
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes August 24, 2010 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:00 p.m. 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Whalen, Trustee Cox, Trustee 
Spagnola, Steve Lynch, Town of Washington Supervisor Florence Prisco, Councilman 
Robert Audia, Councilman Willie Murphy, Councilman Steve Turlettes, Councilman 
Michael Murphy, Highway Superintendent James Brownell and Clerk Linda Wiltse 
 
School Speed Zone-Trustee Cox opened the public hearing on the School Speed Zone 
with a motion.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor.  Trustee Cox stated the 
Board is looking to bring the School Speed Zones into compliance with the NYS Vehicle 
& Traffic Law and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.  He added that Elm 
Drive school speed zone will remain the same.  Church Street school speed zone will be 
shortened significantly due to no existing adjoining school property.  Alden Place school 
speed zone will be shortened as well due to the school proximity.  Trustee Cox reiterated 
that the zone itself is changing and not the speed to be in compliance with the Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices.  Mayor Hurley requested the public hearing remain open for a 
while longer. 
 
Village Hall Lighting-Mayor Hurley stated that the Village Court Judge has requested 
facility lighting for a finger printing area of which a quote was submitted for $250.  An 
estimate for lighting on the staircase was also submitted for $450.  Mayor Hurley 
suggested approving the request and charging the cost to the Community Center 
contractual expense line.  Trustee Cox stated he is in line with the light switch repair for 
the staircase lighting but the finger printing station may have an alternative suggestion 
that would be less costly.  He added that the Judge was looking for light fixture in the 
ceiling and perhaps the area can be lit with a lamp that would be attached to a lectern.  
The Mayor stated this request falls within the Village’s procurement policy.  She 
recommended they proceed with the light switch in hallway and stairway and that Trustee 
Cox work with the Judge on a less costly alternative.   
 
Community Day-The Community Day Committee has requested the Village remain 
their custodian for the community day funds for one more year.  This was agreed upon 
with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Shared Services Grant Sewer Project-Steve Lynch, project administrator, stated that 
the grant is well into the work.  He gave a brief review.  They have developed a bid 
request for specific sewer lines needing repair first.  The Village received numerous 
responses to the bid requests.  A trench-less piping is being used by Lash Contracting 
who was awarded the bid.  Steve stated that he and Greg Bolner, the project engineer, 
have spoken to numerous references.  Lash Contracting has made a presentation to the 
Board of Trustees.  This technology is less expensive than digging up the street to 
perform repairs to the sewer main thus allowing the Village to do more sewer line repairs.  



The Lash contract must be signed by the Village and by Lash Contracting and Lash must 
also provide the performance bond and submit a certificate of insurance.  The Mayor 
stated the Village Building Inspector also gave input on the minimum insurance 
requirements of $1,000,000 for liability.  Trustee Morse made a motion to allow the 
Mayor to sign the contract with Lash Contracting.  Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were 
in favor.  Steve stated they can start scheduling the work for September.  
 
Trenchless Technology-Steve stated this technology is less invasive and less costly than 
digging up the street for repairs. He added that since the bid is less costly the Village can 
proceed with more sewer repairs than initially anticipated.  The Mayor stated Lash 
Contracting pointed out that the Village may have problems in the laterals as well as the 
mains which are being repaired.  She added that the Board is very excited about this 
project and the new technology.  Steve stated the idea is to get started on the project and 
make sure the Board is happy with Lash Contracting and the technology and then they 
will evaluate additional work to be completed.  Mayor Hurley stated the focus of this 
project is on the sewer mains.  Councilman Willie Murphy asked if it is still the 
responsibility of the homeowner to repair the laterals.  The Mayor answered yes it is now 
but Steve added they can look into assisting in the cost of repairing laterals.  Steve stated 
they have the first reimbursement request going out tomorrow.  
 
Councilman Steve Turlettes asked if the Ciferri Drive work completed last year was part 
of the grant and the Mayor answered no.  She added that the Village did flow, smoke and 
camera testing and found that Ciferri Drive was in the worst shape.  The Village could 
not ignore the problem.  Steve Lynch stated that completing the Ciferri Drive project 
helped the Village receive the grant funding since the Village went forward with their 
own funding. 
 
Trustee Comments-Councilman Murphy asked about the sump pumps VRI has worked 
on and was told they were not related to the grant Steve Lynch is working on for the 
Village.  The sump pumps are part of the SPEDES modification permit and related to 
changes at the sewer plant.  Supervisor Prisco asked if the sump pump study has been 
completed for the entire Village and the Mayor acknowledged it had.  The Mayor 
indicated a list of sump pumps and associated tasks were in the Trustee folders.  Mayor 
Hurley also indicated the grant would cover all aspects of the sewer system, past, present 
and future. 
 
