
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes November 14, 2011 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley and paused for a moment to acknowledge 
those veterans whom have served and are currently serving. 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Cox, Trustee Spagnola, Trustee 
Whalen, Clerk Linda Wiltse and Rebecca Valk Attorney 
 
Department Reports 
Fire Department-Mayor Hurley stated the Department is tweaking the recommendations 
on the Social Media and Health policies for a presentation at the December meeting.   
 
Building/Zoning-Kenneth McLaughlin see attached report. 
Gross application-The record of findings and decision has been issued from the ZBA 
and Ken McLaughlin’s letter to the Grosses has also been issued.  Rebecca spoke to the  
Gross’ attorney about the letter he submitted since it was not procedurally correct.  Ken 
was asked if the operation of the Cottage Salon has ceased.  Ken stated the Grosses are 
expected to make an application to the Planning Board.  He added they must go back to 
the Planning Board for parking regulation compliance.  Ken also stated when he reviewed 
the code nothing referred him to the parking section.  Rebecca stated that as the code is 
written after the site plan has been approved the Grosses do not have to go back to the 
building inspector and a public hearing must be held.  
 
Fencing on Nine Partners Lane-Ken has met with the property owner and the 
complainant.  They have agreed to meet to discuss the fencing issues.  Mayor Hurley 
stated that the Board may look at the code to amend the fencing regulations for rural 
areas where there is 5 acre zoning.  Ken stated he meant the line of vision issues in the 
code may need amending.  He added he would like common sense to prevail so each 
individual is satisfied with the outcome.  
 
Gross-Trustee Spagnola inquired about the Gross' 2 chair violation and the local law 
passed last January which states the Planning Board cannot entertain any application for a 
property that has an outstanding violation.  He asked how can an applicant go before the 
Planning Board with this violation in place.  Ken responded that he must first do a 
physical inspection before they may go before the Planning Board. 
 
Bennett College-Ken and Rebecca have met at length this afternoon.  Rebecca has asked 
Ken to gather all the applicable information on all the property maintenance violations on 
all 15 parcels at the former Bennett College.   
 
Rebecca stated the building code violations can be assessed daily fines and the zoning 
code violations can be assessed weekly fines.  Trustee Whalen asked if they will be filing 
with the Dept. of State an appearance ticket.  Rebecca responded it may be good practice 
to have the court file a notice of violation.  She added the October 14 decision from the 



judge is not specific as to when they must complete these items.  Rebecca submitted a 
letter asking for a January 27th date for applications to be submitted for the appropriate 
permits.  The next step is a contempt motion and the court cannot put a Limited Liability 
Corporation (LLC) in jail so they may issue an injunction.  With this judgment the 
Village may be able to receive in fines.  Rebecca stated she will get on file with Dutchess 
County the resolution that was passed at the September meeting.  Trustee Whalen stated 
the LLC’s responsible officer could go to jail.  Trustee Cox asked if the timeline is such 
that they may go the date of the first citation.  How far back can the Village go back?  
Rebecca answered the farthest back the Village may go is one year according to the 
statute of limitations.  She added there are so many counts the fines may be up to $1,000 
per month.   
 
Rebecca stated the frustrating thing is the developer informed the court it is not their 
responsibility and they have made many empty promises.  Trustee Morse asked if there is 
damage to the chain link fence due to the storm, who is responsible?   Trustee Spagnola 
answered that in the contract the fence company will make the needed repairs but the 
Mayor stated the repairs will be charged back to the property owner.  
 
Noise Millbrook R&B-The decibel monitors have been used to determine the noise level 
coming form the Millbrook R&B.  Officer Scribner has spoken to the owner and the 
noise seems to come from the public spilling out the back of the establishment.  It is 
tough to pin down a time of the actual annoyance.  Mayor Hurley discussed the idea of a 
double door entrance to help reduce the noise level.  Ken and Officer Scribner have 
formed a strongly worded letter and Ken will work with Rebecca about the fine tuning 
the wording before it is mailed.  Alternative actions were discussed.  The Mayor stated 
they have had property damage, robbery and assaults in the area.  Trustee Spagnola stated 
the property area extends into the parking lot in the rear.  The Mayor requested the letter 
go out as soon as possible.  She added they had a similar problem at a different location 
in the Village.  Trustee Spagnola asked if the owner of the building has been approached.  
 
FEMA-FEMA has informed the Village they have expanded the flood plain and this will 
require higher insurance premiums for the property owners in this expanded area.  Alden 
Terrace complex is affected by this change.  The Millbrook Hollow area is also affected 
by this expansion.  The maps will be finalized soon.  The Village must take action soon 
on a policy of regulatory action as per the attached.  
 
