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Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes September 4, 2012 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Deputy Mayor Spagnola, Trustee Whalen, Trustee Cox, 
Trustee Herzog, Clerk Linda Wiltse, also in attendance Audrey Scott Attorney. 
 
Marist Meeting-Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro held a meeting at Marist 
College with Dutchess County Department heads as well as Town Supervisors and 
Village and City Mayors.  He informed these local leaders at the meeting of sales tax 
revenue most likely being reduced in the coming year.  Approximately $10,000 less is 
anticipated annually.  Executive Molinaro also is looking to reduce the County’s work 
force by 200 employees.  He suggested eliminating departments and is encouraging local 
officials to give ideas on how to save funds and lower the difference between the budget 
expenses and expected revenues.  In addition, the County Executive asked local officials 
what services are important to their residents.  There is a multi-million dollar gap 
between mandated versus discretionary services.  Election costs will be incurred solely 
by the County.  The County is looking into consortiums for medical and workers 
compensation expenses countywide.   
 
Fire/Rescue Department-Due to the meeting date change and the fact that the Fire Dept. 
had meetings and training scheduled, Fire Dept. Officers were unable to attend.   
 
Building/Zoning Dept-Mayor Hurley stated that Thornedale LLC (AKA Millertime 
Acquisitions) sent a construction letter to local residents, the Board of Trustees and the 
Millbrook Independent.  A building permit has been issued.   
 
Sewer-Scott Osborne read the attached report.  August had 3.4 inches of rain, 3,996.400 
gallons of effluent flow and an average daily flow of 133,000 gallons.  All monthly 
maintenance and sampling was performed.  Royal Carting has hauled the sludge 
dumpster.  Scott stated that 75% of the de-chlorination project is complete.  The project 
should be completed by December 31, 2012.  The Village will work with VRI on the 
billing issues before they take over the billing responsibilities.   
 
Water-Scott Osborne read the attached report.  All monthly maintenance was performed.  
207 new water meters have been installed since February 2012.  This leaves 226 left to 
install as part of the upgrade.  The Health Dept. conducted an inspection last week of the 
water infiltration gallery and the rehabilitation of the bunkers.  A report of their findings 
will be sent before the end of the week to the Village and VRI.   
 
The Board of Trustees accepted the verbal resignation of the Water/Sewer Clerk Dana 
Sukow with a motion made by Mayor Hurley.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.   
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Trustee Herzog inquired about the blowers at the waste water plant and how they were 
functioning during the summer months.  Scott responded that they were performing well 
and better than anticipated.  
  
Public Works Department-Clerk Linda Wiltse read the Public Works Dept. report as 
attached.  They have repaired catch basins on Washington Avenue and on Front Street.  
The shoulder on Valley Farm Road has been backfilled.  Two catch basins were raised on 
Valley Farm Road as well.  The sidewalk on Merritt Avenue was patched.  They trimmed 
trees at the Village Hall, Elm Drive, Harts Village Road and Church Street.  The broken 
warning light for the school on Church Street was repaired.   
 
The broken sidewalk was removed and a new sidewalk was poured on Church Street for 
a total of 80 feet.  An additional 80 feet will be done in the coming weeks.  The guard 
rails on Harts Village Road and North Avenue were painted.  Five truck loads of item 4 
were trucked in to the Waste Water Treatment Plant to assist with the de-chlorination 
project.  Out on a Limb removed trees at the Water Plant, Elm Drive and Valley Farm 
Drive.  They also trimmed and limbed trees at the Village Hall.  On Harts Village Road 
trees were trimmed back 150 feet of overhead limbs.   
 
The Mayor is considering a slow down campaign or looking into lowering the speed limit 
on Village streets.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer-All interest has been posted and bank balances have been submitted.  
Revenue and expense control reports have been submitted as well.   
 
The Dutchess County Personnel Dept. has requested that the Village of Millbrook Board 
of Trustees formerly appoint a Board member to be solely responsible as the Appointing 
Authority and/or Personnel Officer to sign any and all Civil Service documents in the 
absence of the Mayor.  Trustee Cox made a motion to appoint Trustee Joseph Spagnola 
as the Appointing Authority and/or Personnel Officer to sign any and all Civil Service 
documents in the absence of Mayor Hurley.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in 
favor.   
 
