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VERNON SELECTBOARD 
TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2020 

REGULAR MEETING 
6:30pm 
DRAFT 

  
MEMBERS PRESENT:         OTHERS PRESENT:  
 
Christopher Parker, Chair     Tom Guerino, Interim Town Admin 
Sandra Harris, Vice Chair     David Emery 
Jean Carr, Clerk      Mark Snow 
Jeff Dunklee      Seth Deyo 
  Michael Root       Munson Hicks 
          Tom Rappaport 
          Bronna Zlochiver 

Ann Manwaring,  Deer Valley 
Communications Union District 
Gordon Christiansen 
Carol Hammond  
Rich Melenson  BCTV 

 
         
           
  CALL TO ORDER REGULAR MEETING: 
Chris Parker called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m., welcomed those present  
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  

1. TO NOMINATE NATALIA MEIJOME TO THE PLANNING BOARD.   
2. BROADBAND UPDATE 
3. GORDON CHRISTIANSEN—MATURING OF BONDS 

 
JEAN CARR MADE A MOTION TO ADD THESE THREE ITEMS TO THE AGENDA. 
THE MOTION WAS SECONDED AND PASSED. 
 
DAVID EMERY:  The governor is continuing to open up the state, but people should 
not let their guard down.  Social distancing, hand washing, masks are still important.  
To date, there are 3 new cases with 2 in the hospital and 55 being watched.  Over 
52,000 have been tested.  Vernon has had 9 cases. 
Protocol for Town Office—people can come into the Town Clerk’s office by 
appointment only. 
The Selectboard room was measured and 5 Selectboard members can meet with six 
feet distancing.  8-9 could go into the room with the Selectboard…25 is still the magic 
number but that should be increased to 50 in the near future. 
 



 
  
  

MARK SNOW:  Vermont is doing well and taking necessary precautions.  The public 
health website is updated daily and may be accessed at www.healthvermont.gov. 
The governor has extended the state of emergency for Vermont for one more month.  
Dave Emery recommended that the Town of Vernon follow suit. 
The next Selectboard meeting is three weeks away.  Is the Selectboard room a good 
place for meeting since it has poor air quality, no windows…..perhaps a larger venue 
would be better if there is not proper ventilation. 
Further discussion followed for how to handle the situation of people who come to the 
Town Office without an appointment; building capacity, does 25% of normal include 
each office separately or the total square footage of the town office complex. Jean 
Carr expressed concern on social distancing in the library area.  Dave Emery will meet 
with Jean and take measurements.  There should be plans/blueprints of the office 
building which should also include the number of people for the capacity of the 
building. 
 
SETH DEYO:  Seth thanked Jean Carr for the masks she provided for the Recreation 
Dept. staff. 
The pool will open on Friday, June 19th with a maximum of 20 patrons and 5 staff 
members.  Swim times will be from 1:00-3:00 p.m., and 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.  This pool 
time will be for Vernon residents only at a cost of $1.00/day.  All necessary 
precautions will be followed to ensure the safety of everyone.  Showers will not be 
available; tables and chairs will not be provided. People can bring their own chairs. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  SANDRA HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE 
THE MINUTES AS WRITTEN OF THE JUNE 2, 2020 MEETING.  THE MOTION 
WAS SECONDED AND THE MOTION PASSED. 
 
TREASURERS REPORT:  JEAN CARR MADE A MOTION TO PAY THE 
FOLLOWING WARRANTS: 
25T ACCOUNTS PAYABLE $134,345.58 
22S PAYROLL   $    7,076.63 
23S PAYROLL   $    7,898.77 
THE MOTION WAS SECONDED AND THE MOTION PASSED. 
 
GORDON CHRISTIANSEN:  A bond has matured and after checking with the Town 
Treasurer, it was decided to reinvest into Farm Credit Bank Bond. This is a very 
secure bond with an AA+ rating. 
SANDRA HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO ALLOCATE FUNDS AS PRESENTED BY 
GORDON CHRISTIANSEN.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED AND PASSED.  
 
