
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes April 13, 2010 
 
Call to Order by Deputy Mayor Hurley at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Deputy Mayor Hurley 
 
In Attendance-Deputy Mayor Hurley, Trustee Morse, Trustee Whalen, Trustee Cox and 
Attorney Rebecca Valk 
 
Trustee Comments:  Deputy Mayor Hurley started the meeting by stating there was no 
definitive resolution of the Mayor position and that Andrew Ciferri will be invited into 
executive session at the end of the meeting. 
 
Fire Department-Matthew Rochfort gave a thank you to the Deputy Mayor for the 
information on the parking lot.  He stated he will get three quotes within the next week 
for paving the back parking lot and the Rescue Squad ramp.  He added that the new Chief 
is Ted Bownas who will be sworn in at the Officers Installation Diner next Saturday.  The 
new Deputy Chief is Rich Shankman.  Chris Hawks stated that this will probably be his 
last Village Board meeting since a new Chief has been elected.  The Deputy Mayor 
thanked him for his many years of service and asked him if he would continue to serve in 
the Fire Department.  He stated he would continue to serve as a fire fighter.   
 
Police Department- Officer Justin Scribner see attached.  Officer Scribner stated that 
due to the recent vandals he has added 3 more night patrols.  He added that the vandalism 
is a NYS Police investigation and that it is out of Village Police Department’s hands.  
The NYS Police must interview those involved.   
 
Trustee Cox asked if the juveniles have been issued tickets to appear in family court for 
the fire that occurred on Millbrook Central School grounds.  Officer Scribner stated that 
right now the school wants to handle on its own but he has expressed to the school that 
this is a crime and the tickets should be issued.   
 
Trustee Morse asked about the Police car lighting issues and Officer Scribner stated that 
he is on top of it and it will be resolved. 
 
Water/Sewer-Scott Osborne of VRI see attached.  He stated that they had a D.C. Health 
Dept. inspection this past week at the water plant.  The water tank is to be inspected next 
week.   
 
Deputy Mayor Hurley stated she was astonished at the flows at the sewer treatment plant 
on the report.  Andrew Ciferri asked if the flow meters were installed on Church Street 
and on Reservoir Drive.  Scott stated that only one was installed on Reservoir Drive since 
the other flow meter is not working.  Andy recommended contacting the homeowner and 
putting dye in the water to check the flow on Church Street at Joe Magnarella’s house. 



 
Chazen-Mike Fanning-Deputy Mayor Hurley stated that the de-chlorination system 
needs to be installed.  Mike Fanning stated that they have an approved set of plans from 
the NYS DEC.  The schedule to the complete work is not yet set.  The Deputy Mayor 
stated that she, Ken Scherrieble and Scott Osborne will meet with on Thursday 
midmorning to discuss these issues and that they should have more answers next week.   
 
Mike Fanning stated that if the water supply is under the influence of surface water it 
would be of great concern.  He added that the USDA may have a grant available for this 
project.  Mike Fanning added that Chazen did a similar background in 1997-98 and he 
thinks there is no reason to believe it should be different this time.  Deputy Mayor Hurley 
stated it would not hurt to be prepared to institute this system before it is mandated.  Mike 
Fanning commented on the repair work to the water galleries and the Village may want to 
do this as one big project for a grant application.  The Deputy Mayor stated that they will 
try to move forward at the next board meeting although it may be consumed by the 
budget. 
 
Clerk-Linda Wiltse see attached.  Deputy Mayor Hurley requested a $9,000 budget 
adjustment from the Professional Ambulance Service line to the Community Center CE 
line to assist in the cost of the fire alarm system. Trustee Morse made a motion to accept 
this proposal.  Trustee Cox seconded.  The Deputy Mayor recuses herself from this 
resolution discussion.   
 
