
VILLAGE OF MILLBROOK 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

July 8, 2014 

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 

2. County Legislator Michael Kelsey-NYS Assembly Candidacy 

3. Department Reports 

a. Fire/Rescue-Matt Rochfort/Ted Bownas/Laurie Olson- 

b. Highway-Bob Collocola-Thank you. Resolution Dump Truck Purchase 

c. Building/Zoning-Ken McLaughlin 

d. Planning Board- Stan Morse 

e. Clerk-Linda Wiltse-BAN Renewal bids, Review Proposal Auditing Services 

f. Water/Sewer Scott Osborne-DEC Response-Testing/ORF Plan, Bids-Camera Inspection Unit 

4. Bob Myers Ambit Energy 

5. Accept Resignations:  Charles Colomello Effective June 30, 2014-Plannig Board 

James E. Brownel Jr.-Effective 2/24/2014-Deputy Code Enforcement/Fire Inspector 

6. Correction of Error Linder, Alice tax bill 

7. Project Updates/Trustee Comments 

a. Mayor’s Correspondence-Library Director 

b. Stormwater Project 

8. Public Participation 

9. Upcoming Dates to Remember 

a. July 22, 2014- No Meeting 

b. August 12, 2014-Regular Meeting 

c. October 4, 2014-Museum in the Streets Opening 

10. Executive Session 

Attorney/Client legal proceedings-Proposed litigation related to the title to the Thorne Building 

Particular Personnel 

11. Audit of the Bills  

12. Adjourn 



Village of Millbrook 

Board of Trustees 

Minutes July 8, 2014 

Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:05 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 

In Attendance-Mayor Laura Hurley, Deputy Mayor Spagnola, Trustee Herzog, Trustee Cox, Attorney 
Jeffrey Battistoni and Clerk Linda Wiltse. Trustee Collopy was absent. 

Mayor Hurley introduced Benjamin Salendar as an intern serving in the Clerk’s Office for the summer. 

Dutchess County-Legislator Michael Kelsey-unable to attend. Mayor Hurley stated she read a sign 
indicating Michael Kelsey may be running for the NYS Assembly.  Legislator Kelsey has proposed 
amending a policy allowing taxpayers to pay their taxes in installments to assist with possibly reducing 
the number of foreclosures.  He has asked the Village to compile and present a list of unpaid taxes to 
date.  Clerk Linda Wiltse will provide this information.     

Fire/Rescue Department-Representatives were unable to attend due to the setup for the Firemen’s 
Carnival and Parade beginning this Wednesday and the new truck meeting being held this evening.  The 
parade starts Saturday at 6pm.   

Water-Scott Osborne read the attached report.  All monthly sampling and maintenance has been 
performed.  The total water produced was 7,195,000 gallons, the average daily flow was 240,000 gallons 
and the peak flow was 345,000 gallons.  Water meters were read.  The generator at the plant has been 
deemed unrepairable.  A new generator is part of the upgrade at the water works.  In the event of a 
power outage the Village has no means to pump the water to the Village.  The Village needs a plan 
moving forward and Scott suggested looking into renting or leasing a 60 KW generator which Scott will 
look into.  Scott will notify the Fire Dept. of the situation.  The water fountain at the tennis courts on 
Elm Drive was installed.  A broken curb box at 42 Harts Village Road was fixed.  The Board of Trustees 
signed in duplicate the agreement to have Atlantic Testing Laboratories conduct lead paint survey 
services on the water tower.   

Sewer-Scott Osborne read the attached report.  All monthly sampling and maintenance has been 
performed.  The total effluent flow was 3,773,100 gallons. The average daily flow was 125,770 gallons 
and the peak daily flow was 145,000 gallons.  The Village recorded 2.4 inches of precipitation.  
EarthCare hauled sludge.  Kinsley Power serviced the generator.  A written response letter to the NYS 
DEC was produced and mailed.  There are issues with the influent pump chamber.  It turns on and off 
frequently.  There are a series of probes which are not functioning properly.  During the recent 
downpour the plant flow went from 100,000 gallons to 900,000 gallons.  The ORF tank contents went 
up 6 feet.  The 12 inch pipe was completely full.  27 manhole covers arrived last week and the 
installation of them will hopefully provide some relief from the infiltration of the storm water and 
possibly from down spouts and gutters connected into the waste water system.  The goal is to install 160 
manhole covers over the next several years to help alleviate the infiltration issues.   