Water/Sewer-Scott Osborne see attached.  The amended contract between the Village of 
Millbrook and Dutchess County for the former Infirmary site was discussed and the 
changes requested at the October meeting were made.  Trustee Morse made a motion to 
extend the contract with Dutchess County until January 31, 2012 to allow time to finalize, 
authorize and execute the final contract.  Trustee Cox seconded and all were in favor.  
Michelle Almedia referred the Board to page 2 of the contract where the requested 
changes had been made.  She added she will send the contract off to Dutchess County 
before the Village signs it.  The Board authorized Michelle to submit the contract to 
Dutchess County with a motion made by Trustee Cox.  This motion was seconded by 
Trustee Morse and all were in favor. 
 
Waste Water-The Church Alliance project is completed.  



Water-The meter reader needs replacing.  Scott stated the handheld computer does not 
work even after charging all night.  All entries must be done by hand leaving a large 
margin for error.  The Mayor recommended waiting no longer and wants to procure these 
items as proposed.  She added they can amend the 2011/2012 budget to bring $25,000 
from fund balance to purchase this equipment.  Trustee Spagnola asked if the proposed 
request is one of the premier systems or is this just what is available.  He added the Board 
should do it.  Scott stated the other issue is these meters do not have a frost bottom.  The 
new meters are designed such that if the water freezes the pipes will break to protect the 
meter.  Trustee Morse made a motion to transfer $25,863.89 from fund balance into the 
operating budget to cover the cost of 50 new meters, the software and a new meter reader.  
Trustee Spagnola seconded and all were in favor.  
 
Cardinal Hayes/Exmoore House-Cardinal Hayes has requested a connection to the 
sewer system in the Bennett complex area.  Exmoore house has their waste water 
connected to Cardinal Hayes’ septic system.  Hayes has asked to connect to the Village 
sewer system and they have given the flow estimations expected.  The Village will own 
the lines.  Pressure testing concerns about the lines from the building to the sewer main 
line were raised.  The manholes do meet the cleanout requirements.  Manholes are needed 
one every 300 feet or on every turn regardless of the footage.  The Village is looking for 
the operator from VRI to conduct the inspections on the hookups.  The connection itself 
was discussed and questioned due to the angle.  Also stated was the fact that where the 
sewer line crosses the water line they must put in a 6 inch sewer line in an 8 inch sleeve 
for the 2 crossings noted on the plans.  The main connection to the existing main was also 
a concern.  Bob Campbell will be contacted for clarification.  The Village wants a 
manhole at the main connection which is not noted on the plan submitted.  
 
The Shared Services Grant appendix X was submitted to Albany and the Board is waiting 
for approvals.  
 
Letter from Chazen & Company-EFC Grant Blower issues-Mayor Hurley stated they 
have had 2 starts and stops with this project.  The original blowers were not functioning 
properly according to the letter from Chazen.  Chazen has asked for a meeting with the 
Board of Trustees to rectify the situation.  It does not make sense at this point to change 
the function at the plant.  The Mayor discussed tasks that must be completed before this 
function will be changed.  She asked if the Village should put the newest blowers in and 
look at them in the spring to see if they are functioning properly.  Trustee Spagnola stated 
they should put them on notice in some language that the Village is not accepting the 
information stated in the letter.  July and August are the best times to see if the blowers 
are sufficiently working by determining the oxygen levels.  Trustee Spagnola suggested a 
letter would be sufficient to inform Chazen they are not willing to meet.  The Mayor will 
draft a response and will distribute to the Board for their review. 
 
Highway-Bob Collocola-see attached.  Bob stated they have taken 120 truck loads of 
brush and/or leaves to the Hitchcock Estate.  They have rebuilt the catch basin on Elm 
Drive.  Bob asked for ideas on who can assist with the holiday decorations installation for 
the Millbrook Business Association (MBA).  Mayor Hurley stated she will make some 
calls to local service organizations.  She asked about the stakes for the trees.  Bob 
responded the Highway Dept. can do them.  The biggest time consuming task is the tree 



installation.  The MBA is planning a parade of horse drawn carriages down Franklin 
Avenue and the lights will come on as they proceed down the avenue.   
 
Mayor Hurley stated the Millbrook Central School District contacted all residents on 
Alden Place and the Town and Village Halls that could be impacted by the drilling into 
bedrock at the school.  The drilling is being done to prepare for the retaining wall repairs 
occurring over the next couple of weeks.   
 
The Mayor read a letter from the NYS DOT CHIPS program stating the Village has 
$60,310 in their fund.   
Trustee Cox commented on acquiring help during leaf pickup season.  He added that if 
there are funds in the budget then they should hire a contractor to assist with leaf and/or 
storm damage pickup.  The Mayor stated they have used some funds to hire with the 
snow leaf damage.  Bob called Easy Street for a leaf pickup quote of $150 per hour.  Bob 
stated that if Out on a Limb chips the brush then the Highway Dept. can concentration on 
the leaves. He added that Out on a Limb is more expensive than Easy Street being used 
for leaf pickup. 
 
