
Village of Millbrook 

Board of Trustees 

Minutes February 8, 2011 

 

Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 

 

In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Cox, Trustee Whalen and Clerk 

Linda Wiltse, Rebecca Valk Attorney 

 

Shared Services Grant-Steve Lynch gave a brief update.  Steve reminded the Board of 

the 6 tasks and that the Village is well into all 6 of them. Task 1 is where the bulk of the 

money is and where the physical repair of the sewer lines takes place and this task was 

given to Lash Contracting.  He added that the Dept. of State must approve the change of 

the scope of work and it is hung up at the State Comptroller’s Office.  Task 2 is the study 

of the capital and operating cost of expansions and improvements the Village may or may 

not complete.  It is also the identification of a new water source.  This information will be 

put into a report form with the engineer’s input.  Steve added that the expansions being 

studied are expansion within the Village to Nine Partners Lane, the former Bennett 

College development of 91 units, the Dutchess County infirmary site may expand 

operations there and the cost to the Village to meet those needs and the expansion into 

areas into the Town of Washington with examples of Rodrigo Knolls and Horseshoe 

Lane.  Steve stated that the fact gathering is only under the grant.  Finally, they added the 

search for a new water source but have gone as far as they can with the grant.  They have 

found 8 potential water sources.   

 

In Task 3 they will develop a language for the water and sewer for the Comprehensive 

Plan as a place to pull together all of the aspects from the grant research.  In Task 4 they 

have conducted a rate study and they are comparing the Village’s rates to other municipal 

systems and they are about 50% done.  To complete the other 50% they will await the 

outcome of the expansions and improvements studies.  Steve stated the Asset 

Management Plan and the Inter-municipal Agreements portion and scope is to engage the 

counsel in fact gathering.  They are looking at the inter-municipal agreements and data 

gathering to share services correctly.  VRI has taken the lead in the asset management 

plan of 15–20 years and they can layer on expansions and improvements and their impact 

on the Village. 

 

The Village has asked for an extension based on the timeframe of the notice of award and 

the state approval of work to be performed by Lash Contracting.  The Village hopes to 

have 90% of the project done by the end of March 2011.  They will ask for an extension 

but they cannot count on it.  They will be working forward.  

 

Mayor Hurley read the justification letter to be attached to the extension request.  The 

extension request labeled Appendix X agreement will have an ending date of 3/31/2012.  

This means no additional cost incurred by the Village in asking for this extension.  



Trustee Morse made a motion to extend the Shared Services Grant.  Trustee Whalen 

seconded.  All were in favor.  The Mayor added that they may enlist the assistance of our 

local representatives for NYS if there is no word from Albany in the next 2-3 weeks. 

 

Joshua Mackey Attorney from Iseman, Cunningham, Riester & Hyde, LLP spoke on the 

delegated tasks for research to associates or paralegals at a lower hourly rate.  See 

attached agreement where the costs are covered within the grant so there is no additional 

cost to the Village.  Trustee Morse read the resolution and made a motion authorizing the 

Village of Millbrook and the project manager R.S. Lynch & Co. to hire the law firm to 

provide expert legal services and analysis regarding work to be completed under “The 

Local Government Efficiency Grant Agreement.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in 

favor.   

 

Steve added that the rate study is ready to go.  Mayor Hurley stated the Village can use 

the rate schedule as compared to other municipalities to consider increases.  The Mayor 

also stated the Village has not had an increase in some time and may need to for capital 

improvement projects for the water and sewer systems.  

 

Steve ended by stating on March 8 he will submit the water/sewer rate study to the 

Village Board.  

 

Water/Sewer-Scott Osborne see attached. Scott stated the Village has 90 fire hydrants 

that VRI cleans out after each snow storm.  Howard Schuman asked about converting 

snow fall to rain for the report submitted monthly by VRI.  Scott replied that this is not 

done on the reports submitted.  Trustee Morse inquired about the Bennett condominium 

projects hydrants being cleaned out.  Scott answered that they were included in the count.  