Deputy Mayor Hurley requested a budget amendment to pay for Tri-state Environmental 
Services.  She requested funds be transferred from Fund Balance in the A Fund in the 
amount of $140,000 to the Abatement line H 8140.0400 for the payment of the invoice 
for the oil spill abatement.  She added that this project is not complete.  A motion was 
made by Trustee Cox and seconded by Trustee Morse.  All were in favor.   
 
The Clerk stated that Matt Lyder will begin painting the Clerk’s Office on Friday.  She 
was asked to get bids from him and another vendor for the rest of the first floor. 
 
Public Comments-County Representative Mike Kelsey commented on the stimulus 
assessment on 23 county buildings.  He added that various Dutchess County Dept. heads 
will meet with the County Legislature to discuss court issues.  He stated the state is 
taxing nonprofit organizations and they are looking to create a foundation for an 
Industrial Development Agency to help bypass this tax.  This agency will help them to 
deal with their issues.  The Legislature is looking at the voting machine issues and a 
lawsuit to keep the lever machines but it does not look good.  It is a very real possibility 
the County will charge back to the towns and villages for the voting costs.  They are 
looking at a way to pass the costs onto those municipalities fairly.  Trustee Morse asked 
if new elections commissioners were going to be in place.  Mike Kelsey stated that the 
Dutchess County Election Commission is very heavy with management and the County is 
considering part time employees.  He added that the terms are up this August and they are 
appointed for a 2 year term.  The legislature is looking at the payroll.  He added that 
overstaffing is a problem.  They may also rewrite the job descriptions to suit the job 



needs and the department’s needs.  Mike Kelsey stated the new election machines must 
be tested regularly unlike the old machines that could sit for a year.  He ended by stating 
that redistricting is being looked at and other cost saving measures.  
 
Highway Department-Bob Collocola see attached.  The Deputy Mayor requested Bob 
contact Aline Manzi about her curb cut and cost on Church Street as per her letter to the 
Board of Trustees.  Deputy Mayor Hurley commented on the street sweeping and asked 
that Bob Collocola look at the schedule next year and possibly wait until the brush pickup 
is almost complete to have the street swept. She added that Elm Drive was an issue today 
with the buses and school traffic spreading the brush on the clean streets.  Trustee Cox 
asked Bob if he had a chance to look at the street signs issues.  Bob Collocola stated that 
the yield sign at the intersection of Haight Avenue and Maple Avenue should be a stop 
sign.  Trustee Cox added that as the Village ordinance is written some streets are not in 
compliance.  Bob Collocola and Trustee Cox will meet to discuss this issue. 
  
Public Comments Continued-Soil Abatement-Chris Colomello stated he wants a 
meeting with his lawyer and his consultant as well as the Village representatives.  He 
requested the bill be paid for fixing the electric line and the over head electric line 
installed temporarily.  Andrew Ciferri stated any bills should go to Tri-state 
Environmental Services due to their errors.  The Deputy Mayor stated she had reviewed 
the letter sent from Chris Colomello’s attorney to the Village of Millbrook Board of 
Trustees.  This letter also included his consultant’s report.  She stated the Village is 
working to get the hole to a place to where it can be filled.  Lisa Hauer of Tri-state 
Environmental Services received a copy of the letter today.  The Deputy Mayor stated the 
stop request to remove the soil was a concern.  The trucks are scheduled to remove the 
stockpiled contaminated soil tomorrow.  She added that the Board and their 
environmental engineers need to look at the paperwork.  She also suggested setting up a 
special meeting.  Perhaps they are at a spot now where they may need to step back.  They 
also want the adjoining property to Colomello’s tested. (Debonis’)  The Deputy Mayor 
asked if Chris Colomelo had a preference to have more digging take place.  Chris 
Colomello stated that Tri-state could continue digging.  Chris Colomello added that their 
expert stated there was more contaminated soil on the Village Hall property.  Chris 
Colomello wants to meet as soon as possible.  The Board of Trustee set a meeting date 
for Friday at 8:00 a.m. at the Village Hall.  Chris Colomello also requested he be 
included in any meetings held to discuss this matter.   
 
