
Village of Millbrook 

Board of Trustees 

Minutes November 16, 2010 

 

Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:10 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 

 

In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Cox, and Clerk Linda Wiltse 

 

Water/Sewer-Scott Osborne see attached.  Mayor Hurley stated when the gasket was 

removed from the valve on Franklin Avenue the damage obvious and the valve was still 

partially open.  Scott informed the Board that if the metal casing is not centered for the 

stem then the center top will not hit in the correct location causing it not to function 

properly.  This valve was installed and then removed when it was not working correctly.  

Scott offered to send a letter to the valve manufacturer and see about their response.   

 

Mayor Hurley questioned if the Millbrook Golf and Tennis Club applies for a water 

hookup to the Village municipal water system.  Scott stated they need a bigger line than 

the standard residential hookup line.  Mayor Hurley stated this benefits the Village since 

the old tank on Reservoir Drive is an existing line to the Golf course.  Willy Murphy 

informed Scott that he had disconnected the connection to the Village water system.  He 

added that the Golf course wants to tap that line which is also connected to the irrigation 

system for the Golf course.  The Mayor asked who owns this tank.  Scott assumes the 

Golf course owns the tank but he is not sure.  

 

Chazen-Mike Fanning stated the audit of the EFC Grant was attended by himself and the 

Clerk Linda Wiltse.  They are both confident the Village is in compliance.   

 

Mike stated a new electrical engineer for the de-chlorination system at the waste water 

treatment facility (Plumb Excel) was located.  This contractor must work with Central 

Hudson on this project.  Mike added that he hopes to go out for bid by December 1
st
.  He 

informed the Board that the Wicks Law applies when the cost of the work exceeds 

$500,000.  If the cost exceeds this amount they must have prime contractors meet the 

Wicks Law requirements and Mike believes the Village will be close to that figure for 

this project.  The Mayor asked if the winter weather will affect this project.  Mike 

answered yes and they must order the materials so they can begin when the weather 

permits.  Chazen has done the up front paperwork according to Mike.  Mayor Hurley 

stated the Village may need to segment this project due to the cost.  Mike stated that if all 

of the bids come in over $500,000 then the Village can request to re-bid this project.  

Mike stated the project includes but is not limited to a small building to house the 

equipment, an automatic sampler, an auto-dialer, power trenching to the buildings and 4 

chemical pumps costing $10,000 to $12,000.  They must rearrange the piping coming out 

of the building and the water piping to the creek.  A re-aeration system is required as well 

to put oxygen into the water before it is released into the creek.  Mike added that this is 

because the fishery is sensitive to the oxygen levels in the water.  The water temperature 



affects the fishery as well.  Mike also stated that the water put into the creek does not 

influence the fishery since the output is low.  Trustee Morse requested a diagram of the 

waste water treatment plant for informational purposes.  

 

Mayor Hurley stated the Board has been submitted a proposal from Kinsley Power 

System who maintains the generators for the water and sewer systems for the Village.  

Scott Osborne has not had a chance to review the proposal from this company.  This is 

for both the water and sewer systems.  The Mayor requested Scott Osborne give his input 

at the next Board meeting.  

 

Fire Department-Mayor Hurley stated she met with Chief Ted Bownas to discuss the 

Village fire rating.  The insurance rating report is broken down into 3 sections.  The 

Board must review the report and get back to them in 30 days to inform them if they will 

accept the report as submitted or they will make changes to it.  The Mayor added that 

they are deficient in their coverage since the Fire Dept. does not have a ladder truck 

which they would need to extend to the highest building in the Village.  She added that 

the Chief informed her that in 2014 the Fire Dept. plans on looking into a ladder truck 

which costs approximately $500,000.  An additional problem is that a ladder truck will 

not fit into the current Fire House.  The Clerk Linda Wiltse was instructed to call the 

insurance company tomorrow to see the impact on the rating decrease for the resident’s 

fire insurance coverage costs.  Mayor Hurley informed the Board they must also do 

annual pump tests which will help their rating.  Another issue is the number of personnel 

in 2007 had 26 respond on average to call where now we have 15 respond on average to 

calls.  The number of hydrants at the former Bennett College is also an issue as well as 

the water pressure at certain locations determined our rating being lowered.  The lower 

flow at larger residential units is also an issue.  They also ideally require 20 hours of 

training for fire fighters but this is not realistic for a volunteer department. 

