
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

Minutes May 12, 2009 
 

Call to Order 7:05 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
In Attendance:  Mayor Andrew Ciferri, Trustee Whalen, Trustee Hurley and Trustee 
Bondus 
 
Mayor Ciferri introduced Audrey Scott, as legal council, filling in for Rebecca Valk from 
Vandewater and Vandewater.   
 
Fire House- Matthew Rochfort requested the Board attend and ride in the Firemen’s 
Parade.  He informed them that the Carnival will be held from July 8, 2009 to July 11, 
2009.  Mayor Ciferri stated that there are two group homes owned by the Taconic DDSO.  
The State has changed its fire alarm protocol which will be dispatched immediately by 
911 now.   
 
Police Department-Officer Scribner-see attached.  He requested permission to interview 
a court officer and 2 new police officers.  Trustee Bondus stated she thought this was 
approved at last month’s meeting.  Trustee Whalen will sit in on the interview process 
and speak to the Judge Prisco and the Court Clerk, Shirley Evert.  Trustee Bondus made a 
motion to proceed with the interviews.  Trustee Hurley seconded.  All were in favor.  The 
Clerk added that the Division of Criminal Justice Services Bicycle Grant final 5 reports 
have been submitted.  Also, the desk audit performed by the state was passed with flying 
colors.   
 
Highway Department-Bob Collocola see attached.  He stated that some street lights will 
be removed tomorrow.  Mayor Ciferri discussed the purchasing of new street lights and 
the Clerk read the CHIPS letter.   
 
Water/Waste Water Department-Cathy Meier see attached.  The beavers have been 
removed from the water source area.  Cathy stated that 30 feet of sewer pipe has been 
replaced on Ciferri Drive.  Tomorrow another 70 feet of sewer pipe will be replaced.  The 
County stated the permit to dig on County House Road will be left open for one year but 
the County must be notified when digging is required within that one year.  The fire 
hydrant report will be available in the next 10 to 15 days.  Mayor Ciferri requested the 
style of the hydrants needing fixing and their location.   
 
Clerk-Linda Wiltse requested the Board to approve the minutes for the meeting held on 
April 14, 2009 and April 28, 2009.  Trustee Bondus made a motion to accept these 
minutes.  Trustee Hurley seconded.  All were in favor.  Linda requested the Board 
consider a previously made suggestion of only holding one meeting a month for the 



months of May, June, July, August and September.  The Board approved only one 
meeting to be held on the second Tuesday of each month until October.   
 
Trustee Comments-Trustee Bondus stated the next Emergency meeting will be held on 
Monday, June 1, 2009.  In September families will be taught how to prepare for 
emergencies at home.   
 
Unsafe Buildings-Mayor Ciferri opened the public hearing on the Unsafe Building Local 
Law.  Tim Tice stated questions he had on following the SEQRA process.  Mayor Ciferri 
responded that this process is being followed properly.  Tim stated his concerns and 
effects on Halycon Hall which is registered on the National Historic registry.  He asked to 
have the following words in Part A removed (barricades, fencing or alarms abated).  
Trustee Hurley referred to Section C where there was no mention of barricades, alarms or 
fencing in that paragraph.  Tim added that the City of Poughkeepsie’s law for which this 
is modeled after states that property under Notice to Correct must be repaired or 
demolished.  Mary Shaughnessy stated that she agreed with Tim’s statements.  The 
Village needs to get in place a law that will force property owners to comply.  She does 
not want to give property owners an easy route.  The Board must make the law tight and 
get the wording refined.  It is worth it to take the time to do just that.  Kate Farrell also 
stated she supports Tim’s comments.  She stated that the owner of the former Bennett 
College does not care but does the Village?  Frank Grasso stated that there are buildings 
everywhere falling down or going to fall down in the Village.  Mayor Ciferri stated that 
the Board is trying their best to get an appropriate law in place that will benefit all of the 
Village residents.  Audrey read the #1 SEQRA on the written form stating the type 1 
actions.  Adoption of this law does not fall under this list of type 1 action.  Audrey read 
#2 SEQRA which sets up due process and gives them the right to appeal to the Board of 
Trustees.  The public safety is of great concern as well as property owner’s rights.  Mary 
Shaughnessy stated she felt that abutter’s rights are not looked after in the new law.  Tim 
stated he has relied on the law and the Village Board of Trustee to act on the condemned 
buildings.  He is concerned the Board of Trustees will not act.  Hester Weeden stated that 
the Board shall act pending disposition of this ordinance.  Frank Grasso questioned 
whether a clause should be included stating that if required and necessary the Village 
may require a fence or barricade be put up immediately.  Remove the loopholes.  Trustee 
Bondus stated she felt they were all close in the wording of this law.  Audrey stated there 
were no loopholes for the ZEO (Zoning Enforcement Officer).  Trustee Whalen stated he 
would not remove the wording in regard to temporary abatement using fencing, alarms 
and barricades.  Trustee Hurley stated she was okay with the suggestions.  She wanted to 
act and move forward.   
 