Mayor Hurley stated that she and Clerk Linda Wiltse are working diligently on the newly 
revised Village website in an attempt to make it more usable, user friendly, and a source 
of communicating directly with the public.   
 
Water Quality Committee-Mayor Hurley stated Trustee Morse will discuss the Water 
Quality Committee. Trustee Morse was asked to give an overview of the progress of the 
new Committee (WQC).  The WQC will go far beyond the scope of the Shared Services 
Grant, and may continue after grant activities are completed. Mayor Hurley indicated she 
hoped the Town would work with the Village in assessing and addressing water usage, 
protection and access, since the Village’s water source is located wholly in the Town.  



There have been two meetings of the WQC to date, one of which was a site visit to the 
Village’s water bunkers.  At this point the WQC is in the information gathering stage.  
Trustee Morse indicated the WQC is establishing a project timeline, which will end with 
a public education phase.  Mayor Hurley then indicated a sewer study similar to the WQC 
study will follow.  She emphasized one of the WQC’s goals is to find an alternative water 
source to be employed in the event the current one is not available. 
 
Court Consolidation-Mayor Hurley explained the funding of the Village court system.  
She added that the courts historically are overlapping.  The Mayor also explained the 
Town of Washington’s A & B funds.  She stated the Village residents pay for both the 
Village and Town salaries from the organization’s respective A Funds.  There is an 
overlap in the court, buildings and the Highway Department.  They have consolidation of 
the assessment office, the recreation department, the park and pool and the fire and rescue 
department.  The Town of Washington’s fire and rescue portion comes out of the fire 
fund on taxes.  
 
Mayor Hurley stated that they may want to talk about consolidation of the planning, 
zoning and building departments in the future.  The dissolution of the position of Village 
Justice and the Village Court tied to this position will become the responsibility of the 
Town of Washington as per the attached.  This is subject to a permissive referendum and 
the Village Justice term expires 12/31/2011.  The Mayor stated she has had preliminary 
discussions with Supervisor Prisco.  She added that the Town of Washington Justices and 
Judge Prisco all were in favor and thought court consolidation should have been done 
years ago.  The current Village Justice has informed the Board of Trustees that he will be 
retiring at the end of his term.  The Mayor stated that funds will be saved.  She added that 
the Village broke even last year.  The reason for this is the use a Village police officer as 
a special prosecutor causing revenue to increase.  She added that this revenue only covers 
the court costs.  Mayor Hurley stated that 75% of the Town of Washington court cases 
are dismissed since officers do not show up to court causing a loss of about $35,000.  
Supervisor Prisco stated the Town of Washington may hire a special prosecutor to 
alleviate this situation.  
 
Both boards were given information on court consolidation procedures and how funds are 
distributed if courts are consolidated.  They were also given a list ranking the courts in 
Dutchess County by fines generated.  The Mayor stated it seems to make sense to find 
ways to work together and make the most of resources and this seems a logical one to 
discuss.  Supervisor Prisco stated the Town of Washington’s Justices were not against the 
consolidation idea but they had questions on the physical plan to move the Village court 
to the Town’s court room.  Mayor Hurley stated the Town of Washington must study the 
impact and the cost of running the court, security, justice salaries and the court clerk 
hours and salary. 
 
Assuming the two courts are consolidated, the Village will save space and there will be 
fewer interruptions of Village Board of Trustees meetings.  The Recreation Department 
programs held on Tuesday evenings were also removed due to Village Court being held 
on the same evening.  The Village may use the court room for the building department, a 



police room and the Mayor’s office in the future.  This decision is up for permissive 
referendum and the Village residents may file a petition to have the consolidation issue 
placed on the ballot this fall.  Councilman Turlettes stated the distribution of money is 
clear and uncomplicated.  Mayor Hurley stated the Town court clerk must become 
familiar with the Village laws.  She added that the Village of Millerton did this a year ago 
and the Judge in the Town of Northeast stated they learned the Village laws over time.  
Trustee Whalen stated there is no reason why the Village should not pursue court 
consolidation.  
 
