
VILLAGE OF MILLBROOK 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

April 14, 2015 
 

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
 

2. Executive Session –Personnel & Salaries 
 

3. County Legislator Michael Kelsey 
 

4. Department Reports 
 

Fire/Rescue- Matt Rochfort/Ted Bownas/Laurie Olson 
    
Water/Sewer- Scott Osborne 
  Quarterly Billing/ Annual Water Quality Report 
  Water Reports on Website 
  Grant Opportunities 
  ORF Violation/ DEC Communication 
 
Highway-Bob Collocola 
 
Building/Zoning- Ken McLaughlin 
    
Police- Tim Collopy 
 Contract DC Sherriff Dept. 
 Narcan Training 
 
Planning Board - Stan Morse-  
  Code Review Update 
 
Clerk- Linda Wiltse 
 

5. Public Participation 
 

6. Public Hearing 2015/2016 Village Budget 
 

7. Resolution PCB Hudson River Clean Up 
 

8. Dutchess County All Hazards Mitigation Plan 
 

9. Cablevision Franchise Agreement Renewal 
 

10. EPIC Youth Leadership Initiative 
 

11. Project Updates/Trustee Comments 
a. Bennett  b. Thorne Building 

 
12. General Correspondence 

 
13. Upcoming Dates to Remember 

April 28, 2015 Regular Meeting  May 12, 2015 Regular Meeting 
 

14. Audit of the Bills 
 

15. Adjourn 



 
Village of Millbrook 

Board of Trustees 
Minutes April 14, 2015 

 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Executive Session-Mayor Hurley made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss 
particular personnel and salaries at 6:30 pm.  Deputy Mayor Spagnola seconded and all were in 
favor.   
 
Deputy Mayor Spagnola made a motion to exit executive session at 7:25 pm and Trustee Collopy 
seconded.  All were in favor.  No action was taken. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Deputy Mayor Spagnola, Trustee Herzog, Trustee Collopy, 
Trustee Brown, Attorney Jeffrey Battistoni and Clerk Linda Wiltse.   
 
Dutchess County-Legislator Michael Kelsey was unable to attend.   
 
Fire Dept.-Chief Ted Bownas and President Matthew Rochfort were unable to attend due to 
training conflicts.  Deputy Mayor Spagnola stated that more BTU’s were added to the heating 
units and the thermostat was moved to a better location at the Fire House.  The air conditioning 
units’ compressor was replace for all 3 units a few years ago.  They are looking at the warranty.   
 
It may be necessary to increase the paid ambulance service.  There are concerns over the number 
of volunteers on the Fire Department and Rescue Squad.   
 
Water-Scott Osborne read the attached report.  All monthly sampling and maintenance has been 
performed.  The total water produced was 8,760,000 gallons, the average daily flow was 283,000 
gallons and the peak flow was 420,000 gallons.  A leak was repaired at 96 County House Road 
where the service line had a hole in the line under the road. 
 
A water pit along Thorndale Farm property had 2 leaks detected.  Repairs were made on NYS 
Route 44.  The new meter will be tested.  Dutchess County Board of Health (DCBOH) has 
provided a 2015 water sampling schedule for twice a month for coliform.  The annual water 
quality reports are being prepared.  The filtration project is moving forward.  The Village will 
make it a point to get the information to the tenants as well as the property owners.   
 
Water Notification-Carey Whalen, Real Estate Agent at Guernsey Real Estate Agency and 
Village resident, spoke with Dutchess County Board of Health representative, David Pearson.  
He gave her the names of the two microorganisms tested for in 2013.  This does not include e-
coli or coliform which are tested for Giardia or Cryptosporidium.  Groundwater under the direct 
influence of surface water (GWUDI) refers to groundwater supply sources that are vulnerable to 
contamination by pathogens from nearby surface water or infiltrating precipitation.  In 2012 a 
microscopic analysis was performed.  Carey stated that chlorine does not always kill those 
organisms and that is why the DC BOH made the Village send out the notification for people 
typically who have immune issues and the elderly.  The water is fine to drink for those who are 
healthy.  The DC BOH recommends, even with the ongoing treatments to the water, that water is 
boiled before it is used for cooking and drinking water is purchased because they cannot 
guarantee that those microorganisms are 100% being treated.   



