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Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes December 11, 2012 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Herzog, Trustee Spagnola, Trustee Cox, Clerk 
Linda Wiltse, also in attendance Audrey Scott Attorney. 
 
Dutchess County Updates-Legislator Michael Kelsey informed the Village Board that 
the County is compiling a historical book on the 300 anniversary of democracy and 
politics in the County.  Local residents can supply photographs and documents for the 
text of the book.  A letter was sent to Town of Washington and Village of Millbrook 
Historian David Greenwood.  They are light on photographs of past Boards.  They only 
have individual photos.  Speakers and ceremonies will be scheduled in the future.   
 
Dutchess County has adopted a budget of $409 million which is $2 million less than last 
year’s budget.  They need to bring in more revenue.  Property taxes are up 1.8% with the 
bulk of the revenue from .5% mortgage taxes.  Legislator Kelsey added that Albany must 
approve the .5%.  With this approval the County hopes to raise $4.5 billion.  The formula 
was based on in house assessments.  The sales tax distribution is up for discussion with 
the current proposal having local municipalities sales tax revenue lowered or capped.  A 
grant of $2 million for shared services can be bid on by local municipalities.  Are our 
residents benefitted by the County receiving this revenue or would local governments 
receive this revenue?  Legislator Kelsey stated Dutchess County sales tax formula is 
based on population.  The mortgage tax is based on assessed value of the property.  The 
formula is outdated and can be shared with schools.  A hierarchy is in place but no one is 
suggesting that spending went down with layoffs and 73 retirements giving a total of 107 
fewer employees.  Three clinics were privatized for Mental Hygiene.  Social Services lost 
17 employees due to their retirement.  The doors to Social Services are closed on 
Wednesdays now so case workers can do their paperwork.  There are no major changes.   
 
Legislator Kelsey stated the County is working on the item pricing law requirement and 
the fact that gas stations must advertise cash versus credit card pricing in Dutchess 
County.  April 1st is the implementation date.   
 
The redistricting map is out and our area as well as Legislator Kelsey’s is now the Town 
of Washington, Town of Amenia and Eastern Pleasant Valley.  The County Legislature 
will vote on this on December 17, 2012.  There are still 12 districts.   
 
The County Jail is not in the budget.  NYS is willing to let Dutchess County build pods 
for $2 million.  A total of $4 million to include staffing since $6 million is the cost to 
house the inmates out of the County now.  The County can do this with NYS permission 



 2 

if they conduct a study for a new jail.  The County is looking at the old NYS Psychiatric 
Facility located in the Poughkeepsie area.   
 
Lyons Club Memorial Request-Dr. Robert Krall-Michael Rossi, a representative from 
the Millbrook Lyons Club, requested the need for help from the Village Public Works 
Dept. to put in place the Memorial stone in the Band Shell lawn.  They wish to 
commemorate the many contributions of Dr. Krall to this community.  He stated that one 
side of the stone will be smoothed out to receive a plaque.  It will be located below the 
stage level.  A bush may need to be removed to make room for the stone.  Mike added 
that Dr. Krall was an active member of the Lyons Club, Millbrook Arts Group and the 
Millbrook Business Association over many years.  A center placement of the stone in 
front of the stage at the Band Shell was approved.  The Board gave their blessings.  The 
Lyons Club and the Village will work together as the installation date approaches. 
 
Fire/Rescue Department-The Fire Dept. has requested use of the Thorne Building 
grounds for the annual Firemen’s Carnival and Parade to be held from July 10th through 
July 13th, 2013.  Trustee Spagnola recommended the Fire Dept. look for a backup 
location and plan.  He gave the Town of Washington Park as an example.  The Mayor 
stated she will contact the President Matthew Rochfort to inform him there is no 
guarantee the site will be available and the Board strongly recommends they have a 
backup plan in place.   
 