The Village Board recognizes that the Town of Washington will increase their burden.  
Supervisor Prisco stated that Patterns for Progress conducted a consolidation of services 
survey and the Town is very proud of the non-contractual services they share with the 
Village.  The Supervisor stated she doesn’t know how the people of the community feel 
about consolidating the courts and she doesn’t know if they should go to a referendum.  
She added that having a judge in the community is very important.  There may be 
emotional feelings about removing a Village judge.  Mayor Hurley stated they would be 
remiss if they don’t have a conversation about consolidating the courts.  The Boards will 
take back and look at the information given to them.  Rebecca Valk stated a police officer 
or an attorney can be a special prosecutor who is appointed by the Dutchess County 
District Attorney.  She added that she doesn’t believe that a constable can be a special 
prosecutor.  The reward of not having tickets dismissed is greater than the cost of having 
a special prosecutor.  Both boards will meet at the Town of Washington board meeting on 
9/9/10 to continue this discussion. 
 
Fire Tanker Truck- The Fire department used the old tanker during the recent fire at 
Country Roads Associates.  It was suggested by Jim Brownell to use the old fire tanker in 
the community rather than sell it.  He added that the Town of Washington Highway 
department and the Village sewer department could also use the tanker to clear lines.  The 
Village will hold onto as an asset and have a potentially written agreement where the 
Village will own and insure the old fire tanker but the Town of Washington will store and 
maintain it.  Jim stated that if the Village leaves the tanker as is the Fire department can 
still use it as a piece of fire equipment.  Jim added that winter weather will be a different 
story for using the old tanker for fire fighting since the Town of Washington has no 
inside storage facility for the tanker.  It will be reserve equipment and the Village doesn’t 
have to put plates on it.  Jim also stated that if only for the Town and Village use then the 
emergency lights must come off.   
 
The Mayor asked the Town Board to consider this recommendation and the Village will 
ask Rebecca to draw up a general agreement.  They will get things down on paper and 
codify.  Supervisor Prisco requested to classify the tanker as reserve equipment.  The 
tanker holds 1,500 gallons of water according to Jim Brownell.  Jim stated that the tanker 
would be useful for grass fires.  Trustee Morse stated the truck would not be available for 
approximately 6 months of the year.  Jim stated that when the temperature starts to get 
below freezing the truck will get winterized.  He added that it is not reasonable to store 
the tanker in a heated shed which is currently unavailable.  He ended by stating the Town 



and the Village does not have the facilities to store the tanker in a heated area for winter 
use. 
 
Fire Inspector-Mayor Hurley stated there was a situation recently where the Town Fire 
Inspector and their backup were unavailable so the Village Fire Inspector filled in.  
Mayor Hurley stated the Fire Inspector must be certified and she wants it in writing as a 
municipal agreement.  She added that both highway departments support each other 
constantly.  They may or may not want to hit on all of the shared services in a written 
municipal agreement.  The Mayor stated that the big item coming up is the highway 
garage facilities in the next few years.  The Mayor hopes the two boards will talk about 
combining facilities in the future.  However, the town and village highway departments 
do perform many different projects and duties and if they were to be combined they 
would still need the same number of personnel.  Rebecca will draft an agreement. 
 
Election Districts- Mayor Hurley discussed the charge backs for election costs from the 
Dutchess County Board of Elections. (DC BOE)  Trustee Morse stated he has contacted 
the DC BOE and had conversations with the Democratic and the Republican 
commissioners.  He added that there are 930 Village registered voters and the Village 
currently has 4 districts.  The Village may change the four districts into one after the 
2010 election.  Trustee Morse was informed the DC BOE will work on redistricting in 
one district for the Village starting November 3 at the DC BOE, the day after elections 
are held.  Mayor Hurley stated they are trying to eliminate and delineate who lives in the 
Village during elections.  It will become easier if the Village has its own district.  She 
added that it makes sense to pursue.  Supervisor Prisco stated the Town has only two 
voting machines.  Trustee Morse explained the new voting machine process.  Judge 
Prisco asked if the instructions and the ballot will be in English only.  Trustee Morse 
stated he will look into this and be prepared to present the information at the next board 
meeting. 
 
Mayor Hurley expressed the Village Board’s appreciation to the Town for starting the 
emergency preparedness process and she added they must finish the document.  She 
added that perhaps the Fire House can have distinctive tones for different emergencies.  
She stated the Emergency Preparedness Committee may have a booth at Community Day 
to collect information and this information will be inputted into a computer.  
  
Dog Licensing-Mayor Hurley stated that in 2003 the Village abolished animal control 
officer position.  She added that the animal control officer functions as a Town and a 
Village animal control officer which the Town pays for in their budget.  The Town must 
pass a local law on how to deal with this issue.  Supervisor Prisco stated that the Town 
Clerk Mary Alex is developing a local law.  She added that she did not think the Village 
wanted to get back into licensing dogs again.  Mayor Hurley stated that she can’t imagine 
why the Village would want to take back the licensing of dogs when they are trying to 
consolidate and make the best use of the services they provide.  Supervisor Prisco stated 
that New York State is passing costs down to the municipality.  Rebecca Valk stated she 
will take a look at drafting the local law.  
 



