
Village of Millbrook 

Board of Trustees 

Minutes September 13, 2011 

 

Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 

 

In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Cox, Trustee Spagnola, Clerk 

Linda Wiltse and Rebecca Valk Attorney 

 

Department Reports 

 

Fire/Rescue-The Fire Dept. continues to assist homeowners with flooding issues from 

Hurricane Irene and the heavy rain storm that followed according to the Mayor.  

Discussions began on the generator at the Fire House that cannot run the entire building 

and provides limited lights and power to outlets.  The Board began talking about a new 

generator which could cost $100,000.  The Board considered doing a mailing to residents 

for donations toward an emergency generator.  Mayor Hurley stated the Dept. of Defense 

may have surplus equipment available.  She added she wants to ask the Fire Dept. 

personnel to look into the cost of a new sufficient generator.  

 

LOSAP-Mayor Hurley the resolution to amend the Service Award Program for active 

volunteer firefighter members of the Millbrook Fire Dept./Millbrook Engine Hook & 

Ladder Company No. 1.  The Board of Trustees, as authorized by Article 11-A of the 

NYS General Municipal Law, directs that there shell be a public referendum of eligible 

voters of the Village of Millbrook in the general election to be held on Tuesday, 

November 8, 2011 to determine whether the Village of Millbrook Defined Contribution 

Service Award Program shall be amended effective January 1, 2012 to increase the 

annual contribution from $360 to $500, for each calendar year beginning after December 

31, 2011 during which an active volunteer firefighter member earns a year of service 

credit under the Point System.  Trustee Morse made a motion to accept the resolution as 

read and Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.   

 

Water/Sewer-Scott Osborne see attached.  Mayor Hurley inquired about the overflow 

gasket at the retention tank located at the sewer plant.  Scott Osborne stated there may be 

a blockage in the overflow line.  He added he would like to have it examined and if it is 

clogged they would like to have it cleared.  Scott added he can make the inspection 

himself but he needs lift to get him 40 feet in the air.  He also stated that depending upon 

where the block is they may need Fred Cook to come in and clear the blockage or they 

may be able to take care of it themselves (VRI). 

 

Water-Scott Osborne see attached.  Scott Osborne mentioned the hurricane issues that 

have caused debris to accumulate and flood and damage the fence at the water works.  He 

added this creates a lake effect with trees and trash becoming wedged against the chain 

link fence creating a dam pushing the fence out.  Scott stated it may be possible to install 

flood gates so to speak to let the water and debris pass through the worst area affected.  

Mayor Hurley added the water works may be under the influence of ground water.  There 



are early indications of this according to the Mayor.  Scott stated the Dutchess County 

Board of Health wants to run a microscopic particulates test on the stream water and 

certain points with filters and take the samples back to the lab to test.  The Mayor stated 

they have a capital plan for the years 2013-2014 to install a filtration system.  

 

The Village may apply for FEMA funding since the Bennett pump station lost power and 

had to be emptied 4 times during the storm with the assistance of Tim Race.   

 

Mayor Hurley stated that on Friday, September 23 there will be an applicant briefing for 

disaster relief at 1:30 pm and she asked Bob Collocola to go to the Farm and Home 

Center to attend.  She added current disaster costs to date.  She also stated individuals 

may apply for disaster relief as per the flier that will be made available at the Clerk Linda 

Wiltse’s office.  

 

Highway- Bob Collocola-see attached. Bob stated at the intersection of Church Street 

and Franklin Avenue near the Audia building there is a bad light pole and he will have 

Greg Petrone, the Village electrician, to look at it for a short.  They have removed and 

replaced faded signs at the Fire House.  Bob added the sidewalk project will be 

completed on Church Street at the end of September.  There are sections at the Thorne 

Building as well that will be repaired to alleviate tripping hazards.   

 

Trustee Morse stated that on Saturday at Community Day a Rhinebeck Village Board 

member was looking at the conditions of the sidewalks in the Village of Millbrook.  They 

hope to use our sidewalks as an example for their own community.   

