
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes June 22, 2010 
 
Call to Order by Mayor Hurley at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Whalen, Trustee Cox, Attorney 
Rebecca Valk and Clerk Linda Wiltse 
 
Trustee Appointment-Mayor Hurley appointed Joseph J. Spagnola Jr. to Village 
Trustee.  She added that he has served on the Village Planning Board.  The Clerk Linda 
Wiltse gave the oath of office.  The Mayor stated this Trustee position term ends at the 
end of 2010 and will be up for election in November.  She added that she will contact 
those who expressed interest in this Trustee position and will be asking them to 
contribute time to issues before the Village.  Mayor Hurley informed those in attendance 
that pairs of Trustees will be liaisons to each Village department.   
 
Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan-Mayor Hurley stated that Village 
decided to revisit its own Emergency Management Plan after working on the Town of 
Washington’s.  Trustee Cox worked hard on this plan for the Village as stated by the 
Mayor.  Trustee Cox stated that this plan is a guideline for the Village to follow in certain 
emergencies and cannot possibly address every issue that could occur.  Trustee Cox 
added that he found the last time a plan was put in place was in 1990 and it was only 2-3 
pages including inventories.  This amended version is broader in scope and has a plan of 
action.  Also included in the 80 pages are the telephone numbers and the inventory of 
useful equipment for our community and surrounding communities.  He added that it 
takes into account many variables compared to the previous plan.  The plan will be 
reviewed and updated on an annual basis.  
 
Trustee Morse reported on the joint committee and their progress on the emergency 
preparedness plan.  He stated that Mike Murphy chairs the committee.  He added that Jim 
Brownell who is the Town of Washington’s Highway Superintendent is a member and 
the Town of Washington’s Supervisor, Fussy Prisco is also a member.  Trustee Morse 
stated that Bob Mahoney who is a FBI agent has been a valued consultant.  He added that 
Dr. Bill Augerson is also a consultant.  Trustee Morse stated that this plan is 2 years in 
the making.  He added that the committee hopes to hold a public education element this 
fall or winter.  He ended by stating that the next step for the committee after the chains of 
command is established, is to get commitments from those in the area who can provide 
emergency assets such as housing, machines and equipment support.  
 
Mayor Hurley asked for a motion to accept the Village’s Emergency Management Plan.  
Trustee Whalen made a motion to accept the Plan.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in 
favor.  The Mayor stated that the adoption date will be noted in the front of the handbook. 
 



Oil Spill-Mayor Hurley referred the Board to the NYSDEC stipulation agreement. (see 
attached)  It is a legal binding document agreed to by all of the parties involved.  She 
asked the Board for the authority to enter into this agreement with the NYSDEC.  Trustee 
Whalen made a motion to give the Mayor the authority to enter into the stipulation 
agreement with the DEC.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor.  The Mayor stated 
that this agreement opens up a schedule for phase 3.  She stated that the Village Hall 
property was phase 1.  The bulk of the Colomello property was phase 2 and rest of the 
Colomello property and the Debonis property are phase 3.  The Village has relocated the 
Colomello’s sewer line temporarily.  The Mayor added that the Debonis property does 
not need the sewer line relocated.  The Village has continued the backfilling of soil.  One 
additional day of drilling is needed to test the east side of the Village Hall plus the rear 
area to double check the spill locations as well as ground water flows.  See attachment A.  
 
Nine Partners Lane Weight Limit-The Mayor began by stating that local law updates 
must be sent to the Dutchess County Planning Department for a 30 day review.  See 
attached.  This proposed law is to amend Section 220-43 of the Village code to establish 
a weight limit for trucks traveling over Nine Partners Lane.  The weight limit on Nine 
Partners Lane is in part to protect the investment of repaving the road.  Rebecca Valk 
stated that this local law is based on the recommendation of Trustee Cox.  Trustee Morse 
questioned if through traffic was affected by this law.  Trustee Cox stated this law does 
not affect local deliveries and the weight limit signage will state that exception.  Mayor 
Hurley requested the Board set a public hearing date for July 13, 2010 for this weight 
limit law on Nine Partners Lane.  Trustee Morse introduced this law and set the public 
hearing date for July 13, 2010.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor.  See 
attachment D. 
 