Mayor Hurley made a motion to authorize Public Works Supervisor Bob Collocola to 
attend the NYCOM for Public Works in October for educational purposes.  Trustee 
Herzog seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Trustee Cox made a motion to approve the minutes for the meetings held on June 26, 
2012 and July 24, 2012.  Trustee Herzog seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) does not currently have any fees for applicants that 
have to go before the ZBA.  It was thought that fees were incorporated into the Planning 
Board fee schedule.  The Town of Washington ZBA application fee is $150.00.  All 
applications require a public hearing which must be posted in the newspaper and abutters 
notices must be mailed out as certified letters.  A separate application fee and fee 
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schedule is common practice in other municipalities.  The ZBA application has a 
checklist and a sketch of the variance is required to explain the request for a variance.  
The Clerk Linda Wiltse was asked to submit examples of other Dutchess County 
municipality’s fee schedules.  Also requested are consultation fees for engineers and 
attorneys.   
 
Trustee Spagnola made a motion to dispose of the 1971 International pump truck which 
is deemed a surplus asset.  The truck has not been operable since 2006.  Trustee Herzog 
seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Sascha Springer, a location manager for Cinemosaic Films, has contacted the Village 
looking to film an Independent Feature Film called the “Sisterhood”.  The filming would 
begin on October 10th and end on November 18th in homes, a church, an apartment, the 
woods and driving scenes around town.  The crew is approximately 50 people.  The 
Board of Trustees had questions to be presented to Sascha.  What would be the cutoff 
time for evening filming?  What is the exact street locations needed for filming?  If NYS 
Route 44 is one road needed the Village does not have the ability to authorize since this is 
a state road.  Do streets need to be closed?  Is Police and/or Public Works Dept. 
assistance necessary?  What are the proposed fees? 
 
Police Department-No Officers were able to attend the meeting but incident report logs 
were submitted.  The NYS report is of primary concern.  Skate boarding on sidewalks is 
banned in the General Business (GB) District only.  Officers have been notified that there 
is a concern for the safety of those skateboarding on Ciferri Drive onto Anson Avenue.   
 
Water Committee-Trustee Herzog requested the Board of Trustees’ approval to send a 
second mailing for the Water Resources Survey to those who did not respond to the first 
mailing.  To date the Village has received 50% of the 314 total surveys mailed.   
 
Greenway Grant-The Village has renewed more than once the Greenway Grant they 
received for the Comprehensive Plan work.  They received $10,000 with matching funds 
required.  The Mayor proposed giving up the grant funding so other municipalities can 
utilize the funds.  She added that the Village is not ready to proceed with the portion of 
the Comprehensive Plan that would need financing.  A motion was made by Trustee Cox 
and seconded by Trustee Spagnola to decline renewing the grant.  All were in favor.  
Clerk Linda Wiltse inquired as to whether the Mayor had heard form VFW Commander 
Lonn Moore in reference to applying to the Community Development Block Grant for 
funding to build a handicap access ramp at the VFW located on Village property.  She 
had not and instructed the Clerk to contact him to be able to proceed with a grant 
application.   
 
Millbrook Central School District Gymnasium Use-The Board discussed the rental 
fees for the School district use of the gymnasium for a full day as compared to the half 
day currently used.  Bi-weekly custodial services for the bathrooms and the gymnasium 
may be included in the agreement.  The Town of Washington budget process will begin 
soon and the Board will set rental fees for them.  Resurfacing of the gymnasium floor 
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may be included in the agreement.  Fees for the Millbrook Arts Group and the Rotary 
were considered as well.  In addition, the Board of Trustees agreed to separate the two oil 
tanks and assign one tank solely to the furnace that heats the gymnasium.  Suggested fees 
were $4,000 for the school and $7,500 for the Town of Washington.  The school 
mentioned screens needing purchasing for the gymnasium windows.   
 
Public Comments-No public comments were submitted. 
 
Trustee Comments-Risk assessment agreements with the Town of Washington were 
recommended by the NYS Office of the State Comptroller (OSC).  For example, snow 
removal in exchange for trucking.   
 
Trustee Herzog stated the NYS DEC gave a mixed review on the Trees for Tribs located 
at the Village dam.   
 
Trustee Whalen stated he would like to speak with Village Attorney Audrey Scott briefly 
after the meeting to discuss legal research he has done in reference to the Thorne 
Building.   
 
Village Attorney Audrey Scott requested a copy of the current contract with VRI.   
 
Mayor Hurley suggested the Water Committee newest task may be to draft a storm water 
ordinance.   
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember-Community Day- September 8, 2012 10 am to 3 pm 
Please see the flyer located in the back of the meeting room.  Water Committee-
September 10, 2012 5:00 pm 
Second Regular Meeting-September 25, 2012 7:00 pm 
 
Audit of Bills 
 
Executive Session-Trustee Cox made a motion to enter into executive session at 8:10 pm 
to discuss the Thorne Building and legal matters in reference to the Thorne Building.  
Trustee Whalen seconded and all were in favor. 
 
At 10:35 pm Trustee Spagnola made a motion to exit out of executive session.  Trustee 
Herzog seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Adjourned at 10:36 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Herzog.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Spagnola.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 
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