
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes April 27, 2010 
 
Call to Order by Deputy Mayor Hurley at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Deputy Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Deputy Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Whalen, Trustee Cox and 
Clerk Linda Wiltse 
 
Mayor-Deputy Mayor Hurley offered clarification of Mayor Andrew Ciferri’s 
resignation.  She added that the Board has maintained a position and she quoted the law 
that applied to the resignation.  She also stated a letter was sent to Andrew Ciferri. (see 
attached)  The Deputy Mayor stated that therefore a vacancy exists and the Board must 
fill the vacancy.  Trustee Morse offered a resolution to that effect.(see attached)  Trustee 
Morse stated that this was a historical evening and to his knowledge Laura Hurley is the 
first woman Mayor in the Village of Millbrook.  Mayor Hurley took her oath of office as 
given by Clerk Linda Wiltse.  As the duly appointed Mayor, Laura Hurley appointed 
Trustee Morse as the Deputy Mayor.  She ended by stating her term as Village Trustee 
expires on December 31, 2010 as does her term as Mayor. 
 
A resolution was offered for consideration by Mayor Hurley for the ability to sign 
financial documents and banking documents by the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor in the 
absence of the Village Clerk/Treasurer.  Trustee Whalen made a motion to accept the 
resolution.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Shared Services Grant-Steve Lynch stated that the project engineer Greg Bolnar and 
VRI went over the projects to be completed with the grant funds as recommended to the 
Board of Trustees.  Greg Bolnar stated that if approved by the Board they will send the 
appropriate documents to the Department of State.  He added that when the documents 
are approved by the State the bid packages compiled and will be sent out.  Mayor Hurley 
asked for information on the infrastructure in the center of the roads.  Greg Bolnar 
referred to the list of I&I repairs.(see attached)  The engineering firm is looking at 
repairing the clay pipes and spot repairs on the pipes.  He added that there is a significant 
scope of work with a $340,000 estimated bid cost.  They would be replacing water valves 
as well when the trenches are open.  Greg Bolnar stated that the water and sewer lines 
were installed in close proximity of each other.  They need to identify the valves needing 
replacement due to closeness of the water and sewer lines.  With grant funds they also 
want to purchase a camera to further investigate the I&I issues. 
  
The engineer also proposed $50,000 for lining the sewer in places which require specialty 
work.  This will maximize the amount of work that can be done with these grant funds.  
He added that most of the sewer lines go down the center of each lane of traffic.  Mayor 
Hurley stated the Board was hoping the grant funds would cover excavation and paving 
costs.  Greg Bolnar stated it will only cover the work area and not the entire road.  Scott 



Osborne stated the Harts Village Road has I&I issues that run almost the entire length of 
the road that will continue up to Ciferri Drive.  Greg Bolnar added that Maple Avenue 
near the Village tennis courts is where the issues are located.  He also stated that the 
water tank on Haight Avenue to Maple Avenue has I&I issues.  Pilgrim Lane behind the 
library has I&I issues.  Reservoir Drive from the Town Hall up to the end is also a 
hotspot.  Mayor Hurley stated smoke and camera testing has been done over the past 2 
years to come to this determination.  Steve Lynch stated the camera cost originally was 
$10,000 and was increased to $20,000.  The $20,000 camera is self propelling and is 
recommended as opposed to the manually operated camera.  This camera will increase 
the Village’s access to the sewer system especially when a manhole cannot be accessed 
or found.  Trustee Cox asked if the list is in priority order.  The reply was yes.  Greg 
Bolnar stated they will bid out the manhole to manhole work which gives the Village 
more flexibility with maximizing the grant funds.  Trustee Cox asked if the restoration 
equaled fixing the paving, replacing the clay pipes with pressure pipes to meet the Health 
Code requirements.   Again the response was yes.  Scott Osborne stated there will be no 
interruption of service or very little interruption of service while these repairs are taking 
place.  Greg Bolnar asked for the Board’s authorization to submit the appropriate 
documents to the Department of State and get the approvals so they can go to bid as soon 
as possible on this project.  Trustee Morse made a motion to proceed.  Trustee Cox 
seconded.  All were in favor.  Mayor Hurley stated that she has spoken to Village 
attorney, Rebecca Valk and the required SEQR review will be presented at the next 
meeging.  
 
Relevy-Mayor Hurley asked the Board for approval of a $19,510 relevy for unpaid water 
and sewer bills.  She added that there are a few unpaid water and sewer bills from 
residents who live in the Town of Washington.  They may have to move these unpaid 
bills to small claims court in the Town of Washington.  Trustee Cox made a motion to 
approve the water and sewer relevy list as submitted.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were 
in favor. 
 
