
Village of Millbrook 

Board of Trustees 

Minutes August 10, 2010 

 

Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 

 

In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Whalen, Trustee Cox, Trustee 

Spagnola, Attorney Rebecca Valk and Clerk Linda Wiltse 

 

Fire Department-The Mayor spoke to Chief Ted Bownas who hoped to be here tonight.  

The Mayor thanked the Fire Department for their effort in fighting the fire at Country 

Road Associates.  She added that the Board is sorry for the devastating loss for the 

business and property owners.  She also thanked the neighboring Fire Departments who 

helped keep the fire under control and contained.  Mayor Hurley expressed her 

appreciation of the other lots abutting the fire being saved and she was very impressed.   

 

Chief Ted Bownas stated the Fire Fighters exemplary training made them work so 

efficiently.  The Mayor stated that the Village is keeping the old fire tanker in the 

community and that the night of the fire it was brought into service as well as the Scott 

Packs.  The Chief thanked the community for their comments and support as well as the 

Village.  Mayor Hurley added that she thought it would be appropriate to send a letter of 

support from the community in the fire at Country Road Associates.  Chief Ted Bownas 

commented that if the incident had been bigger a letter of support may be appropriate.  

The Mayor stated that the Board may send a letter of thanks.  She added that the Dover 

ladder truck was very impressive.  She also suggested that a ladder truck would be very 

helpful on Franklin Avenue fires to hit the fire from the top of the building with a ladder 

truck. 

 

Matthew Rochfort stated he is in the process of acquiring quotes to dig up the in ground 

heating fuel tank located at the fire house.  He added he is waiting on a third quote.  

Matthew stated the Fire Department won’t be using the Village Highway Departments 

services.  Matthew stated they will be using two 330 gallon tanks which will be installed 

inside the Fire House.  Mayor Hurley stated that the Village will need a closer report 

from the NYS DEC since the tank in the ground is over 1,000 gallons.  Matthew 

answered that this report is included in the bids received so far.  Bob Collocola stated the 

Village must include the paperwork and reports and that the Village will no longer have 

to test or file any reports with the NYS DEC since it becomes an unregistered site once 

the project is completed.  

 

Mayor Hurley confirmed the Fire Department will hold their annual chicken barbecue on 

Community Day.  She added that this can put on the Village website.  Matthew reminded 

everyone that they do the barbeque in the fire house since weather may be an issue as in 

the past and they found it works best.   



Highway Department-See attachment A. Bob Collocola asked if anyone sees any low 

lying branches to please let the Highway Department know if they are blocking any 

signs.  Mayor Hurley asked the Board’s opinion on whether in the past residents were 

responsible for trimming branches encroaching on their property.  Especially if the 

branches are encroaching on roofs or are dangerous and hanging over the sidewalk.  She 

added that it may be dangerous to trim branches located on private property so this task 

may be the responsibility of the home owner.  Trustee Cox referred to case law where 

home owners may trim any branches hanging over their own property.  The Board will 

work with the Highway Department for setting policy on this issue in writing.  Bob added 

that there is liability if the Highway Department goes on private property.  

 

Mayor Hurley inquired about future plans for sidewalk repairs.  Bob responded by stating 

he will see when Nine Partners Lane paving is complete.  He added that they want to do a 

couple of sections in September and October.  Bob also stated he wants to pave on 

Bennett and Merritt Avenue using similar materials to the Nine Partners Lane.  Trustee 

Morse added that this means similar materials used in phase 1 on Nine Partners Lane.  

Bob added that he will give an idea of the cost to the Board.    

 

Police Department-See attachment B. Officer Scribner stated he is looking for approval 

to purchase a new desktop computer for $1,000.  He added that he found on the OGS 

website a desktop computer costing $923 with 500 gigs of memory.  Mayor Hurley asked 

for the Board’s comments after which the purchase was authorized.  

 

Officer Scribner also requested authorization to purchase a radar unit priced for under 

$700 through the OGS website.  The Mayor asked for background information on the 

requested purchase.  Officer Scribner stated the Village currently has two radar units.  

One was purchased two years ago and the other is older than 15 years old.  Radar units 

must be certified each year and the older unit may not pass this year but he will try to 

send it to Albany for certification.  Both units are mounted in the car according to Trustee 

Cox.  Officer Scribner stated that the unit he would like to purchase is made by MPH 

Industry Falcon HR is the model number for the hand held unit.  Mayor Hurley asked if 

all of the police officers are radar certified and Officer Scribner answered yes.  Officer 

Scribner stated that this purchase was approved through the budget and the unit selected 

costs less money than budgeted.  Trustee Morse asked about the resell value of the oldest 

radar unit and Officer Scribner responded that it has no resell value.  Trustee Cox added 

that old electronics has no resell value.  Trustee Cox stated the benefit to a hand held unit 

over a mounted unit is that it can be away from the police car for use.  He added that it is 

safer for the officers where parking is unavailable for traffic coming from the opposite 

direction.  Trustee Cox stated that it is a good buy if on OGS and is also less than the 

Village budgeted for.  The Mayor stated that she hopes visibility helps slow people down.  