 

Bob stated they flushed out the upper catch basins on Alden Place which were full but 

could only flush them out to a point.  At the Church Alliance the storm water pipes take a 

turn onto Reservoir Drive.  He added the problem is the sewer and water lines run into 

the street and the sewer were crushed under the storm drain line.  This has caused a sink 

hole in their driveway.  Friday they will dig this area up and they have been in touch with 

the Church Alliance property manager since it may be their responsibility to make the 

repairs.   

 

The Stanford Road flooding at the dam occurred when the water came over the concrete 

slab.  The Board asked the Village to inquire with an engineer who would look at the 

retaining wall and how to stop water from flowing over it.  It has overflowed 3 times this 

year and 1 time last year.  Dredging the area may be another feasible alternative.  Trustee 

Spagnola stated that engineer Eric Holt’s report may have dredging information in it to 

relieve the pressure on the dam.  

 

Bob stated the Kabota sidewalk tractor trade in value is $4,300 from Reardon Briggs who 

also came in with lowest bid for the same size machine we currently have.  He added that 

after the trade the cost of the new machine is $18,268.  It will take 4 to 6 weeks to get all 

of the equipment in once ordered.  Mayor Hurley stated the Village will issue a statutory 

installment bond for this purchase.  Bob also stated they are offering zero financing and 

he will speak with Pat Flannigan at Reardon Briggs for more details.  They hope the new 

equipment will last approximately 10 years.  

 



Bob request permission to attend the NYCOM conference for public works school in 

October.  Mayor Hurley expressed the importance of education which was discussed and 

she recommended he attend.  The Board of Trustees granted Bob permission to attend the 

conference.  

 

Bob informed the Board that one bid was received to pave Valley Farm Road.  Scott 

Osborne recommended taking care of the manholes on Valley Farm Road and they will 

need these manholes added to the rehabilitation project list.  

 

Police-Officer Justin Scribner see attached. Residents noticed the Police presence during 

the power outage and storms to assist with street lights lacking power according to the 

Mayor. She added her congratulations to the MBA on a successful Community Day 

celebration.   

 

EMT/Police Combined Coverage-Mayor Hurley started to discuss the process of a 

combined EMT and Police coverage as per the see attached.  They will be providing 24 

man hours of coverage per day with a 10 am to 4 pm shift with 2 persons on duty and a 4 

pm to 10 pm shift with 2 persons on duty for the Town of Washington and the Village of 

Millbrook.  The Town of Washington must be on board with this plan in order for it to 

work.  The Mayor asked Rebecca Valk about writing an agreement.  She added the 

Village of Red Hook does contract with the Town of Red Hook for Police coverage and 

they could possibly get in touch with these two municipalities to gather information.  

Discussion continued on the Village providing Police coverage to its residents.  The 

billing portion of this proposal must be researched for ambulance coverage.  It was also 

mentioned that a member of the Fire Dept. cannot fill these positions and they cannot bill 

for the ambulance coverage.  Rebecca stated that if the Village dissolves the Police 

coverage the Village may have to pay Dutchess County to provide Police coverage.   

 

Mayor Hurley asked for Officer Jarrad Witt’s input.  Officer Witt stated there is still a lot 

of research and learning to do.  He added that the Town of Greenburgh has a similar 

setup.  The Mayor asked for a meeting with them to gain information and direction.  She 

asked about leaving the Police car behind when responding to an EMT call.   She also 

inquired about regulations on who may ride in the Police car on a call.  She asked for 

Trustee Cox’s and Officer Scribner’s expertise on these issues. 

 

Trustee Morse asked if they are trying to replace Transcare coverage and improve the 

coverage of the Police Dept.  He added the Town of Washington has 64 miles of roads 

and the Village of Millbrook has 8 miles of roads.  Mayor Hurley stated it is refreshing to 

think outside of the box to provide better health and safety to our residents.  Trustee Cox 

stated he is not an advocate of any program that writes uniform traffic tickets to fund any 

program.  He feels if they look to write tickets that are revenue bearing it is offending to 

the Police integrity.  Rebecca added the intention was to give an average number and this 

then would bring in certain revenues.  Officer Scribner stated the Police Dept. never had 

a quota and they don’t now.  Mayor Hurley suggested they may change the wording in 

proposal.  

