
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes June 14, 2011 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Cox, Trustee Spagnola, Trustee 
Whalen, Clerk Linda Wiltse and Rebecca Valk Attorney 
 
Shared Services Grant-Steve Lynch of RS lynch & Co and Kayal Conklin of VRI.  
Steve stated task 1 is the actual capital improvements completed by Lash Contracting.  
Task 4 looks at the current water/sewer rates and compares them to other municipalities 
in Dutchess County.  Maintenance of the current water/sewer system was looked at and 
rates for the future.  They came up with recommended rates and keeping what they 
currently have in working order and a broader final report looks at various improvements 
and expansions.  They looked at 5 of these and the Village will be armed from an 
operating point of view and installation as well as expansion to Nine Partners Lane, 
Bennett College, Rodrigo Knolls and the Dutchess County infirmary.   
 
Mayor Hurley stated the Town of Washington comprehensive plan, the Town of 
Washington board and the Village Board will receive final presentation from VRI and R. 
S. Lynch & Co so only one informative session is required.  Task 4 looked at rates and 
the cost of these improvements.  Task 2 looks at design and bringing on Bennett College 
to the water and sewer systems.  Task 5 is the legal work and a meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday.  They have also looked at the current Dutchess County contract and the 
Village will be armed with the appropriate information for this expiring contract at the 
former infirmary.  
 
Water/sewer comprehensive plan for the Village and the Town of Washington will 
highlight and included information from each report as it relates to sewer and water.  
 
Task 6 is the asset management portion of the grant as presented by Kayal Conklin of 
VRI.  MIMS-Millbrook Information Management System covers equipment for example 
the sludge drying beds.  Assets can be edited as these assets are upgraded.  Kayal added 
the current data is found under in service and items needing replacing are broken up into 
a 5 year plan and then coded as to the condition as well as color coded for the mapping 
system.  Kayal gave a presentation on how to manipulate the asset information for reports 
and mapping as well as different maps the Village has access to on line.  He added they 
can make notes on manhole locations for example.  
 
Mayor Hurley recommended going with joint a meeting with the Town of Washington 
Board, the Town of Washington comprehensive plan committee and the Village Board 
for the next presentation.  She added the Village still has $49,000 for replacement of 250 
feet on Maple Avenue due to a sag in the sewer line and Scott stated there is a water main 



next to it and he recommends putting in valves costing about $19,500.  Steve informed 
the Board that NYS stated the Village can look at other bidders since Lash Contracting 
does not do this type of work any longer.  Scott added another option is to line more 
sewer pipes.  Scott also added that in this year’s budget they can camera more lines and 
see where the need is.  He questioned if the Village can do some of the work and the 
Mayor responded yes the Village can do some of the work to save money.  Trustee Cox 
summarize that the Village lined 20% of the sewer mains and they have camera an 
additional portion perhaps as much as 40%. 
 
Bennett Unsafe Building Status-Mayor Hurley informed those in attendance of a 
situation that developed this Sunday morning when a large dormer on the right hand side 
of the building and crashed leaving a gaping hole.  The structure was compromised and 
additional breaking has occurred.  Ken McLaughlin, the Village Building Inspector, 
believes an emergency situation exists at the Bennett site.  The Mayor added that all 
proper authorities were contacted and she reminded everyone it is private property and 
unsafe building violations exist.  She reminded everyone the Village won a case 
approximately a year ago.  She has contacted Dave Blumenthal and he is providing 24 
hour patrol making sure no one trespasses on the site.  Those trying to trespass have been 
turned away and told it is unsafe as per Section 86-3 of the Village Code.  The Zone 
Enforcement Officer informed the Board of the situation and the Board can make several 
choices as in the code.  Immediate action must begin on the demolition process.  Mayor 
Hurley asked the Board for a reasonable course of action as to fencing around the entire 
property within 48 hours and to continue 24 hour security.  With all deliberate speed the 
Board would like to proceed and what ifs were discussed.  
 