 

Officer Scribner commented on the Community Day meeting and that the Police 

Department will have a table with child identification kits including finger printing and 

photos.  Officer Scribner stated that parents maintain and hold the child information 

accumulated through the use of these kits.  He added that they purchased Halloween 



safety books to hand out as well.  Mayor Hurley commented on the police officers 

manning the table to interact with residents.  

 

Mayor Hurley stated that representatives from the Millbrook Central School District, the 

Village of Millbrook, the Town of Washington and the American Legion attended a 

meeting today to discuss rededicating a plaque to be housed on school property.  The 

ceremony may be expanded to involve the school bands, the Fire Department and the 

Rescue Squad.  Chief Ted Bownas requested the information before the first Thursday in 

November.   

 

Water/Sewer Department-Scott Osborne see attachment C. Mayor Hurley stated that 

the water usage was unusually high this July due to the fire and the water leak on 

Franklin Avenue.  They both required a huge amount of water usage.  She was very 

pleased with how the water system held up under circumstances beyond the Village’s 

control.  Mayor Hurley stated the Village received correspondence requesting the 

purchase and replacement of plugged filters but the Village cannot make such purchases 

under circumstances beyond their control.   Bob stated he wants to look into replacing the 

valve at the triangle area on Franklin Avenue.  Scott Osborne stated he will look at the 

possibility of replacing this valve.  Mayor Hurley stated that the Village was prepared to 

replace the valve that day but they did not have to.  Scott added that there are two valves 

at the triangle and no other valve to the Bennett area.  

 

EFC Grant Aeration Tank Replacement-Mike Fanning of the Chazen Company gave 

the updates on the project.  Mike stated that the buy America requirement may be an 

issue.  He added that at the start of the project all of the vendors replied that they used 

American products as requested at the bid stage.  Mike also added that the state is asking 

for specific street information for the American made product manufacturers.  He stated 

that some materials have been delivered.  Proof that the blowers were made in America 

will be provided by the manufacturer within the next couple of days.  Mike reminded the 

Board that 5% of the materials for this project can be made in other countries for such 

items as electronic wiring.  The big ticket items must be substantially made here in the 

United States.  The blowers are being shipped from Houston and may be 2-3 weeks out 

before work can begin.  Mike stated that they have met with Ken Sabia of VRI on how to 

stage things so the plant can still operate during construction.  He added that there is a 

small change order for the piping that is so small he will not submit a change order 

request.  Mayor Hurley stated that if 95% of the materials for this project are not made in 

the U.S. then the Village can loose the grant funding.  Mike stated NYS has hired another 

engineering firm to audit the grant work.  David Bacon wage laws must be complied with 

in this grant.  The engineers will also look carefully at the equipment.  Mike stated an 

electrical engineer is trying to work with Central Hudson on the project and they can 

work around them for the time being.  He ended by stating that specifics of routing power 

to the other side of the facility are required.     

 

Clerk-See attachment D.  Clerk Linda Wiltse stated that all interest has been posted and 

this is reflected in the bank balances sheet the Board has been submitted.  She also stated 

that the Village has Village taxes still to be collected totaling approximately $72,000.  



This figure includes taxes, sewer benefit assessments and relevies.  The Clerk requested 

the July 2010 minutes be approved at the next meeting with all recommended 

amendments completed.  The Clerk stated that sales tax was received from Dutchess 

County for $12,468.64 which is ahead of the projected revenue for sales tax.  She also 

stated the CHIPS capital reimbursement balance is $61,476.06.  The Clerk submitted the 

revenue and expense control reports.   

 

Water BAN Payment-Clerk Linda Wiltse requested the Board to pass a resolution to 

pay the principal and interest in full for the $80,000 Water Improvement BAN.  Trustee 

Cox made a motion to transfer $45,000 from the Water Improvement BAN and $35,000 

from the F fund balance to the Principal Water BAN payment line item and to transfer 

$1,800 from the F fund balance to the Interest Water BAN payment line item.  Trustee 

Morse seconded.  All were in favor.   