The Clerk read the attached resolution requesting the costs for mowing at the former 
Bennett College property be relevied as submitted.  Trustee Morse made a motion to 
accept and Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Official Year-Mayor Hurley read the attached resolution referencing the change of the 
Village’s Official Year.  She welcomed any public comments.  There were no public 
comments at this time and she left the public hearing on the Official Year open until the 
end of the meeting. 
 
Continuation of Public Hearing on 2010-2011 Budget-Mayor Hurley stated that there 
were budget packages in the back of the meeting room for public viewing.  She went on 
to explain the Sewer Benefit Assessment (SBA) and the capital debt service to those in 
attendance.  She added that even the tax exempt properties in the Village must pay their 
fair share of the SBA.  The Mayor discussed the SPEDES permit projects which may 
require $250,000 to $300,000 to cover the issues that must be repaired.  The SBA line 
will pay back this needed additional BAN.   



The Mayor explained the general fund revenues and stated that the largest revenue is 
taxes.  She added the budget has a .76 % increase in the tax levy due in large part to the 
reduction in the days required for the paid professional ambulance service.  She stated 
that each department is listed showing what was expended in 2008, 2009, 2010 and the 
budget for 2011.  This shows $50,000 less for appropriations from last year’s budget.  
The sales tax and mortgage tax revenues are down from last year.  The Mayor stated that 
the Village is using the 2009 assessments for taxing purposes.  She stated she doesn’t 
believe this is an unbearable tax increase even though assessments are going down.  She 
also stated that the salaries will be posted in the newspaper.  The Mayor went over the 
indebtedness page next.  She then asked for public comments on the budget.  Trustee 
Morse commented that if not for the Mayor’s skills in budgeting and accounting the 
budget process would have not been as smooth.  He added that the Board is very 
thankful.  The Mayor stated the Board would leave the public hearing open on the budget 
until later in the meeting. 
 
Planning Board-Jessica Robison, secretary to the Planning Board, read a letter and 
requested it be entered into the record.(see attached)  After the letter was read the Mayor 
inquired if the Planning Board had a date in mind to meet.  Jessica stated that the 
Planning Board had no date in mind to her knowledge.  The Planning Board wants the 
Village Board to settle into a new Mayor and Deputy Mayor.  The Mayor stated that she 
has a draft of a letter to Linda Roberts, Chairperson of the Planning Board.  She stated 
she wants to reintroduce the letter and invite the Planning Board members to the May 25, 
2010 Board meeting.  She added that she has every intention of making permanent 
appointments to the Planning Board and have oaths taken so they can move forward.  She 
also stated that she wants to be business friendly.  She ended by stating the Board is 
limited in what can do but that they want to do what they can.  The Mayor stated she 
wants to visit the sign and code review.  
 
Public Comments-Mayor Hurley asked for public comments.  Olesia of the Millbrook 
Independent inquired about the Village website being updated.  The Mayor stated it has 
been part of the budget process.   
 
Gladys Lang inquired about updating the public service Channel 22.  Trustee Morse 
stated that the skill availability and reliability have been an issue since the Village has 
lost the individual who had the required skills.  He added that it is an antiquated program.  
Trustee Morse stated that the Board knows Channel 22 is out of date and he takes 
responsibility for the outdated program.  He added that it is part of communication 
scheme for the Village and the Board will bring it back on line as soon as possible.  
 
Emergency Disaster Plan-The Mayor referred the Board to #11 on the agenda which 
was the Emergency Disaster Plan.  She added that the Town is working on this plan and 
that it is a joint effort.  She stated that the Emergency Disaster Committee needs to get in 
touch with Ted Bownas, the new Chief of the Fire Department.  
 
Project Updates-The Collomellos were in attendance. The Chazen Companies 
represented the Village and gave the Board their recommendations on the soil abatement 



project. Mr. McIver, when not at this meeting, who represented the Collomelos and the 
Village Board had found common ground as to best course of action.  Central Hudson 
and cablevision have been contacted and are addressing putting the wires underground 
for the Village Hall so the pole can be removed.  The Mayor added that a drainage and 
sump pump system will also be installed for drainage purposes.  She stated that tomorrow 
bore testing will take place on the Debonis property to see if the soil is contaminated on 
that property.  Chris Collomello inquired about the power going underground to his 
house.  The Clerk stated that the power to his house will come from the pole on Merritt 
Avenue.  Mayor Hurley explained to Olesia about the soil abatement issues the Village 
has.  The Mayor recommended that if anyone has a fuel tank in the ground they should 
remove it immediately.  She added that the Village is actively attacking this issue.  Mayor 
Hurley stated that the Highway garage tank has been removed and the project is 
complete.  She added that the Fire House is the only fuel tank the Village has in the 
ground.  Tim Tice asked when the heating oil tank was installed in the ground at the 
Village Hall.  The Mayor stated they are not sure but perhaps 50 years ago.  
 
