
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 

April 28, 2009 
 
 
Call to Order  7:02 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  led by Mayor Ciferri 
  
In Attendance:  Mayor Ciferri, Trustee Bondus, and Trustee Hurley  
 
Chazen-Representatives, Steve Alex and Chris Lapine, were in attendance.  Discussions 
involved I&I proceedings, the SPEDES reporting required and the costs entailed.   
 
Budget-The public hearing continued on the 2009-2010 Budget.  Later in the evening, 
Trustee Hurley made a motion to pass the preliminary 2009-2010 Budget at the set 
figures.  Trustee Bondus seconded.  All were in favor.  The Village Clerk was instructed 
to prepare the warrant, post it in the paper and notify the County.       
 
Alamo-Lawrence Bigando, a representative of Alamo spoke on mutual aid among fire 
districts.  He mentioned that Pleasant Valley was okay for calls that were a priority 1 or 2 
(life threatening).  Alamo proposed adding standby for Fire and Rescue events in the 
Town of Washington (2 to 3 times per year).  They referred to this as backfill.  Mayor 
Ciferri stated he has been looking for the ability to do just this type of coverage.  Trustee 
Hurley stated that any modifications needed to be included in the contract with the Town 
of Washington.  Lawrence added that this would enhance patient care and would provide 
training each year as well.  The agreement would provide a backfill on Monday through 
Fridays only.  This will leave the door open for the volunteers to pick up more hours in 
the contract with Alamo.  Alamo is affiliated with Healthquest and no merger is in sight 
at this point as questioned by Trustee Hurley.  Also questioned were the patient’s costs 
and the Village’s costs.  Alamo stated they took the average revenue into consideration 
when making their proposal.  Supervisor Prisco asked about Alamo’s access to secondary 
insurance if Medicare is the primary insurance carrier.  Alamo stated it does have special 
billing for limited or fixed income patients.  Mayor Ciferri stated a meeting with Frank 
the Town of Pleasant Valley Supervisor is needed to discuss these issues.  Mayor Ciferri 
added he is looking for more bids and proposals from other emergency service providers.   
 
Chazen-Chris Lapine, director of engineering, stated he has an invested interest in the 
community.  His children attend school here and he lives in the Town of Clinton.  Mike 
Fanning will work on the I&I issues and the waste water design on the treatment plant.  
Chris will provide feedback to Chazen and he will be the Village’s point of contact.  Last 
Thursday a meeting was held with Mayor Ciferri, Trustee Hurley, VRI representative 
Ken Sherrible and three Chazen representatives to prepare the application for the Green 
Initiative Clean Water Program which will be emailed by next Friday.  It needs to be 
finalized on the May 26th meeting.  This will address the energy efficiency and the 
filtration beds.  Chris stated the engineering report and the design drawings are due 



August 1, 2009 to the NYS DEC on the SPEDES permit.  The Village of Millbrook 
wants to demonstrate compliance with all the requirements.  The conversation ensued in 
regard to GIS and GPS mapping updates.  Trustee Bondus stated she would like to see 
the mapping begin now and inquired about the costs.  Trustee Hurley added that the 
Village is looking to grants for funding since this is not in the budget.  This should be 
part of a long term plan.  Trustee Bondus stated she did not want the Village to lose this 
opportunity if they don’t act now.  Steve Alex stated that collecting data is the most 
costly part of the mapping project.  Mayor Ciferri stated he would like to concentrate on 
manhole repairs.  Chris Lapine added that the Village could build on the mains and then 
add the lateral connections.  He recommended focusing on the regulatory aspects first 
since it is the most important.  He will confirm if it will be a 2 or 3 year commitment and 
submit at the next board meeting.  Chazen will provide what information they currently 
have.  Trustee Hurley inquired about the transportation study for Friendly Lane.   
 
Unsafe Building Code-Rebecca Valk, Village attorney, gave the Board a letter 
discussing the Unsafe Building Code submitted by Richard Cantor.  She gave her 
recommendations and modification in reference to those document.  Trustee Bondus 
stated she was in favor of moving forward with the resolution of introduction and setting 
a public hearing date for Local Law #2.  The resolution states that Local Law #1 will be 
repealed.  The repeal will take effect when Local Law #2 is adopted.  Trustee Bondus 
made a motion to set the public hearing for Local Law #2 for May 12, 2009.  Trustee 
Hurley seconded.  All were in favor.  The notice of public hearing will be posted at least 
5 days before the public hearing to be held on May 12, 2009.  The short EAF, the 
resolution of adoption and the Negative Declaration will be provided at the May 12, 2009 
public hearing.  Rebecca stated that if substantial changes are made then a new public 
hearing is required.  Tim Tice had questions, specifically in regard to condemned 
buildings being fenced in or demolished.  Rebecca stated that the current law is almost 
verbatim identical to the City of Poughkeepsie law.  She stated the new law is a more 
efficient use of the Village’s “police power”.  Tim stated he has asked the Board for 18 
months to follow the current law and that he felt he has been patient.  He wants the 
Village residents to have the power to appeal if the Village officials have determined a 
building unsafe.  Mayor Ciferri agreed to circulate the cover letter submitted by Rebecca 
to the public.  Trustee Bondus made a motion to circulate the cover letter as submitted by 
Rebecca.  Trustee Hurley seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Relevy-Trustee Hurley made a motion to accept the relevy of outstanding water/waste 
water bills as submitted by the Water/Sewer Clerk, Dana Lopergalo.  Trustee Bondus 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Thorne Building Project- Mayor Ciferri commented on the Thorne Building Project and 
the Planning Board’s request to pass a resolution to confirm the waste water usage for 
events held at the Thorne Building.  He stated he will contact the NYS DEC and give 
them notice of the Board’s intent.   
 
Planning Board Fees-Trustee Hurley commented on the Planning Board’s request for 
fee increases in regard to projects brought before them.  This resolution consideration 



will be held over until the May 12, 2009 meeting.  Rebecca recommended that the Board 
look into whether the fees are specifically mentioned in the Village Code.  If they are not 
then the resolution can be passed to increase the fees.  The Clerk also mentioned that she 
will be looking into water and waste water fees as compared to other similar 
municipalities as per the Board’s request.  Trustee Bondus offered to get the Clerk in 
touch with Joyce Heaton as a resource for this information.  Trustee Hurley suggested the 
Board look at change of use requirements in the future.  Mayor Ciferri added that he had 
attended the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Planning Board’s meetings where he asked 
them to give the Board of Trustees a list of difficulties.  This list would also include 
recommended changes, updates and struggles encountered.  Supervisor Prisco added 
comments on Recreation fees.        
  
Trustee Comments-Mayor Ciferri stated that Betsy Shequine contacted him in regard to 
difficulties at the Millbrook Golf and Tennis Club with borders and lot lines along 
Church Street.  The Club had a title search done recently.  To date there is no information 
from that search.  She stated the tax map lines and the property lines are different.  They 
are requesting a change of right of way through the property.  This will be done at no cost 
to the Village.  Rebecca stated she will review the subdivision and the code.  Rebecca’s 
initial response is that it is not necessary to have a subdivision review.    
 
Public Participation-Tim Tice previously gave Trustee Morse copies of the Vassar 
College crosswalk information.  The other Board members were given copies at the 
meeting.  Trustee Bondus stated that Friendly Lane is to narrow for 3 vehicles to be 
abreast.       
 
Adjourned- Trustee Hurley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. Trustee 
Bondus seconded.  All were in favor.  
 
Respectfully submitted 

 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Clerk / Treasurer  
Village of Millbrook 
 