Flatline-Flatline is a group of scientist, contractor, operators, engineers and business 
specialists who are focusing on the development of a sustainable wastewater treatment 
process.  A company representative, Timothy Cornelison, gave a presentation of the 
potential project which would remove 65% of the aeration energy from the activated 
sludge processes.  A handout was given covering the process, the reduction in BOD’s in 
the wastewater as well as photographs of the mechanism.  The data submitted was from 
the Whitehall facility.  Timothy stated this technology reduces the BOD’s significantly 
and lowers the aeration horsepower needed in addition to the secondary sludge 
generation.  This is an effective treatment at the pump station overflows and at the head 
works.   
 
The primary solids dewatered to 30+% solids with a high BOD would go to the landfill 
for methane gas generation.  The Village would see and energy and maintenance savings 
on today’s treatment methods.  The Wastewater Treatment Plant could be a research and 
development facility of sustainable treatment technologies of the future.  The energy 
from the methane gas generation versus the energy to convert to biomass and CO2 is a 
positive outcome.   
 
The Village may be eligible for funding for research and education treatment facility for 
RIT and Clarkson University.  NYS may fund the site since it is an innovative 
technology.  Funding may also be available through NYSERTA.  We could also be a 
pilot or demonstration unit.  Timothy stated the system could be monitored offsite and 
these would be unattended operations.  The system could be installed this summer and be 
operational by next year.  It takes approximately 9 months to a year to install the system.   
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When the training ends then the equipment installed would be owned by the Village.   
Scott Osborne stated it would solve the I&I and the ORF problems at the wastewater 
treatment facility.  Village attorney Audrey Scott stated she is looking for a cost analysis 
for this project.  She asked who funds the sludge removal cost.  Audrey also questioned 
the maintenance and monitoring costs and the impact on the SPEDES permit the Village 
holds.   
 
Engineer Bill Bright from Delaware Engineers will be contacted to inquire about his 
costs to move forward with looking into the project and a grant application.  Timothy 
stated that the Village could always go back to using the existing system.   
 
Sewer-Scott Osborne read the attached report.  All monthly sampling and maintenance 
was performed.  Arold Construction has completed the pipe lining on Alden Place and on 
North Avenue.  A total of 5,930 feet of pipeline which is 23% of the entire system was 
installed.  This was completed with the funding from the Shared Services Grant.  A new 
check valve and air control valve was installed at the Bennett pump station.  Earthcare 
has removed sludge.    
 
De-Chlorination Project-They have removed the old 8 inch outfall pipe and installed a 
new 12 inch outfall pipe and then they made the connection to the new dechlore tank.  
The new blowers for the final aeration system were installed.  New chemical feed lines 
were also installed.  A flow meter for the ORF tank was installed.  The installation of 
new electric lines for the equipment was completed.   
 
Water-Scott Osborne read the attached report.  All monthly sampling and maintenance 
has been performed.  VRI is continuing to install new water meters with 160 left to date.  
The new precast bunker covers have been installed.  Water meters have been read.   
 
The bunkers still have to be backfilled and the bunkers have to be disinfected.  The 
Health Dept. requires another test after the installation is complete to look for certain 
organisms.  Two test must be conducted, one in the dry season and one in the rainy 
season.   
 
Mayor Hurley met with DC Public Works supervisor, Joe Beaham, to discuss the DC 
Eastern Government Center’s water bills.  The former infirmary has a new water meter 
installed which will provide more accurate readings.  They will come to an agreement on 
a refund and billing.   
 
Public Works Department-Robert Collocola stated the equipment has been switched 
over from leaf pickup to snow removal equipment.  All sanders and plows have been 
prepared for inclement weather.  New sidewalks have been poured on Alden Place.  A 
new frame was poured for the catch basin on Maple Avenue.  The gutters were scraped 
and cleaned on Franklin Avenue and the side streets.  Bob requested authorization to 
have the leaf truck repaired at a cost of approximately $900 to $1,000 so it is ready for 
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next season.  They received quotes from Reardon Briggs and from Keil Equipment who 
provided the same exact price.  The local vendor, Reardon Briggs, was approved.   
 