The bids for the Camera Inspection Unit were opened at 2pm on June 24, 2014 by Clerk Linda Wiltse 
with Deputy Clerk Sarah Witt as a witness as per the Mayor’s instructions with the following results: 

1. Plastic Pipe Fabrication from Gardiner NY - $109,906 including a trailer to house all of the 
equipment. 

2. EJ Prescott from Round Lake NY-$42,362.45 not including a trailer 

3. J&J Equipment from Brewerton NY-$89,832 + an extended warranty of $4,714 including a 
trailer for a total of $95,546. 

Funds to purchase the camera inspection equipment were awarded through a Shared Services 
Grant in the amount of $66,000.  Trustee Herzog raised concerns about the housing of equipment 
that is temperature sensitive.  A basic trailer may have to be customized.  Details including 
trailers to house the equipment, memory capacity and customizing of a trailer from the three 
proposals were discussed.  No decision was made by the Board and no vote was taken to award 
the bid.  Proposals were tabled and will be further reviewed by Scott Osborne and an engineer 
from Delaware Engineering firm.  Their recommendations will be submitted to the Board at the 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, August 12, 2014.    

Public Works Department-Robert Collocola read the report as follows.  They installed a new tarp 
cover, painted and serviced the top kick.  Weed killing along the curbs and sidewalks began.  Roadside 
mowing has started.  Trees have been trimmed throughout the Village.  The steps to the band shell were 
rebuilt.  Warning signs at the band shell and the tennis courts were posted.  Parts of Elm Drive, Cullen 
Lane and Merritt Avenue have been paved.  The crew came in for flood and storm damage work.  The 
street lights on Franklin Avenue were replaced.  A dead tree on the Thorne Building grounds was cut 
down.  Our Fire Dept. was assisted with tree and debris removal.  Brush pick up season ended on June 
16th.  All air conditioning units were installed at the Village Hall.   

A letter was sent to the crew from several Bennett Commons residents thanking them for rescuing 
ducklings from a drainage pipe.  Skip Ciferri will be installing the Museum in the Streets posts at 
designated locations.  Moto-paving on Linden Lane is scheduled for the end of July.  Stone and dirt has 
washed into the streets at several locations so Easy Street will be sweeping the worst streets again.  Sand 
bags were placed at the back door of the Village Hall to prevent further flooding in the basement.   

Planning Board-Stanley Morse Chairperson-Stan reported that the Planning Board has been busy 
with a steady flow of applicants.  Joshua Mackey’s law office has completed the process.  Ed Jorgensen 
is purchasing the former Taconic Press building and converting the building into a professional office 
complex with a possible tenant on the second floor.  The site plan review has been completed.  A public 
hearing will be held on Tuesday, July 15th at 7:30 pm.  Kulpa’s who own a building on Franklin Avenue 
in the business district are applying for a special permit for approval to convert the second floor office 
space into two apartments.   

Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse stated that all interest has not been posted and bank balances will 
be submitted for the all Village accounts for the month of June 2014 at the August 12th meeting.  The 
majority of the bank statements were not received as of the meeting date.  The expense and revenue 
control reports were submitted.  Bank statements continue to be reconciled for all Village accounts.  
Clerk Linda Wiltse requested the minutes from the meetings held on May 13, 2014 and June 10, 2014 be 
approved with the amendments given by the Board.  Trustee Cox made a motion to approve the minutes 



from the meetings held on May 13th and June 10th with the amended language as instructed.  Trustee 
Herzog seconded.  All were in favor.   

To date the Clerk has received $845,758.27 in taxes, $28,269.01 in Sewer Benefit Assessment fees, 
$8,295.00 for miscellaneous relevy fees, $14,288.55 in unpaid sewer relevied bills, $12,944.11 in unpaid 
water relevied bills and $35.62 in omitted taxes.  Dutchess County submitted the mortgage tax for the 
period 10-1-13 through 3-31-14 in the amount of $6,699.11 which is in line with the expected revenue 
for mortgage taxes.  The Village has acknowledge the receipt for reimbursement from NYS’s CHIPs 
program in the amount of $84,434.00 which NYS now requires to be deposited directly into the 
Village’s General Fund bank account.  The Village has a $160,000 callable bond that matures on 
7/11/2014 for Sewer Capital Improvements.  Mayor Hurley made a motion to approve the renewal of the 
Sewer Capital Improvement BAN with the Bank of Millbrook for an interest rate of 1.1%.  The principal 
will be paid down by $16,000 causing the new principal amount for the renewal to be $144,000 for one 
year.  Deputy Mayor Spagnola seconded and all were in favor.  Annually, the Dutchess County Human 
Resources Dept. audits the Village’s payroll.  The Village is in receipt of the County’s payroll 
certification for a period of one year until June 27, 2014 with no exceptions.   

