
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes November 10, 2009 
 

Call to Order 7:04 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
In Attendance:  Mayor Andrew Ciferri, Trustee Hurley, Trustee Whalen, Trustee Morse, 
Clerk Linda Wiltse and Attorney Rebecca Valk  
  
Chazen- Mike Fanning stated that the design aspects are progressing.  There is no 
response as of yet from the state.  The complete graph set of plans will be done by the 
weeks end.  All bid requests are to be looked at by the Village attorney.  Mike stated that 
the buy American requirements are cumbersome for the purchase of the blower units.  He 
added that exemptions are possible but that path is more difficult.  He also added that 
foreign made blowers are much less expensive.  Trustee Morse asked for the price 
differential which is about $25,000 or 50%.  A waiver is available if the total cost of the 
project is increased by 25% by the buy American requirements.  There are alternatives 
are out there according to Mike.  All of this information is for the stimulus grant.  In 
regard to the other grant, Mike has received more questions from the Environmental 
Facilities Corporation.  Discussions continued on this topic.  Mike stated that after all the 
preliminary paperwork is done then they can schedule the actual work to be done.  This 
will be requested by Chazen from the state. 
   
Fire House- Matthew Rochfort informed the Board of Trustees that Santa Night will be 
held on December 5th.  The GPS units are being worked on by the Fire Chief Chris 
Hawks to purchase with the donated funds.  Two bids have been received for replacement 
of the windows at the Fire House and a third bid request will not be submitted as per the 
letter attached.  The setting up of the Christmas trees will be done by the Fire Department 
instead of the Highway Department this year.  The response was overwhelming from the 
Fire Department members to assist in the decorations being displayed.  Mayor Ciferri 
thanked the Fire Department for their efforts.  The Highway Department will pick up the 
trees as in the past and store them at the garage.  Bob Collocola will let the Fire 
Department know when Rollins will have the trees available.  Trustee Morse repeated the 
process as he understood it.  Tom Nicks will do the wiring and the lights if time allows.  
Bob stated that the other holiday decorations installation will also be assisted by the Fire 
and Highway Departments. 
 
Police Department-Trustee Morse-see attached.      
 
Highway Department-Bob Collocola see attached. New flag holders were installed on 
the new light posts.  The SPEDES permit manhole repair requirements are being fulfilled.  
The leaf truck has starter issues and is in for repairs.  The Village used a Town of 
Washington Highway Department truck today and a driver to assist in leaf removal.  
Mayor Ciferri stated he has been confronted by a Nine Partners Lane resident on wanting 
it repaved.  The Mayor stated that the Village will not repave Nine Partners Lane.  He 
added that in the future the Village may extend the water and/or waste water requiring a 
newly paved road to be dug up at a great expense.  The Village will do what they have to 



do keep the pot wholes at a minimum. The Mayor was also stopped and asked to close off 
Nine Partners Lane to truck traffic.  He stated he will have to see about the possibility of 
imposing weight limits on that street which could be an issue for heating fuel deliveries.  
He added that the truck traffic in the past was due to the bridge work on Route 44. 
 
Thorne Building Project-Mayor Ciferri stated that the electric panels design and bids 
were requested and only 2 vendors responded.  The panels were ordered delivered and 
are stored in the Thorne building now.  Mayor Ciferri added that Spire architects will 
design and issues the specifications for the bathrooms.  There will be three handicap 
stalls located on the first floor and the basement bathrooms will be remodeled.  He stated 
the downstairs bathrooms will be completed first and then the first floor.  Bob stated that 
all the gutters were cleaned out in preparation for winter weather by the Highway 
Department.  Mayor Ciferri stated that he went through the attic on a heavy rain date and 
did not find any leaks. 
  
