
Village of Millbrook 
Board of Trustees 
March 24, 2009 

 
 
Call to Order  7:00 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  led by Mayor Ciferri 
  
In Attendance:  Mayor Ciferri, Trustee Bondus left at 9:30 pm, Trustee Hurley and 
Trustee Morse 
 
Chazen-Mike Fanning from Chazen Engineering stated that no other awards are being 
given in reference to the clean water grant.  Steve Alex, also of Chazen, mentioned the 
Green Innovative Grant Program and the deadline for the application is May.  This grant 
would help with the I&I costs and the plant upgrades costs.  The USDA has low interest 
(2%) loans and/or grants which are a possibility as well.  Steve explained that after the 
Village is on the list then the Village project will be rated.  EFC does the scoring and 
awards will be given in August followed by a check in October.  The SPEDES permit is 
dated January 28, 2009.  Chazen will give a proposal to the Board to sign and then 
Chazen will move forward on the application.  Chazen, VRI and the Board want to meet 
to discuss the I&I progress and plans.  Trustee Hurley wants to look at the operating and 
capital improvement budgets separately for the water and the waste water departments.  
Mike Fanning stated that Chazen would be able to provide the mapping, a chain of 
control, the funding applications and the reports which are required at different intervals.   
 
Rescue Squad-Lori Olson read the 2010 budget for the Rescue Squad and handed the 
Board pamphlets on examples of shelters for rehabilitation.  The Rescue Squad is not 
expecting any donations for training.  Trustee Hurley stated the need to increase the 
contracted hours with Alamo from 5 days per week to 7 days per week.  This would 
cover the hours from 5 am to 5 pm.  There are 18 active members on the squad.  Lori 
Olson informed the Board that the Squad could not cover Saturdays and Sundays from 5 
am to 5 pm.  Lori Olson added the Squad’s first concern is the public and that their pride 
is hurt by this final outcome.  Mayor Ciferri stated he will speak to ambulance company 
providers to request bids and proposals.  (Alamo, Transcare and Northern Dutchess)  The 
Village will work with other communities to get the best possible price and coverage.  
The volume of calls affects the costs.  Ted Bownas, Deputy Chief of the Fire Department, 
stated that he is 100% in favor of teaming up with another municipality. ( for example 
Unionvale)  A question was raised about the fuel costs which were not in the Rescue 
Squad’ budget.    
 
Lori visited the topic of a rehabilitation vehicle to transport and store the rehabilitation 
equipment.  The Squad would purchase the vehicle and they are looking for the Village to 
insure and register the vehicle.  Initially, the vehicle will be parked behind the Fire 
House.  They have toyed with the idea of a trailer but found this is not the best option.     
 



Firematic-Chief Chris Hawks informed the Board that in 2005 a law was passed that 
when the lights go off on the vehicles the operator needs a CDL license to drive the 
vehicle.  He added the turnout gear for each new member is fitted to each individual.  The 
life expectancy of the turnout gear is 8-9 years.  The gear is inspected each year.  3 ½ sets 
can be purchased for a total cost of $10,000.  The department expects to purchase 3-5 sets 
of gear per year.  (NFPA) National Fire Protection Association.  Trustee Hurley 
questioned how many volunteers are in the Firematic.  Chris stated there are 25.  Trustee 
Hurley offered Channel 22 and the Village website for posting volunteers needed for the 
Rescue Squad and the Firematic.  Chris informed the Board that the rescue truck 
responds to all accidents in case of fire or the jaws of life is needed.   
 
Fire House-The French doors requested for the Fire House were discussed at length.  A 
total of 4 air conditioning units are required to cool the upstairs 2 rooms.  Mayor Ciferri 
thanked the Police Department, Fire and Rescue Departments in regard to the help in the 
potential protester control.   
 
Highway-Mayor Ciferri proposed using CHIPS money for the grate, catch basin and 
manhole cover capital improvement projects in budget for next year.  Bob Collocola 
stated that maybe they can include the whole project.  Bob added that the storm drains 
that are hooked into the sewer pipes could be added to the CHIPS requests.  Trustee 
Hurley stated that Rosemary at the NYS DOT should be contacted for details.  In regard 
to the sidewalk project, all of them located on one street will be done simultaneously to 
keep the cement truck costs down.  The rating of the sidewalk condition will not affect 
certain portions of sidewalks from being repaired or replaced.  Trustee Hurley raised 
concerns over the drainage on Route 343 and Church Street.  Bob stated that he contacted 
the State but they never got back to him.  Bob is not sure where the water exits to. Mayor 
Ciferri wants the Highway Department to look in rebar fencing to reinforce the sidewalks 
that are poured in large sections.   
 
Trustee Hurley commented on the sidewalk bricks and the tree root issues.  Mayor Ciferri 
stated that the bricks would have to be removed, the roots cut and then the bricks 
replaced.  However, this will eventually kill the tree.  Frank Grasso requested the Board 
look at paving the cul de sac at the end of Maple Avenue.  Trustee Hurley stated that 
there is no money for a new truck in this operating budget.  Bob requested the 2002 snow 
plow be replaced since it has been repaired and welded 3 times.  In leiu of a new truck, 
the $4,000 new plow would eventually be put on the new future truck.  Bob also stated 
that the two Highway employees deserve a salary raise and that he has considered the 
present economy when making this request.  They respond to Bob’s calls at all hours of 
the night for snow removal and emergencies.  Trustee Hurley stated that their dedication 
is greatly appreciated and that this salary increase would affect regular and snow removal 
pay.  Mayor Ciferri added that next year he wants to look into replacing the windows at 
the Highway garage. (8 windows)  Bob commented on the recent sign purchases and the 
low costs from the new vendor being used.            
 
Trustee Comments-Trustee Hurley stated that the Village’s revenues are fixed.  The 
expenses are where the Board needs to adjust.   



   
Public Participation-see above. 
 
Adjourned- Trustee Hurley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 p.m. Trustee 
Morse seconded.  All were in favor. (Trustees Bondus had previously left) 
 
Respectfully submitted 

 
Linda T. Wiltse 
Clerk / Treasurer  
Village of Millbrook 
 


