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   Village of Millbrook 
Planning Board Meeting 
            Minutes 

                                                                    July 21, 2015 
 

Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:29 PM by Chairman Morse. 
 

In Attendance:  Chairman Stanley Morse, Joseph Still, Joseph Forte, Heather LaVarnway.   
Excused:  David Clouser (David Clouser & Assoc).  Absent:  Charles Frisina. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance:  Led by Mr. Still. 
 

Other:  Chairman Morse expressed sadness and sympathy at the recent passing of Scott Meyer – the 
owner of Merritt Bookstore in the Village.  He commented on the wonderful community spirit and 
personality of Mr. Meyer who will be deeply missed by all who know him – or knew of him.  The Board 
observed a minute of silence in Mr. Meyer’s honor. 
 

Review of Minutes:  The Minutes from the June 16, 2015 Planning Board meeting were not approved 
pending a confirmation of the weekday (Mon – Fri) hours of operation for Nooch’s Pub and Grill.  The 
SEQRA Determination of No Significant Impact and Special Use Permit and Conditioned Site Plan 
Approval submitted by Mr. Clouser – Page 4 – Conditions – Item 5… states that the “hours of operation 
shall be from 11AM until 1AM.”  Mrs. Lang was under the impression that weekday hours of operation 
would not be later than 11PM.  The Board agreed that this item needs clarification.  Chairman Morse 
will contact Mr. Clouser to resolve the question and amend the SEQRA Determination. 
Mr. Iannucci submitted a mock-up of his window sign – without a sign review form.  It also appears that 
hi window sign, as presented, exceeds the maximum 20% of window space permitted by the Village 
Code.  His sign will take up 21.6% of the window space.  This item was tabled and not voted on at this 
evening’s meeting.    A special meeting will be held on July 28th @ 7PM in the village Hall to address 
this window sign request.  Mr. Iannucci will attend this meeting and provide a sign review application. 

 

New Business: N/A 
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Other Business/Administrative Items:  Chairman Morse:   

1. Preliminary Meetings with applicants.  A discussion ensued regarding the merits of preliminary 
candidate meetings.  A preliminary meeting would involve 1 or 2 Board members.  The candidate 
would have already met with Ken McLaughlin prior to any PB preliminary meeting.   

a. Pro’s:  The meeting would be user friendly and inform the candidate of any project 
requirements prior to attending a Planning Board meeting – a way to ease the applicant 
into the Planning Board process..  The Board would have a better idea of the candidate’s 
intent to better determine the feasibility of the project. 

b. Con’s:  A great deal could have been decided about the applicant’s project at the 
preliminary meeting  - prior to the Planning Board meeting.  The Board could be 
overlooked and the project considered a “done deal” when it came before the Board. 

There was a generally positive consensus by the Board that preliminary meetings could provide  
a very useful approach and that the concerns about too many decisions/promises made at these 
pre-meetings could be handled by setting a general process for preliminary meetings that only 
deals with procedural requirements.  

The Board asked for a copy of the Statement of Use form created by Chairman Morse and Ken 
McLaughlin which outlines the applicant’s project needs and requirements.  This form is 
intended for use by Ken McLaughlin in his initial meetings with applicants.  The completed form 
was to be sent to Chairman Morse by Ken McLaughlin prior to the applicant coming before the 
Planning Board.   
A copy of this form will be sent to all. 

2. Having a designated Planning Board members as “SEQRA Contact – back up for Dave 
Clouser.  Chairman Morse explored this idea with Mr. Clouser who was in favor of a back-up.  
SEQRA is a very complex subject and requires thorough and exact rulings on each case presented 
to the Board.  Chairman Morse asked the Board to seriously consider his request for a volunteer 
back-up.  He will address this issue again at the August Board meeting. 

3. The Upcoming Bennett Project.  Chairman Morse did not have any news or update regarding 
this project.  He wanted the Board to be prepared – for the future.  It was decided that it is too 
preliminary to consider at this time. 

4.  Annual Training:  Chairman Morse reminded the Board that only 2 of the members have met 
their current year training requirements. 

5. Reasons for recusal on Board issues.  Chairman Morse decided not to address the issue at this 
evening’s meeting. 
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Adjournment:  Mr. Still moved and Ms. LaVarnway seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at  
8:26 PM.  All were in favor. 