Tax Exemption-Alice Lindner applied for the Senior Citizens Exemption for 2013 in a timely manner 
and submitted a tax return for 2011.  The income information submitted entitles her to a larger amount 
of exemption as she is in a lower income bracket.  The Town of Washington Assessor’s Office 
submitted the appropriate documentation to the Dutchess County Real Property Tax Service Agency 
requesting the clerical error be corrected and the tax exemptions applied for be granted.  The Clerk 
Linda Wiltse is in receipt of all documents submitted as well as the approval.  Trustee Cox made a 
motion to accept the tax exempt documentation and approval from the DC Real Property Tax Service 
Agency to have Alice Lindner’s tax bill amended to show this correction.  Deputy Mayor Spagnola 
seconded and all were in favor.    

At the Mayor’s request the Clerk interviewed an accountant.  Trustee Herzog made a motion to 
authorize the Mayor to sign and the Village to accept Theodore Eglit, Jr.’s (CPA) engagement and set 
forth the understanding of the Village.  Under this agreement Mr. Eglit will perform an audit of the Fire 
Dept.’s LOSAP program for a fee of $1,800 and prepare the AUD for the Village for the financial year 
ending May 31, 2014 for a fee of $2,500.  In addition, he will be available to provide accounting and 
management advisory services throughout the year.  Trustee Cox seconded and all were in favor.   

FEMA is looking to gather documents from Hurricane Irene and from the snow leaf storm.  Lime 
Energy in partnership with Central Hudson prepared an energy audit for the interior and the exterior of 
the Fire House, the Waste Water Treatment Plant and the Highway Garage for the Board of Trustees to 
review.  In addition, the energy audits will be emailed to the Board of Trustees.   

Ambit Energy-Bob Myers-Ambit Energy is an alternate energy supply company where you can earn 
free energy by referring friends and family to Ambit.  Customers are guaranteed an annual savings of at 
least 2% under what the incumbent utility would have charged for the same period or they receive a 
check for the difference.  No contract or fees are required.  Ann Faith is a regional consultant from 
Ambit Energy spoke on the merits of the company.  Referrals save on the largest account.  Mayor 
Hurley pulled the electric bills for the last year totaling $78,190 with the highest usage coming from the 
waste water treatment plant.  Mayor Hurley questioned the structure of the company and who benefits 
from the referrals.  Is it a pyramid or multi-level marketing company?  They currently do not work with 
any other municipalities.  It may take a 30 day period to end supply service from Ambit Energy if the 



Village chose to terminate without any fees or charges applied.  Bob Myers stated they have a free 
website to track accounts and problems are addressed quickly.  Ambit Energy does the supply and 
Central Hudson takes care of delivering the energy to the customer.  The Village attorney was asked to 
look into Ambit Energy.   

Building Dept.-Ken McLaughlin has issued 5 building permits for a total of $453.   

Public Works Dump Truck-Mayor Hurley read the Bond Resolution for the purchase of a dump truck 
and related accessories with the total cost being $68,000 and the plan to finance of a $68,000 bond for 
such purchase.  The maximum maturity will be for five years.  Also explained in the resolution were the 
provisions provided in the Notice of Estoppel which will be published once in the Poughkeepsie Journal.  
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which 
resulted as follows:  Mayor Hurley voting Yea, Trustee Herzog voting Yea, Trustee Cox voting Yea, 
Deputy Mayor voting Yea and Trustee Collopy was absent and therefore did not vote.   

Three quotes were requested on a statutory installment bond from the Bank of Millbrook, Salisbury 
Bank and from M&T Bank.  The bond will be non-callable, for the purchase of Public Works 
Equipment (Dump Truck) in the amount of $68,000 for a period of 4 years paying principal of $17,000 
annually.  M&T Bank did not respond to the request, Salisbury Bank provided an interest rate quote of 
1.492% and the Bank of Millbrook provided an interest rate quote of 1.25%.  The Bank of Millbrook 
with the lowest interest rate quote was chosen with a motion made by Trustee Herzog.  Trustee Cox 
seconded and all were in favor.   

Resignations-The resignation of Charles Colomello from the Planning Board after 10 years of service 
effective June 30, 2014 was accepted with a motion made by Trustee Cox and seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Spagnola.  All were in favor.  The resignation of James Brownell Jr. as Deputy Fire a motion 
made by Trustee Cox and seconded by Trustee Herzog.  All were in favor.   