Mayor Hurley asked the Village Board if they had any questions or concerns for the 
Town Board.  Supervisor Prisco questioned if there were any Recreation Department 
issues.  Mayor Hurley responded that the Village Hall gymnasium makes sense and the 
Town has their Recreation office located upstairs.  She added that the administration of 
the Recreation programs are in the Town’s A fund.  The Mayor stated that Town 
residents do not contribute to the heating of the gymnasium.  This is the biggest expense 
at the Village Hall and it may be appropriate to contribute toward the heating costs by the 
Town.  She added that the Town used to pay for cleaning of the Village Hall bathrooms 
and the Recreation Department office.  It was also mentioned that they may discuss the 
Town purchasing this building.  Supervisor Prisco stated she thought about it and maybe 
the Village Court being moved over to the Town may be a consideration.  She added that 
the Town budget preparation will begin in the next few weeks.  Mayor Hurley stated she 
liked the idea of the court moving and the financial impact on the Town can offset the 
Recreation Department’s use of the Village Hall.   
 
CAC-Supervisor Prisco stated the Mayor wrote a letter to the Town in reference to a 
request of the Town Board to share the CAC as opposed to Village appointing a CAC for 
the Planning Board to use.  Supervisor Prisco stated the Town Board would be happy to 
offer the CAC as a resource to the Village Planning Board.  
 
Public Comments-Mayor Hurley asked for comments from the public since both boards 
are available for questions.  Frank Genova as member of the CAC which has 3 members 
who are Village residents stated he wanted to emphasize the CAC is an advisory 
committee with no legal or voting power.  He added that the whole group is willing to 
assist whenever called upon.  
 
Grant Proposals-Daryl Matthews questioned how far in advance a public hearing would 
need to be requested for the Town in reference to well drilling on his property.  Rebecca 
Valk answered that it is depending upon the topic since the notice date differs.  Daryl 
stated he is contemplating a well monitoring system on his property.  His application is 
being worked on.  He added that he wants to meet the eligibility requirements before he 
applies for Community Development Block Grant funds.  He also needs to schedule a 
timeline to see if the project is feasible.  Supervisor Prisco state he must have a formal 
presentation and then a public hearing would be set and then a timeline would be 
determined.  Daryl stated it has been stressed to him that all funds go to Town of 
Washington.  Secondly, if the people in the area are in a low income area and according 
to a federal map they would be compliant.  Trustee Morse asked for Daryl’s thought 
process.  Mayor Hurley suggested the property owner Christine Stroup meet with the 
Town Supervisor and see if they have enough information to put on the Town board 
agenda.  
 
Village Fire Inspector-Mayor Hurley stated that Dutchess County Personnel oversees 
our personnel.  One item of concern is the official resignation of Tim Sayles as the 
Village Fire Inspector.  Trustee Cox made a motion that the Village Board has reviewed 
and accepted Tim Sayles resignation.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor. 
 



James Brownell Jr. was formally and officially made the Village Fire Inspector with a 
motion made by Trustee Morse.  Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
Unsafe Building Hearing-Richard Golden, the hearing officer has not submitted his 
findings to the Village as of today.  Mayor Hurley stated that once the hearing officer’s 
findings are forwarded to the Village they will become public immediately.  Village 
counsel was told Mr. Golden would get out his decision this week.  The Mayor will put 
this decision on the Village website as to his recommendations.  
 
The Village Board of Trustees had no project updates to report on at this time. 
 
School Speed Zones-Mayor Hurley returned to the hearing on School Speed Zones, local 
law number 6 of 2010 changing the speed limit zones. Trustee Whalen made a motion to 
adopt local law number 6 of 2010.  Trustee Spagnola seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
Public Comments continued- 
 
Oil Spill-Al DeBonis stated that it is his understanding that phase 3 of the oil spill is 
complete. He disagrees with the water issues but it is not good enough.  He added that the 
well head is collapsing on his mother’s property and it is dangerous.  Water is flowing 
into the garage and it must be swept out.  He stated that water slopes toward his mom’s 
and it fills the property.  The Mayor asked Trustee Spagnola about his viewing of the 
water issues.  Al stated the water must be diverted to drain areas.  The Buildings and 
Grounds Board liaisons Trustees Spagnola and Cox will meet with Al tomorrow to 
alleviate the water situation.  
 
