
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes January 12, 2010 
 

Call to Order 7:07 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
In Attendance:  Mayor Andrew Ciferri, Trustee Cox, Trustee Morse and Trustee Whalen  
  
The Chazen Company- Mike Fanning stated the bids for the Green Efficiency Grant 
will be closing out on Friday, January 15, 2010 at 2 p.m. and the Village has 4 bidders so 
far.  Tomorrow Mike will issue an addendum for the timeframe on this project to the 
bidders since time is important.  The NYSDEC and SPEDES permit require a design for 
the construction of the required work.  Mike will provide copies of these plans to the 
Village Clerk.  He requested the Village Highway Department and VRI see if any work 
can be performed by the Village.  Mayor Ciferri will do the bid opening and if only minor 
differences exist then the Village can award the bid at that time.   If many differences 
exist then the Village will award the bid at a later date.  He added the Board may need 
time to review the bids submitted.  The Village may want to look at work performed in 
the past by the bidders.  Mike offered Chazen’s assistance in checking out the bidders.  
Mayor Ciferri added that the Village wants to get the awarded bid information to the 
Environmental Facilities Corporation (EFC) as soon as possible.  Mike Fanning will get 
the reporting information for the I&I issues that must be provided by a licensed engineer 
get to the Village Clerk tomorrow.  Mayor Ciferri mentioned a new resolution for the 
EFC Green Innovation Grant that the board must adopt this amended resolution. Trustee 
Morse made a motion to accept and Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Fire Department-Chief Chris Hawks inspected the new fire tanker which is not quite 
finished due to inclement weather.  He added he will find out when delivery to the plant 
in Connecticut will take place.  Chief Hawks stated the fundraising is ongoing and they 
are approximately $10,000 short.  There are funds still coming into fire house from the 
brochure sent out last fall.  Chief Hawks is not exactly sure whether lettering and gold 
leafing will be done in the Connecticut or Nebraska plant.  Upon delivery of the truck, it 
will be ready for service once drivers are trained.  Mayor Ciferri asked what will become 
of the old tanker.  Chief Hawks gave one recommendation of donating the old tanker to 
an upstate fire department that lost everything including their equipment. 
 
Matthew Rochfort stated that a donation of $50,000 at end of December will go toward 
the new fire tanker costs as per the Fire Department’s members vote.  He added that the 
Beacon Correctional Facility’s inmates will paint the inside of the Fire House at end of 
month free of charge.  Matt also stated the new windows are installed completely and 
look good. 
 
  



Police Department- Trustee Cox met with Officer Scribner Justin and was given an 
overview of the day to day activities.  Mayor Ciferri read the attached report.  The Clerk 
added that the Police garage overhead door needs looking at and possible repair. 
 
Highway Department-Robert Collocola stated that they had set up for the New Year’s 
Eve Celebration.  He added that the N.Y.S. Department of Labor (DOL) inspected the 
Highway garage and the biggest need was the Violence in Workplace.  The DOL will 
look at the policy and issue a report if it is acceptable.  Christmas trees were removed.  
Bob added that all trees and brush were removed from the property adjacent to the 
Village Hall.  Bob stated that Central Hudson will move the pole located on Colomello’s 
property next to the Village Hall onto Village property.  This will prevent the soil around 
the pole from being compromised.  They had five snow occurrences and snow removal in 
the month of December.  The heating oil tank and pipes at the garage require changing to 
an inside location.  Bob wants permission to go with the lowest bidder.  He also requested 
permission to fill in the tank currently located outside the garage.  He stated a 330 gallon 
tank is more than sufficient.  Mayor Ciferri wants the tank “t” and capped for future 
addition of adding another tank at little to no cost.  Three bids have been requested and 
two have been received.  Bob is looking to complete this project before the end of 
January.  Trustee Morse expressed his concerns about some board members being away 
on vacation at the end of the month causing time to be an issue.  Mayor Ciferri stated the 
pole Central Hudson is to move to Village property will not hinder the work to be done 
next door to the Village Hall.  He added that the Verizon has not returned the clerk’s calls 
but he will follow up.  The Collomello’s, Mayor Ciferri, Trustee Morse and Bob met with 
the company doing the digging yesterday and had a productive meeting.  Mayor Ciferri 
stated that a red light at the front of the Thorne building has been installed to let them 
know if the temperature drops in the building.  The Highway Department is checking the 
Thorne building each day.  Mayor Ciferri stated this will give them control over the 
temperature between the basement and the side stairs since there are leaky valves.  He 
added that two steam leaks parts are on order and will be fixed before the end of the 
week.  The repair will be fitting to fitting instead of little repairs. 
 