 

Dutchess County Legislature Mike Kelsey-Mike stated the main agenda item was Boss 

Haven Farm conservation easement since the time had elapsed and they had to issue an 



extension.  He added the Town of Washington may have to provide funds for this issue.  

A study group out of New Paltz studied jails and issued a report after a short presentation 

at the legislative meeting.  The Industrial Development Agency (IDA) gave updates 

about creating new jobs.  Mayor Hurley asked if there agenda had $15 million for bridges 

and roads in Dutchess County.  Mike responded that if the County floats bonds it will 

keep track of the principle payment staying the same.  Mike added that it is not a new 

bond but they had to amend the bonds due to a law suit.  Mike stated Dutchess County is 

subject to the 2% tax cap.  The Mayor asked if Dutchess County will do a public 

referendum to override the 2% cap and Mike responded that he is not sure.  

 

Elections-Mike stated a letter went out at the end of July from the Commissioner of 

Finance which was an estimated bill for each town’s budget for elections costs.  He added 

that both Election Commissioners must approve these costs and the estimates are not 

accurate.  A number of towns have asked for estimated costs and 3 have already paid.  

Mike stated this may end up in the courts.  Dutchess County’s costs for running elections 

are $500,000.  

 

Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse stated all interest has been posted, bank balances 

and revenue/expense reports have been submitted.  Mayor Hurley authorized a legal 

notice be publicized in the newspaper that the Annual Financial Report (AFR) has been 

filed with the NYS Comptroller’s Office.  Mayor Hurley stated the unreserved fund 

balance which equals the cash in the accounts is A Fund, General Fund $746,511, F 

Fund, Water Fund $332,000 and the G Fund, Sewer Fund $178,000.  She added the water 

and sewer funds do include some receivables.  She asked the Board to consider special 

assessments and long term bonds.  Her main concern is the 2% tax cap which for the 

Village is $17,000.  She also added the oil spill debt may have to be separate from the A 

Fund.  

 

Rebecca stated that Dutchess County can do one blanket letter to move all of the open 

cases from the Village of Millbrook Court to the Town of Washington court system.  She 

added they can encourage civil cases to be filed in the town since they already have 

jurisdiction.  They are working on the question of court possession for items received 

through grant funds.  Mayor Hurley added that items shipped through the grant directly 

from the state must be returned.  The Clerk Linda Wiltse s Office will be closed from 

September 20 to 22 for education at the NYCOM conference in Saratoga Springs, NY.   

 

Building/Zoning-JJ Brownell will begin fire inspections which are required by law.  

Mayor Hurley stated she has received complaints in reference to zoning issues and she 

added the ZBA should address these issues leaving the Village Board to remain neutral.  

Introduce Local Law- Increase Planning Board Size and Set Terms-see attached.  

Mayor Hurley introduced the local law with a motion to increase the membership from 5 

to 7 members and change the terms of the Planning Board members to three years.  

Trustee Morse seconded and all were in favor.  The Board set the public hearing date for 

full month for the next business meeting on October 11.  The Board cannot shorten any 

terms and the current members are holdovers from previous terms. 

 

Resolution of Introduction for Local Law Amendment Regarding Sewer Rent 

Language-The resolution was introduced by the Mayor to amend Chapter 180 “sewer 



and water” to amend section 180-52 “imposition of sewer rents.  Trustee Morse seconded 

and all were in favor.  The Board set a public hearing date for October 11.  Discussion 

was entered into on a minimum charge for water and sewer rates.  Howard Schuman 

questioned the ad valorem wording which means it is based on an assessed value.  

Howard also questioned if not for profits pay into the system such as the sewer benefit 

assessment SBA and he was told yes by the Mayor.  

