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Sec. 8-1-1 

Rules and Regulations Regarding Health 
Health Nuisances; Abatement of 
Deposit of Deleterious Substances Prohibited 
Destruction of Noxious Weeds 
Regulation of Natural Landscapes 
Regulation of Length of Lawn and Grasses 
Compulsory Connection to Village Sewer and Water System 
Unhealthy, Hazardous or Unsightly Materials on Public or 

Private Property 
Rodent Control 
Composting Regulations 
Discharge of Clear Waters 
Sump Pump Discharge Regulated 
Disturbance of Refuse Containers 
Fencing of Anhydrous Ammonia Tanks 
Regulation of Smoking and Vaping 
Violation of Law Relating to Health 

Rules and Regulations Regarding Health. 
The Village Board, acting as Board of Health, may make reasonable and general rules for the 
enforcement of the provisions of this Chapter and for the prevention of the creation of health 
nuisances and the protection of the public health and welfare and may, where appropriate, require 
the issuance of licenses and permits. All such r gulations shall have the same effect as 
ordinances, and any person violating any of such regulations and any lawful order of the Village 
Board shall be subject to the general penalty provided for in this Code of Ordinances. 

Sec. 8-1-2 Public Safety and Health Hazards/Nuisances Regulated. 
(a) Purpose. No person, company or corporation shall erect, contrive, cause, continue,

maintain or permit to exist any public health or safety hazard within the Village of Lone
Rock. The Village Board, acting as the Board of Health, shall abate health nuisances
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pursuant to Ch. 823, Wis. Stats., which is adopted by reference and made part of this 
Section, or pursuant to the procedures of this Section, Sec. 10-5-8, Title 11, Chapter 6 
and/or Title 15, Chapter 4 of this Code of Ordinances. 

(b) Definitions. The following definitions shall be applicable in this Section:
(1) Health and Safety Hazard. A public health and safety hazard or nuisance is an 

object, act, occupation, condition or use or property which shall continue for such
length of time as to: 
a. Substantially annoy, injure or endanger the comfort, health, repose or safety of

the public; or 
b. In any way render the public insecure in life or in the use of property.

(2) Public Hazards Affecting Health. The following acts, omissions, places, conditions
and objects are hereby specifically declared to be hazards and nuisances, but such
enumeration shall not be construed to exclude other health hazards coming within the 
definition of Subsection (b)(l):
a. Accumulation of decayed animal or vegetable matter, trash, rubbish, or any 

material whatsoever in which flies, mosquitoes, disease-carrying insects, rats or 
other vermin may breed.

(3) Safety Hazards. 
a. The following acts, omissions, places and conditions are hereby declared safety

hazards and nuisances. However, such enumeration shall not be construed to 
exclude other hazards affecting public safety coming within the provisions of
Subsection (b)(l):
1. All buildings and structures so old, dilapidated or out of repair as to be 

dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or otherwise unfit for human use or occupancy.
2. All abandoned or non-operational refrigerators, freezers, and iceboxes from

which the doors and other covers have not been removed or are not equipped
with a device for opening the door from the inside.

3. Fire code or safety violations found when the required state fire inspections
are performed.

b. Time to repair or con-ect fire code or safety violations will be on an individual
basis granted upon notice of violation.

( 4) Public Safety and Other Hazards. The following acts, omissions, places and objects
are hereby specifically declared to be public safety or health hazards and nuisances
offending the health, comfort, repose or safety of Village residents, but such
enumeration shall not be construed to exclude other hazards within Subsection (b)(l):
a. All property owners within the Village of Lone Rock who allow their property

to accumulate trash, litter or rubbish shall be in violation of this Subsection.
1. Litter as used in this Subsection includes but is not limited to trash and/or 

wastepaper lying scattered about.
2. Trash, as used in this Subsection, includes but is not limited to some thing

or object worth little or nothing or is in a crumpled or broken inoperable
condition.
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3. Rubbish, as used in this Subsection, includes but is not limited to waste
materials, garbage and refuse of every character and kind collected and/or
accumulated.

(c) Abatement of Public Hazards. 
(1) Inspection of Premises. Whenever a person residing within five hundred (500) feet

or adjacent to a hazard makes a written complaint to the Village office or to a Village
enforcement officer that a public health or safety hazard exists within the Village of
Lone Rock, the enforcement officer shall promptly and forthwith inspect or cause to 
be inspected the premises complained of and shall make a written report of his/her
findings to the Village Board. Whenever practicable, the enforcement officer shall
cause photographs to be made of the premises and shall file the same in the office of
the Village Clerk.

(2) Summary Abatement. 
a. Notice to Owner. If the enforcement officer shall determine that a public health

or safety hazard exists within the Village of Lone Rock and that there is great
and immediate danger to the public health, safety, peace, morals or decency upon 
a person, company, or corporation causing, permitting, or maintaining such a
hazard, whether an owner or occupant of the premises where such hazard is 
caused, permitted, or maintained. If immediate personal service cannot be made,
a copy of such notice shall be posted on the premises in a location likely to 
attract the attention of the owner or occupant thereof, as well as direct mail notice
to the last known owner of said property. Such notice shall direct the person,
company or corporation causing, permitting, or maintaining such hazard, or owner
or occupant of the premises to start abatement within twenty-four (24) hours and 
complete such abatement within thirty (30) days, and shall state that unless such 
hazard is so abated, the Village may cause the same to be abated and will charge
the cost thereof to the owner, occupant, or person causing, permitting or 
maintaining the hazard.

