
Village of Millbrook 

Board of Trustees 

Minutes March 8, 2011 

 

Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 

 

In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Cox, Trustee Whalen, Trustee 

Spagnola, Clerk Linda Wiltse and Rebecca Valk Attorney 

 

Letter to Mayor of City of Poughkeepsie-Mayor Hurley wrote a letter expressing her 

condolences on the passing of Detective John Falcone who was killed in the line of duty.  

She expressed her appreciation of his community service, hard work and dedication.   

 

Storm Update-Mayor Hurley stated 32 residents in the Village are without power.  They 

are hoping 90 % of these residents will have restored power by Wednesday afternoon.  

The Towns of Pine Plains and Northeast still have roads closed.  The Mayor has checked 

with Fire Chief Bownas in reference to a need for an emergency center in the Millbrook 

area.  She added that 2 to 3 inches of snow and heavy rains are forecasted on Thursday.  

The Village had many pine trees damaged and trees down.  There was also some flooding 

by the dam and the waste water treatment plant.  The stream at Alden Place crested but 

did not overflow its banks.  Bob Collocola added that the Village was very lucky and 

they have been working with the Town of Washington to assist where needed.  He stated 

there is a lot of brush and they will be picking it up as they go along.  Scott Osborne 

stated the waste water treatment plant is okay now but the snow melt and heavy rains are 

causing flows to be large and they are currently using the bypass system and the holding 

tank to alleviate any problems.  Scott Osborne stated that at the water plant the road and 

the fence are damaged from the high water levels.  Mayor Hurley asked Scott to keep the 

Board posted and let them know what they can do in the future to prevent these same 

issues from occurring. 

 

Shared Services Grant-Mayor Hurley stated the Village has received approval for the 

additional work to the lined pipes on the sewer system mains.  The grant will be ending 

on March 31
st
.  The Village received word on Thursday March 3

rd
.  The Village has 

created a handout with information on Friday which was distributed.  They experienced 

delays on Monday due to the inclement weather.  She added that notices went out again 

this afternoon for the remainder of the work to be performed.  The Mayor thanked Scott 

for his assistance in handing out the updated information.  She explained how this lining 

technology works.  Trustee Cox asked if the work will be completed in one week.  The 

Mayor responded that the work will continue through the 18
th

 of March and that no 

digging will take place this time.  Scott was assured by Lash Contracting that all lining 

work will be complete by the 18
th

 of March.  Thursday may cause another inclement 

weather delay.       

 



Water/Sewer-Scott Osborne see attached.  Scott stated that in January we received 27 

inches of snow.  The rain and snow melt have combined which saturates the ground and 

causes flows to be high.  Trustee Morse stated that Thursday’s storm will be mostly 

runoff since the ground is saturated.  Scott added that flows at the waste water treatment 

plant are mostly clear.  Mayor Hurley referenced the SPEDES permit and mentioned that 

she spoke to the NYS DEC who gave the Village permission to delay the work on the de-

chlorination project due to the high costs.  The Village wants to evaluate the updating of 

the plant and the costs.  Scott responded to a sewer backup in the Millbrook Deli today 

and had to flush the mains which he did not think was the issue.  He added that the Deli 

will get a plumber if this did not take care of the problem.  He stated the Deli connection 

to the sewer main had to be out the back to Pilgrim Lane or out the side to the Church 

Street main.   

 

Fire Department-Representatives were unable to attend due to meeting conflicts.  Mayor 

Hurley stated the Fire Department will attend the Town of Washington Board meeting 

and give their annual report on the number of calls within 2010.  She added that the outer 

edges of the Town of Washington are currently covered by the Clinton and Dover Fire 

Department.  They will be discussing the LOSAP as well.  She thanked Chief Bownas 

this morning in response to pumping basements out and responding to calls all night long.    

 

Highway Department-Bob Collocola see attached.  Bob stated they have collected 

Christmas trees, moved furniture from the Town Hall to the Village Hall and filled pot 

holes.  They moved the large garbage bags which were donated to the ASPCA.  The 

department has removed some of the school speed limit signs from Church Street and 

from Alden Place.  They have removed downed trees from the ice storm and they have 

trimmed trees.  In addition, they assisted VRI on Alden Terrace with a water main break.  