Thorne Building Appraisal Services-At the meeting held last month the Board of Trustees requested 
the Clerk to acquire quotes for an appraisal of the Thorne Building from outside of Dutchess County 
based appraisers.  The Village received two appraisal proposals, one from Anthony Bucciero of Epic 
Appraisals Inc. out of Pleasantville, NY and the other proposal was from John Mingle of DDU-Analysis 
out of Ossining, NY.  Each company providing a proposal included qualifications and their credentials.  
DDU-Analysis submitted a bid for services in the amount of $4,995 and Epic Appraisals Inc. submitted 
a bid for services in the amount of $2,750.  Details of each proposal were read by Mayor Hurley.   

Attorney Jeffrey Battistoni stated fee simple is a legal term that means absolute ownership and the 
appraisal would be given as though the Village had absolute ownership.  Currently, the Village does not 
have fee simple ownership of the Thorne Building.  In executive session the Board will discuss legal 
action so the Village will have a clear title to the building and fee simple ownership.  Mary Keelan 
Shaughnessy questioned the request for appraisals process and the number of appraisal companies 
providing bids.  Mayor Hurley stated the Village is not required to get bids for professional services.  
Clerk Linda Wiltse added that she contacted 20 appraisal companies and only two were willing to travel 
to Dutchess County to conduct the appraisal.  The list of appraisers contacted came from a professional 
website on which they were registered.  Mary also questioned the fee simple appraisal issue and the 
process of acquiring the proposals.  For the most part all appraisal companies were contacted via 
telephone.  Mary asked about a cap on the cost of such a service.  Mayor Hurley responded that the 
budget line for the Thorne Building is $10,000 for this budget year.  These funds will cover legal 



services, the appraisal and some roof repairs.  A survey conducted 2 years ago will assist the Village in a 
lot line adjustment with the Federated Church.  The Village is uncertain at this point if they want to keep 
the parcel as one or split it into 2 parcels.   

Mary cautioned the Board that the appraisal is a very important piece of the puzzle and they should not 
consider this appraisal as an exercise.  Mary suggested the Village should create a letter stating what 
they are requesting in an appraisal and submit the letter to the different banks in town and maybe some 
of the real estate agents as well who they would recommend.  She added that a list of 10 to 20 could be 
compiled and send them the letter.  This would produce a better list and then pick one.  This would be a 
better way and not the process you used.  The way to do this is to think what you want at the end.  Mary 
stated it sounds as though the Village did not get a good pool and is limited.  This appraisal is going to 
be a significant piece of the process in the sale of the Thorne Building.  Respect the process and get 
more is her suggestion.   

Mayor Hurley stated Mary’s comments are duly noted but she feels that because we contacted so many 
firms that they were all contacted by telephone, informed that the building was vacant and directed to 
the Village website for further details on the historical building.  The Mayor added that the Board has 
been discussing this for nearly four months.  Mayor Hurley stated she is not concerned that a lower bid 
will result in a lower appraisal.  Trustee Herzog stated he did not see any difference in the 2 appraiser’s 
qualifications.  Trustee Cox asked Trustee Herzog if he was satisfied with the qualifications.  He 
responded with yes, he was satisfied.  Mary added that the Board should make certain no one can 
challenge the appraisal, you want to be able to stand by it and they got the best we could. One appraiser 
would use sales comps and/or cost to provide an appraisal.  Trustee Cox wanted to know what would 
make a better list than the one produced since the Clerk has done due diligence on compiling a list of 
appraisers.  What constitutes a better list was discussed.   

Attorney Jeffrey Battistoni asked if the Board was expecting a physical inspection of the property or 
would the appraiser rely on the information provided by the Village.  The Board responded that they 
expect a physical inspection to be conducted.  The Clerk added that the problem was getting an appraiser 
to come to Millbrook to conduct the physical inspection.  Mayor Hurley stated a second appraisal may 
be requested in the future.  The Board would do due diligence.  Mary repeated that the Board should 
consider accessing the knowledge of very experienced people in the community since they know the 
best.  The Mayor stated she did consult with the Town of Washington Assessor about this matter and it 
is important for the Village to have a starting point.  Deputy Mayor made a motion to accept Epic 
Appraisals Inc.’s quote of $2,750 to appraise the Thorne Building and Trustee Cox seconded.  All were 
in favor.   

Police-Officer in Charge Justin Scribner submitted the Incident Location Report for the month of May 
for review by the Board of Trustees.  Tribute Gardens has requested an increase in Police patrol at the 
Tribute Garden’s park during this time of year.   

Building Dept.-A letter was sent to 3278 Franklin Ave. stating work was being performed illegally and   
was not up to code.  The property owners must go before the Planning Board for a special use permit in 
the General Business District.  Three property maintenance letters were also mailed in reference to 
mowing.   

