
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes May 8, 2012 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Deputy Mayor Spagnola, Trustee Cox, Trustee Herzog, 
Trustee Whalen and Clerk Linda Wiltse 
 
Fire/Rescue Department-A special thanks went out to the Officers serving our fortunate 
residents and congratulations for those awarded for their exemplary dedication.  The bid 
for a new ambulance was opened at 7:06 by Clerk Linda Wiltse.  One bid was submitted 
by VCI of New York for the 2012 Horton Model equaling a sum of $148,522.00.  The 
proposed model was compared to previous models purchased.  Ford company does not 
make the size truck needed using diesel fuel anymore.   
 
Captain Liz Baldwin commented on the ability for Millbrook to become a Heart Safe 
Community.  The schools now have mandated CPR training requirements.  The Rescue 
Squad is looking to Tribute Gardens for funding to update the EAD machines.  The Fire 
Dept. has no new business. 
 
Water/Sewer-Scott Osborne see attached.  A new meter was installed at the Eastern 
Dutchess Government Center.  The new meter is now connected to the main pipe so it 
will not be affected by the flushing of fire hydrants.  A leak in one of the former Bennett 
College buildings was repaired.  The cost of these repairs, if unpaid by the property 
owner, will be relevied onto the Village property taxes.  Even now vandalism of 
buildings and grounds continues.   
 
The bunker repair work is in progress which means the planning stages.  The concrete on 
the two older bunkers will be repaired.  The bunker across the stream will be looked at 
also.  Pipes in the building will be plugged off to prevent any mixing with clear water.  
The pump pit repairs will be discussed.   
 
Manhole work under the funding from the Shared Services Grant will begin shortly.  The 
risers will be replaced and repairs inside the manholes will be conducted.  In addition, on 
North Avenue and Alden Place the sewer main will be relined.  Also, they are requesting 
permission to camera the lines on Valley Farm Road before paving begins to make 
certain everything is functioning properly.  TAM will do the work under the Shared 
Services Grant.  The public will be informed when the work is to be performed which 
will take place after school is out for the summer since a portion of the project is on 
Alden Place.   
 



A flow meter will be installed for the large retention tank.  The annual water quality 
reports will be available soon and they hope to have them included in the water and sewer 
bills.  It is important the reports are postmarked before May 30th.   
 
Highway Department-Bob Collocola stated stumps were removed and trees were 
trimmed in the dam area.  A fence will be installed on the west side of the dam.  They 
worked with VRI on the water line leak on the former Bennett College property.  Brushed 
was cleared from curbsides.  A catch basin was rebuilt and installed on Dineen Street 
where the telephone company took down a pole leaning into the road.  Easy Street 
cleaned the streets.  The NYSIF inspector made his annual visit to all Village owned 
buildings.  A catch basin on Maple Avenue was also repaired.  Signs that had become 
faded or outdated were upgraded.  This is to comply with a NYS unfunded mandate 
requiring a mixture of upper and lower case letters instead of all capital letters.  The two 
hour parking signs on Franklin Avenue can’t be read and will be replaced.   
 
The Town of Washington recycled the clean soil from the Village Hall excavation area 
which had been stored on Church Street.  Soon they will begin painting the curbs and 
placing the flower barrels.  Easy Street will paint the crosswalks except those located on 
Franklin Avenue. They are NYS’s responsibility since it is a state road.  Bob met with 
two additional vendors in reference to the paving project for Valley Farm Road.  The 
Village was awarded $33,036.48 from the CHIPS program with a total capital balance of 
$93,347.18.  Bids for the street light installation were reviewed and awarded to Millbrook 
Electric who feels they can install 1 pole per day.  They may be able to install as many as 
three poles per day if there are no obstacles.  Prevailing wages do apply.  They will 
perform the work for $1,800 per pole and the Board approved the installation of 5 poles 
initially.  The Village purchased a total of 18 poles.  Trustee Cox made a motion to 
approve the installation of 5 initial poles by Millbrook Electric.  Trustee Herzog 
seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
A Town of Washington resident inquired about truck traffic and the possibility of 
requesting the truckers use roads outside of the Village.  Several alternate routes were 
discussed and the pros and cons were pointed out for each route.  The NYS DOT’s 
response to truck traffic concerns was also discussed.         
 
Clerk/Treasurer-All interest has been posted and bank balances have been submitted.  
Revenue and expense control reports have been submitted as well.  The purchase system 
will begin in May.  For NYS approved vendors quotes are not required.  The Board 
approved the minutes from 1/10, 1/24, 2/13 and 2/28 with a motion made by Trustee 
Herzog.  Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
The tax warrant will be posted in the official publication of the Village, the Poughkeepsie 
Journal.  The tax warrant and the relevy list were submitted to Dutchess County for 
printing.  The budget was submitted to the NYS Comptroller and will be posted on the 
Village website.   
 