A catch basin on Church Street was repaired and they drilled holes in the basement wall 

of the Village Hall for the new oil tank fill pipes.  They also assisted the Town of 

Washington with the filling of holes on Town roads.  Bob stated the storms coming in the 

next couple of days will produce water running off and freezing at night.  He reminded 

those driving at night to please take care and be aware of black ice.  Trustee Morse 

informed the Board about the wind storms and the tree that came down in back of the 

Band Shell.  He added that by the end of the day the services of Out on a Limb was 

secured and they responded by removing and covering the roof to protect it from the rain 

damage.  In addition, Trustee Morse stated the Highway Department responded quickly 

to Nine Partners Lane late at night.    

 

Dutchess County Updates-Mike Kelsey County Representative informed the Board the 

County has requested an extension of the sales tax equaling 3 ¼% which must be 

renewed every 3 years.  The Consumer Affairs Dept. was eliminated in the County 

budget and the legislature is asking what was overlooked.  They determined there isn’t 

any department to oversee the 40 pawn shops located within Dutchess County.  He added 

that pawn shops must keep a log of items pawned.  The Health Dept. will take over this 

duty and will require a central registry with the Sheriff’s Office.  Mike stated this is under 

discussion only and taking photos may be a requirement for those pawning items.  Mike 

stated the Resource Recovery Agency has adopted a solid waste management plan which 



was sent to the NYS DEC who denied this request since Dutchess County’s involvement 

was not sufficient.  Dutchess County has until June to renew the permit.  They may be 

creating a Solid Waste Dept. which can be revenue generating if they enforce Dutchess 

County laws.  Mayor Hurley asked if the 5 cent returns are included in with recyclables, 

can they be removed and used as a revenue source.  Mike responded that they are not 

separated.  

 

Mike informed the Board of the roof collapse at the Eastern Dutchess Government 

Center.  He added that the Legislature voted to demolish the collapsed roof and it will be 

rebuilt.  Mike asked the public to let him know if privatizing the EDGC is better than in 

the hands of the Dutchess County Government.  They have renovated portions of the 

former Dutchess County Infirmary building.  The east wing collapsed this year under the 

weight of the snow and ice accumulation.  Howard Schuman inquired as to whether the 

County will be privatizing all of the acreage.  Mike answered that it is up for 

consideration.  Howard asked if this is a real option.  Mike responded that he does not 

know.  Mike asked, what does the community want?  Mayor Hurley inquired about the 

Dutchess County Board of Elections redistricting the Village.  Mike answered that there 

is no change yet.  The County is appointing two committees to look into redistricting.  

Mayor Hurley asked if there is a deadline for the redistricting request.  Mike responded 

that he does not know and Dutchess County does not want to do a rush job.    

 

Police Department-Officer Scribner see attached.  Mayor Hurley asked the Board of 

Trustees to accept the resignation from Officer Matthew Hawley who resigned due to a 

promotion at his other full time position.  A motion to accept Officer Matthew Hawley’s 

resignation was made by Trustee Cox.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor.  

Officer Scribner inquired about hiring a replacement officer.  Mayor Hurley stated this 

request may be considered during the budget process.  Officer Scribner stated the Police 

car needs the light bar repaired or if it is not repairable they will get a low cost 

replacement.  Mayor Hurley asked if there has been any impact of the County Probation 

Office on the Village of Millbrook.  Officer Scribner answered that there has been no 

impact but there has been more of an impact from the Mental Hygiene Department.  

 

Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse requested approval of the minutes for February 

2011 meeting.  Trustee Cox made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 

2011 meeting.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor.  Clerk Linda Wiltse asked 

for the Board of Trustees to approve and sign a resolution to allow her to correct the 

Village of Millbrook’s name on Xcel Energy common stock to match the Village’s name 

on file with the IRS.  All were in favor and signed the resolution.  A budget adjustment 

was requested to move $1,000 from the Court Clerk PS to the Justice CE line to cover 

contractual expenses for the Village Court.  Trustee Morse made a motion to accept the 

budget adjustment as submitted and read.  Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were in favor.  