Allan Rappleyea, attorney for the Colomellos requested the insurance carrier be given a 
copy of letter from him.  Trustee Whalen is looking into Advance Tank Services’ liability 
as the tank inspector employed by the Village.  He is also investigating the insurance 
company’s involvement for the property next door.  Deputy Mayor Hurley stated the 
Board is working on a license agreement with Frances and Albert Debonis who are the 
property owners on the other side of Colomello’s.  This agreement is for testing for fuel 
spill leakage on their property.  The Deputy Mayor stated the Board of Trustees must 
read the prepared temporary easement.  Andrew Ciferri was told the pole was moved 
when the Village was told that the contamination was removed.  The pole needs to be 
moved again and perhaps 2 poles should be installed. 



 
Stop Sign Public Hearing-Deputy Mayor Hurley requested a motion to open the public 
hearing for stop sign local law #1 of the year 2010.  Trustee Morse made a motion to 
open the public hearing.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Budget-Deputy Mayor Hurley commented on the budget being a continuous process.  
She added that next week the Board will meet with the Fire Department, the Rescue 
Squad and the Police Department.  Also included for next week are the Town of 
Washington Fire and Rescue contract.  In addition the paid professional rescue contract 
with Transcare. She ended by stating the budget is still a work in progress.  The Board 
hopes to have a light tax impact while still providing services, road repair and paving 
alternatives.   
 
Deputy Mayor Hurley stated the water/sewer funds are self sustaining and therefore do 
not have an impact on the Village taxes.  Steve Lynch was asked to do a rate study on the 
water and sewer fees.  There has not been a rate increase in the last 5 years.  A rate 
increase may be required so the funds can continue to be self supporting.  The Village 
budget public hearing will remain open as stated by the Deputy Mayor.  
 
Trustee Comments-The Deputy Mayor presented the LOSAP audit that was performed 
for 2008 recently by D’Achille & Associates. She stated that she had read the audit and it 
certifies that the funds are in place.  She requested the Clerk enter into the minutes that 
the audit was prepared by D’Achille & Associates and presented for the record. 
 
Deputy Mayor Hurley introduced a resolution for local law #2 of 2010 which is intended 
to amend the Village Code and add a new chapter called new official year for the Village.  
She added that when the Village adopted the new terms of office and changed the 
election date to coincide with national elections in November this set the official year to 
start January 1.  However, Village law states the official year starts the first Monday 
following the month elections are held.  Rebecca added that this is a housekeeping 
requirement.  Trustee Morse made a motion to introduce the local law and set a public 
hearing date for April 27, 2010.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
Steve Lynch will attend the April 20th meeting to bring the Board up to date on the 
Shared Services Grant.  Deputy Mayor Hurley stated the meeting on the 27th of April is 
heavy on budget.   
 
She added that the boiler in the Village Hall basement has been removed.  She thanked 
Andrew Ciferri for returning the heat when the project was completed and she thanked 
him for setting up the electric for the vendor on the project.  Andrew recommended that 
Bob have the pipes in floor tested before filling in the hole where the boiler was removed.   
 
Deputy Mayor Hurley also instructed the Clerk to contact C&D Cleaning to clean the 
shower room emptied by the Town of Washington Recreation Department. 
 



Thorne Project-The Thorne lease amendment is in progress according to Trustee 
Whalen who met with Allan Rappleyea to discuss the revisions.  He added that he and 
Rebecca Valk will meet on Thursday early afternoon to discuss these revisions.  He 
stated that there doesn’t seem to be any large issues.  Allan Rappleyea stated that Mike 
and Erica Downing are ready to go.  They want to proceed with a verbal okay and he 
added that the signing of the new lease is just a formality.  Allan Rappleyea asked if there 
are any issues he can dispose of before this meeting to please let him know.  Trustee 
Whalen stated that he hoped the lease will be available early next week for signing.  He 
added it will be available in draft form for the Board meeting on Friday so the Board will 
be able to look it over during the weekend.  Skip Ciferri asked if his questions submitted 
on the Thorne Building lease could be answered.  Rebecca stated she had some of the 
same questions.  Mike Downing stated that it is his understanding that the landlord work 
is now the tenant work.  Mike Downing continued with discussion and comments on the 
project.  He added that he is waiting for an okay and a signed lease.   
 
