
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes January 24, 2012 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Deputy Mayor Spagnola, Trustee Herzog, Trustee Cox, 
Trustee Whalen, Clerk Linda Wiltse and Rebecca Valk Attorney 
 
LOSAP Credit Review-The Mayor submitted for the Board’s acceptance the LOSAP 
credit review which ultimately will be sent to Penflex for processing.  The Mayor 
explained how the hours of service are posted and available for members to review before 
forwarding the information to the Board of Trustees for approval.  A motion to accept the 
LOSAP credits for year 2011 as submitted by the Fire Dept. was made by Deputy Mayor 
Spagnola and seconded by Trustee Cox.  All were in favor.  
 
Brush Guidelines-The brush guidelines are currently part of the Village Code.  For most 
part the current code covers issues and clarifications were added to the proposed wording 
as per Robert Collocola’s request.  Trustee Herzog stated it is an idea the defining brush 
guidelines for residents.  He stated his concern over whether a 2 week timeframe is long 
enough to complete brush pickup and for residents to put brush out for pickup.  Trustee 
Cox added his concern as well over the timeframe.  The Village provides this service but 
if the property owner is hiring a professional contractor they should be responsible for 
removal of the tree materials.  Rebecca added that the Village has limited resources and 
therefore if an independent contractor is hired then they are responsible for removal of 
materials.  Rebecca stated the Village can grant reasonable extensions depending upon 
the size of a storm.  Mayor Hurley stated they will tweak the language and submit the 
changes for the Board’s review.  
 
Police Holidays Available for special detail pay-New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day were 
recommended by the Mayor.  Trustee Cox stated he was okay with the 6 the Mayor 
chose.  Mayor Hurley stated the fireworks display, the carnival, the Firemen’s parade 
day, Halloween and New Year’s Eve are already compensated for.  Mayor Hurley made a 
motion to clarify the Employee Handbook special pay for the holidays listed for the 
Police Dept.  Trustee Cox seconded and all were in favor. 
 
Emergency Preparedness 
 Joint Administrative Law-The Board expressed their concerns to enact 
provisions they were not able to enforce.  The Village must pass the same exact law as 
the Town of Washington.  The Mayor gave recommendations for discussion as per the 
attached.  She felt the need to acknowledge the fact that if the Village needs to use 
equipment residents will be compensated accordingly.  Trustee Cox referred to page 4 
2(b) and stated they are not speaking about seizing a persons livelihood.  He added that 
vital is a key wording.  He also stated he is comfortable with the language as written.  
The proposed wording also has the fair market value written into the law as submitted.  



Deputy Mayor Spagnola stated he is concerned one persons needs would be considered 
more important over another persons needs for a generator for example.  Mayor Hurley 
stated this is for a major emergency and examples were given.  Common sense and 
rational behavior must be relied on in these situations as stated by Rebecca.  Trustee 
Herzog agreed with Trustee Cox that it should be included in the law document.  Rebecca 
stated they can put a sentence in there that their actions shall be a last option and will be 
reasonably applied by the person responsible.  The law will be applied in an equitable and 
permissible manner.  Mayor Hurley stated they will be reintroduced the law once the 
wording is agreed upon.  Rebecca added that it makes sense to have a joint public hearing 
on this law. 
 
 Village Plan Review-Trustee Herzog stated he has reviewed the Village 
Emergency Plan and found there is a need to update the table of contents, added a section  
maps and a succession of command list which is requested by the Dutchess County 
Emergency Response Dept. annually.  All public service buildings, churches and schools 
have been added to the Village maps as well as food, banks, street sketching, streams and 
ponds and medical supplies.  Trustee Herzog stated they must add to the Re-
Organizational meeting agenda each year since they must by resolution set the chain of 
command.  Mayor Hurley, who has the authority to declare a state of emergency, stated 
the assets for the Highway, Police and Fire department have been updated. 
 
A section of Town of Washington and Village of Millbrook joint emergency plan has 
been added to the Village emergency plan for catastrophic emergencies.  Help from 
outside agencies will be called in for assistance.  Identification of high risk areas and 
examples were given.  Our plan will become part of the joint emergency plan with the 
Town of Washington.  Number 4 on Trustee Herzog’s list discussed naming a publicity 
officer and gave responsibilities for this position.  Mayor stated she is considered about 
the publicity officer portion of the law.  Trustee Cox stated the emergency plans are fluid 
in a changing situation and the PIO may not be trained.  If they name an individual they 
may be unavailable during an emergency.  The Mayor starts out as the PIO and layers of 
command will be developed during and emergency.  (public information officer = PIO)  
The Mayor may delegate the duties of the PIO position.  Trustee Herzog stated the Board 
may want to leave this information purposely vague to be flexible for each emergency.  
 
The Village may need more research for shelters, supplies and to identify what is 
available.  The Village must have supplies available for the first 12 hours until the Red 
Cross arrives.  The Dutchess County mutual aid plan is available and has been added to 
the emergency plan.  Central Hudson contact numbers and the Village business directory 
have been added to the plan as well.  
 
