
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes October 27 2009 
 

Call to Order 7:10 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
In Attendance:  Mayor Andrew Ciferri, Trustee Whalen, Trustee Morse, Trustee Hurley 
and Rebecca Valk counselor. 
  
Grant-Mayor Ciferri discussed the resolution in reference to the Green Innovation Grant.  
Trustee Morse made a motion to pass the resolution in reference to the Green Innovation 
Grant.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor.  Mayor Ciferri added that he had 
received the contract for the $600,000 Green Innovation Grant and will be contacting 
Steve Lynch to discuss the contract.  Rebecca Valk requested a copy of the contract to 
read.   
 
Correspondence-The Board of Trustees requested the Clerk Linda Wiltse to inquire 
about a bill from Rhode, Soyka & Andrews, to request a meeting with the Downings in 
reference to the Thorne Building project and to send a thank you letter to Mike Spross 
regarding his work on the pins and banners for the Walkway over the Hudson.   
 
Thorne Building-Several issues at the Thorne Building were discussed including but not 
limited to New Year’s Eve Millbrook and the roof.   
 
Village Zoning-Trustee Hurley initiated the discussion on the Zoning code amendments 
as submitted by Rebecca Valk.  She referenced the parking issues, Section 230.42.4 (see 
the attached for changes to page 1)  Section 2 page 2 off street parking and loading 
outside the General Business (GB) district refers to parking fee of $100 was cut from the 
Village Code.  Trustee Hurley initiated the discussion on home occupation businesses.  
Trustee Whalen opened the conversation on special use permits.  He added leaving it up 
to the Planning Board’s discretion especially since the type of home occupation may 
effect the issuance of the special use permit.  Rebecca requested the definition of public 
amusement in the Village Code which currently does not exist.  Mix use needing 
clarification and multi-family issues were also part of the dialogue.   
Page 11-Rebecca stated that it is presumed to be in the law that an appeal of the Building 
Inspector’s decision will go to the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) which is the appellate 
division for the Building Inspector.   
Page 13-Top-Trustee Hurley stated that to add any violation discovered by the Planning 
Board, the ZBA or the Building Inspector shall be filed and no action or review can be 
taken by the Planning Board or the ZBA.  Trustee Whalen added that while appealing any 
action is stayed.  Questions were raised in reference to the violation being directly related 
to the application before the Planning Board.  Examples were discussed.  The ZBA will 
hear appeals and give a determination.   



Permit Table-(back of Code book)-Trustee Hurley questioned if the Special Permit 
Table has been amended.  She added that the business community has been looking to the 
Village Board of Trustees for positive changes to promote businesses.  Scott Tumblety 
asked if it is possible for mandates for a percentage of certain businesses.  Trustee Hurley 
responded by stating that they cannot use percentages but the Comprehensive Plan can 
promote retail.  The Village has no tax assessment on commercial businesses or 
buildings.  Trustee Morse stated that it is a three part plan including the right philosophy, 
the Comprehensive Plan and the Boards of the Village of Millbrook.  Trustee Morse 
added that the Historical Society could act as the welcome wagon combining with other 
organizations such as the Millbrook Rotary, the Millbrook Business Association and the 
Village Board of Trustees.   
 
Village Employee Handbook-Trustee Hurley gave a general overview of the handbook 
and stated the need for input for the Court, Fire Department and the Clerk/Treasurer’s 
duties and responsibilities portion of the handbook.        
 
Executive session was entered into at 8:55 p.m. to discuss the vacancy, personnel and the 
Thorne Building Lease with a motion made by Mayor Ciferri.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  
All were in favor.  Executive session was exited at 9:30 p.m. with a motion made by 
Trustee Hurley.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Trustee Whalen made a motion for Rebecca Valk to prepare a declaratory relief where 
the judge would give an opinion on the special election to be held on Tuesday, November 
3, 2009.  Questions were raised as to what date an appointment would stand until.  
Discussions continued on the issue.  Trustee Hurley stated that Mayor Ciferri is trying to 
abide by the Village Election Laws.  The motion was not seconded.   
 
Adjourned 10:40 p.m. by a motion made by Mayor Ciferri.  Trustee Morse seconded.  
All were in favor.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda T. Wiltse  
Village Clerk 