General Business District Zoning-Mayor Hurley offered a new chapter covering mixed 
use buildings in the general business district.  This law is to create a new 230-42.2 
“Mixed use buildings within the general business zone”.  She added that the current code 
does not speak to the issue of allowing smaller residential occupancy for the second floor 
units.  This would cover 0-3 bedroom units with 0 equaling a studio apartment.  The 
square footage is stipulated in this section for these units.  Rebecca Valk stated that the 
code’s proposed wording is for small family dwelling since they are not included in the 
current code. She added that at the July 27, 2010 meeting the Board will hold a public 
hearing.  Trustee Spagnola asked if this law addresses multi housing/dwellings so if one 
apartment is permitted then one apartment would be allowed.  He was told yes by 
Rebecca Valk.  Andrew Ciferri asked if this law affected parking in the general business 
district.  Mayor Hurley stated that parking is a separate issue and this Thursday, June 24, 
2010 the Planning Board and the Board of Trustees will look at parking issues further.  
She added that parking and signage may be volatile issues and therefore require further 
discussion.  Trustee Whalen introduced the mixed use building second floor occupancy 
for public hearing to be held on July 27, 2010.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.  
See attachment B. 
 
Violations causing Planning Board application denial-Mayor Hurley stated the Board 
has reviewed the zoning in which the wording is close to the Town of Washington. See 



attached.  This law is to create a new 230-58.2 “Compliance with the zoning law for 
certain Village actions”.  Rebecca Valk stated this law will stop an application before the 
Planning Board if the applicant has an existing violation on the same property.  She 
added that this would create a procedure that if a written notice is given stating the 
violation then the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals and/or the Building 
Department must reject an application.  Rebecca Valk added that an exception may exist 
if an approved application is needed to cure the violation.  The Zoning Administrator 
would make or permit to make an exception if there is no dispute between the violation 
and the application.  Rebecca Valk stated this law needs to go to the Dutchess County 
Planning Department with a 30 day waiting period for their review.  Howard Schuman 
asked if this law is applicable to the former Bennett College location.  Rebecca Valk 
responded by stating that the former Bennett College location is a building code violation 
and not a zoning code violation.  Trustee Whalen offered this law for a public hearing to 
be held on July 27, 2010. Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.  See attachment C.  
 
Nine Partners Lane Paving-Mayor Hurley stated that the competitive advertisement for 
the paving of Nine Partners Lane is not required since one company was awarded the 
contract for all highway products.  This bid was part of the original bids with the Town of 
Washington as a package deal.  She went on to state it will be $10,000 to skim the rough 
sections of the road.  Jim Brownell informed the Mayor they must use caution when snow 
plowing.  The Village expects to get a 10 year life from the moto-paving.  The Mayor 
added it will cost $136,000 for the oil and chip and it is recommended to follow up every 
6-8 years with a sealer.  She also stated that the skimming is done about one month 
before the moto-paving in an ideal process.  The Clerk, Linda Wiltse, read the CHIPS 
balance to aid the Board in the decision making process.  Mayor Hurley stated the Board 
wants to designate fund balance to Village capital projects such as road paving in the 
future.  Trustee Morse and Trustee Cox stated they are in favor of paving Nine Partners 
Lane to provide for safety.  Trustee Cox wants to see the project completed while school 
is not in session.  Mayor Hurley stated that traffic counters may aid in deciding the best 
time to pave the road.  They need to know when there is the least impact on traffic and 
road use.  Mayor Hurley stated that the Village has $110,000 in fund balance and the use 
of CHIPS funds to complete the project on Nine Partners Lane.  Trustee Cox questioned 
whether they should wait until the weight limit is in place.  Mayor Hurley stated that they 
will schedule the skim work which fills in the low areas of the road.  This skim work 
must sit a month before the next phase can begin.  She added that the Village can proceed 
with this part of the project.  Trustee Cox stated that it makes sense to proceed with the 
patchwork.  Trustee Morse made a motion to proceed with the skim work on Nine 
Partners Lane.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor.  Mayor Hurley stated that 
Peckham Materials will complete the project.  Trustee Spagnola inquired about the 
project completion date and the Mayor stated that it would be complete approximately on 
August 31, 2010.  Andrew Ciferri stated that the Village should address the wash out 
onto Nine Partners Lane from Johnson Lane and the Weeden’s driveway before the road 
is resurfaced.  
 
Miscellaneous-Trustee Cox asked if Andrew Ciferri had contacted the Highway 
Department about the gravel near Marona’s Market on Front Street that needed removing 



since it could be hazardous.  Andrew Ciferri responded by stating no since he was 
waiting to see if the Highway Department addressed the issue on their own.  He added 
that he will notify the Clerk’s Office in the future if he sees dangerous issues in the 
Village.  The Mayor stated she will speak to the Highway Department on this issue and 
explained that they have been concentrating on the oil spill this week.   
 
Mayor Hurley stated that the Church Street water drainage issue will be addressed when 
the blacktop for the skim area is delivered.   
 