The Board of Trustees set the first three budget workshop dates for March 28
th

, April 4
th

 

and April 11
th.

  

 

Clerk Linda Wiltse informed the Board of Trustees that the Franchise fee payment for the 

second half of 2010 was received in the amount of $15,181.00 and then referred the 



Board to the Revenue Report which showed the revenue for this line item is $4,607 over 

the estimates for this fiscal year.  She also stated the bank balances have been submitted 

and the interest has been posted for January and February 2011.  Mayor Hurley suggested 

the bank balances report be submitted at the second monthly meeting since the entire 

bank statements are not received in time for the first monthly meeting.  Clerk Linda 

Wiltse asked the Board to review the NYS Deferred Compensation Plan’s ability to 

accept Roth contributions and be prepared to discuss at the Board meeting on March 22
nd

.     

 

Local Law #1 2011-Mayor Hurley requested the Board to open the public hearing on 

local law number one for the year 2011.  Trustee Morse made a motion to open the public 

hearing and Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor.  Rebecca Valk stated this is to 

amend 230-58.2 regarding compliance with zoning and building laws for certain Village 

actions.  Mayor Hurley stated that in summary if a resident comes before the Planning 

Board or the Zoning Board of Appeals with an application which has open violations the 

applicant must remediate the violation before any application can be entertained by any 

Board or the Building Inspector.  

 

Steven Kay asked if when sometimes the work might include a variance or include the 

remediation in the building permit if the application can still be considered.  He gave an 

example of making noise from construction or machinery use.  Mayor Hurley answered 

that no permit is required for making noise.  Rebecca added that this law is to edit the law 

already in the Village Code and the exception in that if a permit is to remedy the violation 

then it is permitted.  She also stated the Village Building Inspector can make a 

recommendation and this law is meant to prevent applicants from avoiding violations 

outstanding.  Mayor Hurley stated that properties must be brought into compliance for 

health and safety issues.  The Mayor recommended the hearing remain open.  

 

Project Updates-Mayor Hurley informed the Board about the Records Management 

Grant the Clerk Linda Wiltse has worked hard on.  The Village will be informed of this 

Grant award or denial at the end of June at the earliest.  The Town of Washington has 

been doing some rearranging and the Village received some of their pre-owned file 

cabinets and furniture.   

 

Mayor Hurley stated the buildings and grounds at the Band Shell had a tree fall on the 

roof and this occurred on a holiday weekend during a storm event.  Trustee Spagnola 

added there was a major issue with the acoustic ceiling which could have been extremely 

expensive to replace.  He stated the tree was removed and the roof was covered with a 

tarp and the contractor is almost complete on the roof repairs.  The hole was as large as a 

small car.  There was interior damage to the trusses.  He was happy to report the response 

from both vendors was quick.  Mayor Hurley stated that Trustee Morse took photos and 

had them developed.  Clerk Linda Wiltse is working with the insurance company on the 

reimbursement for the repairs.  Trustee Spagnola stated the Village Hall front door has 

been temporarily repaired and a new door has been ordered.  He added that both 

gymnasium doors have been looked at for repairs.  Mayor Hurley stated the new heating 

oil storage tanks in basement are online and the oil storage is complete in the basement.  

 



Trustee Morse stated that Channel 22 requested assistance in the Millbrook Independent 

newspaper.  Two people have come forward offering assistance.  He added that contacts 

will be made this week and the interest in the community is great.  

 

Water Committee-Trustee Morse stated the committee had a presentation on Road Salt 

by Vickie Kelly from IES.  He added that road salt is a factor contaminating our water 

from roadways.  There are concentrations in streams and lakes which are higher in the 

summer months than in the winter months.  Other municipalities have taken advantage of 

this information by adjusting truck road salt distributions while keeping their roads safe.  

