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Attendance of Selectboard by Electronic Devices 
Meeting being held electronically pursuant to 1 VSA 312, including The Legislature’s H.861 (2020) “Temporary 

Suspension of Designated Physical Meeting Location Requirements” 
Meeting was held remotely via the ZOOM Platform 

 
VERNON SELECTBOARD  

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2020 
 REGULAR MEETING  

6:30pm  
DRAFT  

  
MEMBERS PRESENT:         OTHERS PRESENT:  
Chris Parker, Chair                                   Tom Guerino, Interim Town Administrator         
Sandra Harris, Vice Chair                                                               Mark Snow, Health Officer 
Jean Carr, Clerk                                                        David Emery, Emergency Management Chief                        
Mike Root                                Bronna Zlochiver 
                                    Seth Deyo 
MEMBERS ABSENT:              Sheriff Mark Anderson  
Jeff Dunklee                           Rich Melenson, BCTV 
                  Tom Rappaport 
                  Lynda Starorypinski   
                  Carol Hammond 
                                            
        
  
           
 
 
  CALL TO ORDER REGULAR MEETINIG: 
Chris Parker, Chair called the regular meeting to order at 6:32pm, and welcomed those 
present. 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:    Sandra Harris made a motion to add under old 
business—revised Sheriff’s Department contract, and a no passing zone on Pond 
Road.  The motion was seconded and motion passed. 
 
CHAIR REMARKS:  Mr. Parker expressed his sadness over the tragedy in Minneapolis and 
the resulting protests, riots, shootings, and lootings.  He also stated how hard it was to explain 
the hatred for people of color in different parts of the country, and the importance of showing 
respect, kindness and consideration to others. 
 
DEPARTMENT/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
DAVID EMERY EMD : We aren’t out of the woods yet, but things are progressing.  To date 
there are 35,326 tests, 983 who have tested positive, zero hospitalizations with 23 being 
watched. 



 
  
  

The number for gatherings has been increased to 25 but still need to practice 6’ distancing 
and wear masks.  Vernon Green continues to be virus free.  Vermont is still the 3rd lowest in 
cases of the virus; there is still no vaccine as yet.   There are an increasing number of out of 
state people in campgrounds, perhaps to fulfill the 14-day quarantine period. 
The Food Pantry is still doing okay; 900 vehicles lined up at BUHS for food distribution last 
week.  The Fire Department is starting to fill pools.  At this time, Vernon is still in a state of 
emergency. 
 
MARK SNOW Health Officer:  Mark stated that as the Governor slowly opens the State, 
people need to continue to be smart and stay safe.  HealthVT.gov has travel guidelines.  Jean 
Carr asked for help in determining the maximum number of people for building occupancy. 
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR:  Mr. Guerino reported that the staff at the Town Office had 
decided to continue with the status quo with the building being closed to the public. 
 
SETH DEYO: Summer Recreation programs/schedule: 
With the Select board’s permission, Seth would like to open the basketball and tennis courts 
as guidelines allow.  The playground and shelter will remain closed.  Seth will take care of the 
proper signage for distancing, etc. 
 
SANDRA HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO ALLOW THE BASKETBALL AND TENNIS 
COURTS TO BE OPENED AS GUIDELINES ALLOW.  The motion was seconded and 
passed. 
All reservations for the shelter have been cancelled for the summer.  But those who have 
made reservations can keep the same date for 2021. 
Day Camp is going to happen this summer.  There has been strong interest even though the 
numbers aren’t quite what has been hoped for. Thanks to Tom a grant has been received 
from the Vermont Restart Program in the amount of $5,284.00 which will help on day camp 
costs, staffing, and supplies.  All staff will be required to wear masks.  Staff will consist of 3-4  
with 2 maintenance people at reduced hours, 6-7 life guards, and 2-3 at front desk.   
Jean Carr volunteered to make cloth masks for the staff.  
As of now, Seth plans to open the pool on June 19th and the pool will be open Monday – 
Saturday.  Day Camp will use the pool from 11:00 – 12:30; the pool will be open to the public 
from 1:00 – 3:00, and 3:30 – 5:30 p.m. This will be for Vernon residents only; residents may 
sign up for only one of the time slots; there will be a limit of 25 for each time period which will 
consist of 20 patrons and 5 staff.  There will be no swimming lessons this summer.  There will 
be no seating at the pool area, and no equipment for use, but people are welcome to bring 
their own chairs and equipment. 
The cost is $1.00 per person, and each person will provide, name, address, phone number 
and have their temperature taken.   
 
Sheriff Mark Anderson responded to the Chairman’s remarks by expressing his concern 
about the situation in our country and the unfair treatment received by people in some 
communities but that thankfully that is not the case here in Vermont.  
 
WINDHAM COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE CONTRACT 
 
The contract will be for 40 hours/week with a slight increase over last year. 
 



 
  
  

SANDRA HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE CONTRACT WITH THE 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT WITH ONE CORRECTION—CHANGING THE WORD VILLAGE 
TO TOWN. 
The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
No passing zone on Pond Road.  
There was a lengthy discussion which included but was not limited to the following: 

Placement of 3 way stop signs at end of Hucklehill Rd and stop signs at various other 
locations on Pond Road 

 Establishment of a speed zone with lights—cost to town 
 Replacement of yellow flashing light with red 
 Installation of sidewalks 
 Necessity of speed study—only if speed limit is below 25 mph. 
 Reach out to VLCT to see if they have someone who does traffic studies 
 Speed cameras—not allowed in Vermont—problematic, not always accurate 
 If a no passing zone is established, even if a farm vehicle is going only 10 mph,  
 it cannot be passed unless it pulls over and stops. 
 Sheriff Anderson will get a quote for flashing signs and batteries.  
The Sheriff suggested delaying the three way stop sign at Hucklehill Road and other stop 
signs to see what effect the flashing sign/light has on the speed of traffic. 
 
