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VILLAGE OF MILLBROOK 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

February 12, 2013 
 

1. Call	  to	  Order/Pledge	  of	  Allegiance	  
 

2. County	  Legislator	  Michael	  Kelsey	  
 

3. Department	  Reports	  
	  

Fire/Rescue-‐	   Matt	  Rochfort/Ted	  Bownas	  
	   	   Fire	  Contract	  

LOSAP	  Credit	  Review	   	   	  
Ambulance	  Delivered	  

	  
Water/Sewer- Scott Osborne 
 Annual Report to DEC 
 Billing Procedures 

Cardinal Hayes usage request 
 

Bill Bright-Flatline/NYSERSDA opportunity 
    
Building/Zoning Ken McLaughlin 
    
Highway- Bob Collocola 
    
Police-  Justin Scribner 
 Resignation Jennifer Brandt 
   
Clerk-  Linda Wiltse 
    

4. Appoint	  Charles	  Colomello	  to	  Planning	  Board	  
 

5. Assessment	  of	  Water/Sewer	  Refund	  due	  to	  Dutchess	  County	  
	  
6. Acknowledge	  Verizon	  Contract	  renewal	  
	  
7. IMA	  Affordable	  Housing	  Discussion	  
	  
8. Project	  Updates/Trustee	  Comments	  	  

Water Committee 
Buildings/Grounds 
 

9. Public	  Participation	  
 

10. Upcoming	  Date	  to	  Remember	  
	  

a. February	  26,	  2013-‐	  Joint	  Meeting	  with	  Town	  of	  Washington	  
b. March	  12,	  2013–	  Regular	  Meeting	  
c. March	  26,	  2013	  –	  Regular	  Meeting	  

	  
11. Audit	  of	  the	  Bills	  	  

 
12. Executive	  Session	  

Personnel	  	  
 

13. Adjourn	  
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Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes February 12, 2013 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Herzog, Trustee Spagnola, Trustee Cox, Trustee Whalen, Clerk Linda 
Wiltse, also in attendance Audrey Scott Attorney. 
 
Dutchess County-County Legislator Michael Kelsey was unavailable.  Mayor Hurley attended the Dutchess 
County State of the County address which was very well attended and received.  She also watched a special 
meeting of the County Legislature afterwards.  Dutchess County sent a thank you note for the Historical 
Society’s assistance at the Village Hall for collecting pictures and documents for the 300 Years of Democracy.   
 
Correspondence-Roger O’Connor, liaison for Cablevision’s Public Service Channel, wrote that he will be 
moving on in his career.  The Village is working hard at updating Channel 22 (Public Service Channel) and 
making the Village Hall a Wi-Fi hot spot.   
 
Fire/Rescue Department-No officers or members were in attendance due to a conflict with training seminars.  
The Fire contract was signed by both Village and Town of Washington officials for fire and rescue squad 
coverage.  The budgeted cost is $405,964.   
 
LOSAP-James Brownell Sr., administrator for the retirement program, submitted a list showing 34 members 
who have received sufficient points to be included in the retirement program.  The Board approved the posting 
of the list at the Fire House with a motion made by Trustee Cox and seconded by Trustee Herzog.  All were in 
favor.  After posting members have the ability to file a grievance if they feel there are discrepancies in the 
information.   
 
The new 2013 Horton ambulance is on line and driving training will begin soon.   
 
Sewer-Scott Osborne read the attached report.  All monthly sampling and maintenance were performed.  A 
trench was dug and conduit was installed for relocating of the flow meter to the lab building.  The construction 
was started for the chemical rooms in the garage.  There was a sewer backup at the top of Fountain Place where 
the restriction was removed from the line.  The chlorine contact tank was pumped out and cleaned and the old 
baffles were removed.  The damaged manhole off of Fountain Place was repaired and a new precast concrete 
riser was installed with the assistance of the Public Works Dept.   
 
Delaware Engineers-Bill Bright, an engineer, has been working with the Village on the installation of the De-
Chlorination Project.  The Village has received notice of substantial completion.  Bill spoke in reference to the 
SPDES Permit and the OFR tank.  All waste water flows through this tank.  I&I, inflow and infiltration, are 
hard to remove.  The Village may need to build an expansion on the site at the sewer plant.  Inflow is mainly the 
sump pumps and removing them is a less expensive route then doing upgrades.  The tank was built in 1960 and 
then converted to the OFR tank in 1986.  The biological process sees a constant flow through the plant.  
Delaware is looking for an innovative technology and an enhanced primary equalization.  Delaware is 
proposing technologies better than the OFR tank we currently have in use.   
 