Skip Ciferri questioned at the meeting last Tuesday night about the sprinkler work for 
$300,000 and if bids were submitted.  He questioned the legal footing.  Deputy Mayor 
Hurley stated the Village has taken an active role in the sprinklers bid from Calculated 
Fire Protection.  Allan Rappleyea questioned if the Village does not have the finances to 
do the building then what is the source of his concern.  He added that the Downings are 
doing the work in lieu of rent.  Skip Ciferri stated that things must be done properly.  
Allan Rappleyea said he would read Skip Ciferri’s letter.  Trustee Whalen stated that the 
Board did not mandate to make money but they don’t want to lose money.  He added that 
the Thorne Building is a monetary drain.  Skip Ciferri stated that this lease was supposed 
to offset the cost to the Village.  Deputy Mayor Hurley stated that Rebecca has found 
case law that applies to this project.  This case law shows this agreement is allowed as 
long as it is in the best interest of the public good.  (For example the capital 
improvements)  Rebecca Valk stated it is being looked at.  The Deputy Mayor stated that 
it is in Mike’s best interest to get the lowest bid.  Allan Rappleyea made the point that the 
lease is already in place and the rent issue may intensify.  He did not want to let the 
Board get bogged down on this issue.  He wanted to understand Skip Ciferri’s concerns.  
Mike Downing stated the original lease is dated February 2009.  He has submitted 
business plans, met with the ZBA and the Planning Board.  He asked where Skip Ciferri 
was during the past meetings throughout this timeframe.  The Deputy Mayor and Trustee 
Cox stated that this conversation was becoming counterproductive.  
 
Deputy Mayor Hurley commented on the Rotary Club’s letter requesting the use of the 
Thorne Building for New Years Eve Millbrook.  In the letter they requested the time be 
extended to 9:00 p.m.  The Board agreed that the answer was no to extending the time to 
9:00 p.m. since the lease clearly states 8:00 p.m.  The Board stated they feel the need to 
tell them they cannot give a definitive answer at this time regarding the use and ask for 
their patience.  Mike Downing stated that the 8:00 p.m. time stands.  Mike Downing 
added that the status is unknown at this time due to the renovations.  Mike Downing 
stated he would be willing to work with the Rotary as their event brought over 1,000 
people into the Village of Millbrook.  He also stated that no open flame performances 
will be allowed in the building for future performances.  Matthew Rochfort, President of 



the Fire Department, inquired about the Fire Department’s carnival.  The Deputy Mayor 
answered that it is in the lease for the use of the common space of building and the 
electric only. 
 
Miscellaneous-Deputy Mayor Hurley discussed with the Board the Lions Club request to 
hold a fund raiser white can event.   She added that it is her understanding that people 
with buckets stand in the street requesting donations.  She pointed out that this request is 
against Village Code and in her personal opinion not in the nature of Millbrook.  This is 
not the image they want to project.  She asked the Board their opinion.  The Board agreed 
that it is contrary to Village Code and therefore the request is denied,  
 
The Deputy Mayor read a letter from the Cablevision Company stating the changes to 
take place in the near future as to the service and channels they will be offering.  
 
Executive Session-Deputy Mayor Hurley made a motion to enter into executive session 
at 8:45 p.m.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Trustee Morse made a motion to exit out of executive session at 10:30 p.m.  Deputy 
Mayor Hurley seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Audit of the Bills. 
 
Adjourned at 10:46 p.m. Motion to adjourn given by Deputy Mayor Hurley.  The motion 
was seconded by Trustee Morse.  All were in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village of Millbrook  
Clerk/Treasurer 


