
Village of Millbrook 

Board of Trustees 

Minutes July 26, 2011 

 

Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 

 

In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Cox, Trustee Spagnola, Clerk 

Linda Wiltse and Rebecca Valk Attorney 

 

Bennett Complex Update-Mayor Hurley stated an amended order to show cause and a 

temporary restraining order has been issued until a fence is installed by the property 

owner.  The Village is asking for a July 29, 2011 completion date and the court agreed to 

this request.  If the property owner is a no show on August 9, 2011 the Judge will hear 

oral arguments.  It is the Village’s intention to put a fence up and all these steps are to 

protect the Village taxpayer.  Rebecca stated there is no appearance yet but if no action is 

taken by the property owner she will ask the Judge to request an appearance.  The 

construction of a fence must be complete by Friday July 29, 2011.  The Judge signed this 

order on Tuesday July 19, 2011 and it was immediately served upon both corporations 

the developer and the property owner.  The Village is ready to put up the fence if they 

must.  Mayor Hurley asked the Board if they need to meet before August 15, 2011 and if 

a special meeting is required they can schedule one. 

 

Amended Order for Construction Date 

Fencing-Trustee Spagnola has contacted the companies to reaffirm the costs of the gates 

specifically.  He added there are hardly any discrepancies and the cost differentials are 

based on the bids.  

 

Resignation-Camille Prehatney-Camille has submitted here retirement documents and a 

formal letter of resignation.  Her last day of work will be July 29, 2011 and her official 

date of retirement will be August 24, 2011.  Mayor Hurley made a motion to accept 

Camille’s letter of resignation and Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor. 

 

Employee Search-Mayor Hurley stated 24 resumes were received from all over 

Dutchess County for Deputy Village Clerk.  The Village is focusing on Town of 

Washington and Village of Millbrook residents and they hope to have the position filled 

soon. 

 

Dutchess County Contract Extension-The extension of the existing contract for water 

and sewer services at the former D.C. Infirmary site was read by the Mayor as per the 

attached document.  This extends the 1991 contract that was to terminate on 9/13/2011 

for a 6 month period of time.  Mayor Hurley asked for Boards authority to sign this 

extension.  Trustee Morse made a motion to authorize the Mayor’s signature to extend 

the contract.  Trustee Cox seconded and all were in favor.  

 



DC Community Development Block Grant-Discussion was limited to the focus of the 

grant application on affordable housing this year.  

Program ideas-VFW handicap ramp-Mayor Hurley stated she would like to solicit 

bids for a handicap ramp in preparation for a grant application to be considered. 

 

Third Party Inspections, Inc-request to perform electrical inspections in the Village 

of Millbrook-Third Party Inspections, Inc. has requested from the Building Inspector 

Ken McLaughlin for approval.  Mayor Hurley recommended adding this company to the 

list of approved electrical inspectors for the Village.  Trustee Cox asked if Ken is 

comfortable and recommends this company.  The Mayor made a motion to approve and 

Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor. 

 

Residents Concerns 

Village Hall Rental Policies-Mayor Hurley read a letter submitted by Karen Weis, the 

owner of Millbrook Fitness.  In the letter, she asked the Board to reconsider the general 

rental policies since the rent is very low.  Mayor Hurley added they will reevaluate and 

revisit this topic in September.  Mayor Hurley also asked the Board to think about how to 

address respond to this correspondence.  Trustee Cox stated his primary concern is the 

legality and he asked if Rebecca has weighed in on this topic.  Trustee Morse added the 

cost is equal to what other municipalities are receiving.  The Board acknowledges her 

concerns and will respond to her letter. 

 

NYS Route 343-Services-Residents living along NYS Route 343 do not receive any 

Village services other than police, fire and ambulance services.  They may be looking for 

the ability to connect to the water and/or sewer systems in the future.  A resident stated 

she is hoping to have well pump and/or septic pumping services reinstated.  Another 

suggestion was to have the Village test wells for residents.  Trustee Cox stated he does 

not understanding the purpose of having wells tested at the Village’s expense.  The Board 

has spoken about a new water tower which could provide water to the entire Village.    

 

Nine Partners Lane-fencing/speeding-Trustee Cox stated a line down the middle of the 

road may get residents angry from his experience.  He would like to see enforcement and 

speeders should be held accountable.  The Village Board, in conjunction with the Police 

Dept., will focus on speeding.  Delivery trucks mark the road and luckily the road surface 

is forgiving.  The biggest issue is a deer fence around a property on Nine Partners Lane.  

The code states fences cannot be greater than 6 feet tall.  Ken McLaughlin has been in 

contact with the property owners.  Twin Brooks also has a deer fence to protect their 

nursery supplies.  Ken stated there may be a total of 5 to 7 such sized fences in violation 

of the Village code.  

 

Parking-Franklin Avenue-Business owners have expressed concerns over 2 hour 

parking violations and they have asked for the Village’s assistance in rectifying this 

situation. 

