production or persons who are engaged in livestock, agricultural or forest production on eligible
land and that have a natural resource concern on the land may participate in EQIP.

Natural Resource Conservation Service - Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program

The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) - Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Program (FRPP) provides matching funds to help purchase development rights to keep productive
farm and ranchland in agricultural uses. Working through existing programs, USDA partners with
State, tribal, or local governments and non-governmental organizations to acquire conservation
easements or other interests in land from landowners. USDA provides up to 50 percent of the fair
market easement value of the conservation easement.

Natural Resource Conservation Service — Financial Assistance Program

NRCS offers voluntary programs to eligible landowners and agricultural producers to provide
financial and technical assistance to help manage natural resources in a sustainable

manner. Through these programs the agency approves contracts to provide financial assistance to
help plan and implement conservation practices that address natural resource concerns or
opportunities to help save energy, improve soil, water, plant, air, animal and related resources on
agricultural lands and non-industrial private forest land.

Natural Resource Conservation Service — Landscapes Initiatives Program

The NRCS Landscape Initiatives Program (LIP) is intended to accelerate the results that can be
achieved through voluntary conservation programs. All NRCS programs are designed to support
farmers, ranchers, and foresters in improving the environment while maintaining or improving a
vibrant agricultural sector. Most program delivery is driven primarily by grassroots input and
local needs. Landscape conservation initiatives enhance the locally driven process to better
address nationally and regionally important conservation goals that transcend

localities. Improving water quality in the eight state Great Lakes region is a priority of the LIP.

FARM SERVICES AGENCY — CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a land conservation program administered by the
Farm Service Agency. In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program
agree to remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and plant species
that will improve environmental health and quality. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15
years in length. The long-term goal of the program is to re-establish valuable land cover to help
improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat.

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program — Acquisition and Development of Local Parks
Program

The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program (KNSP) sets aside fifty percent of the funds in the
Local Assistance Program for projects that improve community recreation areas and acquire land
for public outdoor recreation. Funds are allocated on a regional basis with seventy percent
distributed on the basis of each county's proportionate share of the state population and thirty




percent distributed equally to each county. Applicants compete against other applicants from their
region. Funds may be used for both land acquisition projects and development projects for nature-
based outdoor recreation.

Under all KNSP programs, eligible local governments are only those towns, villages, cities,
counties, and tribal governments that have a DNR accepted comprehensive outdoor recreation
plan or master plan that has been approved by resolution by the local governing unit. Local
governments with qualifying plans receive eligibility to apply for grants for up to five years.

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program — Acquisition of Development Rights Program

The purpose of the Acquisition of Development Rights Program is to protect natural, agricultural,
or forest lands that enhance and/or provide nature-based outdoor recreation. "Development
Rights" are the rights of a landowner to develop their property to the greatest extent allowed
under state and local laws.

Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program — Urban Greenspace Program

The intent of the Urban Green Space Program (UGS) is to provide open natural space within or in
proximity to urban areas; to protect from urban development areas within or in proximity to urban
areas that have scenic, ecological or other natural value; and to provide land for noncommercial
gardening for the residents of an urbanized area.

Managed Forest Law

The intent of the Managed Forest Law is to promote forest management practices through
property tax incentives. Property must be a minimum of ten contiguous acres of which eighty
percent must be capable of producing merchantable timber.

Land and Water Conservation Fund Program

The Land and Water Conservation Fund is a federal program administered in all states that
encourages creation and interpretation of high-quality outdoor recreational opportunities. Funds
received by the DNR for this program are split between DNR projects and grants to local
governments for outdoor recreation activities. Grants cover fifty percent of eligible project costs.
Eligible projects include:

= Land acquisition or development projects that will provide opportunities for public
outdoor recreation.

= Property with frontage on rivers, streams, lakes, estuaries, and reservoirs that will provide
water based outdoor recreation.

= Property that provides special recreation opportunities, such as floodplains, wetlands, and
areas adjacent to scenic highways.

= Natural areas and outstanding scenic areas, where the objective is to preserve the scenic
or natural values, including wildlife areas and areas of physical or biological importance.
These areas shall be open to the general public for outdoor recreation use to the extent
that the natural attributes of the areas will not be seriously impaired or lost.