 
Carey stated she is aware the test has not been conducted since 2013 and the cost exceeds $1,000 
but having the water retested would bring a lot of peace of mind to residents.  Physicians are 
informing their patients that if the BOH is sending out letters such as this then there is reason for 
concern.  She asked if the Village can 100% guarantee that there are no microorganisms in the 
water for someone who is immune compromised and/or for the elderly.  There is no guarantee 
that all of the microorganisms can be killed by chlorine contact.  She felt that those with immune 
compromised systems and/or the elderly should have been notified back in 2013 when the testing 
was conducted.  They had a right to know.  Deputy Mayor Spagnola responded that the Village 
has not been hiding this information and the notification came about when the Village could not 
complete the water infiltration gallery upgrade in the timetable assigned.  The Village was told 
they had 18 months to complete the new filtration project at the water works which was an 
impossible timeframe.  It was impossible to budget for, impossible to plan engineering for and to 
implement.  The engineering plan has been submitted to DC BOH and then the plan must be 
approved by the NYS DOH.  The Village does satisfy every regulation in existence for our water 
system.  Carey stated she understands the complexities of this project.  She wants the Village to 
address notification of the water quality.  This should have been addressed two years ago.  Many 
tenants were not forwarded the notification letter by their landlords and are very upset that they 
were unaware of the situation.   
 
Carey suggested someone from the Board of Trustees contacting the DC BOH themselves and 
hearing the information first hand from David Pearson.  Physical symptoms were also mentioned 
in the notification letter.  Ann Wilkinson, a Village resident and employee at Guernsey Real 
Estate, stated that since the Village does not know if the chlorine is removing all of the 
microorganisms why can’t the Village retest the water on a regular basis.  Ann also commented 
on the large amount of chlorine in the water.  Carey inquired to whether the chlorine levels have 
changed over the past 10 to 20 years.  Scott Osborne responded that the chlorine level in the 
water has not changed throughout the years.  The results for residual testing of chlorine are the 
same.   
 
Deputy Mayor Spagnola stated the Village water supply has been deemed to be ground water 
under the influence of surface water.  It is a pass/fail test and the Village water infiltration gallery 
failed the test. The water test was conducted before it goes into the system.  A series of cartridge 
filters will be installed during this project that are capable of filtering down to one micron.  The 
next step is for the water to enter into a chlorine contact tank.  Trustee Brown asked about the 
difficulty of testing more frequently.  Scott stated it is the cost.  Deputy Mayor Spagnola stated 
he will call David Pearson tomorrow to see exactly what the Village can do or should do.  The 
Village is abiding by all of the regulations.  This is a complex and costly concern.   
 
Sewer-Scott Osborne read the report as follows.  All monthly sampling and maintenance has 
been performed.  The total effluent flow was 6,197,300 gallons.  The average daily flow was 
199,900 gallons and the peak daily flow was 334,100 gallons.  The Village recorded 2.4 inches 
of precipitation.  The filter beds were cleaned.  Royal Carting hauled the sludge dumpster away.  
The high level alarms for the influent pump pit were connected and the ORF tank was connected 
to the CIA Security panel making all alarms now active.  The old clarifier drive unit was 
removed and the new one was installed on clarifier #2.  At the Eastern Dutchess Government 
Center (EDGC) on County House Road the power lines from the building were burnt in a tree 
causing a power failure at the pump station.  Joseph Beahan at the Dutchess County Dept. of 
Public Works was contacted.  The pump station pit had to be pumped out over 3 days until the 
electric was restored.  Dutchess County repaired the electric and the pump station is now back 
running normally.   
 



Mr. Ghandi from the NYS DEC sent a notice of the non-compliance event.  The submitted notes 
will be reviewed and mailed.  The NYS Clean Million has 200 million available.  A proposal for 
grant writing was requested from VRI but mostly low interest loan funds are available.  The 
Village wants to be shovel ready for any grant applications that open up.   
 
Public Works Department-Robert Collocola read the report as follows.  They assisted VRI 
with the water leak repair on County House Road.  Signs were put back on Church Street and 
County House Road.  A new nozzle was installed on the gas pump and Conklin Service made a 
repair and cleaned the gas lines.  20 feet of storm water drains were repaired and replaced behind 
Elm Drive Elementary School from the Central Hudson project damage.  All bills have been 
submitted to Central Hudson by the Clerk.  Reflective markers have been put in place to prevent 
future damages to the storm water line.   
 
Sanders have been removed and the worn cutting edge on the backhoe was replaced.  Four street 
light bulbs were replaced and the problem street light heads are scheduled to be replaced.  
Responded to and removed down tree on Johnson Lane.  The salt shed doors damaged by the 
wind have been repaired.  Easy Street has been scheduled to begin cleaning the streets in May.  
VRI was assisted with the replacement of a water shut off and meter on Franklin Avenue.  The 
sideboards were painted and installed on the 2015 dump truck.  Brush pick up has begun and will 
continue until June 15th.  The filling of potholes has begun and will continue.  Christmas trees 
from December were removed from the Thorne Building grounds.   
 