 Audrey stated her concerns over who will pay for a temporary abatement but 
added the law will not be weakened by removing wording mentioned above.  Trustee 
Whalen stated that fine tuning the language will not require another public hearing.  
Trustee Whalen stated the ZEO will have the power to take the necessary steps to abate.  
Trustee Bondus questioned whether the law would be weakened by removing the 
temporary abatement wording.  Trustee Whalen agreed to remove the wording.  Audrey 
discussed the prior preparation of the Short Form EAF and walked the Board through the 



paperwork.  (see attached)  The Board proceeded to vote on the Negative Declaration.  
Trustee Whalen made a motion to approve the Negative Declaration as prepared.  Trustee 
Bondus seconded.  All were in favor.  Mayor Ciferri moved to adopt Local Law #2 for 
2009 with amendments to paragraph A as reworded and repeal Local Law #1.  Trustee 
Hurley made a motion to offer the resolution to adopt Local Law #2 and repeal Local 
Law #1.  Trustee Bondus seconded.  All were in favor.  Trustee Hurley made a motion to 
close the public hearing on the Unsafe Building Code.  Trustee Bondus seconded.  All 
were in favor.   
 
Thorne Building Project-Mayor Ciferri presented a resolution for consideration.  He 
stated this is in reference to the water/waste water usage at the Thorne Building.  The 
NYS DEC has given a firm verbal approval to proceed and will follow up with a written 
approval.  He requested the Board approve the resolution for 3,000 gallons of 
water/waste water usage per event.  The I&I that has been removed far exceed this 
request.  Trustee Bondus made a motion to approve 3,000 gallons of water/waste water 
usage per event for the Thorne Building.  Trustee Whalen seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Grants- Chris Lapine a representative of the Chazen Companies initiated the discussion 
as per the attached draft grant application.  He gave the status report in regard to the 
water/ waste water treatment plant and the SPEDES permit.  Mike Fanning had 
previously discussed with the Board the potential upgrades, the overflow retention 
facility, the meter required to track the outflow from the ORF.  He also discussed a 
second meter required to separate the water that goes through the total treatment plant 
from the water that skips a step in the process.  He stated the chlorine must be removed 
from the water before it is released into the stream.  A new installed upgraded process 
will neutralize the chlorination.  The upgrades will include a building with two separate 
rooms.  One room will be to chlorinate the water and the other room will be to 
dechlorinate the water.  The water that is pumped there is already at the head of the 
facility.  This will require a new upgraded meter to record more than 500,000 gallons of 
flow to be accurate.  Ken Sherrible stated at this earlier meeting that improvements are 
needed to the aeration system.  A more sophisticated system will reduce the power 
consumption requirements.  The deadline for the grant application is May 29, 2009.  This 
grant will apply for the installation of bubble diffusers to aid in the oxygenation of the 
water.  Chris Lapine stated this requires a Type 2 SEQRA action.  A letter to the SHIPO 
(State Office of Historic Parks) is required for the DEC and the Green Innovation Grant 
application.  Audrey advised the Board that the first step is to classify this action as a 
Type 2.  Trustee Hurley made a motion to classify the repair work as noted in the grant 
application as presented as a Type 2 action.  Trustee Bondus seconded.  All were in 
favor.  Trustee Hurley made a motion to accept the resolution stating the Chazen 
Companies to provide the Green Innovation Grant application as presented to the Mayor.  
Trustee Bondus seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Chris Lapine presented a separate grant application for a reduction in I&I.  This is needed 
to perform the work required for an easement or license, legal consent.  (see attached for 
recommendations from Rebecca Valk, Village attorney)  This is a 90 % matching NYS 
EFC Green Innovation grant.  Trustee Hurley questioned if a rating system was part of 



this grant application review process.  Mike Fanning stated there is no scoring system for 
this grant application.  Mayor Ciferri stated that removing I&I will create a cost savings 
at the plant level.  Mike Fanning recommended charging $50.00 per Village resident for 
inspections.  Town of Washington residents hooked up to the waste water treatment 
system must demonstrate what they have done to reduce their I&I.  Chris Lapine stated 
he could produce the application in a day.  Trustee Hurley made a motion to classify this 
grant application for removal of I&I as a Type 2 action and authorize the Chazen 
Companies to produce the Green Innovation grant application.  Trustee Bondus 
seconded.  All were in favor.  Chris added that the draft grant application would be 
reprinted as well as the license submitted by Rebecca Valk.   
 