 



Trustee Comments 

Storm Water Project-another disaster occurred on Wednesday during a heavy rain event on Elm Drive 
causing the storm drain to overflow.  The Village is waiting for Willy Murphy to complete a job he is 
working on at the Millbrook Golf & Tennis Club.  He will be installing in a second pipe running through 
the back of the Houston’s property.  All pipes and materials required to complete this project have been 
ordered and received.  A meeting took place with the property owners to explain how the yard would be 
put back to its original condition.  The cost is approximately $3,000 for the landscaping and the fence.  
The Mayor will provide this information to the property owners in writing.   

Public Participation-Mary Keelan Shaughnessy was inquiring about a response to ADHOC Millbrook 
12545’s letter in reference to the Thorne Building and Mayor Hurley stated an email was sent out today.   

Mary stated that ADHOC has noticed that the Thorne Building is mostly being discussed and decisions 
are being made in executive session.  She added that they understand that when the Village has legal 
issues in the courts that you don’t want to show your hand.  Mary stated she has been reviewing 
executive session procedures and she recommended the Board, Clerk and the Village attorney look into 
them as well.  The reasons for entering into executive session must be spelled out and when you exit out 
of executive session what was decided must be noted.  Inform the public of what has transpired in 
executive session.  What transpired is not spelled out sufficiently in the minutes according to Mary.  She 
added that there are rules about what must be included in the minutes in reference to actions, discussions 
and what transpired during executive session.  She feels the public does not know what they need to 
know.   

Trustee Cox stated that it sounded as if Mary was accusing the Board of intentionally violating the law 
as it relates to Executive Sessions.  He assured Mary that this was not the case.  Barbara Orbach added 
that the public should get minutes of what occurred in executive session.  Trustee Cox stated that this 
was Barbara’s opinion, and not necessarily what the law requires.  He further stated that the Board acts 
on the advice of Legal Counsel when in Executive Session, and provides minutes of those sessions when 
required by law. 

Clerk Linda Wiltse read from the NYCOM handbook in regard to executive session minutes as follows:  
If a public body takes any action by formal vote while in executive session minutes must be taken.  
Executive session minutes need not take the contents of the discussion and must include a record of the 
date and including the vote and any final determination.  If no action is taken while in executive session 
minutes are not required.  Although public officials may wish to note that no action was taken in 
executive session.   

Mary asked if this information was from the Open Meetings Law page and the Clerk responded that it 
was.  In addition, Mary asked if it stated it was at the discretion of the Board whether to have a member 
of the public attend executive session.  The Clerk read from the NYCOM handbook in response as 
follows:  At the discretion of the public body may be a majority vote the Board may allow any person or 
persons to attend an executive session.  Mayor Hurley stated individuals are invited in to executive 
session who are needed for the discussion and that it is relevant to.  Mary proposed that the Board allow 
representation from ADHOC or somebody else other than yourselves that could to attend executive 
session and that way they could share that information that is relevant to decision making on the Thorne 
Building.  Mayor Hurley reminded Mary that executive session is privileged and the Board is not 



supposed to talk about it outside of executive session.  The Board is bound to not share the discussions 
that occur in executive session.  The Mayor stated the discussed concerns are duly noted. 

Correspondence-The NYS DEC send information about blue/green algae blooms in the area in the 
environment and is creating a problem since it is invasive.  Information is available on the NYS DEC 
website.  The Director of the Millbrook Library Erin Barnard has resigned since becoming engaged and 
moving to Oregon.  The Library is actively looking for a new director.  The Library was considering to 
going to a sustainable funding referendum but have decided that this is not in the best interest of the 
Library.  Central Hudson and our County Executive are fighting with the Federal Energy Regulation 
Commission in reference to a Capacity Zone which is causing extra costs for our residents in Dutchess 
County.  County Executive posts a Spot Light on Senior Citizens regularly which discusses activities, 
Medicare orientation and healthcare laws.   

Upcoming Dates to Remember-  

July 22nd-No Meeting due to lack of an agenda 

August 12th-Regular Board Meeting 

September 6, 2014-Community Day 

October 4, 2014-Museum in the Streets Opening 

Executive Session-A motion was made at 8:50 pm by Trustee Herzog to enter into executive session to 
discuss a particular personnel and proposed litigation related to the title to the Thorne Building.  Deputy 
Mayor Spagnola seconded and all were in favor. 

A motion was made at 10:30 pm by Trustee Cox to exit out of executive session.  Trustee Herzog 
seconded and all were in favor.   

Adjourn-Trustee Herzog made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:31 pm and Trustee Cox seconded.  
All were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda T. Wiltse 

Village of Millbrook 