 

Mayor Hurley thanked the Fire Dept. for their attendance at the Veterans Day 

celebration.  The school organization was very well done.  She appreciated all the effort 

put into this event and the Village Police Department’s involvement was also 

appreciated.  

 

Highway Department-Bob Collocola see attached.  Bob went to the NYCOM 

Conference in October and attended a lot of interesting classes.  Class topics included 

rights of way and boundary issues, excavator safety program, complete streets-making 

them accessible for the handicap, walkers and bikers.  Bob stated he has a book showing 

useful information and ideas for the Village to promote walking and biking.   

 

He also attended a class on signage which pertains to school areas and high visibility 

signs.  Bob was informed to change the signs as they are needed.  He added that all the 

Village’s street name signs are wrong.  They must be lower case letters but he will 

change them as needed. They are supposedly more visible and easier to read.  Bob stated 

the law changed about 6 months ago to answer Trustee Morse’s question.   

 



Another class focused on urban tree management and the Village will be implementing 

this and looking at tree locations as well as the types of trees to be installed.  This 

approach will help to avoid utility companies from cutting and making trees ugly.  Bob 

requested tree trimming along Franklin Avenue in next budget year.  A professional is 

required to benefit the trees life and health.   

 

Bob stated a company contacted through the NYCOM Conference will address the 

sidewalk trip areas by cutting the sidewalk down to the level of the next plain of 

sidewalk.  The benefits are tremendous.  Bob added that 90% of Franklin Avenue’s 

sidewalks will be addressed and that includes everything over ¼ of an inch.  Other streets 

that will have the sidewalks leveled are Merritt Avenue, Front Street and Church Street.  

Bob added that next year the Thorne Building area and Friendly Lane will be taken care 

of.  The process this company uses is clean and green.  He ended by stating that 30 to 40 

sections can be done in a day.  Weather is a factor especially wet weather.  

  

Mayor Hurley stated that Fountain Place is in poor shape and very rough.  She requested 

it be put on the list to improve and she asked Bob to contact the resident who complained 

to discuss possible repairs.   

 

Zack from Maronas Market inquired about handicap access to his store from the 

sidewalk.  Bob stated he will meet with him to discuss possible alternative ideas.   

 

Tom Nicks informed the Village of power issues for the holiday lights set up and this will 

be addressed.  Bob informed the Board that the Langs on Merritt Avenue called about the 

yellow curb line and asked it to be removed so attendees from the bar nearby don’t park 

in their driveway.  Mayor Hurley and Trustee Cox both stated that the Village cannot 

supersede the law which specifies that 30 feet from an intersection is designated a no 

parking area.   

 

Police Department-Officer Scribner see attached.  Officer Scribner stated that 

Halloween went well with only 2 incidents involving adults.  He is looking at purchasing 

2 surveillance systems and can be moved around to several locations throughout the 

Village.  Mayor Hurley had request to look for vandals on the tree lights.  She added that 

surveillance products can be a wonderful tool.  She had asked Officer Scribner to look 

into and gather information on these products.  He added that quite a few products are 

available for police surveillance.  These units are all self contained and can hold useful 

footage.  Each unit has a battery and can be used at night.  Trustee Cox stated the City of 

Poughkeepsie has cameras in place on trouble spots.  Trustee Morse stated there were 5 

arrests at the former Bennett College during the day on a Friday.  