b. Abatement by Village. If the health or safety hazard is not abated within the 
time provided or if the owner, occupant or person causing the hazard cannot be 
found, the enforcement officer in the case of health hazards and other causes shall
cause the abatement or removal of such public hazards.

c. Abatement by Court Action. If the enforcement officer shall determine that a
health or safety hazard exists on private premises but that the nature of such 
hazard is not such as to threaten great and immediate danger to the public health,
safety, peace, morals or decency, he/she shall file a written report of his/her
findings with the Village Board who shall cause an action to abate such hazard
to be commenced in the name of the Village in the Circuit Court of Richland or 
Sauk County (as appropriate) in accordance with the provisions of Ch. 823, Wis. 
Stats. In the alternative, the Village Board may direct the enforcement officer to 
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(3) The failure of the Village Clerk to record such claim or to mail such notice or the
failure of the owner to receive such notice shall not affect the right to place the
Village expense on the tax rolls for unpaid bills for abating the public nuisance as 
provided for in this Section.

(i) Penalty.
(1) Any person, fim1 or corporation which does not abate the nuisance within the required

time period or who otherwise violates the provisions of this Section shall be subject
to the general penalty found in Section 1-1-6.

(2) In addition to any penalties herein provided, the Village of Lone Roack may issue
stop work orders upon owners of lots where work is unfinished under a previously
issued permit for any violation of this Section.

Sec. 8-1-6 Regulation of Length of Lawn and Grasses. 
(a) Purpose.

(1) General Intent. This Section is adopted due to the unique nature of the problems 
associated with lawns, grasses and noxious weeds being allowed to grow to excessive 
length in the Village of Lone Rock, adversely impacting the public health and safety. 
Except as provided in Section 8-1-5, the owner or occupant of any lot or parcel in the 
Village which is one (1) acre or less in area around a residence shall install and 
maintain landscaping, plantings and other decorative smface treatments, including turf 
grass, so as to present an attractive appearance in all yard areas in accordance with 
generally accepted landscaping practices in Wisconsin. Plantings shall be maintained 
so as not to present hazards to adjoining prope1ties or to persons or vehicles traveling 
on public ways and shall be maintained so as to enhance the appearance and value of 
the property on which located and thereby the appearance and value of the 
neighborhood and the Village of Lone Rock.

(2) Definitions. The te1ms used in this Section and Section 8-1-5.
a. Turf Grass. Grass commonly used in regularly cut lawns or play areas such as, 

but not limited to, blue grass, fescue and rye grass blends.
b. Natural La,wn. Any land managed to preserve or restore native Wisconsin 

grasses and forbes, native trees, shrubs, wildflowers and aquatic plants.
(b) Public Nuisance Declared.

(1) Occupied Residential Lots. The Village Board finds that lawns, grasses and noxious 
weeds on non-agricultural occupied residential lots or parcels of land one (1) acre or 
under around a residence, as classified under the Village Zoning Code, within the 
Village of Lone Rock which exceed six (6) inches in length adversely affect the 
public health and safety of the public in that they tend to emit pollen and other 
discomforting bits of plants, constitute a fire hazard and a safety hazard in that debris
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can be hidden in the grass, interferes with the public convenience and adversely 
affects property values of other land within the Village. For that reason, any non-
agricultural lawn, grasses or weeds on an occupied residential lot or other parcel of 
land one (1) acre or under in size which exceeds six (6) inches in length is hereby 
declared to be a public nuisance, except for property located in a designated 
floodplain area and/or wetland area or where the lawn, grass or weed is part of a 
natural lawn approved pursuant to Section 8-1-5 above. 

(2) Vacant or Undeveloped Lots. 
a. Grasses and weeds on vacant lots shall be maintained to the six (6) inch height 

standard of this Section in the area of the lot within ten (10) feet of a sidewalk, 
or where there is no sidewalk within twenty (20) feet of the street edge.

b. If a vacant lot is adjacent to a developed and occupied lot, the entire vacant lot 
shall be maintained to the six (6) inch weeds and grasses height standard.

(3) Commercial Lots. In the case of commercial parcels, the owner of the parcel shall 
comply with the six (6) inch height restrictions of this Section in the area of the 
parcel from the street to the back side of the building (if present) or for a distance of 
one hundred (100) feet, whichever is less restrictive.

(c) Nuisances Prohibited. No person, firm or corporation shall permit any public nuisance
as defined in Subsections (a) or (b) above to remain on any premises owned or controlled
by him/her within the Village of Lone Rock.

(d) Inspection. A Village representative will inspect lawns when a complaint is received or
notice given by a Village official to determine whether any public nuisance as defined in 
Subsection (b) above exists.

(e) Abatement of Nuisance.
(1) If the Village official determines with reasonable certainty that any public nuisance

as defined in Subsection (b) above exists, he/she shall notify the Village Clerk who
in turn will send out written notice to the property owner, or tenant if the owner is 
unknown, to have the lot grass or lawn cut so as to conform with this Section and 
Section 8-1-5.

(2) The notice shall be served at least five (5) days prior to the cutting of the lawn.
(f) Due Process Hearing.

(1) If the owner believes that his/her grasses or weeds are not a nuisance, he/she may 
request a hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals. The request for said hearing
must be made in writing to the Village Clerk's office within the five (5) day period
that the notice was sent. Upon application for the hearing, the property owner shall
deposit a One Hundred Dollar ($100.00) bond. If a decision is rendered in the
property owner's favor, the One Hundred Dollar ($100.00) will be returned to the
property owner. If the property owner fails to appear for the hearing or if the
decision is rendered against the property owner, the deposit shall be forfeited and 
applied to the cost of Village personnel abating the nuisance, if necessary. The
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