All holiday decorations have been put up for display.  The hard work and patience given 
by the department in putting up the holiday decorations was greatly appreciated.  Bob 
inquired as to whether the Police garage is available to store the holiday decorations after 
the season has ended.  Currently the decorations are stored in three different locations.  
Brian Hicks did a great job with the very first Parade of Lights.  The Mayor will meet 
with the MBA in March to discuss the plans for next year’s festivities.   
 
Materials were hauled to build the roadway at the water plant.  Trees were removed at the 
water plant.  Several street lights were repaired.  Parts are on order for the remaining 
street lights in need of repair.  Bob reminded everyone of the snow ordinance in effect 
from December 1st through March 31st from 1 am to 6 am.   
 
Ten to twelve trees have been planted over the last two days.  Howard Schuman 
requested the light opposite the Bennett Commons condo units be repaired.  The light has 
been out for some time.  Bob will provide a pole number for the Clerk to call in to 
Central Hudson to request the repair.   
 
Bob stated that Millertime will dig up Harts Village Road to tie in to the water system on 
Tuesday, 12-18-12.  The road will be shut down on that day.  He added that they need a 
clear picture of the storm water system.  Millertime must apply for a new tap and pay the 
appropriate fees.  The road must be blacktopped back and not with cold patch.  The 
water/sewer hookup request form will be made available on the Village website.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer-All interest has been posted and bank balances have been submitted.  
Revenue and expense control reports have been submitted as well.  The minutes from the 
meetings held on November 13, 2012 will be approved at the January meeting.  The 
Clerk stated the Village is in receipt of the mortgage tax distribution for the period of 
April 1, 2012 through September 30, 2012 for the amount of $6.627.50.  The loss run for 
the period July 1, 2007 through September 30, 2012 was received and distributed to the 
Board members.   
 
Clerk Linda Wiltse read the resolution stating to be in compliance with the accounting 
statement issued by the NYS Office of the State Comptroller advising that the Length of 
Service Award Program (LOSAP) payments be accounted for in the Local Pension Fund 
(A 9025.0800).  The Village will enable a budget modification to transfer the currently 
unexpended Fire Department Employee Benefits LOSAP by $15,120.00.  Mayor Hurley 
made a motion to approve the budget modification as stated.  Trustee Cox seconded and 
all were in favor.  The Clerk also informed the Board that the appropriate documentation 
has been received and the program administrator has begun the process to approve the 
participants.    
 
Millertime Storm Water Easement-The original easement dates 1995.  The owner at 
the time granted and easement to the Village to maintain and install new structures as 
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needed.  The new structure requires the storm drainage to be located under the building.  
Under the new draft agreement the owner is responsible for the part of the storm system 
that will be located under the building.  The rest of the system is the Villages 
responsibility.  The difference is that now the multiple parcels are one large parcel as 
referenced in the 2010 deed.  This is subject to the easement.  It should be phrased to read 
in addition to the original easement and not replace the original easement according to the 
Village attorney Audrey Scott.   
 
The Village is looking for a response from Millertime’s attorney.  Attorney Audrey Scott 
also stated the Village should not have to commence an action to make repairs.  This 
easement should not supersede the original easement since the sewer lines are also 
mentioned in the original easement and not in the amendment.   
 
A letter was read from Miller Time Acquisitions, LLC in reference to storm water repairs 
needed and specifically mentioning that Miller Time will waterproof and make no 
structural repairs to the system.  No action is required on the Village’s part since the work 
has already been completed.   
 
Storm Water-A price was received from Cooke and one other vendor to camera the 
storm water lines.  The $2,950 estimate is to blow out the sewer lines and camera for one 
day.  Scott Osborne and Trustee Spagnola will work together to come up with the scope 
of work for Cooke.  TAM filming has not been received to date.  The invoice has not 
been paid and the Board will discuss when they audit the bills.  
 
Audrey will look into a blanket easement for the storm water system.  She stated there is 
no case law and no authority to create such a law.  A prescriptive easement is held by the 
Village since the infrastructure has been in place for so many years.  She will also look at 
the inspection rights of the Village.  A review was conducted of the DC Clerk’s records.  
Trustee Spagnola suggested that when a resident applies for a Building Permit a quick 
review of the need for an easement take place.  This can be a condition of a Certificate of 
Occupancy but maybe not a Building Permit.  It could possibly also be a condition of a 
site plan approval.   
 