 

Mayor Hurley read a memo congratulating DawnMarie Klingner, Village Court Clerk, on 

her election to the NYS Magistrates & Court Clerks Association Board of Directors seat. 

 

Oil Spill-Mayor Hurley stated there is good news on the remediation.  Specifically, the 

ground water treatment system is installed in the Village Hall basement and is fully 

operational.  She added the current system behind the Village Hall will be removed next 



week.  The Village has plans for the retaining wall between the Village Hall and the 

Collomelo property.  They have 3 bids but one does not provide for the prevailing wage 

requirement.  The Mayor asked for the Board’s permission to review the other 2 bids and 

award the job in the next few days.  Trustee Morse made a motion and Trustee Cox 

seconded the motion to give the Mayor permission to move forward on the retaining wall 

bids.  All were in favor.  The Mayor stated she spoke to Dan from Chazen and he will get 

a report and inform the Board in the December meeting.  She added that the Highway 

Dept. dug a ditch for the water runoff.  Mayor Hurley stated the Village has an issue with 

the original (Tristate) contractor.  They need to move forward with a decision to pay or 

draft a document why and their concerns not to pay in full due to the pricing and quality 

of the work performed.  

 

Correspondence-Andrew and Carol Ciferri asked in a letter to have the Village plow 

Manzi Drive.  He is basing this request on the understanding the Village provides this 

service to other private drives in the Village.  Mayor Hurley offered to include in a letter 

that Cullen Lane is a Village owned parcel.  The Village will look at the historic 

influences. She added that on some of these lanes the property boundaries come to the 

lane center.  On Manzi Drive the road is owned by a property owner at the end of the lane 

and not equally by each property owner along the lane.  Johnson Lane is a Village owned 

road and the Village receives financing from CHIPS for this lane on the list.  Mayor 

Hurley stated the Board should consider if Trustee Cox has looked at the legal point of 

view.  The Village cannot maintain private property in the Village as it is stated in NYS 

law.  Mayor Hurley will draft a letter to Andrew and Carol Ciferri.  Trustee Morse added 

that this is based upon Village roads under definition and they have maintained these 

other roads for a period of time. He added the question is does the Village want to 

maintain private roads.  Trustee Cox requested the law be read verbatim into the minutes. 

Village Law 6-626 stated the “All lands within the village which have been used by the 

public as a street for ten years or more continuously shall be a street with the same force 

and effect as if it had been duly laid out and recorded as such.”  

 

Fire Alarm System-Mayor Hurley had the Board review the Hammond security 

proposal.  The proposed plan refers to the Highway garage, the waste water treatment 

facility and the Village Hall.  She added that she feels the intruder system is not needed 

since there is too much traffic in the Village Hall.  She sees the need to monitor and 

inspect the alarm system for fire and smoke detection.  Trustee Cox questioned when the 

system was put in why it was not monitored.  Mayor Hurley referred to page 11 where 

the Village can start on a lower level of monitoring. She stated the Village could handle 

the $500 fee for the fire alarm monitoring for the next 6 months in the current budget.  

Trustee Morse stated he doesn’t feel qualified to comment on this topic.  Mayor Hurley 

stated that currently neighbors hear the alarm and call the appropriate personal.  Trustee 

Morse asked Scott Osborne if the system monitoring is needed at the waste water 

treatment plant and Scott answered no.  Trustee Morse made a motion to contract with 

Hammond security for 6 months to monitor the Village Hall fire and smoke detection 

system.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.  

 



Project Updates-Mayor Hurley informed the Board the emergency action plan for 

Detrick’s dam on the Hitchcock property is available.  She also informed them that the 

plan is not for the Village Board to approve or disapprove, it is for informational 

purposes only.  Trustee Morse stated it will become part of the Village of Millbrook and 

Town of Washington’s emergency plan. 