“No Parking” signs were ordered for Church Street as well as a replacement sign for Ciferri 
Drive.  The sign placement on Church Street is all marked out but a local law will have to be 
enacted showing the distances in the Village Code.  Jeffrey Battistoni will be sent a draft form by 
Trustee Collopy.  The stump grinding and tree replacement project map was requested.  A plan 
will be put in place.  Trustee Herzog will meet with the NYS DEC as well as the Shade Tree 
Commission on this matter.  Correspondence will be mailed to all of the residents affected by 
this project.  Trustee Herzog attended a workshop at the Nyack Library on tree planting, soil and 
sidewalks.   
 
A walkthrough with a D. C. Planning and Development representative will take place in addition 
to a review of the previous Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application.  
Barricades had to be placed at St. Joseph’s Drive and St. Joseph’s Church at the foot of North 
Avenue until catch basin repairs can be made.    
 
Building Dept.-The spreadsheet report from the Building Dept. was submitted.  The minutes 
from the Town of Washington Planning Board were reviewed in regard to the Mabbettsville 
Market site plan approval.  On March 16th a letter was sent by the DC BOH listing 19 items that 
must be addressed before approval can be given.  Mayor Hurley will provide a statement for the 
three protection zones and communications on behalf of the Village.  No waivers will be given 
due to the property history.  Howard Schuman stated the property owner does not want a plat 
plan approval until they have a tenant and the timeframe begins.  They are looking for 
conditional site plan approval.  It may take 6 months to a year to begin the application or they 
must begin the process again.  The Village wants to address these types of issues in the Village 
Code.   
 
A public assembly application was received for the Millbrook Literary Festival to be held on 
May 30th from 8 am to 7 pm.  The tent and table locations were provided.  Deputy Mayor 
Spagnola made a motion to approve the Millbrook Literary Festival public assembly application.  
Trustee Herzog seconded and all were in favor.   
  



Police Dept.-Trustee Collopy met with Officer in Charge Justin Scribner to compile the Village 
Police Dept. report as follows.  There were 23 total incidents with 6 moving violations, 5 parking 
tickets, 7 assists to EMS, Officers and citizens.  This month the department focused on the Snow 
Ordinance and parking ticket issuance.  The NYS Police provided 31 service calls to the Village.  
Details from the Village and NYSP departments were requested to aid in responses and 
scheduling.  Article 35 annual training will be discussed with Officer in Charge Justin Scribner 
by Trustee Collopy.  Narcan training is free through NYS and the Village has 3 kits on hand.   
 
The contract with the DC Sherriff’s Dept. was not received positively by the Village Police Dept.  
Trustee Collopy made a motion authorizing Mayor Hurley to sign the contract with the DC 
Sherriff’s Dept.  Trustee Brown seconded and all were in favor.  A full time Village Police 
Officer was discussed.  Two estimates/quotes were received for a new police vehicle.   
2014 Dodge Charger AWD $24,258.   
2015 Utility Police Interceptor AWD $26,369.   
It will cost $35,000 to $37,000 for a total detailed vehicle.   
  
Code Update-Deputy Mayor Spagnola reported the committee is working on a two tier approach 
in the General Business (GB) District.  They have been looking at and discussing a permitted use 
table and the GB district making it simpler for an application to get approval of their business.  
Approvals may be gained through the Code Enforcement Officer and not the Planning Board.  
No site plan approval requirement is needed.  Redundancy and clarifications are also being 
looked at.  Other suggestions are requiring the Zoning Board of Appeals to meet during the 
Planning Board meetings so only one public hearing is needed.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse stated that interest has been posted and bank balances were 
submitted for the Village accounts for the month of March 2015.  The Clerk requested approval 
of the minutes for the meeting held on 2/10/2015, 2/24/2015, 3/18/2015 & 3/23/2015.  Trustee 
Herzog made a motion to approve the minutes for Board meetings held on 2/10/2015, 2/24/2015, 
3/18/2015 & 3/23/2015.  Trustee Collopy seconded and all were in favor.   
 
The Millbrook High School Senior Internship Program was discussed.  The Clerk’s Office and 
the Public Works Dept. will each have an intern beginning at the start of the 4th quarter marking 
period.  Morwood Oaks Management Associates has provided an agreement to look into 
uncollected fees in reference to Gross Receipts Taxes and Franchise fees.  Trustee Herzog made 
a motion authorizing Mayor Hurley to sign the agreement and Trustee Brown seconded.  All 
were in favor.   
 
The NYS CHIPS 2015-16 enacted budget was provided for the Village showing an appointment 
of $41,838.34.  A draft form of Water Supply and Treatment frequently asked questions was 
created by Clerk Linda Wiltse for the Board to review.  Upon approval the document will be 
posted on the Village website.   
 
2015-2016 Budget Public Hearing-Trustee Herzog made a motion to open the public hearing 
on the 2015-16 budget.  Deputy Mayor Spagnola seconded and all were in favor.  A .71 % 
increase on the tax levy was submitted which does not exceed the tax cap.  The tax cap process 
was discussed in addition to the revenue and expenses proposed.  The legal issues in reference to 
the Thorne Building and the need for a new server were mentioned.  Mayor Hurley made a 
motion to establish capital funds reserve accounts for road work and equipment.  Trustee Brown 
seconded and all were in favor.  The motion carried.  The Village is looking into bids for 
unallocated insurance.   
 