Water/Waste Water-Scott Osborne from VRI see attached report.  He stated they have 
located the line crossing in front of Exmoore House at the Bennett location.  
 
Clerk-Linda Wiltse see attached expenditure, revenue reports and bank balances.  Linda 
requested the Board of Trustees approved the minutes for the months of October, 
November and December.  Trustee Morse made a motion to accept the minutes as 
submitted.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor.  Linda also requested approval 
of a letter in reference to sump pump and downspouts connected to the Village waste 
water system.  This letter will be inserted into the water/waste water bills being mailed 
out shortly.  Scott Osborne from VRI stated he had additional information to be sent 
along with this letter.  This letter was approved by the Board.  Mayor Ciferri appointed 
Trustee Cox officially as Police Commissioner.  The Mayor added that Trustee Whalen 
did an excellent job.  He stated this change was made due to Trustee Cox being available 
during the day for any issues that may arise.  Mayor Ciferri stated that taking of an oath 
of office is not required.  



 
Trustee Comments-Trustee Cox stated that he is familiar with the intersection of 
Weatherford Lane, Haight Avenue and Hillside where a collision took place recently.  He 
is looking for a copy of the accident report.  He explained the “t” intersection and his 
concerns.  Bob has a copy of the Uniform Traffic Control manual.  Trustee Cox stated 
Bob should refer to Chapter 78b of the Transportation law.  Trustee Cox stated that the 
stem of the “t” should get the stop sign which equals Haight Avenue.  He added that all 
signs throughout the country should be uniform according to the Uniform Traffic Control 
manual.  Weatherford Lane was an added on after the other street so it received the stop 
sign.  The sign was put on Weatherford Lane and not on the stem of the “t”.  Mayor 
Ciferri questioned if they should leave the stop sign on Weatherford Lane in addition to 
the one to be put on Haight Avenue.  Trustee Cox stated that he is not an advocate of 
multi-way stop intersections.  The purpose of a stop sign at an intersection is to determine 
right-of-way and more than one stop sign may cause confusion.  The Village should refer 
to the suggestions of the Manual of uniform Traffic Control Devices as to how to proceed 
with posting of a stop sign at the Hillside/Weatherford Lane/Haight Ave. intersection.  
Highway Commissioner Bob Collocola reported that he has a copy of the Manual and 
will make a recommendation to the Board based on the information provided in the 
Manual.  Trustee Morse stated that this is a low impact intersection.  Concerns were 
raised in reference to the sight distance issue on Haight Avenue due to the hill before the 
intersection.  Mayor Ciferri asked if they can install a reflector strip on the pole.  It was 
also suggested that they may install a yellow blinking light for a few weeks until 
residents are comfortable with the new intersection sign.  
 
Mayor Ciferri stated the Recreation Department was holding a movie night on Friday 
1/8/2010 and was called when the boiler backfired filling the building with smoke.  The 
alarm company was called in and checked the alarm system first thing Monday morning.  
Mayor Ciferri came and the fixed boiler to get the heat back on for basketball being held 
on Saturday morning.  The heat and smoke detectors will be installed soon.  The Mayor 
stated that the Village Hall will be painted on the basement level and the Clerk’s office.  
Mayor Ciferri ended by assuring the public that the boiler will not malfunction again.  
 
Thorne Building Project-Trustee Morse has been meeting with the Downing’s after the 
Mayor appointed him liaison to the Thorne Building Project last month. See the attached 
letter submitted by Trustee Morse.  Trustee Morse asked for Mike and Erica Downing’s 
input.  He added that he wants to take the next step forward.  Trustee Morse will begin a 
monthly reporting process.  He added that he will check the following month with items 
completed and projects for the coming month.  He will commit the Village to installing 
the electric panels by February.  Mike expressed his frustration over deadline dates being 
set and the deadline has come and gone.  Mike discussed the electric work to be done.  
Mayor Ciferri responded by stating that a new person from Central Hudson will honor 
their commitment to bring the electric to the Thorne building at little or no cost to the 
Village.  Mike stated that the fire alarm system approved plans were never filed with the 
appropriate county department.  Trustee Morse responded by stating the Village building 
inspector, Kenneth McLaughlin has given a verbal okay to proceed with the work.  Mike 
stated he will not proceed with the $250,000 sprinkler system project with only a verbal 



