
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes August 15, 2011 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Cox, Trustee Spagnola, Trustee 
Whalen, Clerk Linda Wiltse and Rebecca Valk Attorney 
 
Department Reports 
 
Fire/Rescue   
Mayor Hurley asked the Town of Washington Board members to come to hear Fire Dept. 
Chief Ted Bownas speak on the future needs for the replacement of fire fighting 
apparatus.  Supervisor Prisco, Council members Bob Audia, Karen Mosca and Steve 
Turlettes were present.  The Chief stated in 2014 they are looking for replacement of the 
large 1996 apparatus and repair costs are becoming quite expensive.  He added it is 
necessary for the tanker truck to be the first on the scene especially for Town of 
Washington fires and not for Village fires since the Village has an established water 
system.  In the past Millbrook has had to call in aerial apparatus from surrounding fire 
departments causing a 15 to 20 minute delay.  This ladder truck apparatus is used for 
elevated water stream-rescue and fighting fires from above.  The Chief added the close 
spacing of the buildings in the Village is of concern in fighting fires without an aerial 
apparatus.   
 
This new apparatus will reduce the response time by 10-15 minutes and lower the ISO 
rating.  Regaining points and lowering the ISO rating will lower the cost of homeowners 
insurance.  Chief Bownas stated the cost of this aerial apparatus is approximately 60-75 
% more than an engine.  $600,000 to $750,000 for a quint since it has an aerial ladder, a 
ground ladder, a pumper, supply hose, aerial device and roof ladders.  The Fire Dept. is 
looking to purchase this apparatus in 2 years.  Town of Washington Council member, 
Bob Audia, asked if the old truck would be traded in.  The Chief answered that the last 2 
trucks were sold, one was traded in and one was sold.  They were built on a commercial 
chassis which is not as desirable as a custom chassis.  He added it is worth no more than 
$50,000.  The old tanker was turned over to the Town of Washington.  Mayor Hurley 
stated the Village and the Town of Washington cannot raise taxes more than 2% due to 
the new law passed by NYS.  That means a tax cap of $17,000 for the Village and 
$39,000 for the Town of Washington as a tax cap.  She added NYS limits the Village to 
$60,000 for capital reserves which is a budget constraint.  
 
The Chief wants a committee and needs to charge them with the direction for this task.  A 
custom truck can be made to fit in the fire house but it is very expensive.  It cost the 
Village of Fishkill an extra $75,000 – $80,000 in 1997.  The trade off is less water and 
shorter ladders according to Chief Bownas.  They can alter the fire house by extending 



the front entrance onto the concrete apron which is now 37 feet long.  They can come out 
10-15 feet and they would like to make a 50 foot bay.  This would leave a 12-14 foot 
apron not affecting the ability of the fire trucks to come out.  The Chief added they are 
recommending extending all 4 bays at one time.  The fire house built in 1965.  They can 
also build an addition from the kitchen area and build one or more bays.  The down side 
is they will loose the parking lot.  Altering this location will cause fire trucks to exit from 
3 different locations onto public streets.  The less expensive option is to bump out the 
bays.  Chief Bownas added they may have to lower the floors in each bay.   
 
The Chief stated donations would be the key.  Chief Bownas does recommend using a 
commercial chassis since the weight, the breaks and springs are not sufficient.  Mayor 
Hurley stated at the County Supervisor and Mayor’s meeting other supervisors and 
mayors spoke on their unhappiness of having their aerial apparatus providing mutual aid 
and causing wear and tear on their equipment.   
 
Trustee Morse stated the ISO (insurance services organizations) rating improvement will 
result in a cost difference.  ISO uses a list of criteria of how they the rate for each fire 
department district.  The committee to be formed will take about 2 years to compile this 
data and conduct a fact finding mission.  Supervisor Prisco stated this is extremely 
important to talk about this at this early of a stage.  Chief Bownas stated he will submit a 
fund raising letter of information to the residents in the Town of Washington explaining 
their goals and shortfalls which will be done only in the years of purchases.  They must 
rely much more heavily on donations since municipalities contributions are limited by 
law.  The fire department is planning on a design that is of service to the community and 
other municipalities have viewed our equipment for their future purchases.  Mayor 
Hurley asked for the Town board and Village board input.   
 
LOSAP-Mayor Hurley stated currently we contribute $360 for each member annually to 
the LOSAP program.  Currently we have 36 members that meet the standards.  They are 
looking to increase the contributions to $500 for each eligible volunteer which must go to 
the voters.  Supervisor Prisco stated she feels this is a great idea but she questioned the 
budget issues.  There is a $5,000 minimum per year increase.    
 