Mayor Hurley pointed out that the water and sewer funds must be careful to look at the 
consumption figures.  The Village if making the ORF work.  The public hearing remained open.  
The re-levy list was discussed and will be attached to the tax warrant document and sent to 
Dutchess County.   
 
At 10:00 pm Trustee Herzog made a motion to close the 2015-16 budget public hearing.  Deputy 
Mayor Spagnola seconded and all were in favor.  Mayor Hurley made a motion to approve the 
2015-16 budget as submitted and Trustee Herzog seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion 
carried.  The Clerk will prepare the warrant when the additional documentation for water and 
sewer re-levy, the surplus page and the tax exempt property report information is available.   
 
Trustee Comments- 
 
Correspondence was received by Mayor Hurley in reference to the increase in homelessness in 
Dutchess County and that awareness must be raised.  Those in shelters must have a voice to raise 
social issues.  The NYS Attorney General sent a notice advising residents of tax scams.  NYS 
only mails tax communication.  They never telephone residents.  Central Hudson received their 
4th National Award for Emergency Response.  Their LED street light project has begun.  There is 
nothing new to report in reference to the Thorne Building or the former Bennett College 
property.   
 
PCB Removal Resolution-Mayor Hurley read the PCB Removal Resolution that was modified 
and customized for the Village application into record for consideration.  The resolution 
expressed the Village’s concerns.  The Mayor made a motion to adopt the PCB Removal 
resolution as read.  Trustee Herzog stated he liked the wording as is and the presentation will 
save taxpayers funds.  General Electric (GE) can conduct the PCB removal in a shorter period of 
time since they have used and have in place the proper procedures.  Trustee Collopy stated he 
does not know if this will motivate GE to proceed and agree with the wording.   
 
Trustee Brown asked for clarification.  Mayor Hurley explained the sediment and that the PCB 
levels are 5 times the levels thought to be in the additional designated areas.  Deputy Mayor 
Spagnola stated his concerns over the process the EPA and NYS had signed off on and that he 
wants additional wording put into the resolution.  The EPA should be held responsible.  Trustee 
Herzog added that they should be held to a certain standard.  Funds can be used by GE to remove 
more PCB’s and in other outlying areas affecting more riverfront communities.  Mayor Hurley 
will amend the resolution language.  Trustee Herzog seconded and all were in favor.  The motion 
carries.  Kim Moores referenced the EPA website for additional information.   
 
Trustee Herzog was contacted by Manna Jo Greene about an event tomorrow.  The Scenic 
Hudson seminar begins at 11:30 am at the Long Dock Park in Beacon.   
 
Dutchess County All Hazards Mitigation Plan-The plan was compiled and submitted to 
Dutchess County by Trustee Herzog and Clerk Linda Wiltse with the input of the Building 
Inspector, Kenneth McLaughlin, Public Works Commissioner, Robert Collocola, Fire Dept. 
Chief Ted Bownas and Mayor Hurley.  A mutual aid opt out program would be discussed.  A 
formal action would be required.   
 
Shared Services Grant-The final quarterly report was submitted to Dutchess County Planning 
& Development for request for reimbursement for the purchase of the camera inspection system.   
 
Franchise Agreement-Jeffrey Battistoni stated the old agreement was for a period of 10 years 
where the new agreement is for a 15 year period.  He recommended the Village have a 10 year 



period for the agreement.  Residency requirements, blank sections 17.3 and 17.6 were discussed.  
The Board wants clarification on the capital expansion fees and free Wifi sites.  Trustee Collopy 
inquired about Section A being blank.  Telephone service may be the best place for the Village to 
receive a reduction in costs.  Free telephone, internet, television and video taping of Board 
meetings was discussed.  Paying someone to video Board meetings would be an added cost to 
the Village.  Having an intern conduct a test run was discussed but the Village only has an intern 
for a short period of time.   
 
Arrangements will be made for a Cablevision representative to come to a Board meeting to 
answer questions and concerns.  The draft agreement states the Village has input into rate 
changes and charges.  Correspondence in regard to Cablevision fees and channel availability was 
discussed.      
 
Public Participation-Occurred throughout the meeting.   
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember- 
April 24, 2015-Arbor Day Celebration at Elm Drive Elementary School at 10 am 
April 28, 2015-Regular Meeting 
May 12, 2015-Regular Meeting 
 
Audit of the Bills 
 
Adjourn-Trustee Collopy made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 pm and Trustee 
Herzog seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Clerk/Treasurer 
Village of Millbrook 
	  