Andrew Ciferri questioned if the new lining of the sewer mains caused a noticeable 

reduction in flows.  Scott stated that rain event flows were lower and did not stay up as 

high after the sewer pipes were lined.   

 

Mayor Hurley commented on the software for the new meter reading systems as a very 

important component of this new system the Village is looking at.  The Mayor stated the 

SPEDES permit modification annual report which Ken Scherrieble from VRI assisted in 

preparing was filed with the NYS DEC.  

 

Fire Department-Representatives were unable to attend due to meeting conflicts.  Mayor 

Hurley informed the Board that the Fire Department has 5 new volunteers and 2 others all 

needing gear.  Cathy Meyers has turned in the treasurer reports for the fire department 

and the rescue squad financial data.   

 

Mayor Hurley stated that James Brownell Sr. is the administrator for the LOSAP 

program.  The Mayor added the Board must acknowledge receipt of, review and approve 

for posting the volunteer firefighter service award program list of all 2010 active 

volunteer firefighters of the fire department.  This list will then be posted for 30 days.  

All were in favor.  Mayor Hurley noted there are 51 members listed.  Chief Ted Bownas 

will be submitting an asset report according to the Mayor.  



 

Highway Department-Bob Collocola see attached.  Bob stated it was a team effort with 

the Town of Washington doing the snow removal.  He thanked Trustee Spagnola for 

doing the steps of the Village Hall and Matt Hurst on the sidewalks to keep them dry and 

safe and in addition he thanked VRI for clearing the fire hydrants.  Bob added that this 

has been the worst snow season since he came on board in 2006.  This year there has 

been 12 storms with 74 inches of accumulation.  They have been challenged on where to 

put the snow.  Bob added that the Village gave some help to local guys on putting snow 

in certain areas.  He stated the Highway department has the snow removal under control 

and the biggest challenge is the snow piles that are narrowing the streets but they are 

removing snow every day.  They have been concentrating on the busiest streets for buses 

and traffic as well as parking requirements.  

 

Bob stated they will address the potholes which with warming weather become worse 

and this is the next task during clear weather.  Mayor Hurley commented on what she 

referred to as a pet peeve of those who have private plowing and put the snow back onto 

the sidewalks.  She added that the Board may want to revisit the Village code for private 

plowing.  Bob stated the equipment is holding up and he is very happy to have the new 

truck.  Regular maintenance has been performed on all the equipment.  The Kubota has 

needed a lot of work this year and may need replacing according to Bob.  Mayor Hurley 

stated the price of salt has dropped this year.  Bob added they have been using less salt 

due in part to the new truck.  The spreading capability uses less salt even though we have 

had more snowfall than in previous years.  

 

Police Department-Trustee Cox see attached.  Mayor Hurley informed the Board the 

insert enclosed in the water and sewer bills included information on leaving pets outdoors 

at night and during inclement weather per Village Code.  Howard asked a legal question 

if it is up to the Village to seek out violators.  The Mayor answered the Village can seek 

out violators or respond to complaints.  She added the Village can pursue two avenues, 

first with the Police department and then through the animal control officer.  The Police 

have been instructed to act on barking dogs from 11pm to midnight.  Andrew Ciferri 

added that Alden Place and Church Street have constant barking dogs.  

 

Andrew suggested shutting down streets to clear snow and not be loud knocking snow 

from trucks on Church Street in the middle of the night.  Trustee Cox stated the Town of 

Poughkeepsie removed snow by shutting down streets.  He added that it is necessary to 

bang the tailgate against the truck to knock the snow loose.  Andrew stated that the 

residents of Church Alliance are complaining about the sidewalks on Alden Place.  

Mayor Hurley responded by stating that some private plowing businesses removing snow 

are putting it back onto our sidewalks.  This has been an ongoing issue and we must keep 

our eye on it.  Andrew asked Bob to remember when pushing snow and covering the 

storm drains that they must be clear for melt and rain events.  