 

Statutory Installment Bonds-Clerk Linda Wiltse requested the Board of Trustees 

approve the lending institution for the two statutory installment bonds for the Scott Packs 

and the new Highway Dump truck.  She stated that three quotes were requested.  The first 

quote submitted was from Salisbury Bank for 2.80 % fixed for the term for both items.  

The Scott packs bond quote was requested for a 4 year term and the Highway truck quote 

was requested for a three year term.  The next quote was received from the Bank of 

Millbrook for 1.95% for the Scott Packs and 1.85% for the Highway truck.   

The third quote was requested from the Mahopac National Bank who declined to submit 

a bid.  Trustee Cox made a motion to accept the Bank of Millbrook’s quote for the 

statutory installment Bonds for the Scott Packs and the Highway truck.  Trustee Whalen 

seconded.  All were in favor.  

 

The Clerk stated that Mark Molinaro’s office will be sending a representative on 

Thursday, August 12, 2010 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Village Hall.  They will be 

available to discuss NYS government reform. 

 

Shared Services Grant-Mayor Hurley stated that Lash Contracting was the low bidder 

using an alternative technology that does not require digging up the street.  They were 

awarded the bid.  She added that there should be an interruption of service for only one 

day.  Using the alternate technology will allow the Village to double the work that can be 

completed.  Congressman Murphy had representatives at the Town of Washington today 

who were asking about the Village’s infrastructure.   

 

Trustee Cox stated that part of the bid was excluded since there is a dip in a section of the 

pipe on Maple Avenue.  This dip is where solids will or could potentially clog the pipe.  

Trustee Cox stated he wants to complete the project before the school year begins since 

Maple Avenue is heavily used by school traffic.  Steve recommended the new technology 

and the company who is doing the job.  

 

Correspondence-Mayor Hurley stated she received letters from the Tribute Gardens and 

also met with George Whalen Jr. recently.  In the past, Tribute Gardens has donated 

funds to the Thorne Building to facilitate the Thorne Building but the plan failed by the 



Village resident’s referendum vote.  The Mayor added that the past donation had 

restrictions on it for use in handicap access, bathrooms and an elevator.  The recent letters 

authorize the Village to take $50,000 and redirect the fund for lighting on the Village 

green and on upper Franklin Avenue.  The letter also authorizes the redirecting of 

$15,000 for tree replacement and stump grinding. 

 

Oil Spill-Mayor Hurley stated the oil spill is closer to the backfill process being 

completed.  She added that phase 3 is now being reviewed by Rebecca Valk and Rebecca 

will meet with Allan Rappleyea who represents the two homeowners affected by the spill.  

The Mayor added that she is hoping on the August 27th the Board can discuss numbers 

and the Board will discuss this in executive session.  Phase 3 includes finished 

excavation, restoration of part of the top soil and finish grades need to be completed 

according to Chris Collomelo.  The Mayor stated she will call Chazen about these issues 

since she was under the impression the work was completed.  Chris stated he spent the 

morning laying out pipe locations.  Trustee Cox stated the stakes and grades are okay but 

work needs to be done.  

 

Speed Zone-Trustee Cox stated the Board wants to move forward on the school speed 

zones so there are in line with Vehicle & Traffic and the Uniform Traffic laws.  One 

addition to section 220-35 is Church Street.  The speed limit of 25 miles per hour and the 

location of the speed zone 300 feet each way of the school district driveway need to be 

included in the code.  Alden Place’s speed limit of 25 miles per hour and within 300 feet 

of the property line of the Millbrook Central School District will shorten up the speed 

zone.  All Village streets are 30 miles per hour unless otherwise specified.  

 

Trustee Comments-Trustee Morse stated the Water Quality Committee’s first meeting 

was very productive.  He added that the second meeting the committee had a field trip to 

the Village’s water source and visited the seven water bunkers which are all in use.  

Trustee Morse stated that three are under construction at this time.  The committee also 

visited the pump houses.  Ken Scherrieble gave a briefing of the Village’s water system 

during the field trip.  

 

Trustee Morse asked Trustee Cox to reconsider painting a new cross walk in the middle 

of Friendly Lane near the Library entrance for the sake of providing a more safe crossing 

area for young children.  This request originated with Nancy Rogers, Library Director.  

Trustee Cox concurred with the need for safe crossing areas.  

 

Right of Way-Trustee Morse stated a new exploratory project is in motion that involves 

potential Village lanes into formal Village streets.  He added that the objective is to 

increase the amount of Village roads enabling the Village to request more CHIPS 

funding.  The Village may convert right of ways into formal Village streets.  Trustee 

Morse asked the Village historian, Dave Greenwood, about the history of these roads 

including Pilgrim Way, lower Pilgrim Way, Cullen and Velletri.  Lower Pilgrim Way 

was modeled after an English model called City Beautiful Movement to hide the trash 

pickup, commerce and local coal deliveries.  The Village Highway Department plows the 



snow and picks up the brush on these lanes.  These services have been provided on lanes 

equaling 650 feet of roads.   