Thorne Project- Mike Downing stated he has not heard from their attorney Allan 
Rappleyea in 5-6 weeks.  He has emailed them.  He stated that another month has gone 
by and there is no lease other than the original.  Mayor Hurley stated she was surprised at 
the lack of communication and the Village Board wants to move forward.  She added that 
the Village Board understands the concept of the lease, the bonding and that prevailing 
wages do not apply due to lack of public funds being expended.  Trustee Morse stated the 
Board asked experts and the Board is toying with a clerk of the works to represent the 
Village for the development and design issues.  Erica Downing stated that a project 
manager which equals a clerk of works gives her concerns and could open up more 
problems.  Trustee Morse stated that they want to best represent the Village taxpayers 
and the Board recognizes they do not have the expertise to oversee the project.   
 
Mike Downing stated that they are looking at the bids the Village has received in the past 
as to whether they are valid or invalid.  He added that the Downings have biweekly 
meetings with Spire Architects.  He also stated they want to make a good and honest 
presentation.  The Mayor stated the Board wants someone to look at the bids to see if 
they are a good and accurate price for the work the Downings are having performed.  
Mike Downing gave examples of the cost savings on the downstairs bathroom for such 
items as the toilets since they do not need replacing.   
 
The Mayor scheduled a meeting on Tuesday at 7:30 pm at the Village Hall to discuss the 
Thorne Project.  Mike Downing stated that he will have Rich Raulo and a representative 
from Spire Architects at the meeting.  Trustee Morse asked about the sprinklers system 
installation and if it was moving forward.  Erica Downing stated that they had to look 
into the laws due to a letter submitted to the Board by Skip Ciferri.  This letter had 
several questions for example one on the prevailing wage requirements and therefore they 
have not moved forward on the sprinkler system installation.  Mayor Hurley stated that 
the Village attorney has been doing the same research.  She added that the Board is 
comfortable in moving forward.  The Mayor also stated the Board wants to answer all of 
the questions responsibly and intelligently.  Mike Downing stated the pipe is in place at 



the Thorne Building and it is ready for installation.  The Mayor stated the Board has not 
been shown any facts or data they have been proceeding improperly in regard to turning 
the landlord renovation responsibilities over to the Downings.  
 
Trustee Comments: Mayor Hurley discussed the SPEDES modification plans.  She 
stated that the Board received letter from the Board of Health looking for a plan and dates 
for the completion of the project at the waste water treatment plant.    
Trustee Morse stated that the Board has been working quietly behind the scenes on many 
issues such as street paving, potholes and looking for local newspapers to revisit the 
Board’s quarterly report to the public.  Olesia commented that the Millbrook Independent 
readers would love reading the Village Board’s quarterly report.  Trustee Morse added 
that training on Violence in the Workplace is taking place and is being conducted at an 
ongoing basis.  He added that local seminars put on at the Dutchess County Cooperative 
Extension, painting of the Village office and trees issues in the Village are all examples 
of topics the Board is addressing.  
 
Mayor Hurley referred the Board to item #14 on the agenda which discussed the appeal 
on the Unsafe Buildings on the former Bennett College property.  She added that a 
hearing officer will conduct this hearing.  The Mayor stated that the May 11, 2010 date 
will be a regular business meeting.  She added that the May 25, 2010 workshop meeting 
will be the Board talking with the Planning Board on issues before the Village.  She also 
announced the Town of Washington having a Community Action Plan meeting and 
invited the residents to attend. 
 
Budget-The Mayor requested the Board revisit the budget public hearing.  Mayor Hurley 
asked for a motion to approve the budget as submitted.  Trustee Morse made a motion to 
approve and Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
The Mayor asked for a motion to approve Local Law #2 2010 amending the Official Year 
to January 1st.  Trustee Morse made a motion to accept Local Law #2 for 2010.  Trustee 
Whalen seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Mayor Hurley asked for interest in chairing the Community Day celebration since Didi 
Barrett doesn’t have the time due to her political aspirations.  She added that they need a 
volunteer to spearhead this great event.   
 
The Mayor stated the Board should review the draft of the Employee Handbook 
submitted starting on page 10 since pages 1 through 9 do not need revising.  She ended 
by stating she is looking to pass the Employee Handbook in May 2010.  
 
Adjourned at 8:35 p.m. Motion to adjourn given by Mayor Hurley.  The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Morse.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 



Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 


