All were in favor. 
 
 Following reports regarding general correspondence and asking for any additional public input, 
Mayor Hurley made a motion to enter into executive session.  The motion was seconded by Trustee 
Brown and all were in favor. The Board entered into session at 9:10 pm to discuss the legal process 
relating to delinquent water/sewer bills and the ability to collect past due funds.  

Deputy Mayor Spagnola made a motion to exit executive session at 9:45 pm.  Trustee Collopy 
seconded the motion and all ayes were recorded. 

 
Mayor Hurley made a motion to amend a previously mailed collection letter to offer residents the 

opportunity to pay 50% of the total unpaid balance by October 23rd provided an agreement is executed 
that the remaining balance would be split over the next three months.  If any part of the agreement is not 
upheld, water service will be terminated.  If residents do not contact VRI by 10/23/15 at all, service will 
be terminated in ten days.  Trustee Brown seconded and all were in favor. 

 
Deputy Mayor Spagnola made a motion, seconded by Trustee Collopy to adjourn the meeting.  

All were in favor and the meeting adjourned at 10:20. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Laura M. Hurley 
Mayor 