®  Land or development within urban areas for day use picnic areas.

®= Land or development of nature-based outdoor recreation trails.




=  Development of basic outdoor recreation facilities.
=  Renovation of existing outdoor recreation facilities which are in danger of being lost for
public use.

Urban Forestry Grants

WDNR offers urban forestry grants to cities, villages, towns, counties, tribes, and 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organizations in or conducting projects in Wisconsin. These grants fall into three
categories: Regular grants, startup grants and catastrophic storm grants.

= Regular grants are competitive cost-share grants of up to $25,000. Grants are to support
new, innovative projects that will develop sustainable urban and community forestry
programs, not to subsidize routine forestry activities.

= Startup grants are competitive cost-share grants of up to $5,000. These simplified grants
are available to communities that want to start or restart an urban forestry program.

= (Catastrophic storm grants fund tree repair, removal or replacement within urban areas
following a catastrophic storm event for which the governor has declared a State of
Emergency under s. 323.10, Wis. Stats.

Urban Nonpoint Source & Storm Water Management Grant Program

The Urban Nonpoint Source & Storm Water Management Grant Program offers competitive
grants to local governments. Grants reimburse costs of planning or construction projects
controlling urban nonpoint source and storm water runoff pollution. Eligible recipients include
cities, villages, towns, counties, regional planning commissions, tribal governments and special
purpose lake, sewage, or sanitary districts may apply. The local government must have either
jurisdiction over the project area or be required to control storm water discharge with an inter-
governmental agreement between the municipality and the Department of Natural Resources.

Wisconsin Forest Landowners Grant Program

The Wisconsin Forest Landowners Grant Program (WFLGP) program assists private landowners
in protecting and enhancing their forested lands, prairies and waters. The program allows
qualified landowners to be reimbursed up to fifty percent of the eligible cost of eligible practices.
Private landowners are eligible for WFLGP funding if they own at least ten contiguous acres of
non-industrial private forest but not more than five-hundred acres within Wisconsin.

WISCONSIN COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Approximately $1,500,000 is available through the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
(WCMP) to enhance and restore coastal resources within the state's coastal zone--all counties
adjacent to Lakes Superior and Michigan.

Projects eligible for WCMP funding include:

= (Coastal Wetland Protection and Habitat Restoration
=  Nonpoint Source Pollution Control

= (Coastal Resource and Community Planning

= Great Lakes Education




= Public Access
=  Community Planning

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Historic Home Owner’s Tax Credits

The Wisconsin Historical Society’s Division of Historic Preservation (DHP) administers a
program of twenty-five percent state income tax credits for repair and rehabilitation of historic
homes in Wisconsin. To qualify, the residence must be one of the following:

= Listed in the state or national register.

= Contributing to a state or national register historic district.

= Be determined through the tax credit application process to be eligible for
individual listing in the state register.

And, the property owner must spend at least $10,000 on the following types of eligible work
within a 2-year period:

= Work on the exterior of the house, such as roof replacement and painting, but not
including site work such as driveways and landscaping.

= Electrical wiring, not including electrical fixtures.

®=  Plumbing, not including plumbing fixtures.

=  Mechanical systems, such as furnaces, air conditioning, and water heaters; and Structural
work, such as jacking up floors.

Historic Preservation Tax Credits for Income-Producing Historic Buildings

Owners of historic income-producing properties in Wisconsin may be eligible for two income tax
credits that can help pay for their building’s rehabilitation. DHP administers both programs in
conjunction with the National Park Service (NPS). The programs are:

®=  Federal Historic Preservation Credit. This program returns 20 percent of the cost of
rehabilitating historic buildings to owners as a direct reduction of their federal income
taxes.

= Wisconsin Supplemental Historic Preservation Credit. This program returns an additional
5 percent of the cost of rehabilitation to owners as a discount on their Wisconsin state
income taxes. Owners that qualify for the Federal Historic Preservation Credit
automatically qualify for the Wisconsin supplement if they get NPS approval before they

begin any work.

AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL, & CULTURAL RESOURCES GOALS,
OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES




Agricultural, natural, & cultural resources goals, objectives, and policies can be found in Chapter
12: Implementation.



