Rebecca stated a verbal resolution can be entered into the minutes.  The Village will 
discuss with the property owner and it is beneficial to inform the property owner but the 
developer has made promises in the past and has not followed through.  The Village will 
be demanding fencing installed within 48 hours and 24 hours security are both excellent 
ideas according to Rebecca.  She added the developers own engineer gave a report 5 
years ago stating this would happen.  She went on to inform the Board they should give 
them the opportunity to respond but also the Board should file court papers.   
 
Trustee Spagnola questioned that once the fencing is installed will the Code Enforcement 
Officer be in charge of inspecting the fence.  Rebecca responded that the Code 
Enforcement Officer should consult her and Mr. Rhode a structural engineer.  Trustee 
Cox questioned how high the fence needed to be to exclude trespassers.  Rebecca 
responded that it must be certain height and strength.  Mayor Hurley added the fencing 
should be acceptable for the demolition process as well which only makes sense.  Trustee 
Spagnola stated the only difference is gating requirements.  Bob Collocola informed the 
Board there are companies out there that rent fencing.  Rebecca stated they must do 
something to reduce risk.  Trustee Spagnola stated a 48 hour time frame may be 
unrealistic and he thinks 3 days is more realistic.   
 
Trustee Whalen stated they have an immediate need for a fence and the Village has a 
record from an administrative law judge in favor of the Village.  They have not kept dates 



or shown any progress has been made.  He added that doesn’t the Village have enough 
now to show contempt and they must have a very short leash.  Trustee Whalen also stated 
the Village only wants go to court once.  Rebecca stated she wants to give the property 
owner the opportunity to put a fence up but the Village should file court papers as well.  
She added it is appropriate to have contempt findings or filing for permits needed to 
demolish the buildings.  She also added a DEC permit can be received in 5 days.  Ken 
McLaughlin and Rebecca have done the homework on the timeframe required to get the 
necessary permits and the October 1st date was a reasonable timeframe given.  Trustee 
Cox added the property owner was sited in December of 2009.  They appealed, it was 
decided in the Village’s favor and they have done nothing.  
 
Mayor Hurley stated the Board consensus is they want immediate action, if not done the 
Village will have the work performed and assess the cost against the property on the 
Village taxes.  Trustee Whalen added there is no good faith in reference to the Judge’s 
order.  The Board wants a construction quality demolition fence installed within 48 hours 
and they want to see the contract with the fencing company.  The Board is also 
authorizing council to prepare and file the appropriate documents in court.  Rebecca 
stated she will request the Code Enforcement Officer to put his findings in writing to the 
Board.  The height of the fencing will depend upon the height of the buildings and the fall 
zone.  Trustee Spagnola added that if the property owner puts up the fencing he wants it 
inspected and certified as appropriate.  Judge Prisco asked if the security the officers are 
providing around the clock now is expected to continue at the cost of the developer.  
He was told yes by the Mayor. 
 
Mayor Hurley offered a resolution to accept the findings of the Code Enforcement 
Officer.  Trustee Morse made a motion to accept and Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in 
favor.   
 
The Mayor and Rebecca cautioned against visiting the building and the risk being taken.  
Trustee Cox stated it is appropriate for the Mayor to meet with himself and Mr. 
Blumenthal.  Trustee Spagnola will be included in the meeting on Wednesday and if Mr. 
Blumenthal brings council Rebecca recommend either don’t meet with him or to contact 
her immediately.  
 
Department Reports 
 
Water/Sewer-Scott Osborne-see attached.  Scott introduced Joe McLaughlin as a partner 
at VRI and he considered a principal contact as well as Ken Sabia. 
 
Fire/Rescue Matt Rochfort/Ted Bownas were unable to attend.  Mayor Hurley stated the 
carnival will be held from July 6th-9th and the Board members need to let Matt know if 
they will be in the parade.  Workers Compensation Review took place where some items 
were noted and this information was passed on to the Chief.  
 
Highway- Bob Collocola-see attached.  In reference to the Workers Compensation 
inspector they have contacted Bob and would like to use the Village Highway Garage as 



an example for other municipalities.  Bob stated the triangle section off of Franklin 
Avenue and in conjunction with the Fire House upper parking lot area the triangle area 
will be repaved with the assistance of the Town of Washington Highway Dept.  Paving 
will take place after the carnival.  Mayor Hurley asked Bob to look at the tennis court 
fencing and the guide wire at bottom be tightened to prevent the fence form curling.  
 