Andrew Ciferri inquired about the parking issues on Saturdays during the Farmer’s 
Market.  The Mayor responded by stating that the Police foot patrol has been effective.  
Scott Tumblety may relocate the Farmer’s Market to the upper part of Franklin Avenue.  
She added that this will be discussed on Thursday, June 24, 2010 during the joint meeting 
with the Millbrook Business Association (MBA) in attendance.  Scott Tumblety stated 
that there is a lot of activity on Saturdays and he feels it is unfair for the Farmer’s Market 
to be targeted since it is a thriving area.  He added that he will get a handle on the vendor 
parking to minimalize the parking issues.  Mayor Hurley stated that the Village Police are 
checking for safety issues.  She added that if anyone sees a situation arise the police can 
be dispatched.  Trustee Cox stated that patrons of the market can be approached by Scott 
Tumblety to find vehicle owners and make the situation safe.  This is a preferred response 
rather than ticketing and leaving the unsafe situation still existing.  The Mayor brought up 
the idea of signs drawing people to other businesses and toward other parking areas.  She 
added that the Farmer’s Market may have outgrown its current location.  Trustee Morse 
added that parking for those working and living in the area are also affected.  Scott 
Tumblety stated that the next big weekend for the Farmer’s Market is July 4th.  The 
Mayor asked Scott Tumblety to provide link information for the Farmer’s Market to the 
Clerk Linda Wiltse so it can be posted on the Village website. 
 
Village Crosswalks-Trustee Morse stated that he has been gathering safety information 
in reference to pedestrians in crosswalks.  He added that often walkers are being ignored 
when in crosswalks.  Trustee Cox added that vehicles must yield to those already in the 
crosswalk as opposed to those just stepping off of the curb into the crosswalk.  Trustee 
Morse stated he has researched federal laws on the internet and all sources searched 
indicate that the more visible the crosswalk is, the safer it is.  John Cummings of the NYS 
Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) informed Trustee Morse that solid white 
crosswalks are illegal. Trustee Morse stated that Franklin Avenue is a NYS roadway so 
the Village would need New York State’s permission to change the crosswalks.  Trustee 
Cox stated that crosswalks must be standardized.  He offered crosswalk signs on the side 
of the road may be a helpful alternative.        
 
Septic Pumping and Water Pumps-Mayor Hurley stated that having the septic systems 
pumped and water pumps installed for those Village residents unable to receive 
municipal services is an appropriate, fair and equitable service.  Trustee Spagnola asked 
how many residents were affected by this service.  Trustee Cox answered approximately 
30.  He added that the Village needs to spell out specifically what the Village is 
responsible for.  Andrew Ciferri stated that the Village, by past policy, is responsible for 



pumping out septic systems every 5 years.  He added that Tim Race has an agreement 
with the Village to dump into the sewer plant giving the Village a cost savings. This can 
be done once a month or 12 times per year without affecting the SPEDES permit.  The 
agreement also was to provide this service for $100 per pump.  Andrew Ciferri added that 
residents have to excavate to the septic tank top.  The Mayor stated that there are very 
few requests for these services and the Clerk Linda Wiltse keeps records of these 
requests.  She questioned Howard Schuman about how often he is pumping out his septic 
system.  Howard Schuman answered that he pumps it out every 3 years since his septic 
system is quite small.  Trustee Spagnola stated that liability may be an issue for the 
Village, the property owner and the taxpayers.  He added that the Board should consider 
incorporating liability issues into the new law.  Andrew Ciferri stated that water pumps 
would be replaced if a homeowner’s pump failed.  He added that the Village will pay for 
the pump only and not the labor required for the installation of the water pump.  He also 
added that a pump would be replaced once every ten years by the Village.  The Mayor 
stated she will research this issue in other municipalities.  She ended by asking the Board 
of Trustees to contemplate if this is an appropriate policy for those who do not have 
access to municipal water/sewer services.  
 
Employee Handbook-see attached.  Mayor Hurley read the benefit portion of the 
handbook.  She also read the vacation time amendments and asked for the Board’s input. 
No response was given in reference to this section.  Andrew Ciferri questioned if 12 sick 
days per year were given in the beginning of the fiscal year.  The Mayor stated yes they 
are.  Andrew Ciferri stated that the Village may want to require a doctor’s note if an 
employee is out 3 days or more.  The Mayor stated that the current handbook has a 
doctor’s note requirement included in it and it may be added back into this new 
handbook.  She added that she can see adding a remedy for using a sick day not yet 
earned.  The remedy will be sought for time used and not earned at the time of separation 
from Village employment.  Mayor Hurley stated that the Board of Trustees will continue 
to encourage volunteer work in the Fire and Rescue Departments.  
 