The Board of Trustees authorized the one year renewal of a BAN totaling $450,000 for 
the oil spill with an interest rate of 1.13%.  Arrangements will be made with the Village 
attorney to produce the necessary documents and the Bank of Millbrook to conduct the 
closing of the renewal.  
 
Police Department-The Board of Trustees will review the patrol activity and the incident 
reports after the auditing of the bills.  The reporting errors have been worked out and the 
proper traffic ticket reports now go to the Town of Washington Court.  A seconded 
backup system is being worked on for this information.  The new transmission installed 
in the patrol car needs to be looked at by the repair shop that conducted the work which is 
under warranty.   
 
Court-The Justice audit was delayed since the Village Court was consolidated with the 
Town of Washington Court effective January 1, 2012.  The audit was submitted to the 
Board of Trustees.  There are questions in regard to Justice Prisco’s receipts versus 
disbursements which require further researched.   
 
Community Development Block Grant-A response has been requested as to whether 
the Village will be participating in the 2013-2015 consortium ballots.  Mayor Hurley 
recommended sending in the ballot.  A general consensus and authorization to sign was 
given to the Mayor.   
 
County Land Disposition-Notice of foreclosure has been submitted by the County to the 
Village on property located within the Village.  The County has requested information 
the Village may have in regard to adverse conditions of the property.  The County also 
inquired about any interest the Village may have in the purchasing of such properties.  
The sole property listed is located on Booth Court which is a triangular shaped parcel 
located on a pond.  The Mayor will inform the County that no adverse conditions exist 
and the Village is not interested in purchasing the parcel.   
 
Code of Ethics-The NYS Attorney General is requesting a copy of the Village’s Code of 
Ethics.  The Mayor recommended they review the current Code of Ethics which has been 
submitted to the Board members.    
 
Project Updates-The Village has submitted a large closure report on the oil spill to the 
NYS DEC for their consideration.   
 
Planning Board/Zoning Board of Appeals-The Cardinal Hayes Home for Children may 
have a possible group home application.  There are a total of four potential zoning issues.  
Complaints have been received in reference to a recreational vehicle on Merritt Avenue.  
The residents are cooperating.  Several illegal signs posted by the Early Childhood 
Education Center are being addressed.  A letter will be sent to the Grosses by the Code 
Enforcement Officer, Kenneth McLaughlin for open violations and in response to a letter 
written requesting escrow funds being returned.  The letter will state the violations and 
give notice to inspect the premises.   
 



Water Committee-The Water Committee met on April 30th to discuss the proposal of a 
local ordinance and the 1992 NYS law to protect the water shed area.  Several committee 
members also met with Russell Urbin-Mead in reference to these same two items to 
request his advice.  Also discussed was the Town of Washington ordinance currently in 
existence and the inspections required under the 1992 NYS law.  The language in the 
1992 NYS law is good but focuses on gravel and sand areas.  It does not look at the zone 
3 area.  The map may need to be redrawn.  Mayor Hurley stated she wants to include 
protection for the Town water in the ordinance proposed.  The Water Committee will 
meet again on May 21st at 5 pm.  They will confer on how best to prepare residents for 
the inspections so the Village can adhere to the 1992 NYS law.  The NYS Dept. of 
Health may be able to provide a checklist to follow.  Howard Schuman stated zone 2 
should be redrawn to include businesses such as the gas station for example.   
 
The survey documents pertaining to the 1992 law will be located and reviewed.  
Currently there are no inspection guidelines for the Town of Washington or the Village of 
Millbrook.  The committee will develop mechanisms for inspections and better triggers 
for inspections are needed.   
 
Trustee Comments-No additional comments were submitted. 
 
Meetings-Board Meeting- May 22, 2012 7:00 pm.    
 
The Board of Trustees has been asked to march in the Memorial Day Parade.   
 
Audit of Bills 
 
Executive Session-Trustee Spagnola made a motion to enter into executive session at 
9:08 pm.  Trustee Herzog seconded and all were in favor.  The Board entered into 
executive session to discuss attorney client privilege in relation to the oil spill and 
potential litigation.   
 
Trustee Spagnola made a motion to exit out of executive session at 9:30 pm.  Trustee Cox 
seconded and all were in favor.  
 
Adjourned at 9:31 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Whalen.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Herzog.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 
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