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Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes June 25, 2013 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance-led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Spagnola, Trustee Herzog, Trustee Cox and Clerk Linda 
Wiltse. 
 
Hudson Estuary Watershed Resiliency Project-Carolyn Klocker-Dutchess County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, Environment & Energy Program Senior Water Resource Educator.  The 
department is funded by grants and contracts and foundations.  They are a not-for-profit 
organization.  The Hudson Estuary Watershed Resiliency Project is a combination of research, 
demonstration, and educational outreach projects to address the challenges of flooding, stream 
and watershed management, and climate change.  They are conducting an educational initiative 
with a focus on flood resiliency and climate change.  This effort will provide communities with 
tools to enhance their understanding of stream dynamics, floodplain function and watershed 
planning to reduce their vulnerability to floods in an era of increasing heavy precipitation events.   
 
Each county has targeted watershed areas.  The Wappingers Creek has increased flooding 
experienced by several municipalities.  Since the 1980’s we have seen an increase in the strength 
of hurricanes and more intense precipitation events.  This has caused increased flooding and 
property damage.  They assist communities to reduce potential flooding and protect 
infrastructure from flooding.  The department uses planning, management and training on the 
basic functions of flood plains, streams and floodplain processes.  The also use training and 
mitigation to minimize damages and address complex issues.  Surveys are conducted as well as 
needs assessments.  Highway personal are trained on flood issues and reactions to after event 
flooding.  Communities have a rating system and they can benefit with reduced insurance 
premiums if they go above and beyond in addressing flood issues.   
 
The next NFIP meeting will be held on July 17, 2013 in East Fishkill.  An outreach program will 
be delivered to streamside landowners within the watershed.  Education for adjoining 
communities can affect our community by providing neighboring upstream communities with 
education and handouts on flooding issues and concerns.  Community Day in September was 
suggested as a useful avenue to provide the educational handouts and tools to our residents.  
Their tools for watershed protection were written with municipalities in mind.   
 
The water works and the sewer plant are both located near streams.  The Village has noticed 
large volumes of water in the storm drain system and the Village has applied for a grant to be 
able to map the location of the system with GIS.  Areas of potential concern are the buried 
stream along Reservoir Dr., the Village dam and the Millbrook Central School District’s 
retention ponds as well as Hitchcock’s dam located just outside the Village border.  Dave 
Greenwood may have some information on the exact location of the buried stream along 
Reservoir Dr. and where it flows toward Franklin Avenue.  In addition, property located on 



Alden Terrace is in the flood plain.  An initial report on needs assessment should be available in 
July.  This information will shape presentations for the second half of the year.   
 
Resolution Notice of Claim-The General Municipal Law was recently amended in relation to 
service of notices of claim against public corporations.  Public corporations, as defined in the 
General Construction Law, include municipal corporations, district corporations and public 
benefit corporations. Specifically, General Municipal Law section 53 was amended to permit 
notices of claim against public corporations to be served on the New York Secretary of State. 
 The New York Department of State will forward the notice of claim to the person designated by 
the public corporation to receive the notice of claim.  

Public corporations will be required to file a certificate with the New York Department of State 
designating the New York Secretary of State as their agent for service of notices of claim.  The 
certificate must provide address information for the transmittal of notices of claim.  Failure of a 
public corporation to file such a certificate will not invalidate any notice of claim served on the 
New York Secretary of State.  

A person serving a notice of claim on the New York Secretary of State will be charged a $250 
service fee.  Half of the service fee will be retained by the New York Secretary of State and the 
other half provided to the public corporation or public corporations named in the notice of 
claim.  Public corporations that do not file a Certificate of Designation of Notice of Claim with 
the New York Department of State will not receive a share of the service fees.  

A motion was made by Mayor Hurley to pass a resolution for the Uniform Notice of Claim Act 
designating the Clerk Linda Wiltse to complete the certificate of Notice of Claim on behalf of the 
Village.  Trustee Herzog seconded and all were in favor.   

Discussion Disposal Fee-Mayor Hurley began discussions on the possible institution of a 
disposal fee for brush, leaves and trash cans left out after the allotted time frame.  Currently 
penalties fall under Chapter 2 and would be filed with a local court.  If the Village takes this a 
step further, a Police ticket or Building Inspector ticket citation could be implemented.  This 
would be easier and would send a message to violators.  Trustee Cox stated he would like to hear 
about the legal process.  Unilaterally serving a fine without the ability to defend oneself would 
be ill advised.  A resident could be notified before a citation was issued informing them that they 
may be subject to a fine.  The Board was in favor of issuing a fine if the resident is a chronic 
violator of the Village Code after communication has taken place.   
 
Trustee Cox added that debris left out during a storm event can cause additional problems with 
the storm water drainage system.  The Village attorney was asked to review this topic, look at 
other municipality’s code and give input at the next Board meeting.  The Board reiterated that 
there needs to be a means for individuals to defend themselves and the fine should be specific.   



Public Participation-Occurred throughout the meeting. 
 
Trustee Comments-Trustee Herzog stated the he and Clerk Linda Wiltse is working on 
completing the application for a Shared Services Grant and then they will submit the appropriate 
documentation to D.C. Planning and Development.  The grant funds will be utilized to purchase 
a camera to camera the storm water drainage system and the waste water system for the Village.  
The camera information will be used to produce GIS maps.  The Conservation Advisory 
Committee (CAC) is a great resource that covers both the Town of Washington and the Village 
of Millbrook.   
 
The Water Committee has been working on the final draft of the model ordinance for the Town 
of Washington to adopt.  They are at the point of cleaning up the language and they will provide 
the Board with a copy in 2-3 weeks.  The Town attorney will look at the language next, followed 
by the CAC and the Town Planning Board.  This ordinance must go through the SEQRA 
process.  It is hoped to present to the Town Board in August.  The Water Committee will meet in 
July.   
 
Trustee Herzog stated the Trees for Tribs planted on the banks located near the Village owned 
dam has experienced some erosion.   
 
Meetings to Remember 
 Regular Board July 9, 2013 
 Firemen’s Carnival July 10-13 
 
Audit of Bills 
 
Adjourned at 8:00 p.m. with a motion made by Trustee Spagnola.  The motion was seconded by 
Trustee Cox.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 
	  