Mayor Hurley made a motion of officially appoint Suzanne P. Gould as the Planning 
Board and Zoning Board of Appeals secretary.  Trustee Morse seconded and all were in 
favor. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse stated all interest has been posted, bank balances 
and revenue/expense reports have been submitted.  Clerk Linda Wiltse informed the 
Board she is in receipt of the third quarter sales tax revenue check form Dutchess County 
in the amount of $11,719.05 which is within the expected revenue for this budget year.  
She also informed the Board the unpaid taxes for 2011/2012 has been forwarded to the 
Dutchess County Finance Dept. for a total of $49,787.30 as of November 1st.  Trustee 
Cox made a motion to approve the minutes from meetings held in August, September and 
October.  Trustee Morse seconded and all were in favor.  
 
The Clerk read a report submitted by Deputy Fire Inspector, James Brownell Jr.  In his 
report he has sent out 10 notices of intent to inspect to the businesses located on lower 
Franklin Avenue and he has scheduled 3 so far for inspection.  Those who do not respond 
by the end of next week will be sent a second notice.   
 
Emergency Preparedness Plan-Rebecca gave a brief overview of the local which 
basically would establish two level councils.  One is the joint disaster preparedness 
council and the other is the formation of joint emergency services organization which 
lays out the hierarchy of responsibilities, duties and obligations.  The law gets very 
specific as to who plays what roles in the event of an emergency.  The Town of 
Washington Supervisor has jurisdiction over certain emergencies since the Village is 
located within the Town of Washington.   
 
Trustee Morse stated they must have the support of the community and they have 
collected a list of persons who may provide services mostly located within the Town of 
Washington.  He added there are 50 potential participants.  50 letters went out and about 
16 have responded positively thus far.  Interest has been generated and ultimately a 



contract will be signed and the cost would be reimbursed for services given during an 
emergency.  They are not looking for free services.  The community would then look to 
FEMA for example for funding reimbursement.  This will take some time perhaps 3 or 
more years.  It is a constructive process for the community.  The Mayor stated it was 
suggested by a resident to rent a storage unit for storing all emergency supplies available 
which is a very interesting concept.  There has been a talented group of members and 
residents contributing valuable information and suggestions.  When the plan is complete 
this will be a model for the region not just Dutchess County.  This plan will be a part of 
the annual reorganization meeting and will be reviewed annually by both municipalities. 
 
Introduce Local Law- Increase Planning Board Size and Set Terms-Trustee Spagnola 
stated there is a lack of interest on volunteering to serve on the Planning Board.  Trustee 
Cox added this is not a reason to limit the number of seats on the Planning Board.  Mayor 
Hurley stated there were quorum issues also mentioned as a concern.  Trustee Whalen 
stated he does not see hanging in if the concept is not coming together.  The Mayor stated 
she found the County’s comments from Planning and Development interesting.  She 
added it is only a recommendation.  This is not a political project and it is not a valid 
concern.  Trustee Morse stated that originally he was swayed by the County 
memorandum to go to 7 years.  He likes the idea of expanding to 7 members to bring new 
ideas and a fresh perspective to the Planning Board.  The Mayor informed Suzanne 
Gould, the new Planning Board secretary that she sent out a memorandum asking the 
current Planning Board members about their willingness to still serve.  The Mayor asked 
Mike Herzog, the Trustee elect, about his input on the matte.  Mike stated he was in favor 
of including more people on the Board to get more fresh ideas.  The public hearing will 
be kept open until the next meeting to be held on December 13th.    
 
Public Participation-Mike Herzog stated he was impressed with the reaction from the 
Highway Dept. in relation to the recent storms.  
 
Project Updates-Trustee Spagnola state in reference to building and grounds the Village 
Hall gym side exit has ice develop over the staircase in the winter.  The cleaning of the 
gutters to prevent these ice jams may solve this issue.  Tow vendors will give quotes on 
Thursday for cleaning the gutters at the Village Hall, Fire House and the Thorne 
Building.    
 
Boy scouts stirred some dust up while moving chairs at their first meeting held in the 
Village Hall and set off the sensitive smoke detection system.  Some of their camping 
equipment has been stored in the bowling alley room temporarily in the Village Hall 
basement.  Lighting updates will be completed in the same room with some donated light 
fixtures.    
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember 
December 5th -Joint meeting at Town of Washington Hall at 7 pm 
December 13th -Regular meeting 
December 27th   -Regular meeting 
The Board of Trustees set the annual re-organization meeting for Wednesday, January 4th 
tentatively  
 



Police Department-Trustee Cox read the attached prepared report.  
 
Audit of the Bills 
 
Executive Session-The Board of Trustees entered into executive session with a motion 
made by Trustee Morse at 10:15 pm.  This motion was seconded by Trustee Cox to 
discuss the Colomello oil spill settlement.   
 
The Board of Trustees exited out of executive session at 10:35 with a motion made by 
Trustee Spagnola and was seconded by Trustee Whalen.  All were in favor. 
 
Adjourned at 10:40 p.m. with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Cox.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 