The Mayor recommended doing away with health insurance coverage for retirees.  The 
Village will grandfather in those already enrolled in a supplemental health insurance 
plan.  Trustee Spagnola stated he does not feel the Village should continue to provide this 
service.  The Mayor, Trustee Whalen, and Trustee Morse agreed to take out the retiree 
health insurance coverage.   
 
Health insurance see the attached as read by Mayor Hurley.  Trustee Cox stated that the 
line has been crossed from private to public industry where the employee contributes to 
their health insurance plan.  The Mayor recommended decreasing the family dental plan 
and perhaps providing 6 months notice for this change.  The Village will only pay for 
single coverage for the employee and the employee will be required to pay for a family 
plan.  She added that this is a sensitive area.  The Mayor stated that at budget time the 
Board assumed the dental family plan would be phased out.  Trustee Whalen stated the 
Village has a nice package offered now and if the Village can do this he wants to 
continue the currently offered plan.  The Mayor stated the Board budgeted $70,000 this 
year for health insurance.  Trustee Morse stated the current trends are unfortunate.  



Mayor Hurley stated that the Board will phase out of the family dental plan and as they 
proceed through the year they will revisit this topic.  Trustee Whalen stated that the 
dental coverage is a luxury item.  He added that if health insurance is not provided by the 
Village then it is hard to be able to afford as an individual.  Trustee Cox stated that the 
Board should hold the health insurance as is for now and see how they make out with the 
current budget.   
 
Mayor Hurley read the bereavement leave of absence section as attached.  Trustee Morse 
suggested that an employee may take up to 5 days thus not making it mandatory to take 
all 5 days.  The Mayor stated that the employee handbook is a guide and will be used to 
apply all items listed fairly.  She added that the Board can visit the employee handbook at 
any time during the year.  Rebecca Valk stated that the language stating the handbook is 
subject to change by the Board of Trustees at any time should be listed in each 
appropriate paragraph.  Rebecca Valk added that it should be noted on the employee 
handbook the specific date it is adopted so amendments in the future are clearly following 
this adoption date.  The Mayor ended by stating that each Board member will receive the 
employee handbook amendments for their review.  See attachment E. 
 
Mayor Hurley discussed up and coming meetings.  On Thursday, June 24, 2010 at 7:30 
pm the Planning Board and the Board of Trustees will hold a joint meeting on parking 
issues and the MBA representatives Paula Redmond and Robert Campbell were invited to 
attend.  On Tuesday, June 29, 2010 the unsafe building appeal will be held at the Fire 
House at 6:30 pm.  After the hearing is concluded, both parties will have two weeks to 
submit additional information to the hearing officer.  The hearing officer then will have 6 
weeks to submit his findings to the Board of Trustees. 
 
BANs-The Clerk Linda Wiltse submitted quotes for the $250,000 and the $300,000 
BANs. The Mayor stated that both quotes were for 1.5%.   One quote was from Salisbury 
Bank and the other was from the Bank of Millbrook.  The Clerk added that M&T Bank 
declined to submit a bid.  A motion to accept the Bank of Millbrook’s bid of 1.5 % for 
the $250,000 BAN was made by Trustee Whalen.  Trustee Morse seconded.  Trustee Cox 
abstained since he has a family member employed by the Bank of Millbrook. 
 
Mayor Hurley stated that the $300,000 note may be combined with a current note of 
$190,000 making it impossible to pay back within 5 yrs.  Therefore it will take a longer 
period of time to repay this larger sum. See the attached quotes.  Mayor Hurley 
recommended staying with the depository of the Bank of Millbrook.  Trustee Whalen 
made a motion to accept the Bank of Millbrook’s bid of 1.5 % for the $300,000 BAN.  
Trustee Morse seconded.  Trustee Spagnola and Trustee Cox abstained and Mayor 
Hurley accepted the bid.  The motion was carried.  
 
Audit of the Bills. 
 
Executive Session-The Mayor asked for a motion to enter into executive session to 
discuss attorney client privilege and legal matters of potential litigation.  Mayor Hurley 



made a motion to enter into executive session at 9:30 p.m.  Trustee Morse seconded. All 
were in favor. 
 
Trustee Morse made a motion to exit out of executive session at 10:12 p.m.  Trustee 
Whalen seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Trustee Cox made a motion to disengage from Tri-State Environmental Services in 
reference to the oil spill project.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Trustee Cox made a motion to enter into contract with Corewood Ventures in reference to 
the oil spill project.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Adjourned at 10:15 p.m. Motion to adjourn given by Trustee Morse.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Whalen.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