 

Bennett Unsafe Building-Construction of Fence Updates-Trustee Spagnola made 

arrangements to have the American Fence Company begin this week but Dig Safety was 

not contacted by the vendor or the property owner so this has been done and the fence 

installation will begin Thursday, September 15, 2011 and will be completed next week.  

He added that some signs must be installed.  The NYS Police have signs in reference to 

trespassing we may have access to.  The Village signs will have similar wording.  

Rebecca stated the signs should deem the buildings unsafe and entering the building may 

be dangerous to health and safety.  Once the property is posted and the fence is installed 

then criminal trespassing charges can be made under the law.  Trustee Spagnola stated 3 

gates will be included with locks for emergency and construction vehicles.  Scott 

Osborne has provided Trustee Spagnola with water and sewer line information for the 

installation of the fence and posts.  

 

Trustee Cox asked for a determination about retroactive fines in reference to Bennett 

College violations.  Rebecca stated we have the argument that the property owners have 

not done anything.  She advised they can only go back to August of 2010 when the order 

came down.  Rebecca added that the zoning is a daily violation and the unsafe building is 

a weekly violation for fines.  

 

Bennett Project-Mayor Hurley stated the decision from Judge Wood on the Oakley 

Thorne vs. the Village of Millbrook Planning Board ruled in favor of the petitioner.  She 

added the property owners can challenge this decision.  The order speaks to a procedure.  

The negative declaration must be redone.  Howard asked if fatal flaws must be revisited, 

procedural errors be redone and does the entire process have to be restarted.  Rebecca 

stated she views the SPEDES Permit must be issued to cover the project unless the NYS 

DEC is convinced otherwise.  Howard asked if they must reopen the entire process 

including the public hearings.  Rebecca stated the public hearing on the preliminary plat 

must be done which was not done previously.  Howard added that the negative 

declaration is not valid due to particular points according to the judges ruling.  Rebecca 

added that the Planning Board must be advised in reference to these issues by their 

attorney.   

 

Mayor Hurley referred to page 6 of the decision Planning Board’s refusing to rescind the 

negative declaration if new information is discovered or a significant impact may result.  

They must rescind the negative declaration if new information comes to light.  Rebecca 

also added that the Planning Board must decide with their attorney whether data applies 

from the initial negative declaration determination.   

 

Project Updates/Trustee Comments-Mayor Hurley Thorne Building copy of 

professional service bid from Brian Houston, surveyor, to complete a survey with the cost 



totaling $1,900 for the survey and up to $450 for staking the boundaries including the 

Thorne Building and the band shell property.  

 

Mayor Hurley stated the Boy Scouts must be contacted since there is no heat in the 

Thorne Building and they must be relocated to the Village of Millbrook Hall. 

 

Rebecca is researching the public’s use of municipal buildings and a fee for events held 

in the Village Hall.  

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

September 17, 2011 Orvis Event-Trustee Morse stated they anticipate an influx of 

people into the Village for this event.  Busing will be provided on Saturday and Sunday 

from Orvis to the Village of Millbrook.  The 3,000 to 4,000 visitors may require spill 

over parking into the Village of Millbrook.  Next year they hope to combine events of 

Orvis and Community Day into one weekend.  The MBA are involved in this event and 

the Mayor asked if restaurants were notified.  Trustee Morse responded that he is not 

sure.  

September 22 to 24 Crisp Home Show Band Shell 

September 26, 2011 Monday, Water  Committee 

September 27, 2011 Regular Meeting 

 

Audit of the Bills 

 

Executive Session-Trustee Morse made a motion to enter into executive session at 10:15 

pm for the purpose of discussing attorney/client privilege specifically to discuss the Oil 

Spill.  Trustee seconded. All were in favor. 

 

The Board exited out of executive session at 11:15 pm with a motion made by Trustee 

Morse and seconded by Trustee to audit the bills.  All were in favor.     

 

Adjourned at 11:16 p.m. with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 

seconded by Trustee Whalen.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda T. Wiltse 

Village of Millbrook  

Clerk/Treasurer 