 

Public Participation-Bob Kozlark, a Bennett common resident, expressed concerns over 

the water line going directly through the Bennett property.  The Board assured him that 



all lines will be marked prior to the fence installation.  Jesse Ordansky from the 

Millbrook Independent asked for a copy of the signed change order.  Rebecca responded 

she will email it to the Clerk Linda Wiltse and she will forward the document on to Jesse.  

 

MVP Rate Notification-13% increase requested for 2012-Mayor Hurley stated MVP 

has petitioned NYS for a 13% increase for 2012. 

 

Parking Fees-The Mayor stated the Village code addresses fines very generally and she 

wants to make it as simple as possible for future modifications.  Rebecca stated they must 

do through the local law process for penalties after convictions.  Fire hydrants would 

have a higher fine which is allowed.  Rebecca read as submitted a draft.  The Village 

Board has the authority to increase the fines in a catchall paragraph.  Trustee Cox 

commented that he has no problem with specific violations being spelled out in the code 

but he asked if it is necessary.  The default paragraph is similar to the Town of 

Poughkeepsie.  Trustee Cox stated the Town of Poughkeepsie traffic tickets state a 

specific amount and the infraction and corresponding fee are marked on the ticket.  

Rebecca stated she is confused as to how justices will not have control over fines.  Mayor 

Hurley stated she would like to be as specific as possible due to the court change over to 

the Town of Washington at the end of the year.  The Mayor asked for answers to these 

questions and the Board will continue to reassess this law.  

 

Linda Wiltse 

Budget Adjustments-Clerk Linda Wiltse read a resolution to amend the budget to cover 

the cost of the Length of Service Program (LOSAP) due to the billing not received until 

July 13, 2011 when the 2011 budget had been closed.  $12,960 was approved to be 

moved from the 2011 budget to the 2012 budget year with a motion made by Mayor 

Hurley.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor. 

 

Clerk Linda Wiltse read a resolution to enable a budget adjustment to cover the cost of 

the disability insurance payment on all Village employees.  Mayor Hurley made a motion 

to debit the contingency line in the A fund by $270.20 and credit disability insurance line 

by the same.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor. 

 

Clerk Linda Wiltse read a resolution to enable budget adjustment to cover the cost of the 

interest payment on the de-chlorination BAN with a debit of the capital projects line in 

the G fund and crediting the interest payment de-chlorination project BAN for $2,839.73.   

 

BAN renewal-The Board of Trustees considered bids for the renewal of a $300,000 BAN 

taken out in 2010 for Oil Remediation.  The Bank of Millbrook submitted a bid for an 

interest rate of 1.15%, Salisbury Bank submitted a bid for an interest rate of 1.2% and 

M&T Bank declined to submit a bid for this renewal.  Mayor Hurley recommended the 

Bank of Millbrook interest rate as the lowest bidder and Trustee Morse seconded.  All 

were in favor. 

 

Project Updates/Trustee Comments-Trustee Morse stated the Highway Dept. has a 

new door on the garage.  Two storm drains were replaced.  Darrin Buonocore, the new 



employee, is working well with the Highway team.  Mayor Hurley stated the triangle 

from Franklin Avenue to Washington Street, the Fire Dept. upper parking lot and 

Fountain Place will all be milled and 2 inches of blacktop product will be put in place.   

Trustee Morse stated the Water Committee has conducted the third of 3 meetings 

yesterday.  They have focused on NYS laws and their impact on the Village’s water 

source.  The second meeting focused on local laws to protect the Village’s water source. 

The August meeting will focus on emergency preparedness in relation to the Village’s 

water source.  New factors not covered by the 1992 NYS law such as streams and 

wetlands should be considered in the new local law.  The 1992 law focuses on quality not 

on quantity.  NYS is not willing to write a new law so a local law may be needed.  This 

new local law would have to be an inter-municipal agreement with the Town of 

Washington.  Trustee Morse referred to the Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan 

meeting which took place immediately following the Water Committee meeting.  He 

added the focus was on water and the environment.  They may have a joint meeting in 

September or October to discuss these issues and concerns. 

 

Mayor Hurley attended a mediation session with Rebecca and Tri-state Environmental.  

They could not come to an agreement and the Village is looking to meet again soon.  A 

Chazen Companies representative will be attending this next meeting. 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

August 15
th

-Regular Meeting will be the only meeting in August for the Village Board  

 

General Correspondence 

 

Audit of bills 

 

Executive Session-Trustee Spagnola made a motion to enter into executive session at 

8:36 pm for the purpose of discussing the Building Inspector Action Plan.  This motion 

was seconded by Trustee Cox and all were in favor. 

 

Trustee Morse made a motion to exit out of executive session and was seconded by 

Trustee Cox at 9:30 p.m.  All were in favor. 

 

Adjourned at 9:30 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Spagnola.  The motion was 

seconded by Trustee Morse.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda T. Wiltse 

Village of Millbrook  

Clerk/Treasurer 