Trustee Morse stated there has been an expansion of the Water Committee activities to 

include updates to the Village Comprehensive Plan and the Village can use this as a 

jumping off point.  They will do a presentation to the Village Board on March 22
nd.

  

Mayor Hurley asked where the Water Committee in relation to the grant work is.  Trustee 

Morse responded that yes it is complete.  He added that funding is ending and all funds 

have been expended.  Mayor Hurley stated that the GIS mapping system is being worked 

on through VRI. 

 

Comprehensive Plan-Trustee Morse stated the Town of Washington met this last 

Saturday, March 5th at the Fire House and it was very well attended.  Many opinions 

were discussed.  Three vision statements were presented and after some fine tuning, one 

was accepted.  Mayor Hurley asked for a draft of the vision statement which was read by 

Trustee Morse.  Trustee Morse stated the vision statement does not include goals and 

objectives.  The vision statement read as follows: 

 

We envision the Town of Washington will remain a rural community with great 

scenic beauty, a healthy, natural environment, and a high quality of life for its 

residents.   

 

We envision protecting our Town by ensuring that our working farms beautiful 

historical landscapes, water resources, and natural habitat for out plants and 

animals are preserved for the future. 

 

We believe in managing our fiscal house responsibly.  We believe in maintaining a 

vibrant and diverse local business community located in the Village Center, and we 

want to maintain our historical character because of its importance in preserving 

the look and feel of our community. 
 

Mayor Hurley stated we can relate the Village to the Town of Washington since it has a 

very unique place in the Town.  The Village should be a vibrant economic center in the 

community.  She added that the Town and the Village have very different needs.  In 

reference to the Village Master Plan, we are building a library of other municipalities 

comprehensive plans from surrounding communities in Dutchess County according to 

Trustee Morse.  He asked the Board to put in the plans to meet after the budget process is 

complete.  Trustee Morse recommended the Board may consider making a monthly 

report for the comprehensive plan as a regular part of the Village’s monthly meetings to 

keep it focused and a living breathing plan. 



Emergency Preparedness Plan-Trustee Morse stated Trustee Cox did a great job in 

putting it together.  He added that Dr. Bill Augerson recommended tweaking the plan 

some.  In addition, Trustee Morse stated the Village has 40 resources available to them.  

A list was given to the Mayor and will be part of our annual re-organizational meeting 

each year.  Mayor Hurley stated they are adding constantly to the emergency 

preparedness plan such items as GIS mapping.  She gave her appreciation for Dr. 

Augerson’s input and time he gave to review this plan.  The building on the project was 

put together by Trustee Cox. 

 

Trustee Comments- 

 

Trustee Morse stated he is working on redistricting in the Village for elections.  They 

would like to reduce from the existing four districts.  He has approached the Dutchess 

County BOE and he is expecting an answer to be positive and a letter was written.  

 

VFW-Trustee Morse stated the lease contract for the stone building located back of the 

Thorne Building expires on December 31, 2011.  The VFW members have renovated 

over the past 10 years and they are looking for handicap access as a project this year.  He 

added that renewing the lease will be coming up for consideration.  Trustee Cox asked if 

the lease expired in December.  Trustee Morse responded yes.  The VFW is planning 

ahead and they are looking for reassurances from the Village Board. 

 

Thorne Building-Mayor Hurley stated the Village was due in court tonight at the Town 

of Washington.  Trustee Whalen stated the Board has commenced a summary preceding 

also known as an eviction based on the inability to move forward.  He added the Board 

declared them to be in default.  Trustee Whalen stated that 30 days came and went and a 

subsequent notice terminating the lease and surrendering any materials in the Thorne 

Building were to be removed from the building.  Following the notice of termination no 

communication as to their intent was received.  The agreement called for the work to be 

done by the Village and the Thorne Project but this was based on public statements by the 

Downing’s having no financial ability to go forward which were based on third parties 

were not forthcoming.  The Village will not put Village taxpayer’s funds to this project 

when it was made apparent the Downing’s had no financial ability to move forward.  