okay.  Mike wants show of good faith by the Village.  Mike is hesitant to give the 
contractor the okay to go into the building without a building permit.  Trustee Morse 
offered to deliver the necessary paperwork to the appropriate county department.  Trustee 
Morse is looking for three items the Village will complete.  They are to update the 
bathrooms and the handicap bathroom plans are completed and on their way to the bid 
process.  Mike repeated his concerns over additional delays.  Erica committed to taking 
the curtains down, starting the sprinkler system installation and beginning to paint.  Mike 
commented on the roof repair.  Erica wants the Village to redeem itself and show their 
commitment to the project.  Mike expressed their desire for a hard opening in May 2010.  
Mike asked for the Village estimate on completion of their portion of the work.  Mayor 
Ciferri inquired if the bathroom construction will prevent the Downing’s from moving 
forward with their portion of the work.  Mike stated no.  He added that the roof work will 
be done in a couple of weeks.  Trustee Morse will provide a date to the Downing’s in the 
near future.  Allen Rappleyea, Downing’s attorney, stated he wants to push all those 
involved and expressed his concern over not losing sight of end goal.  Trustee Morse 
assured them this is at the top of his list of priorities. 
 
Building Department-Mayor Ciferri appointed J.J. Brownell as the Deputy Code 
Enforcement Officer.  He has been approved by Dutchess County Personnel Department 
to be put on the payroll.  He will handle enforcement during the day when Kenneth 
McLaughlin is unavailable.  The Mayor asked the Boards approval of the appointment.  
Trustee Morse made a motion to accept the appointment.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All 
were in favor.  Mayor Ciferri made a motion to transfer the unpaid balance from the 
Trustee Personnel Services line to the Building Code Officer Personnel Services line of 
$1,500 to pay J.J. Brownell.  Trustee Cox made a motion to approve.  Trustee Morse 
seconded.  All were in favor.  The Mayor stated J.J. will look at illegal flags, A-frame 
signs, and sump pumps hookups.  Fire inspections will continue to be completed by 
Timothy Sayles.  Trustee Morse stated he feel strongly about the signage issues. 
 
Home Show-Crisp Architects has submitted a request to use the lawn in front of the 
bandshell for the September 25, 2010 Home Show.  The Village needs to notify the 
Federated Church of the event taking place.  Trustee Morse suggested the rental fee of 
$250.  Trustee Morse made a motion to approve.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in 
favor.  The NYSDOS has contacted Steve Lynch and informed him it will be a slow 
process for the $600,000 grant.  Mayor Ciferri wants to concentrate on the areas that can 
be corrected with the smallest cost.  He gave examples of those not impacting existing 
roads that are improved.  He wants to concentrate on the high problem areas. 
 
Tim Tice wanted to get before the Planning Board to ask them to rescind the Negative 
Declaration as per the letter from the NYSDEC.  He continued to discuss the former 
Bennett College issues of concern to him.  Tim asked if the Village Board of Trustee 
could intervene and speak to the Village Planning Board.  He discussed the disturbing 
notice of waiver signed by the Planning Board.  Allen added that ultimately the Planning 
Board did hear Allen and Tim speak on issues of great concern.  Oakley Thorne’s appeals 
will be perfected according to Allen.  He added that the Planning Board has a duty to 
respond to the correspondence sent to them out of common decency.  He filed the notice 



on judgment today.  Mayor Ciferri continued the discussion on these issues.  Allen also 
stated he had asked the developer for a stay of pending appeal and was denied by the 
developer’s attorney.  Howard Schuman asked what happened with the fence and 
condemnation law proceedings.  Mayor Ciferri discussed the meeting that had taken 
place before with Bennett College developer, Dave Blumenthal, a NYS Police Officer, 
the attorney for the Village, Rebecca Valk and the attorney for the developer, Joe Eriole 
and the Village Building Inspector Kenneth McLaughlin. A letter was sent after that 
meeting and the developer responded by stating in writing that no activity will take place.   
 
Mayor Ciferri commented on the Dutchess County Legislature adopted a new budget 
causing election costs to be passed onto local municipalities.  The sales tax exception on 
clothing up to $100 is to be used to fund this. Discussion continued in reference to the 
costs and the redistricting.  
 
Mayor Ciferri requested the Board go into executive session at 9:50 pm to discuss 
personnel issues.  Mayor Ciferri made a motion to go into executive session.  Trustee 
Whalen seconded.  All were in favor.  Trustee Morse made a motion to exit of executive 
session at10:00 pm.  Trustee Cox seconded.  All were in favor.    
 
Audit bills. 
 
Adjourned Trustee Whalen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 pm.  Trustee 
Cox seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village Clerk     
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