MaryBeth Vieconi, an engineer, added Delaware is looking at reducing the need for the OFR tank or 
eliminating the tank since it is aging out.  The current process uses a lot of energy to pump waste into the OFR 
tank and they are looking at efficient alternatives.  They want to make the most of the Village’s resources.  The 
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SPDES Permit states the Village must prepare a plan.  The current system is operator intensive and the sand 
filter beds are not functioning well.  The beds are also located near the stream.  Delaware will also look at the 
energy generation from the stream spillway.   
 
Under the current SPDES permit the Village cannot connect additional people unless they reduce the I&I.  The 
Village needs to review a plan and look for greener technology that NYSERTA may fund.  The Village should 
also look at short term versus long term planning.  What is the most efficient plan?  Take the opportunity to 
look at technologies that are the most efficient and the funding available for them.   
 
The waste water plant is not equipped to remove pharmaceuticals.  Some innovative technology uses wetlands 
to remove pharmaceuticals from waste water.  A BETA site is like a science project.  Delaware will compare 
apples to apples for simple technology.   
 
Applying for funding from NYSERTA may be a two-fold process.  The Village will have to look at the 
mechanical processes and the cheapest way to remove waste at the front of the plant.  The first step in the 
process is to conduct an evaluation.  The answer may not be all innovative or all conventional technology and 
then compare the two.  NYSERTA will pay back a portion of the savings on energy consumption or on the 
capital investment.  A portion will be refunded on the energy savings if the energy load is high currently.  The 
system benefit program on electric bills was discussed.   
 
Some current technology uses a screw press to reduce up to 20% of the water and thus reducing the cost of 
sludge hauling which is paid for by the pound.  The best long term options will be looked at. 
 
Flatline’s pilot program system is about the size of the meeting table which consists of an 8 foot high tank on a 
trailer.  The system looks like a pod and would be owned by Flatline.  The pilot study would be run at no cost to 
the Village but the operator will have to learn and understand the process.  Flatline would cover the laboratory 
and testing costs.  They may have the opportunity to use IES laboratories.  The set up protocol would be for a 
scientific study.  This tank will provide flow equalization and a constant feed to the rest of the system.  
Rigorous testing standards would be conducted.  Sludge quality would be looked at and the amount would be 
reported to IES (Institute for Ecosystem Studies), NYSERTA and the NYS DEC.  Delaware will look at how 
the system would function if it were to be used or built on a full scale on site.  They will also look at what rates 
the system can run at, faster or slower.  Delaware engineers stressed the importance of having a plan and being 
shovel ready.   
 
Mayor Hurley stated a workshop at the waste water plant may be helpful.  Mary Shaughnessy suggested a 
vocabulary sheet explaining the acronyms made available for the next meeting on February 26, 2013 would be 
helpful.    
 
Water-Scott Osborne read the attached report.  All monthly sampling and maintenance has been performed.  
There are 148 new water meters left to install.  Water meters were read in January.  The water valve at the 
intersection of Bennett Common and NYS Route 343 was dug up.  The complete repair will take place in the 
spring when warmer weather makes repairs easier.  Permission from the private property owner, Mary and Ed 
Shaughnessy, must be acquired before repairs can begin.  VRI operated the valve until the leak was slowed to a 
drip.   
 
The Village and Town of Washington Highway Departments backfilled the bunkers.  The bunkers were 
disinfected as per AWWA standards and coliform samples were collected.  One bunker is left since a berm must 
be created due to the wet ground.  All samples have passed and a report is being created.  The Village is 
awaiting DOH approval to put the bunkers back on line.   
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VRI contracted with the school to repair the water leak in front of the Millbrook Middle School entrance.  All 
reports will be posted on the Village website and on the Public bulletin board.  The Village Board is looking at a 
template for an Emergency Response Policy.  The water and sewer billing procedures were reviewed by the 
Board of Trustees and were approved with a motion made by Trustee Herzog.  Trustee Spagnola seconded and 
all were in favor.  A letter was sent to the NYS DEC requesting permission for Cardinal Hayes Home for 
Children to hookup to the sewer system for the building being converted from the business offices to a home for 
residents of Cardinal Hayes located at 12 Exmoore Lane.   
 