Home Show-Fine Home Source Show has requested the use of the grounds in front of 
the band shell for Wednesday, September 25, 2013 through Sunday, September 29, 2013 
for a cost of $250.  The Board agreed that it was far in advance to approve and the also 
agreed to review and make a decision in the first quarter of 2013.     
 
Police Department-No Officers were able to attend the meeting but incident report logs 
were submitted.   
 
Water Committee-90% was an adequate response to the survey as determined by the 
Water Committee.  The DC Dept. of Health was asked about the structure of the report.  
The Dept. of Health seemed more interested in the before tap water reports.  The Village 
may choose the report structure.  Chazen & Companies proposal was submitted to 
complete Task 3 & 4 which was discussed.  The Board requested clarification and 
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modification of the cost for Task 3 and they would review these amendments at the 
meeting to be held on 1-8-2013.   
 
The committee will make recommendations on how to monitor the water source and the 
1990 Town of Washington ordinance to protect their water resources.  The report should 
be sent to the Dutchess County and the NYS Dept. of Health.  Dutchess County will have 
more use of the data from the report.  A GIS map from Neil Curry at the DC Farm & 
Home Center can be prepared.  Stanley Morse stated he feels the Village would be 
buying Russell Urbin-Mead’s expertise.  Russell has reviewed all the survey data 
received to date.  The Board agreed that the proposal for Task 4 is on target and 
authorized this expenditure with a motion made by Mayor Hurley.  Trustee Spagnola 
seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
The committee members will follow up on parcel owners who did not respond to the 
survey.   
 
Code of Ethics-Trustee Herzog stated he has reviewed the current Village Code of Ethics 
as well as several other municipalities Code of Ethics.  A model code from NYCOM was 
married with the Village’s current policy.  He added that he tried to see what was similar 
and why it was there.  He eliminated sections or modified sections.  Section 5 which 
covered exceptions was removed.  Marriages not prohibited were discussed.   
 
Section 805 of the General Municipal Law covering disclosures could be in the Zoning 
Code or in an application form.  The Board will review and discuss at the January 
meeting.   
 
The Board will also review the Planning Board and ZBA fee schedule on January 22, 
2013.   
 
Trustee Spagnola stated the hydroelectric power generator plan will come before the 
Board.  They will be using the Village owned dam.  The engineer liked the site and the 
dam elevation.  Trustee Spagnola added that he had maintenance questions and operation 
concerns.   
 
The Village of Wappingers Falls is very interested in our storm water system project and 
progress.   
 
Public Comments-No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
Trustee Comments-The Village has a new addition to the family.  Amelia Noel was 
born on 12-7-12 to the Deputy Clerk Sarah Witt and Police Officer Jarrad Witt.  The 
Planning Board and ZBA Secretary Suzanne Gould will be helping out in the Clerk’s 
Office two times a week for the next several months.   
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember- 
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Thursday, January 3, 2013 7 PM-Annual Reorganizational Meeting-review of Planning 
Board fees recommendations, policy on purchase orders and invoices received 60 days 
post project will be conducted.  
Tuesday, January 8, 2013 Regular Meeting 7 PM 
Tuesday, January 22, 2013 Workshop 7 PM 
 
Executive Session-A motion was made at 10:30 pm by Trustee Herzog to enter into 
executive session to discuss potential litigation.  Trustee Spagnola seconded and all were 
in favor. 
A motion was made at 10:50 pm by Trustee Herzog to exit out of executive session.  
Trustee Spagnola seconded and all were in favor.   
 
Audit of Bills 
 
Adjourned at 10:51 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Cox.  The motion was seconded 
by Trustee Spagnola.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 



A-PDF PageMaster Demo. Purchase from www.A-PDF.com to remove the watermark

http://www.a-pdf.com/?pm-demo