Dutchess County Updates-Mike Kelsey-Legislature-The 2% tax cap is affecting the 
county level in particular the county jail.  They have created a committee looking at the 
jail population and capacity.  Mike stated 200 people were housed out which is a record 
high in July.  The costs of housing out are only increasing.  The committee will be 
looking at alternatives to incarceration since reports state they need more funding and 
prevention rather than more jail time.  The county will still have to look at expansion 
even if they use the Hudson Valley Psychiatric Center since it can house 125 individuals.  
Trustee Morse stated a misdemeanor could serve up to one year in the county jail system.  
Others would serve in the state system.  Trustee Whalen asked why parole violators from 
NYS facilities are first sent to the Dutchess County jail.  Mike added the committee will 
look at court room being built on site.  A video conference to the court room would cut 
down on transportation costs.  Discussion continued on alternatives to incarceration.  
 



The County is purchasing vehicle with a $700,000 bond to retire some vehicles and 
replace others which equals about 4% of 350 vehicles due to age, condition and mileage. 
 
Mike stated the legislature did not pass the local law on funeral protests.  Many states 
have passed laws providing a buffer zone around funeral homes and cemeteries.  The 
proposed law did not specify what danger they were trying to prevent and the law’s 
sponsor would not consider amendments.  
 
Mike stated the Commissioner of Mental Hygiene informed the legislature suicides are 
up and Dutchess County reached a record high of 141 in 2010.  In 1985 to 2005 they 
were decreasing.  He requested everyone keep eye out for those in need of help.  
 
Water/Sewer-Mayor Hurley-see attached. A part was fabricated to see if the new 
blowers will be adequate.      
 
Highway- Bob Collocola-see attached. They pulled bushes from the tennis court area.  
The Millbrook Central School trimmed the bushes near the tennis parking lot.  They 
assisted VRI in replacing the water valve at Reardon Briggs Hardware.  The department 
used the Town of Washington tank truck to clear 3 driveway culverts (pipes running 
under driveways).  All equipment was serviced.  Catch basins were rebuilt on Front 
Street, Fountain Place and two at the NYS triangle.  Some curbs were rebuilt and the 
safety areas were repainted on the curbs.  They replaced broken windows on the Highway 
garage doors.  The branches in front of street signs were trimmed.  They have continued 
to change out street signs on Alden Place and Franklin Avenue with high intensity signs.  
Bob asked for permission to remove the no parking signs in front of the fire house in the 
red areas.  Bob added there is a no outlet sign on Dineen Street he would like to remove 
and not replace.   
 
The paving will take place on Front Street and Fountain Place if the weather permits on 
Wednesday into Thursday.  Earlier in August, after the milling was complete, the Village 
Highway department cut around all the catch basins and manhole covers to allow for 
easier plowing.  Easy Street did a final sweep today of the Village streets since they can 
remove all of the loose gravel.   
 
The street light tops have been received and the poles are coming from another vendor 
who will ship them shortly.  Bob stated the Village has 2 diesel tanks (300 gallons & 500 
gallons) since in the past they had 2 types of diesel fuel.  Bob requested permission to 
remove the 300 gallon tank which cannot be locked.  
 
Bob discussed the brush notices for next year and if the Board would consider a fee for 
putting out brush after the designated dates.  Mayor Hurley asked for a list of areas where 
the brush is put out.  Officer Scribner recommended changing the months the service is 
provided.  
 
Bob stated they have received complaints in reference to dead trees.  He added it is about 
$3,000 worth of work.  Mayor Hurley added there is $4,300 left in the line this year and 



unless the Village receives a donation they can replant.  Bob stated the trees he has in 
mind will not require replanting.  The Board agreed to remove the dead trees in one day’s 
worth of work.  Mayor Hurley asked Bob to touch base with Earl Meyer, the Shade Tree 
Commissioner, to inform him of the trees coming down.   
 
Bob asked the Board about keeping the old sidewalk machine.  The Board responded 
they are not married to keeping the old sidewalk machine.  The Mayor asked for the trade 
in allowance and Bob responded it is about $5,000.  He added in the September meeting 
he will bring in the bids which are $17,000 and $19,000.  The $17,000 bidder does not 
want the trade in.  Two other vendors contacted feel the Village may be dedicated to the 
local vendor and declined to submit a bid.  
 
Police-Officer Justin Scribner see attached. Mayor Hurley and Officer Scribner have 
spoke about updating the schedule.  They are looking at the staff and having officers 
available when the Village needs them.  The Board asked Officer Scribner to get the 
numbers on portable video cameras.  Trustee Cox asked for what purpose are video 
cameras being considered.  Mayor Hurley responded there are areas with certain 
problems.   
 
Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse stated all interest has been posted, bank balances 
and revenue/expense reports have been submitted.  The County Sales Tax for the second 
quarter of 2011 has been submitted and is in line with expected revenues.  The Village is 
in receipt of a $144,697.40 reimbursement check for the Shared Services Grant.     
 
Building/Zoning-Kenneth McLaughlin stated he has major projects to develop a records 
management system, maintain accurate records, other project policies and procedures on 
the interaction of the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He also stated 
the Village has not received a facts and findings in relation to the Cottage Salon/Gross’s.  
Ken has asked Rebecca if the ZBA never files the order and decision then the clock never 
begins for the ability to file an Article 78.  
 
Bennett Complex Update-Fencing Bids-Rebecca Valk stated Veneziano & Associates 
has made a motion for the defendant to dismiss the developer since in theory they do not 
own the property.  She added the contract does not transfer maintenance to them and they 
have filed a cross claim against Bennett Acquisitions, the property owner.  Rebecca 
stated the developer’s cooperation is needed since they must apply for demolition 
permits.  Rebecca has filed the Village’s position.  Bennett Acquisitions has not appeared 
in court and they are in violation.  Trustee Spagnola has contacted American Fence who 
can install the fence around the former Bennett College beginning September 1st.  He 
added he does not feel they will get any vendor sooner.  Mayor Hurley read the resolution 
to approve American Fence to install the fence.  Trustee Morse made a motion to accept 
and Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
Project Updates/Trustee Comments-Mayor Hurley stated the NYCOM Conference is 
being held the week of September 19th and the Board encourages continuing education.  
The Mayor asked for approval for herself, Linda Wiltse and Sarah Witt to attend.  Trustee 



Morse made a motion to approve their attendance.  Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were 
in favor.  
 
Water Committee-Trustee Morse stated he met on August 29th with Russell Urban 
Mead to discuss an emergency preparation plan.  This initial meeting was held with Ken 
Sabia of VRI at the waste water treatment facility.  VRI has stated they will look into 
communication, written procedures and protocols, staffing and vendor availability.  This 
information will be an annex to the Emergency Preparedness Plan already in place.  
 
Correspondence-Mayor Hurley stated Cablevision will go completely digital by 
December 16th.  Analog television customers will have access to digital boxes in order to 
continue to receive services.   
 
Bob stated Millbrook Central School has repaved at the end of Alden Place and Elm 
Drives rear access for buses and they replaced old clay pipes with plastic pipes for storm 
water.  
 
Public Participation-Jesse, from the Millbrook Independent, asked Rebecca about a 
cross claim in reference to the former Bennett College.  Rebecca stated the Village sued 4 
defendants and one has filed a claim against another defendant.  She added this has no 
meaning to the Village.  Rebecca stated she feels their presence is still necessary since the 
demolition permits must be applied for by the developer.  They are the applicant of 
record to the Planning Board.  
 
Howard Schuman asked where is Mr. Blumenthal who is a partner in Blumenthal 
Brickman, the developer.  Bruce Brickman is in contract with Bennett Acquisitions to 
buy the property.  Jesse asked if a motion for dismissal is denied what Mr. Brickman will 
be liable for.  Jesse asked Trustee Spagnola how long the construction of the fence will 
take and he responded it will take about a week to 10 working days.  He added the 
preparation work as far as utilities will have to be done.  Andrew Ciferri asked if 
discussions on elections took place and the Mayor answered no.    
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember 

August 23, 2011 Regular meeting executive session, meeting to discuss the 
Collomelo proposal in reference to the Oil Spill  

 September 5, 2011 Office Closed Labor Day 
 September 10, 2011 Community Day 
 September 13, 2011 Regular Meeting  
 
Executive Session-Trustee Morse made a motion to enter into executive session at 9:33 
pm for the purpose of discussing attorney/client privilege specifically to discuss the Tri-
state Environmental.  Trustee Whalen seconded. All were in favor. 
 
The Board exited out of executive session at 10:00 pm with a motion made by Trustee 
Morse and seconded by Trustee Whalen to audit the bills.  All were in favor.  The Board 



agreed to settle with Tri-state Environmental for $126,000 based upon an agreement with 
special council for the Village, Anderson Kill Olik.   
 
Executive Session- Trustee Morse made a motion to enter into executive session at 11:15 
pm for the purpose of discussing attorney/client privilege specifically to discuss the 
Thorne Building and the ZBA determination. Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were in 
favor.  
 
The Board exited out of executive session at 12:00 pm motion made by Trustee Morse 
and seconded by Trustee Whalen.  All were in favor. 
 
Adjourned at 12:00 p.m. with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Whalen.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 