Building/Zoning-Inspector Kenneth McLaughlin submitted his 2012 annual report for revenue received for 
building permits and title searches.  The total revenue was 16,125.70 for a total number of transactions of 29.  
See the attached for details.  Ken commented on several projects ongoing in the Village including a new 
pharmacy returning to Millbrook, Joan McLaughlin’s apparel store opening soon and Millertime Acquisitions 
LLC’s office suite project on Front Street.  He added that Joan will be going before the Planning Board on 
February 19, 2013.  She has also met with David Greenwood from the Architectural Advisory Committee 
(AAC) to discuss the history of the building and he has provided colors for the signs and awnings.   
 
Ken informed the Board of the purpose of an interior fit-up requirement.  Interior fit-ups go to the Fire 
Department so all of the Village departments are on the same page in the event of an emergency.   
 
Ken stated he has been working with the Water Committee on completing the Water Resources Survey.  Fees 
for building permits and title searches will now be received by the Deputy Clerk and the funds collected will be 
entered in on a designated spreadsheet.  This procedure will ensure two sets of eyes are reviewing every 
application.  Other policies will be looked at in the future.  Ken stated that each parcel now has a separate file 
folder.  The Mayor inquired about the motor home that was previously located on Elm Drive and whether it is 
no longer in the Village.  There were concerns it was being used as a living space which is not allowed under 
the Village Code.   
 
Mary Shaughnessy inquired about what is happening at the former Bennett College.  She was informed that the 
Village has taken the property owner to court to enforce the Unsafe Building Code violations.  Audrey stated 
the Village requested the court to issue an injunctive relief decision thus forcing the property owner to comply.   
 
Public Works Department-Supervisor Robert Collocola stated the department had snow events on February 
6th and 12th.  The Town of Washington assisted in removing the snow from Franklin Avenue.  There were a 
total of six snow events.  The department assisted VRI with the sewer line blockage on Fountain Place.  Several 
repairs were conducted at the Village Hall for lights etc.  Maintenance and repairs to the Village vehicles was 
completed.  Christmas tree pickup is still ongoing as well as pot holes repairs.  Two catch basins were repaired 
on Harts Village Road.   
 
Robert Collocola stated the new sidewalk tractor plows and blows the snow when they run out of room to push 
the snow.  The last large storm the entire crew was out for 26 hours straight.  Howard Schuman thanked the 
Village for repairing the street light out across from the Bennett Commons Condominiums.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse stated that all interest has been posted and bank balances have been 
submitted for the Village checking accounts for both December 2012 and January 2013.  The expense and 
revenue control reports was submitted.  The Village is in receipt of the reimbursement funds available from the 
NYS Thruway Authority’s CHIPS program for a total of $60,242.18.  The minutes from the meetings held on 
January 8, 2012 were approved with a motion made by Trustee Herzog and seconded by Trustee Cox.  All were 
in favor.  The Board of Trustees approved the appointment of Charles Colomello as a member of the Planning 
Board with a motion made by Mayor Hurley.  Trustee Spagnola seconded and all were in favor.  The oath must 
be taken within 30 days of this appointment.  Mr. Colomello’s term will expire on December 31, 2017.   
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Clerk Linda Wiltse informed the Board of the retention schedule for videotape recordings for public hearings 
and meetings which have been broadcast on the local government public access television are equal to 1 year.  
The Board of Trustees set the departmental Budget Workshop dates for Mondays, March 4th for the water and 
sewer departments, March 11th for the Fire House, Firematic and the Rescue Squad departments, March 18th and 
25th.   
 
Police Department-Officer in Charge Justin Scribner submitted the incident report logs.  The report submitted 
provides the times, location and the responding officer’s name.  In addition, a DMV report was provided.  
Officer Scribner stated the incidents and tickets were down due to the recent inclement weather.  He added that 
Officer Witt will schedule the reprogramming of the radios.  In addition, the reports from the NYS Police and 
the Dutchess County Sherriff’s Dept. have been requested for incidents, tickets and responses to incidents 
occurring in the Village.  Officer Jennifer Brandt has submitted a letter of resignation due to her receiving a full 
time position in another municipality.  The Board of Trustees accepted her resignation unanimously.   
 