 

Dutchess County Updates-Mike Kelsey D.C. Legislator stated that district election lines 

are being drawn and will be voted on by the Legislature.  This affects representatives 

from all over the county.  Mike added he is against reducing the number of 



representatives in the county legislature.  He also stated that currently it is difficult to 

attend all of the meetings within his district.  Mike added that if the legislature is 

downsized everyone will see less of their representatives for Dutchess County.  Mike 

added that equal representation is also an issue if the re-districting is based upon 

population or if towns would be split up such as Stanford.  The Mayor asked for a 

completion date.  Mike answered that petitions begin in May and if it is not passed then it 

will go for another 2 years.  NYS requires redistricting every 10 years.  Mike stated he 

will be asking for his municipalities input and comments.  He added that the Dutchess 

County Executive is looking at a cost savings and nonfunctioning members.  Changing 

the number of representatives must go to a voter referendum.   

 

Another issue is the County Medical Examiners Office which has a little closet at Vassar 

Brothers Hospital and can only hold 5 bodies.  It is not a secure facility and evidence can 

easily be challenged.  Mike added that if there is a large scale emergency they do not 

have sufficient facilities to handle it.  

 

A separate issue is the impact of the Dover Probation Office closing on the Millbrook 

Probation Office and the surrounding community.  Mike stated that they took away 

$25,000 worth of rent for the Dover office and moved them to the Eastern Government 

Center in Millbrook effective February 1st.  Mike added he does not feel the public is at 

risk in Millbrook.  The director also wrote a letter that there is no risk to safety.  Mayor 

Hurley asked if transportation is an issue and suggested the Dutchess County Loop bus 

have the infirmary as a regular stop.  She added that the Village is concerned about kids 

on the streets since the Village has 4 schools located within its borders.  Trustee Morse 

stated that very few people will be added needing this service.  

 

Mike stated that Dutchess County is trying to make joining departments as smooth as 

possible.  Mayor Hurley asked what Mike anticipates at the County Jail and Sheriff’s 

Department.  Mike responded the County is doing a study on the jail expansion and this 

is the first step and will take place sometime this year.  The Mayor stated the Governor is 

looking at closing some NYS prisons.  Mike responded that the jail is for prior to 

conviction and prisons are for those convicted.  Trustee Whalen stated he wants to look at 

NYS parolees that have violated their parole.  Mayor Hurley questioned if the current 

complex has room for expansion.  Mike answered that the parking lot next door was 

purchased and now is not available for jail expansion.  Mayor Hurley inquired about the 

Sheriff’s dept. cost being passed down to the Town of Washington which is already 

funded by all county taxpayers.  Mike stated the Harlem Valley Chamber of Commerce 

has concerns on this matter as well.  

 

Clerk/Treasurer-Clerk Linda Wiltse requested approval of the minutes for December 

2010 and January 2011 meetings.  Trustee Cox made a motion to approve the minutes 

and Trustee Morse seconded.   All were in favor.  Revenue and expenditure reports were 

submitted and bank balances were given as well. 

 

Clerk Linda Wiltse read the bids requested on a BAN (Bond Anticipation Note) for the 

remediation of the Oil Spill.  Three quotes were requested from the Bank of Millbrook, 



Mahopac National Bank and Salisbury Bank.  Mahopac National Bank declined to 

submit a bid.  A quote was received from Salisbury Bank who submitted a bid of 1.23% 

for the BAN that has a 5 year amortization, 1 year maturity and a 1 year fixed rate of 

interest.  A second quote was received from the Bank of Millbrook who submitted a bid 

of 1.15% interest rate for the first year.  Mayor Hurley stated Van Dewater & Van 

Dewater will be engaged to prepare the documents for the $450,000 BAN with a 1.15% 

interest rate from the Bank of Millbrook.  Trustee Morse made a motion to approve and 

Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.  