 

Emergency Meeting-Trustee Morse stated the committee met yesterday to discuss 

problem solving and analysis.  He added that this is a moving complex subject where new 

scenarios are brought up at each meeting.  The community needs to set priorities.  Dr. 

Bill Augerson thoroughly evaluated the Village plan.  Dr. Augerson stated that despite 

the quality of the Village plan it does not fully meet with the Town of Washington’s plan.  

He would like to have another meeting with the Town of Washington’s officials.  Mayor 

Hurley stated they want to be careful about joining the plans.  Trustee Cox stated the 

plans should not be similar to the joint plan.  He added that the town’s plan must include 

the Village’s plan but not vise versa.  Trustee Cox also stated the Village’s plan should 

not include the town’s plan.  Mayor Hurley stated they are held to a memorandum of 

understanding.  The Village’s plan allows anyone to be able to follow.  She added that 

maybe the Village’s plan needs to have an appendix that addresses a regional plan.  The 

Village of Millbrook Board of Trustees wants to review this plan annually and it will be 

part of the re-organizational meeting process.  Trustee Morse stated they need to 

determine what emergencies become regional and they are attempting to cover several 

scenarios.  Trustee Morse also stated the committee is wrestling with the idea of how to 

respond to these different scenarios.  Mayor Hurley stated the plan accentuates the 

deficiencies.  She added that the plan, is quoted as far as the incidents, may be accepting 

responsibility for such an event should it occur.  Trustee Morse stated that last night they 

identified 9 town wide threats such as ice storm damage, expansive tornado damage, 

extensive flooding and road damage, loss or damage to the Village water system, fires, 

airplane crashes and nuclear fault from Traprock Quarry which is near a fault-line where 

huge amounts of earth have been removed.  He added that an influx of evacuees from 

neighboring communities and temporary housing were looked at.  They will review the 

initial letter of support.  Currently there are 30 to 40 possible providers of support of 

products and services.  Trustee Morse stated there are no future meeting dates set and no 

completion date set yet either.  

 

Trustee Cox stated there are no updates for buildings and grounds.  Trustee Morse stated 

the water committee next meeting is on Monday, November 22, 2010 at 4:30 pm.  

 

Trustee Comments-Trustee Cox inquired about the Thorne Building contract since there 

has been no communication from the Downings on the building lease.  He added the 

Board wants to do something with the building for the protection of the Village assets.  

Trustee Morse stated that in the December meeting the Board will resolve the Bennett 

and Thorne Building concerns.  

 

Water Committee-Trustee Morse stated the next meeting is scheduled for Monday, 

November 22, 2010 at 4:30 pm.  The topics will include a local geology report submitted 

by Scott Tumblety, the loss of water in the Village delivery system submitted by Emma 



Rosi-Marshall, the water usage updated by Howard Schuman, the number of 

locations/sites in the Village without water and sewer by Scott Osborne, the back-up 

aquifer committee report by Howard Schuman, the new GIS mapping by Greg Bolner 

and the Wappingers Creek Watershed Report by Frank Genova.  He added that the 

Village water supply protection #4 is on the overall Emergency Preparedness list for the 

update to the Town of Washington and Village of Millbrook Emergency preparation 

project.     

 

Public Comments-no comments 

 

Rebecca Valk began her meeting attendance at 9:00 p.m.  

 

The November 23, 2010 meeting has been cancelled.  December 3
rd

 is the tree lighting 

ceremony.  Mayor Hurley stated that she thinks Wednesday January 5
th would

 be ideal for 

the reorganization meeting to look at appointments, liaison assignments and such.  

 

Executive Session-Trustee Morse made a motion to enter into executive session to 

discuss the oil spill remediation at 9:35 and Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.  

 

Trustee Cox made a motion to exit out of executive session and Trustee Morse seconded 

at 10:40 p.m.  All were in favor.   

 

Adjourned at 10:41 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 

seconded by Trustee Cox.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda T. Wiltse 

Village of Millbrook  

Clerk/Treasurer 
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