LILY POND Discussion—postpone if for now since we have no clear understanding of who 
owns the island or who is responsible for it.  Several people have been involved in 
researching this and hopefully we will find the answer. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   May 19, 2020 
 
Sandra Harris noted changes that need to be made:  need last names for Natalia and 
Greg; pg. 2 under Seth Deyo, remove an extra “the”; and include Martin’s full name. 
SANDRA HARRIS MOVED TO ACCEPT MINUTES OF MAY 19, 2020 WITH 
CORRECTIONS. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED AND PASSED. 
 
 
BILLS AND WARRANTS 
JEAN CARR MADE A MOTION TO PAY 
24T Accounts payable  $28,431.06 
20S Payroll   $  7,091.03 
21S Payroll   $  7,853.71 
The motion was seconded and the motion passed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
TOWN FOREST 
An e-mail was received regarding the possibility of 6-8 camp sites in the Town Forest.  Some 
would be set up for tents, lean-tos that are built in, and all sites would have a fire pit.  2 local 
businesses have offered funding for this project and a plaque would be installed on each 
campsite giving the business name of the sponsors.  The sponsors would be responsible for 
the costs of setting up the camp sites.  The person who sent the e-mail has reached out to 
multiple residents, the Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, fire department, building supply companies, 
and Big Guys Property Maintenance who has offered to fund part of this.  It was 



 
  
  

acknowledged that potentially there would be vandals who would hurt it for those who would 
use it properly and respectfully.  Chairman Parker and Seth Deyo will do a walk-through of the 
forest and will also reach out to the Miller family for their feedback. 
Seth appreciated the work in putting the proposal together.  Changing anything in the forest 
needs Miller’s input.  Perhaps 3-4 campsites would be more appropriate and there is the 
concern over vandalism as it would open the area and make access easier.  Perhaps a gate 
further into the forest would be good.  A plan needs to be in place because there is a cost to 
the town to maintain the forest.  Jean Carr agreed that 3-4 campsites would be more 
appropriate and she is also concerned about vandalism. 
Mike Root liked the idea and felt it would be a good drawing point to Vernon. 
Sandy Harris asked who would man it, who would police it and who would take the money for 
it.  Since the Rec Department is responsible for the Town Forest, the responsibility would be 
theirs, and the money would go into the Town Forest Fund to help with maintenance costs.  
Since this issue was an addition to the agenda, the Board will wait for feedback from the 
Miller family and re-visit the issue again at the last meeting in June.  Mark Snow would like to 
be involved regarding discussion of the camp sites. 
 
 
SMOKING ON TOWN PROPERTY  
There is State Law and a Town Ordinance that there is no smoking inside town buildings. 
The Chair feels there should be no smoking in town vehicles or any town property.  Mike Root 
suggested there should be a designated smoking area, because if people smoke in their own 
vehicles, there will be littering in the parking lot.  A revised ordinance says Town of Vernon in 
order to be in compliance with Vermont statutes, has established this policy prohibiting 
smoking or use of smokeless tobacco for a distance of 30 feet or more from town property 
and vehicles. Since the policy is already in place, it is more of an enforcement issue rather 
than needing changes.  Perhaps we should just reiterate this policy to all department heads 
that this is the rule of the town and needs to be enforced.  The Rec Area is considered a child 
care facility so there should be no smoking there.  Perhaps the 30’ limit is not enough and it 
should be a simple ‘no smoking’ on town property.  Bronna Zlochiver felt the 30’ limit is not 
enough and asked if smoking allowed in Town Forest? 
Sandra feels we need to check for State regulations.   
Would the Town have to provide butt receptacles for smoking litter. The consensus was that 
the Town should have to provide the proper equipment. 
This will be put on the next agenda in order to find out state regulations. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
TOWN FACILITY INSPECTION --  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
There are areas of chipping paint and rotting wood.  Sandra Harris said we need to keep up 
the infrastructure.  Jean Carr said the budget was built to include a Town building evaluation.  
Guilford hired a consultant to assess the needs of town properties, prioritize what needs to be 
addressed immediately, and what could wait plus an estimate of the cost. Based on the 
number of town buildings in Vernon, the amount voted at town meeting was $15,000 for this 
assessment. 
On April 23, Tom Guerino received an e-mail from the engineering firm of Criterium, 
LaLancette, & Dudka Engineers out of Rutland, Vt. wondering when they could get started on 
field work for the project. 
SANDRA HARRIS MOVED TO APPROVE MOVING FORWARD WITH CRITERIUM, 
LALANCETTE, & DUDKA ENGINEERS TO DO THE CAPITAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT ON 
TOWN OWNED BUILDINGS.  MOTION WAS SECONDED AND PASSED. 



 
  
  

 
 
SOUTH SCHOOL SIGN REPLACEMENT 
The sign and the posts will be installed by McCarthy signs. 
 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ON PERSONNEL MATTER 
SANDRA HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OR EMPLOYMENT OR EVALUATION OF A PUBLIC OFFICER OR 
EMPLOYEE. 1 V.S.A. § 313(3)(a)(3)  
The Board entered executive session at approximately 8:44 p.m. The Executive Session 
adjourned at 9:16 p.m. with no action taken. 
  
UPCOMING MEETING SCHEDULE: 
June 9, 2020; 6:30 p.m. 
Town Administrator Recruitment  
 
Selectboard Regular Meeting –  
June 16, 2020  6:30 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:16 p.m. 
  
Respectfully Submitted by 
 
Carol Hammond 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  