 

Clerk Linda Wiltse read a letter from the Millbrook Lions Club requesting for approval to 

hold a circus adjacent to the Thorne Building.  The circus will be hosted by the Kelly-

Miller Bros. Circus on Saturday, June 18, 2011.  Andrew commented that in the past they 

have used the front lawn of the Thorne Building.  The Board of Trustees agreed to allow 

the event to take place and they are happy to support this community event which brings 

people into the Village of Millbrook.  

 

Clerk Linda Wiltse also read correspondence from the Millbrook Rotary Club which 

expressed their gratefulness for the support for New Year’s Eve Millbrook.  Mayor 

Hurley informed the Board of the request from Lori Decker for the Miles of Hope Run to 

be held on May 7, 2011.  The Board of Trustees approved this event as well with the 

understanding the organizers will contact Officer Scribner as per timing, traffic and check 

with the Rescue Squad for any needed support. 

 

Project Updates-Trustee Morse stated that Channel 22 began in the spring of 2007 

where the Village was looking for improvements to communications with its residents.  It 

was implemented and put on line with the services of Kate Farrell and some Millbrook 

High School students.  Kate now has other commitments and school involvement had 

slowed considerably.  The Board has received some interest from the community 

recently.  Trustee Morse stated he has spoke to Tom Nicks about the project but that it 

would cost money.  He added that it is complicated by what are the uses of this public 

service channel.  The Board has agreed to focus on the Village only.  They have lacked 

public support in the past and they are not sure of the quantity of public interest.  He also 

stated that power outages have played a role in keeping the system up and running.  The 

Board of Trustees is seeking help of the Millbrook Independent looking for a volunteer.  

Trustee Morse added that Cablevision is required to be made available to the Village and 

provide the necessary equipment.  He stated that they will either revitalize it or end it.  

Rebecca Valk informed the Board of Trustees that Channel 22 is limited to governmental 

announcements and cannot advocate private events.   

 

Water Committee-Mayor Hurley stated they are very close to receiving reports.  Trustee 

Morse stated the committee has held 8 meetings and 1 field trip so far.  They have 9 

official members.  They have collected data on the usage of water and started work to 

identify a backup aquifer to replace our current sole source water supply of which they 

have identified 8 so far.  Their objective is to narrow to the single best amongst the 8.  

Trustee Morse stated they know their location and distance from the Village thus 

allowing us to determine costs of approximately $100 per foot.  The quantity of water and 



recharge rates must be studied.  They will need the services of a hydrologist to proceed.  

They have asked Emma Rossi-Marshall to put together a list of hydrologists and the costs 

of their services.  Trustee Morse will present her findings during the budget process.  He 

ended by stating the Water Committee will give their recommendations to the Village 

Board in next 3 to 4 months.  

 

Howard stated the Board will have to decide as to what they want to do.  He added they 

must choose either a back up aquifer or a replacement aquifer to bring on line and have 

dormant.  Do you want to take on more users in the Town and the Village or have the 

aquifer available in case of an emergency?  He also added that droughts are not being 

looked at.  Mayor Hurley asked if the subcommittee is ready to come before the Board 

and she has thought about the emergency situation.  Howard thought this was the initial 

intent of the alternate aquifer.   

 

Howard stated the length of time the current aquifer would be out of use needs to be 

considered.  Trustee Cox stated that one contamination or catastrophe could be a drought.  

He added then how do we get the water from the aquifer point to the Village system since 

piping is a prohibitive cost.  Trustee Morse is not sure they are prohibitive costs but they 

may be high.  The Mayor stated she was surprised at the number of available aquifers 

within the Town of Washington.  She understands our area has a type of soil that is a self 

purifier.  They need to make sure there is abundant water to the Village available.  

Howard stated the committee has a very good preliminary background of information.  

Mayor Hurley stated that the environmental disaster has changed the way the Village 

does business and they have incurred such debt from the oil spill.  She added that no 

drilling or piping will take place in the next 5 years due to budget constraints.  However, 

the research will be available for future Board use.  Trustee Morse stated that in March 

the committee will do an initial review.  This will not be the final report by any means.  