Police-Officer Justin Scribner-He stated the patrol hours are the same, the number of 
tickets is on track and the number of arrests is minimal.  He added that Bennett is a major 
project.  Mayor Hurley added that they will be floating hours to get coverage at the most 
important times and days.  She also added the next 2 weeks there will a lot of youth 
involvement and they have had requested additional presence at the park during this time 
since youth have early dismissals.  
 
Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse stated all interest has been posted, bank balances 
have been submitted and the mortgage taxes have been received and posted.  She added 
about one fourth of the property taxes for 2011-2012 have been collected to date.  Trustee 
Morse made a motion to approve minutes from February 8, March 8, March 22, April 12 
and April 26.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
Resolution Medical Reimbursement Account-Mayor Hurley read the resolution to amend 
the Village’s Health Reimbursement Arrangement for the benefit of certain of its 
employees pursuant to Section 8.01 of the Plan for medical deductible and prescriptions.  
A motion to accept was made by Trustee Cox and seconded by Trustee Spagnola.  All 
were in favor.   
 
Relief from Sewer Benefit Assessment-for properties not connected to the municipal 
sewer services within the Village of Millbrook.  The Village will discontinue septic 
pumping for these properties.  Rebecca spoke with Victoria in the Dutchess County Real 
Property Dept. and Rebecca spoke to ORPS- Office of Real Property Services. Victoria 
recommended doing a resolution with the intent to stop this policy and if the local law is 
required after Victoria Costello speaks to Albany the Board will proceed.  See the 
attached as read by Rebecca.  Water pumping was not included in this resolution as 
Trustee Spagnola stated.  Mayor Hurley stated the Board will add the water pumps to this 
resolution which will also be abolished.  A motion was made by Trustee Morse and 
seconded by Trustee Spagnola.  All were in favor.  The added water resolution was read 
by Rebecca as per the see attached.  Mayor Hurley made a motion to add the water 
resolution and Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were in favor.  The Mayor stated that 
equity has been restored here on these 2 issues. 
 
Project Updates/Trustee Comments-Trustees Cox, Spagnola and Whalen had no 
updates or further comments.  Trustee Morse stated the Water Committee is utilizing the 
$2,500 set aside by the Board of Trustees in the budget for the study by Chazen 
Companies with Russell Urbin-Mead who will attend the next 2 meetings.  He added in 
the first meeting they discussed NYS laws relevant to an aquifer and an emergency 
preparedness and back up aquifer to be located in the Town of Washington.  Rebecca was 
asked by Officer Scribner about the increase of parking fines.  The entire Board has not 



reviewed or agreed to the recommended fine increases.  The Board will come back to this 
topic on June 28th according to Mayor Hurley.  Trustee Cox and Trustee Morse both 
stated they had no trouble with them at all.  Rebecca stated the parking fine increases can 
become part of the re-organizational meeting in January.   
 
Jesse from the Millbrook Independent asked if the developer of Bennett College will be 
notified about the fence tomorrow.  He was told yes and the burden of security coverage 
costs are the developer’s responsibility.  
 
Public Participation-There was no additional comments. 
 
Correspondence 
Smoke Free Dutchess County encourages municipalities to prohibit public parks and 
playgrounds.   The Village does not own any parks or playgrounds so no resolution is 
required according to the Mayor. 
 
Central Hudson Energy Efficiency Public Awareness Program- 
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 June 18th-Memorial Dedication-1pm and Circus 
 June 20th-Water Committee 
 June 28th-Regular Meeting-Public Hearings 
 
Audit of bills 
 
Executive Session-Trustee Spagnola made a motion to enter into executive session at 
9:55 pm for the purpose of discussing attorney/client privilege specifically to discuss the 
Thorne building, Tri-state Environmental and one personnel issue. 
 
Adjourned at 12:00 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Whalen.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 