 

Trustee Cox asked if the Village has the rights of way.  He also questioned if the Village 

should be maintaining private property.  Trustee Morse stated that they must find proof of 

the Village owned right of way and that the lanes are not private property.  Mayor Hurley 

stated that if the lanes are privately owned then the Village should consider whether to 

provide services to those streets.  Trustee Whalen commented on fee ownership.  He 

stated that the Village owns to the middle of the street then the Village owns the bed of 

the street.  The question is who is responsible for maintenance and upkeep.  Trustee Cox 

stated that perhaps the deeds need changing.  

 

Daryl Matthews inquired about the Village ordinance on streets and sidewalks.  Mayor 

Hurley stated that these streets are not duly noted.  The Mayor added that the owners are 

responsible for snow removal but the Village provides this service.  She also added that 

the maintenance is the Village’s responsibility.  Daryl asked if a tree damages a sidewalk 

then the Village may be responsible.  Daryl questioned if the exploratory project will take 

these lanes and convert them into Village roads.  The Mayor responded that the Board is 

not necessarily setting a goal to obtain these roads for ownership.  

 

Election District-Trustee Morse stated the Village currently has four election districts in 

the Village proper.  He added that they cannot identify easily who belongs in what 

district.  The Village has approached Dave Gamache, at the Dutchess County Board of 

Election on setting the Village into one district.  He informed the Board that by New 

York State Law it was not allowed to change any districts in years ending in 7 through 0, 

as in 2007 -2010.  

 

Miscellaneous-Mayor Hurley stated the Board has researched the parcels in the Village 

that pay the sewer benefit assessment (SBA) but do not receive sewer services.  They are 

taxed at 33% of assessment and cannot be excluded from this SBA tax.  Mayor Hurley 

stated she feels the need to offer septic pumping service to these residents.  She added 

that the water pumps provided are needed and the Village has not raised taxes in the 

water fund.  Those not receiving water services are not taxed since they are not receiving 

a quarterly bill.  

 

Mayor Hurley has come up with new liaison teams and she encourages each board 

member to meet with their co-liaison.  The Employee Handbook has been copied and 

distributed and each liaison should meet with their departments.  

 

Public Comments-Daryl Matthews asked if the Village counsel works on the Village 

records.  He read the proposal submitted to the state that was denied.  He added that there 

was no mention of access to Village public records by law and no mention of records 

custodian in the proposal.  Daryl asked the Village counsel regarding the NYS open 

public records act.  The Mayor implied that Village records are open to the public.  She 

added that the Clerk is the records access officer.  Daryl stated the Village asked for 

$17,000 which was not adequate for what the record room needs.  The Mayor stated each 



box should be labeled permanent or 6 years.  Daryl asked to meet with the Mayor so a 

new grant proposal can be clearly written.  The Mayor deferred to the Clerk Linda Wiltse 

for Daryl to meet with on this topic.  

 

Future Meetings-The next meeting held on August 24
th

 will be a joint meeting with the 

Town of Washington for shared agreement of the old fire tanker truck, the use of the 

Village Hall and to discuss the court systems.  The Town of Washington is agreeable to 

attend the meeting.   

 

On August 30th the Water Quality Committee will meet to assign tasks for the grant and 

long term tasks not included in the grant funding.   

 

On September 11
th
 Community Day will be held and the Village Police Department will 

have a table set up.  The Village Board will have an emergency preparedness table.  Bob 

Collocola stated the Highway Department will close Church Street and they will leave 

additional street barricades out for use throughout the day. 

 

 

The next regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting will be held on September 14
th
.  

 

Central Hudson sent a letter to the Village asking for utility easement notification from 

the Village Planning Board and the letter also stated that utility pole decorative 

attachments must have prior approval.  

 

Audit of the Bills. 

 

Executive Session-The Mayor asked for a motion to enter into executive session to 

discuss the Police Chief position, oil spill restoration settlement and VFW lease.  Trustee 

Morse made a motion to enter into executive session at 10:13 p.m.  Trustee Spagnola 

seconded. All were in favor. 

 

Trustee Morse made a motion to exit out of executive session at 11:17 p.m.  Trustee 

Whalen seconded.  All were in favor. 

 

Adjourned at 11:20 p.m.with a motion made by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 

seconded by Trustee Whalen.  All were in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Linda T. Wiltse 

Village of Millbrook  

Clerk/Treasurer 