Mayor Hurley commented on the next stage of construction and she added that the 
Village council spoke to Al’s council today.  Rebecca Valk stated she will bring the 
Board up to speed in executive session.  The Board is not in a position to get numbers 
together since they need all the numbers first.  Mayor Hurley stated that perhaps Al has 
misunderstand and that after the reconstruction process is complete then a final payment 
agreement would be under viewing.  The numbers must be broken down more and if this 
is not satisfactory to the homeowners they may go to plan B.  The Mayor stated the idea 
to provide a clean slate for the homeowners to complete the project themselves.  The 
Village would rather give the homeowner the ability to complete the project.  Al stated 
we are moving into late August.  Trustee Cox stated that planting season is in the fall.  
Mayor Hurley stated they need Al’s attorney to provide a formalized letter to be put into 
record for review.  This letter must come from his legal representative.  Rebecca added 
that negotiations should be amongst the attorneys.  She recommends reaching out to his 
attorney.  Al stated that part of the problem is he is trying to deal with the same 
contractor as the Collomelo’s to save money.  The Board wants to wrap this project up as 
soon as possible according to the Mayor.  Rebecca stated the views of restoration are 
meeting at this point and she advises Al speak to his council.  
 
Daryl Matthews asked if Mr. Golden’s findings are that the buildings at Bennett must 
come down and are a hazard to the community will the Village use the Community 



Development Block Grant to abate the Bennett buildings.  This would be the elimination 
of blight on the community according to state or local law.  Daryl added that the Village 
board would receive the proposal.  Mayor Hurley stated that the Village does not own the 
Bennett property so they don’t know if they can apply for a grant.  If the property 
becomes abandoned and the Village assumed ownership then they could consider it in the 
future.  She asked why the Village would want to apply for a grant on private property at 
this time.  Daryl stated the Village has the power or capacity to clean up and then lien the 
property owner for the costs of that cleanup.  Rebecca stated this is not a viable option 
since Dutchess County will not make the Village whole.  Mayor Hurley stated she is not 
open to applying for Dutchess County funds to take care of a problem on private 
property.   
 
Daryl stated that there are other public proposals for the Thorne Building funding.  His 
project proposal is from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Community 
Development Block Grant.  Mayor Hurley stated that this section of the Village was 
denied in the past due to the income in that particular area.  Daryl referred to section 701 
and section 106 of the NYS Preservation Act.  He added that the Thorne Building located 
at the top of the hill of Franklin Avenue would enable a revitalization of the entire area 
such as a central business district.  Rebecca gave her observation that the Board needs 
more information and Daryl needs to provide a thorough presentation to make sure the 
Board is educated.  Daryl stated that time is of the essence.  
 
Supervisor Prisco informed the Boards that the wetlands public hearing date is changing 
will be available tomorrow on the Town of Washington website.  
 
Water Well Pumps & Septic Pumping-see attachment A.  Mayor Hurley stated that 
after careful research the well water pumps and septic system pumping had no mention of 
a timeframe in the previous minutes from 2003.  A Village resident inquired about the 
well water pump program.  The resident is asking the Board to reimburse on a well water 
pump on Linden Lane.  The resident explained her situation and that her water pressure is 
very low.  She added that she has had a plumber in and he needs to pull the pump.  Mayor 
Hurley read a letter sent out in February 2005 from Mayor Briggs.   
 
Mayor Hurley asked the Board to entertain the policy to replace this water well pump.  
Trustee Cox stated the Board doesn’t know the problem and it could be many different 
issues besides a broken water well pump.  Mayor Hurley stated she feels the Board has to 
be bound by this former law if it is found to be a nonworking pump.  She added that in 
the past VRI has ordered the well water pump on behalf of the Village.  All of the Board 
was in agreement as to replace the pump and have a plumber write up what was wrong 
with the old pump.  The Mayor informed the Village resident that this topic was on the 
agenda recently and questions have risen.  She added that there is a good chance the 
policy will be overturned.  These residents don’t contribute to the water fund since they 
don’t receive water services.  Septic system pumping is a different story since Sewer 
Benefit Assessment (SBA) is being paid to benefit the sewer system at 33 1/3 % and this 
seems fair to pump septic systems.   
 



Audit of Bills. 
 
Executive session –Trustee Spagnola made a motion to enter into executive session to 
discuss possible litigation issues at 10:30 p.m.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in 
favor.   
 
Trustee Cox made a motion to exit out of executive session at 12:08 p.m.  Trustee Morse 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Adjourned at 12:10 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Spagnola.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Clerk/Treasurer 


