
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes July 12, 2011 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Cox, Trustee Spagnola, Trustee 
Whalen, Clerk Linda Wiltse and Rebecca Valk Attorney 
 
Department Reports 
 
Water/Sewer-Scott Osborne-see attached.    
Meter reader-Scott informed the Board two pieces of equipment won’t communicate 
with each other and the device won’t take readings to be input into the computer.  He 
added the cable may be able to be fixed but this is only a temporary solution.  Scott 
explained how reading meters by hand works and then the information is input manually 
into the device.  The Mayor stated the Village budgeted $15,000 for software but if a 
meter reader becomes a priority they will reevaluate.   
 
The blowers have to be retrofitted at a minimum to get to the maximum output for each 
according to Ken Sabia.  He is trying to calculate the flow into the basin.  VRI fears 600 
won’t be enough if the flow gets to 250,000 gallons per day so the engineer is looking at 
the situation.  Ken added the problem is the blowers have to be taken out and sent back to 
the manufacturer in Texas one at a time to be retrofit.  Trustee Spagnola asked if any 
problems have to do with the old piping system that supplies air to the blowers.  Ken 
responded the system is running at a good pressure with the 6 inch pipe.   
 
Trustee Spagnola stated he looked at the water works with Eric Holt a physical engineer.  
They realized the Village has no emergency backup system. See attached.  The Village is 
looking for a short term emergency system.  Trustee Spagnola is also concerned for the 
water pumps.  Eric will work with the NYS DEC and the NYS Health Dept. to install 
pipes to access a tanker truck and/or alternate water source.  Eric will do the engineering 
for $2,500.  Mayor Hurley recommended the Board accept Eric Holt’s proposal and she 
made a motion to accept.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
Mayor Hurley asked what changes are anticipated for the SPEDES permit since the NYS 
Water Environmental Association will be overseeing plant managers and making sure 
they are certified.  Ken responded he expects no changes since this change only affects 
certification for plant operators.  Mayor Hurley stated she is in contact with Vajay at the 
NYS DEC and the proposed changes for the de-chlorination project at the waste water 
treatment plant.  
 
Fire/Rescue Matt Rochfort/Ted Bownas were unable to attend.  The Mayor commended 
them on a successful carnival and parade. 



Highway- Bob Collocola-see attached. Bob stated the new overhead door with a man 
door will be installed soon. 
 
Paving Bid-Front St./Fountain Place-Bob stated Franklin Avenue is NYS responsibility 
such as the storm drain at the triangle.  He added they can work around the issue when 
the paving project begins in a few weeks.  The paving project begins at the triangle and 
goes up to Washington Avenue and on to the upper parking lot at the Fire House.  The 
road base is good according to Bob.  $12,000 will cover the cost of their work at 
Peckham plus the cost of material which is blacktop.  Fountain Place will be done as 
well.  The first week of August is when the paving will begin so the paving project is 
completed before school begins in the fall.   
 
Speeding/Truck Traffic-Speeding on Nine Partners Lane is a concern of residents who 
inquired about speed bumps being installed to control this issue.  Trustee Cox stated NYS 
does not allow speed bumps to be installed on public roads.  Trustee Morse added a local 
government may be liable for injuries caused by speed bumps.  Trustee Cox stated it is 
his opinion but he is not an advocate of one time concentrated police enforcement and he 
prefers consistent and constant enforcement.  He added that there are traffic calming 
devices but speed bumps are not one of them.  He gave narrowing roads or painting a 
solid yellow line down the middle of the road as examples.  Mayor Hurley added that 
Nine Partners Lane is part of the regular Police patrol and when the road was newly 
paved and speeders were stopped most were local residents who complained the Village 
was trying to make money.  Bob stated in reference to truck traffic he never sees any over 
the road trucks.  Officer Scribner added the Police Dept will do their best to monitor 
traffic on Nine Partners Lane.  Trustee Morse asked about signs prohibiting through truck 
traffic.  Trustee Cox responded the Village cannot exclude anyone without due cause and 
Rebecca added the Village cannot close roads to the public whether local residents or not. 
 
Appointment of Darrin Buonocore-Mayor Hurley stated it is necessary to acknowledge 
the employment of Darrin on July 18, 2011 as a Dept of Public Works Laborer.  
 
Police-Officer Justin Scribner see attached. Officer Scribner stated several people were 
upset about being asked to leave Nine Partners Cemetery during the fireworks display.  
He was informed the parking fines have not been changed into law yet.  Officer Scribner 
informed the Board his other work schedule has been changed and he will not be able to 
attend regular monthly meetings.  
 
Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse stated all interest has been posted and bank 
balances have been submitted.  Clerk Linda Wiltse stated the Bank of Millbrook 
submitted a bid for 1.15%, Salisbury Bank submitted a bid for 1.2% and M&T Bank 
declined to submit a bid.  Mayor Hurley made a motion to accept a BAN with 1.15% non 
callable from the Bank of Millbrook.  Trustee Morse seconded.  Trustee Spagnola was 
not in favor.  Mayor Hurley made a motion to accept the minutes dated May 31, 2011.  
Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor.    
 



County Legislator Michael Kelsey-5 bonds amounting to $13 million were approved.  
$4 million was to build a medical examiners office since the current conditions are 
inadequate at Vassar Brothers Hospital.  Mike stated that last year the County had 700 
investigations and Vassar wants the space where now the County has to pay rent.  This 
passed with 18 votes.  The new location is at 170 Washington Street in Poughkeepsie will 
be purchased.  
 
Highways, bridges, trucks and equipment all passed unanimously.  Upgrades to County 
parks such as erosion work along the shoreline at Quiet Cove in Poughkeepsie.  $3 
million went to the Sheriff’s Dept. for housing out inmates.  Mike stated 193 inmates 
were housed out in surrounding counties since there was no space in the Dutchess County 
Jail.  A feasibility study will be voted on soon for providing jail space for inmates from 
other states.    
 
The County Legislature has passed the budget for the Ducthess Community College and 
the County’s share did not go up.  The Legislature has also approved and extended the 
contract with the Village of Millbrook for sewer and water for the Eastern Dutchess 
County Government Center.    
 
Mayor Hurley inquired about passing election costs on to local municipalities.  Mike 
responded it was DOA.  He added the Commissioners of Elections have not confirmed 
numbers as to the cost per municipality.  The County will probably not enforce and no 
revenue is expected this year from elections.  
 
Mike asked about a community garden to be located at the Dutchess County Eastern 
Government Center and the Mayor stated she has letter half written and will be in touch.  
 
Bennett Complex Update-Fencing Bids-Mayor Hurley stated oral arguments were 
heard in court today.  The Village has filed an injunction and a motion for preliminary 
injunction for immediate action for installing a fence and part of this motion was a 
restraining motion.  Mark Miller, attorney for the developer, was present.  The Judge 
seems inclined to grant against Bennett Acquisitions LLC, the property owner.  The 
Village will know more tomorrow from the Judge.   
 
Mayor Hurley stated Bennett will be required to install a fence.  If they don’t then the 
Village will file an injunction and Bennett will rack up liens.  The Village is looking for a 
temporary restraining order until the fence is installed.  Rebecca stated she anticipates the 
Judge giving them a timeline.  She added there is not a lot standing in their way in open 
discussions but money is an issue for the developer.   
 
Mayor Hurley stated it was brought up in court by the opposing attorney that the Village 
has allowed this violation and unsafe condition to occur and the Village has gathered bids 
for putting up a fence from 3 companies.  A-One Fence bid was $35,000.  Trustee 
Spagnola has walked the properties with all 3 of the companies submitting bids.  He 
stated the sizes of the fence and posts required were communicated to all 3 companies.  
The Village is looking to keep the fence back from the buildings in case demolition 



occurs.  Trustee Spagnola asked the Board to let him contact the 3 companies to make 
sure the linear footage is the same on each bid. He added that all companies bid 3 gates. 
   
Mayor Hurley stated that if indeed the property owner fails to construct a fence the 
Village will be ready to go.  Rebecca stated it is her experience that the Village has met 
their own statutory requirements.  The Mayor asked how long the Village has to wait for 
the property owner to respond and Rebecca responded that approximately 2 weeks.  She 
will write a letter to the Judge and then the Village can apply $250 fines daily against the 
property.  Mayor Hurley also asked if the Village can retroactively charge from the date 
of the Unsafe Building law determination.  An argument can be made since neither the 
property owner nor the developer has applied for any applications or permits.   
 