Trustee Whalen added there was no explicit provision in the lease for the Village to break 

the lease if there was no financial contingency provision within the lease to move 

forward.  The paperwork for the eviction has been submitted and Town of Washington 

Justice Aubin will preside.  Mayor Hurley stated they will have a new scheduled court 

date.  Rebecca added that she had a brief conversation with Judge Aubin who stated he 

would like to hold court in the mid afternoon perhaps next week sometime. 

 

Mayor Hurley stated she was happy to see Andrew Ciferri out and about and in 

attendance at the meeting tonight. 

 

Public Comments-Andrew Ciferri thanked the Mayor for the documents on Cullen Lane 

and Johnson Lane and he asked for the land transfer or deed change documents.  He 

asked the Board to look into the private property owned at the end of Reservoir Drive.  



Andrew asked for any surveys on the Millbrook Hollow Condos.  Andy recommended 

doing the electric work at the Thorne Building and to install the panels located in the 

building.  Mayor Hurley answered that the Village has no plans for the building and the 

electric panels are still up there.  She added the lease issues once settled then discussion 

will continue for the best uses of the Thorne Building.  She asked is it better in private 

hands as opposed to public hands?  She stated she is sure it will be a lengthy process.   

 

Mr. McQuillan stated that Channel 22 is good communication from the Board to the 

Village residents in reference to Lash Contracting’s work and emergency preparedness 

issues.  He added that getting the word out to the Village and the Village website.  Mayor 

Hurley stated the Board has looked into this and they are trying to explore as many 

avenues of communication as possible.  She added that part of the Town of Washington 

emergency planning is ROBO calls which the Millbrook Central School District uses 

currently.  They do encourage email addresses to the Village to open communication to 

our residents.  Lash Contracting’s communication error caused them beginning on a 

street not first on the list.  

 

Local Law #1 2011-Mayor Hurley stated that Local law #1 of 2011 is an amendment to 

local law #4 of 2010 and she asked for a motion.  Trustee Morse made a motion to close 

the public hearing on local law #1 2011.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor. 

Trustee Spagnola made a motion to approve and adopt as presented local law #1 2011 as 

per the attached. Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.  

 

Mayor Hurley stated the NYCOM program received has hot topics such as mandated 

reform and a tax cap which she has heard will be approved.  Other topic included street 

signs in upper and lower cases, election issues and their costs.  NYCOM lobbies the NYS 

Legislature and gives recommendations they will be making.  She added the CHIPS 

funding will remain the same for the Village which is approximately $33,000.  This does 

not allow the Village to do any major projects unless they let the funds accumulate over 

several years.  This makes it very difficult to maintain roads.  

 

Mayor Hurley stated the Dutchess County Legislature has set up a tick task force trivia 

contest in the Farm and Home Center.  Mike Kelsey stated that people are located in 

various Town halls and the idea is to spread information.  The Mayor added that 

Dutchess County sends the Village a great deal of information via mail and emails.  She 

added that one email stated bed bugs are not considered to be a health risk but Dutchess 

County does recognize it as an issue.  Trustee Morse added that it is serious in the travel 

industry.  Mayor Hurley stated in addition Central Hudson submits fliers to 

municipalities about reducing energy costs.  

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

March 21-Water committee 

March 22-Second Board meeting of the month 

 

Audit of bills 

 



Executive Session-Trustee Morse made a motion to enter into executive session to 

finalize the language for the DeBonis settlement at 9:45 pm.  The DeBonis potential 

settlement will be reviewed.  Rebecca stated the Village has made a motion to dismiss a 

complaint and motions are still being submitted.  She added that an offer made by the 

Village was rejected and an offer was made by the property owner which was rejected by 

the Village.  The Thorne Building lease is still in court.  Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All 

were in favor.  

 

Trustee Cox made a motion to exit out of executive session and Trustee Morse seconded 

at 12:14 p.m.  All were in favor.   

 

Adjourned at 12:15 a.m.with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 

seconded by Trustee Cox.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda T. Wiltse 

Village of Millbrook  

Clerk/Treasurer 