Erica Downing stated she is interested in discussing the funding for certain line items.  A 
confirmation is required as to what parts of the project the Village has funds for.  The 
building permit drawings are in to Ken McLaughlin for the alarm and sprinkler systems.  
The patching of the roof has been discussed before but the Downings are still concerned 
about property damage.  Mayor Ciferri stated that the second floor rooms will be gutted 
and the piping and venting may take 4 to 5 months to complete.  The downstairs will be 
done first.  Mayor Ciferri stated the Village will get a letter out about meeting at the 
Thorne Building to request quotes on the installation of materials on site.  Felice Manzi 
donated his time to repair the water damage from 18 years ago in the Village Offices. 
Mike Downing and Allen Rappleyea requested a meeting to find out how much money 
exists for the Thorne Building landlord renovations.  Allan added that he thinks all parties 
involved need to meet and leave the meeting knowing who is responsible for what and 
who is paying for what.  This way everyone will be on the same page.  The current path 
is not in the Village’s or the Downing’s best interest to prolong the project.  Mike stated 
that Squeaky Campbell is waiting for some equipment.  Skip Ciferri asked where leaks 
are located in the building.  Mike stated in the auditorium, both sides of the stage and the 
classroom.  Skip stated that the roofs were fixed.  Mike wants a meeting within a week to 
10 days if possible.     
 
Water/Waste Water Department-Mayor Ciferri see attached.   
 
Clerk-Linda Wiltse see attached.     
 
The Clerk stated that the Shared Services Grant contract has been signed and was mailed 
out Friday 11/6/09.  The NYS Comptroller, the Department of State and the 
Environmental Facilities Corp. must also sign the contract and send it back to the Village.  
Engineering will take place over the winter and then in the spring the ground work will 
begin.  Mayor Ciferri gave examples of ideas for the pipe repairs at a cost savings.  The 
Board requested the Clerk contact local electric contractors for bids on installing the new 
electric panels at the Thorne Building.  The Board also instructed the Clerk to set up a 
meeting with Ken McLaughlin and the Downings within 10 days.  The Board decided to 
change the second monthly meeting for November to Tuesday, November 17, 2009 due 
to a holiday conflict.  The Clerk informed the Board that the Dutchess County Board of 
Elections had read the absentee ballots today and confirmed that Edward Cox Jr. was our 



newly elected Village Trustee.  The Board requested that the Clerk contact the Dutchess 
County Board of Elections to see when the new Trustee may take the oath of office.  The 
Clerk inquired as to the bidding process in reference to gasoline, diesel and heating fuel 
since the Village’s contract has expired.  Trustee Hurley stated she will contact the Town 
of Washington’s Highway Superintendent for details.       
  
Trustee Comments-Some members of the Board of Trustees requested the employee 
handbook and the continuing discussion on the Village Code parking be tabled until the 
November 17, 2009 meeting.  Trustee Hurley had a conversation with Linda Roberts 
about the Village Board’s preliminary discussion on the Village Code parking.  She 
added that she wants to start off on right foot with the Planning Board on this topic.  
Mayor Ciferri will attend the Planning Board meeting as requested on Thursday, 
November 19, 2009 with Ken McLaughlin.  Rebecca Valk stated she will email the 
current Village Code changes discussed to Linda Wiltse so the Mayor will have them 
available for the meeting.  Trustee Hurley read the letter from Mike Spross in reference to 
the emblem he created for the Walkway Over the Hudson. (see attached letter)  Twenty 
flags in total were also created by local residents and five were donated to the Village.    
 
Mayor Ciferri read a letter from the cablevision company mentioning the rates going up 
as of December 1, 2009.  (see attached letter)    
 
Mike Kelsey was in attendance as our newly elected county legislator replacing Margaret 
Fettes.  He stated he will try to attend all his municipality’s monthly meetings.  Howard 
Schuman had several questions in reference to the Cornell Cooperative Extension 
programs currently being offered.  Skip commented on the Dutchess County Resource 
Recovery facility which is a thorn in the side of taxpayers and our local hauler has stated 
it is cheaper to go to the Goshen facility rather than our own county facility. 
 
The Board members discussed mounting special wall brackets to install Mike Spross’s 
Millbrook logo sign in the Village Hall main meeting room. 
 
Executive Session-Mayor Ciferri requested a motion to go into executive session to 
discuss personnel issues.  Trustee Morse made a motion to go into executive session at 
8:40 pm.  Trustee Hurley seconded.  All were in favor.  Trustee Hurley made a motion to 
exit out of executive session at 9:00 pm.  Trustee Morse seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Trustee Morse made a motion to put the Interim Court Clerk, Dawn Marie Klingner on 
the payroll and discontinue paying her by voucher.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were 
in favor.       
 
Audit bills. 
 
Adjourned-Trustee Morse made a motion to adjourn at 9:40 pm.  Trustee Hurley 
seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village Clerk 