Friendly Lane-Chris Lapine inquired about the study for changing Friendly Lane to a 
one way street.  Trustee Whalen stated that resident safety and traffic speed is an 
important issue.  Chris stated that from the study aspect it could be determined if 
problems exist and this should be evaluated.  Trustee Hurley questioned the cost of the 
study that was submitted to Trustee Morse.  Chris stated it was $2,500.   
 
Fire Department- Chief Chris Hawks informed the Board about the Chief’s new vehicle 
purchase was put on hold until the end of the summer by the manufacturer who had to 
close the plant for two months.  Mayor Ciferri repeated the Taconic DDSO’s fire protocol 
discussed earlier to the Chief.   
 
Planning Board Fees-Mayor Ciferri discussed the Planning Board’s application 
recreational fees.  Audrey stated the fees are not embedded in the Village code.  Trustee 
Whalen made the following recommendations: 
 
Mayor/Minor subdivisions  $1,600 
Site Plan   $800    
Special Permit Independent $600 with site plan  $400 
Application Fee sign review $100 (this has no formal application) 
 
The Board requested holding off of the sign review fees to have time to review the 
Village code for signage law information.  A provision for the sign review process and 
amendments to the Zoning code may be required.  Trustee Bondus made a motion to 
accept all fee changes except the sign review making this effective immediately.  Trustee 
Whalen seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Trustee Comments-Trustee Hurley commented on the Quadra-centennial celebration 
painted banner requested to represent the Village of Millbrook at the Walkway over the 
Hudson River kickoff.  She also brought up the proposed Community Garden for which 
she has received approximately 20 applications to date.  She stated they may be 
abandoning the Church Street location.  They are considering a location at the Millbrook 
Central School since they want the best site possible.   
 
Mayor Ciferri stated that approximately 85% of the basement has been completed using 
the $20,000 donated by the Tribute Gardens.   



Kate Farrell informed the public that the Farmer’s Market begins on May 23, 2009 with 5 
new members included in the total of 26.  (9 am to 1 pm)   
 
Frank Grasso inquired about the funding for paving the cul de sac for the east end of 
Maple Avenue.  In 2000 the Village removed 200 feet of paved road.  He added there are 
drainage concerns at the end of Maple Avenue and runs off into the cul de sac.   
 
Mayor Ciferri stated that the Village has budgeted for pressure pumps for Village 
residents who have wells only.  They have also budgeted for Village resident’s septic 
systems to be pumped out once every five years.   
 
Ambulance Service-Mayor Ciferri presented the professional ambulance service 
proposals for contract year beginning June 1, 2009 to May 31, 2010 as follows: 
 
1.  Alamo $267,000 for 7 days a week from 5 am to 5 pm 
  $19,512 a month 
  $234,144 annually for 5 days a week from 5 am to 5 pm 
 
2.  NDP $186,000 for 7 days a week from 5 am to 5 pm 
 
3.  TransCare $184,003 for 7 days week from 5 am to 5 pm for the 1st year of contract 
  $190,445 for the second year of the contract 
  $197,108 for the third year of the contract 
 
The Mayor stated the bid will not be awarded since review of the proposals will be done 
on Friday with the Chief Chris Hawks and Captain of the Rescue Squad Liz Baldwin 
with Board approval.  All the companies will amend the contract to five days a week if 
requested.  The Mayor was informed that coverage from Pleasant Valley or Poughkeepsie 
could be guaranteed from Alamo.  The Chief Chris Hawks agreed with this statement.  
He stated the backfill availability was questionable and not guaranteed.  Trustee Bondus 
made a motion to approve the Mayor to award the contract after meeting with the Fire 
Department and the Rescue Squad for ambulance service.  Trustee Hurley seconded.  All 
were in favor.   
 
Audit bills. 
 
Adjourned 10:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Village Clerk     
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