The Mayor asked how proceedings are affected since the property is owned by a 
corporation.  Rebecca responded that LLCs limit the liability of the persons involved.  
She added that he ability to enforce is limited to the extent they have interest in the 
property in the Village.  Forcing them into bankruptcy may be an outcome.  The Mayor 
asked for the Board’s support to contact the County if the liens and fines add up to 
determine what is the next step.  The County should be able to meet with the Village 
Mayor and attorney.  She added the Village will continue to pursue this.  Trustee 
Spagnola was given permission to contact the 3 fencing vendors to make sure the Village 
can compare apples to apples.  
 
Howard Schuman asked if the liability is higher than the assets does Village get the 
property.  The Mayor and Rebecca will meet with the County to find out the answer.   
 
Continuation Public Hearing Local Law Increasing size of Planning Board-The 
Board had some concerns two weeks ago about the proposed 7 year terms.  The Mayor 
has presented to the Board a 3 year terms proposal.  Trustee Cox stated the shorter terms 
are easier to deal with since 7 years is a long time.  Andrew Ciferri asked if all of the 
current Planning Board members have been appointed and the Mayor responded no, all 5 
members are up for reappointment.  Trustee Cox made a motion to close the existing 
public hearing and Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor.  No action will be taken 
at this time since the nature of the public hearing has changed and a new public hearing 
will be posted in the newspaper and opened at the next Board meeting.  Rebecca stated 
there is a good balance between the concerns of the Planning Board members not 
performing their required functions or a long term to consider serving.    
 
Project Updates/Trustee Comments- 
Buildings/Grounds-Trustee Spagnola stated a new door was installed on the Village 
Hall.  He added that the Village is looking at the east side of the Village Hall to install a 
parking lot to get cars off the street for Village meetings, court and Town of Washington 
Recreation events.  The Village is considering 24 spaces with 2 being designated as 
handicap spaces.  The Board anticipates a drawing and a proposal being submitted.  In 
reference to the west side of the Village Hall, the testing on the wells is ongoing so the 
Village cannot bring in fill to finish the project.   
 



The Rotary Club, who plans New Years Eve Millbrook, are aware that the Thorne 
Building will not be available this year and they are working on borrowing mats for the 
Village Hall gymnasium floor protection.   
 
Water Committee-Trustee Morse stated they have not met since the last Board meeting 
and they will meet at 4:30 on July 25, 2011. 
 
Emergency Preparedness-Mike Murphy chairperson stated he feels very close to 
completing the plan and memorandums of understanding can be added as needed.  This 
will require a local law on the Town of Washington and the Village’s part.    
 
Hazard Mitigation-The NYS and the Dutchess County Emergency Response has put on 
a seminar at the Farm and Home Center.  They are looking for a hazard mitigation plan 
which is a detailed look at a municipality’s hazards.  This plan is costly and if the Village 
creates a plan and they do not do the work on these hazards is the Village liable.  They 
told the Mayor no but they will look into it more.  The best action is to step back and 
identify the main hazards the Town of Washington and the Village has.  The Mayor 
stated the list may be short such as drainage issues but we will be looking into some of 
these issues.  This does not deal with snow.  It only makes sense to solve problems before 
the Village has costly cleanups.  
 
Public Participation-Jesse Ordansky from the Millbrook Independent asked about the 
other bids for the fence of $15,000 and $11,000.  Trustee Spagnola stated the $15,000 bid 
did not provide details enough to be considered further.  Andrew Ciferri inquired on an 
update on the Thorne Building.  Mayor Hurley stated there is no new action outside of 
the Village filing an appeal on Judge Aubin’s decision.  She added there are two paths the 
Village Board is exploring to vacate the lease.  Andrew asked if Fountain Place would be 
ground down and repaved.  Mayor Hurley stated they will check the drainage and the wet 
area.  Andrew asked the Village to look at the tree on Bert Velletri’s property and the tree 
and limbs on NYS Route 44 between Front Street and Valley Farm Road on the south 
side of road.  Andrew asked if the new front door on the Village Hall meets building code 
requirements since it does not have any glass in it.  Andrew stated that back in September 
and October the rooster on Alden Place made noise all day long and the dumpster for the 
restaurant on Alden Place was noisy when it was being emptied.  The Mayor assured him 
that the Village is actively pursuing both of these issues.  
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 July 25th-Water Committee 
 July 26th-Regular Meeting 
 
Audit of bills 
 
Executive Session-Trustee Morse made a motion to enter into executive session at 9:25 
pm for the purpose of discussing attorney/client privilege specifically to discuss the Tri-
state Environmental and personnel issues.  Trustee Whalen seconded. All were in favor. 
 



Adjourned at 11:00 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Whalen.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 