The Mayor offered that in order to read and understand the information they will need 

some review from the committee.  

 

Comprehensive Plan-Mayor Hurley stated that the information gathered from the grant 

will be the foundation of facts for the water and sewer systems.  It is a good start and the 

Board must discuss on how to move forward.  She added that it is exciting for the Water 

Committee and the grant since we have the Bennett development, the Thorne Building 

and the census taking place.  Now the Board can accept that the Thorne Building and 

Bennett are unknowns currently.  Trustee Morse stated that from the Village’s point of 

view we have not started the process again and are actively collecting 13 other 

municipalities Comprehensive Plans.  The Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan has 

reset their committee and scheduled a meeting for March 5th for public input, opening 

dialogue and they have removed finality from the current process.  

 

Trustee Comments- 

Public Comments-Andrew inquired if during executive session the Thorne Building 

lease would be discussed.  He added that it has been almost one year since anything has 

been done and he is asking the Board to stop executive session discussions on this matter.  

Mayor Hurley responded by informing Andrew they have sent 2 letters and the Board 



will review the summary proceedings.  Andrew inquired about enforcing the barking dog 

violations.  The Mayor answered they will be issued appearance tickets.  Andrew asked 

about the zoning enforcement officers issuing 2 violations and only one violator have 

complied.  The lobster sign will not be enforced according to the Mayor.  Andrew stated 

the snow ordinance is in effect every night not only during snow events.  He added that 

Cullen Lane parking violators are an issue.  Church Street and Alden Place and Cullen 

Lane are used for parking during the no parking ordinance.  Andrew added that the law 

states they must be ticketed.  The Mayor responded they cannot enforce constantly and 

they must use common sense.  She added she is not going to call out the police to enforce 

on a non storm event evening.  Trustee Cox stated that the issue is a police officer being 

on duty or not and scheduling is an added issue.  The Village does not have 24/7 

coverage.  Mayor Hurley stated the Village tries to make the best of our resources.  

Andrew inquired about Manzi Drive that was put into the minutes quoting Village law 

from the previous meeting.  The Mayor responded that the Village is maintaining Cullen 

Lane as a Village owned parcel.  Trustee Cox stated the Village cannot maintain private 

property.  Rebecca added that the language used comes from what the public uses 

regularly.  It is limited to some extent since it is used and maintained historically.  Mayor 

Hurley informed Andrew she did some research and find out Cullen Lane was Village 

owned as interpreted by the Board.  She added that the Cullen parcel encompasses the 

entire road.  The Mayor stated the Board will look into it.  Andrew stated that at the end 

of the parcel is a huge pile of snow and he asked for it to be removed.  The Mayor stated 

they will look into it and they will have to see where the fence and property lines are 

located.  Andrew stated he noticed in the water bill insert the water and sewer clerk is 

accessible through the Village offices and does not have any office hours.  Mayor Hurley 

responded that Dana works remotely and from the Village Hall.  

 

Mayor Hurley stated that Assemblyman Molinaro has sent new legislation on outdoor 

wood furnaces and the Board should keep their eye on this issue.  

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

February 22 workshop 

February 28 Water Committee 

March 5 Town of Washington Comprehensive Plan 

 

Audit of bills 

 

Executive Session-Trustee Cox made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss 

Tri-state Environmental regarding performance of work.  The Debonis potential 

settlement will be reviewed and the Thorne Building Project legal documentation to take 

action in the Town of Washington court at 10:35 and Trustee Morse seconded.  All were 

in favor.  

 

Trustee Cox made a motion to exit out of executive session and Trustee Morse seconded 

at 12:14 p.m.  All were in favor.   

 



Adjourned at 12:15 a.m.with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 

seconded by Trustee Cox.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda T. Wiltse 

Village of Millbrook  

Clerk/Treasurer 
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