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   Village of Millbrook 
          Planning Board Meeting 
                     Minutes 

         April 21, 2015 

Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:31 PM by Chairman Morse. 

In Attendance:  Chairman Stanley Morse, Joseph Still and Charles Frisina.   
Excused:  Heather LaVarnway, Joseph Forte and David Clouser (David Clouser & Assoc). 

Pledge of Allegiance:  Led by Mr. Frisina. 

Review of Minutes:  Minutes from the March 17, 2015 Planning Board meeting were reviewed.  A 
motion was made by Mr. Still and seconded by Mr. Frisina to accept the minutes as presented.  All were 
in favor. 

Old Business:  

1. Danielle’s Hair Design – Danielle Swartz – Sign Review for new hair salon located at 3295 
Franklin Avenue.  Danielle’s and Pino’s presented a combined sign for the front window of 
their new shop.  Pino explained that he was told by the sign company that even though their 
window sign appears larger, their combined sign only takes up 20% of their window.  Mr. Still 
and Mr. Frisina commented that the sign is very attractive and noticeable from the sidewalk.  
After minimal discussion, Mr. Still moved and Mr. Frisina seconded a motion to approve the 
combined Danielle’s and Pino’s sign as presented.  All were in favor. 

2. Pino’s Barber Shop – Pino Pace – Shanon Holmes/owner – Sign Review for new barber 
shop located at 3295 Franklin Avenue.   After the window sign was approved, Chairman 
Morse asked if Pino’s plans to have a pole sign (as discussed at the March 17th Planning Board 
meeting).  Mr. Pace explained that he hopes to come back before the Planning Board in May 
with a design for a pole sign (similar to the one erected by Joyce Heaton Jewelers), that would 
have a non-lighted, non-moving barber pole as the “pole” part of the sign with “Pino’s Barber 
Shop” as the sign part.  Chairman Morse also asked about the plans for a new walkway.  Mr. 
Pace explained that their landlord is looking into it, but will need prior approval from the 
building inspector before anything can be done.   
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3. PUNCH – Ruthie Bontecou – Sign Review for awning(s) at new location - 115 Merritt 
Avenue. 
Ms. Bontecou was unable to attend the business portion of this evening's Planning Board 
meeting. After the Board adjourned for the evening, an “off line” discussion reviewing the 
signage and awnings found them to be in compliance with the Village Code, and of architectural 
design befitting and in character with the Village.  Since the Board had adjourned for the 
evening, conditional approval could not be given without a vote.  However, the Board feels 
strongly that, in the case of conforming use relocation within the business district, delaying 
opening of PUNCH is not in the best interest of the Village.   
Ms. Bontecou arrived at the Village Hall after the meeting had adjourned and met with  
Chairman Morse and senior Board member Mr. Still.  She reviewed the signage and awnings, 
including size and lettering, with both members.  Based on these discussions, Chairman Morse 
made an ad hoc administrative decision directing Ms. Bontecou to proceed with the new 
storefront.  Chairman Morse directed the Planning Board Secretary to issue a letter of approval 
for the new awnings.  The approvals will be formally reviewed again and voted on by a quorum 
at the May 19th meeting.  As an anchor in our business district, the Village does not want to 
cause undue hardship on a longtime successful company.  Her attendance at the next meeting is 
encouraged, but not required, since she has worked diligently complying with Village Code 
requirements during this relocation.    
 

 
New Business: 

1. Jennifer’s Nail Salon – Jennifer Mills - Sign Review for new owner of nail salon located at 
11 Washington Street.  Ms. Mills did not attend this evening’s Planning Board meeting.  . 

2. Church Street Salon – Debra Dillinger – Sign Review for new hair salon located at 134 
Church Street.   Ms. Dillinger and her partner Peter Carlson attended the meeting and explained 
that she hopes to open her new shop on May 5th.    The proposed sign (as presented) will include 
simple white lettering  with background shading – that will be 8” high on the bottom of the larger 
windows and 3-4” high on the bottom of the smaller interior windows.  They plan to have a 
professional sign mock-up available very soon.  Chairman Morse instructed them to deliver a 
copy of the professional mock-up to the Village Hall as soon as it is available.   Mr. Still moved 
and Mr. Frisina seconded a motion to grant conditional approval for the window signage so they 
can open. All were in favor. Final approval will be granted after the professional mock-up is 
received and reviewed by the Planning Board.  Their landlord is putting in new thermal pane 
windows and new railings on either side of the entryway stairs.   
They also want to have a hanging sign and possible awnings and will come back to the Planning 
Board with mock-ups for both as soon as their decisions are made. 
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3. Millbrook Yoga – Ilana Nilsen and Nancy Causey -  5 Merritt Avenue – Sign Review for 
new yoga studio.  Ms Nilsen and her business partner Ms. Causey attended this evening’s 
meeting.  They plan to open on May 2nd.  Ms. Nilsen presented their building a sign at this 
evening’s meeting.  She presented a photo mock-up of the front of the 5 Merritt Avenue building 
with 3 signs vertically attached to the building – to the left of their front door:  an oval “5 
Merritt” measuring 10” x 18”; a rectangular “millbrook yoga” measuring 6” x 24” and a larger 
rectangular “R.A. Nilsen Construction” measuring 10” x 24”.  These high density polyurethane 
(non-engraved) wooden signs will be “parrott green” - the same color as the front door – with 
total square footage of 3.7 sq ft (less than allowable 6 sq ft).  Mr. Frisina moved and Mr. Still 
seconded a motion to approve these signs as presented.  All were in favor. 

 

Adjournment:  Mr. Still moved and Mr. Frisina seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 PM.  
All were in favor. 