NIMS-National Incident Management System training requirements were submitted and 
documents were provided by Trustee Herzog.  Mayor Hurley stated she met with Chief 
Bownas who informed her that once certified no additional training is required.  The Fire 
Dept. members are all certified.  She will check with the Police Dept. to see if they are 
certified as well.  The Mayor stated she is committed to taking the required classes for 
certification. 
 



Bids-Furnace Sewer Treatment Plant/Hot Water Heater-The bids were read by Clerk 
Linda Wiltse for the replacement of the furnace and the hot water heater located at the 
waste water treatment plant.   
 
Spagnola’s Plumbing & Heating, Inc. Furnace-$3,155.00 

30 gallon Hot Water Heater-$545.00 
Jeff Daley & Sons    Ducane Furnace-$3,600.00 

Thermopride Furnace-$4,100.00 
12 gallon Hot Water Heater-$500.00 

Taylor Oil, Inc.    Furnace-$3,190.00 
Hot Water Heater-$502.00 

 
Deputy Mayor Spagnola stated the Thermopride furnace is excessive for the waste water 
offices.  Trustee Cox stated it makes sense for one contractor to install both the furnace 
and the hot water heater.  Trustee Herzog asked if the Village had history with any of the 
3 bidders.  He was informed the Village uses Spagnola Plumbing & Heating.  Deputy 
Mayor Spagnola stated the scope of the work should have been made clearer by the 
Board.  Spagnola Plumbing & Heating submitted the lowest of the 3 bids and is providing 
the most work and equipment.  The Mayor stated she is inclined to accept the proposal 
from Spagnola since it is the lowest bid which is providing the must work and equipment.  
Trustee Cox made a motion and Trustee Whalen seconded to approve Spagnola’s bid.  
Trustee Spagnola recused himself.  All others were in favor.  
 
BAN Renewal/Principal Pay down-Salisbury Bank submitted an interest rate of 1.14%, 
the Bank of Millbrook submitted an interest rate of 1.15% and M&T bank has not 
submitted a requested bid for $18,118 for the purchase of the Kubota tractor.  The 
$18,118 will be a bond anticipation note which will be paid off in three years in equal 
parts.  Trustee Cox stated he preferred to go with the low bid.  Trustee Herzog made a 
motion to accept Salisbury Bank’s bid of 1.14% and Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All 
were in favor.  
 
The first debt issuance the Village incurred for an initial amount of $190,000 and the 
Village budgeted to pay the principal down $40,000 plus interest.  Mayor Hurley stated 
the Board had hoped to combine all 3 of the BANs for the oil spill into one long term 15 
year bond.  The Board is not quite ready at this point since water monitoring wells are 
still in place.  The Bank of Millbrook submitted a bid with an interest rate of 1.15%, 
Salisbury Bank submitted a bid with an interest rate of 1.14% and M&T Bank did not 
have a submission.  Trustee Herzog made a motion to accept the bid submitted by 
Salisbury Bank and Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Miller Time, LLC Easement-Trustee Spagnola stated the Board has a submission from 
Zarecki & Associates for the replacement of a culvert box to handle storm water.  The 
project upgrade will be at the property owner’s expense.  The Board is pleased they are 
willing to make the upgrade when they are not required to do so.  The easement has a 
major sewer main which is original to the installation of sewer to the Village.  Trustee 
Spagnola met with representatives from Millertime LLC and VRI to review the easement 
document.  Mayor Hurley read the easement.  Trustee Spagnola recommended and stated 
the pipe is 19 feet from the proposed building.  The hookup to the sewer main will be 



located on the northeast corner of the building.  The property owner is responsible for the 
lateral hookup costs.  The Planning Board consultant had a question as to the building 
boundaries.  Trustee Spagnola stated the cost of moving mains from private property 
would be enormous.  Rebecca added they should be careful of anything with a long 
growing root system.  Trustee Spagnola stated they are requiring a lot of landscaping in 
the plan.  Trustee Spagnola also stated he will work with Clerk Linda Wiltse on the 
wording in a letter to the Planning Board.  Trustee Cox stated a portion of the sewer main 
does run under the paved parking lot.  Trustee Spagnola informed the Board the black top 
is green and porous as to allow water to filter down through into the ground.  The Mayor 
asked for the Board’s authority to sign the easement on behalf of the Village.  Trustee 
Cox made a motion to accept and Trustee Herzog seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
Correspondence was received by the Mayor from Dutchess County stating they have 
approved the relevies issued by the Town of Washington and relevies from the Village 
onto the Town of Washington tax roll.  
 
Public Participation-Frank Genova thanked the Board for their service to the 
community and informed them they are appreciated.  He added he is glad the Board is 
addressing the brush issue.  
 
Audit of the Bills 
 
Executive Session-Trustee Spagnola made a motion to enter into executive session at 
9:20 pm to discuss the oil spill and legal issues related to the oil spill.  Trustee Herzog 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
The Board exited out of executive session with a motion made by Trustee Herzog and 
seconded by Trustee Cox at 10:30 pm.  All were in favor. 
 
Adjourned at 10:31 p.m. with a motion made by Trustee Herzog.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Cox.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 