Water Committee-Trustee Herzog produced a draft of the Water Supply Inventory and Analysis Report to be 
submitted to the NYS and DC Dept. of Health.  Russell Urbin-Mead, a hydro-geologist from Chazen 
Companies, gave his input as well as the committee member who also reviewed the report.  Mayor Hurley 
stated the Town Planning Board has knowledge that these restrictions do exist.  The Village will be bringing 
this information back to the forefront.  Russell will give an analysis of the results from the survey and the report 
to both Boards on February 26th and report on the deep wells.  Bill Bright, engineer from Delaware Engineering, 
was invited to attend this meeting.  A map will be available exhibiting this data as well as results from the 
survey.  The Village of Millbrook is only 1 of 4 municipalities in NYS required to report and conduct these 
surveys.   
 
Public Comments- 
Water MCSD-Andrew Ciferri informed the Board that in the past when Mike Mahoney was Superintendent of 
the Millbrook Central School they were required to put mains in to the buildings but never did.  Mayor Hurley 
stated that from the Millbrook Hollow to the school building is all the school’s responsibility.  Andrew stated 
the water tanks under the circle near the Middle School were used to keep the water pressure up.   
 
Street Lights-Andrew asked about the installation of the new street lights on the green.  He was told the 
installation will resume when the weather breaks.   
 
Thorne Building-An article 15 filed by Vandewater & Vandewater will be discussed in executive session.  An 
informal discussion with Mike Downing took place.  Andrew submitted documents researched in relation to the 
reverter clause in the original deed.  He added that previous boards were told to publish announcements in 2 or 
4 European newspapers and advertise here in the U.S.  This would suffice as the Village conducting due 
diligence in attempting to contact the Thorne’s heirs.  The Village is moving forward on this.   
 
Trustee Comments- 
Water/Sewer Refund-Mayor Hurley informed the Board of a refund due to Dutchess County for overbilling 
and meter issues at the former D.C. Infirmary from November 2009 forward.  Some errors occurred from the 
old meter which read usage in cubic meters and then this reading had to be converted to 1,000 gallons for 
billing purposes.  The new meter has been tested for six months.  The Mayor presented a reasonable plan for 
reimbursement for a total of approximately $49,000.  The Village will issue a refund during this fiscal year of 
about $19.870 and then issue in the fiscal year 2013/2014 a refund of about $30,000.   
 
Verizon Wireless Contract-Audrey Scott, Village attorney, spoke on the renewal of the contract for Verizon 
Wireless to have antennas located on the water tower.  The first agreement was from 1981 to 1998 with an 
option to renew every 5 years with a 6 month notice of the desire to renew or renegotiate.  The Village in in 
receipt of the 6 month notice from Verizon.  Currently the Village is in the third extension of the original 
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contract.  The Village must under the contract keep the water tower in good repair.  The Board did not have any 
questions at this time.   
 
Housing-The Town of Washington has been discussing affordable housing as part of their Comprehensive Plan 
meetings.  The Mayor stated that concrete accomplishments can come out of Comprehensive Plans.   
 
IMA-Mayor Hurley commented on Inter-municipal Agreements (IMA) that are needed with the Town of 
Washington and that they will be a topic of discussion during future meetings.  Audrey Scott stated that under 
General Municipal Law the Village and the Town can enter in to and IMA for Comprehensive Plan purposes.  
This is a new idea in reference to affordable housing.  Mary Shaughnessy stated it is important to have the 
terminology down so all are using the same language.  Common definitions should be conveyed to the public.   
 
Howard Schuman commented on the Town of Washington land use committee where they restated how the 
Village has worked as the affordable housing center since 1969.  He added that the rural Town Comprehensive 
Plan is only a road map and is not enforceable.  The plan has conceptual ideas that are to be made in to a 
concrete plan.  The Planning Board tries to use the Comprehensive Plan when an applicant comes before them 
as a guide and a formalization of the existing facts.   
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember- 
Tuesday, February 26, 2013 Joint Village/Town of Washington Boards 7 PM 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 Regular Meeting 7 PM 
Tuesday, March 26, 2013 Regular Meeting 7 PM 
 
Budget Workshops to be held on Mondays, March 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th at 7 PM 
 
Executive Session-A motion was made at 9:30 pm by Trustee Herzog to enter into executive session to discuss 
personnel, the Thorne Building and the potential reverter clause.  Trustee Spagnola seconded and all were in 
favor. 
A motion was made at 11:35 pm by Trustee Herzog to exit out of executive session.  Trustee Whalen seconded 
and all were in favor.   
 
Adjourned at 11:36 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Whalen.  The motion was seconded by Trustee 
Herzog.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 
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