BRONNA ZLOCHIVER:  Bronna introduced Ann Manwaring, Chair of the Deer Valley 
Communications Union District (DVCUD).  The goal of this organization is to bring 
broadband fiber optics to rural underserved towns and also provide economic benefit 
to the towns.  Communications Union District (CUD) was created by the Legislature as 
a vehicle to provide this service.  At town meeting this year 5 towns in Windham 
County joined, Brattleboro is voting on whether to join and if Vernon chose to join, it 
would bring the number of towns in the district to 14.  Windham Regional was 
awarded a broad band initiative grant to do a feasibility study and a business plan for 
a CUD.  WRC has completed the feasibility study and the results are on their website. 
They are now planning to complete the business plan by the end of August.  Some 
towns are served by other cable companies; some have no coverage at all.  The goal 



 
  
  

of the District is to bring synchronous broad band with the same speed up as down.  
The state has set a policy to have 100 upload and 100 download speeds with the 
hope of increasing that number; high speed is defined at the federal level as 25 up 
and 3 down and most cable companies deliver at least that. 
Bronna read the mission statement of the District.  This program will not be funded by 
taxes; other funding sources will be needed.  It costs nothing to join DVCUD and the 
Selectboard would vote whether or not the Town will join.  If Vernon decided to join, 
the other towns in the district would need to vote to accept Vernon.  The governing 
board asks towns to have two members of the town, a representative and an alternate 
to serve on the governing board.  Munson Hicks and Bronna Zlochiver would be on 
the governing board should Vernon decide to join. It would also be good to have a 
Selectboard member on the Board.   Looking for funding sources--- volunteers are 
needed who can write grants, and have accounting experience.  Market guides will be 
used to structure a fee schedule to cover expenses.  The cost is about $30,000 per 
mile, and would cost Vernon about $2 million. 
The consensus of the Board is to vote to join, with the exception on one member who 
would like more information before voting.  After a short discussion, Chair Parker 
recommended tabling the decision until the first meeting in July.  This discussion will 
be on the agenda at the July 7th meeting. 
 
TOWN FOREST: Chris Parker said after hiking the Town Forest, he feels it is under 
utilized but didn’t find good locations for campsite.  It would be hard to monitor what 
could/would go on there. 
Seth Deyo said that he appreciated the work that went into exploring the Town Forest 
for campsites, but felt it would be wise to explore campsites in back of the Recreation 
Area.  They would be more accessible and easier to monitor. 
Mark Snow expressed concern about rubbish, sanitary conditions, rest rooms.  There 
needs to be a plan for foreseen issues; monitoring the sites, and the potential of 
unforeseen issues.  There is the concern about tent cities; providing camp sites make 
it easy for people to access the area, also possible increase in drugs and crime.  Even 
with designated camping areas, it could encourage others to camp outside the 
designated areas; possible problem with homeless people looking for a place to live.   
The monitoring would increase workload for community employees.  Further 
discussion is needed.  Chair Parker will send out emails to Mark Snow, Jesse Jobin, 
and Seth Deyo to set up a time to do a walk-through of the area in back of the 
Recreation Area.  
 
TYLER HILL ROAD SPEED:  Chair Parker said that after the last meeting in which 
speed issues were discussed for Pond Road, he has received numerous calls, emails, 
etc. regarding speeding issues on other roads in town. 
Traffic study with WRC is ready to start the first of July.  Mr. Guerino wanted to check 
to see what kinds of studies are done.   
Mrs. Harris mentioned the speed bumps in Brattleboro by Living Memorial Park which 
are very effective in slowing people down.  They could be placed just before and after 
the Recreation area. 
Chair Parker gave a brief review of the complaints received from Tyler Hill, Hucklehill 
Rd and Pond Rd.  It’s definitely a problem that needs to be looked at. 
There was a lengthy discussion on ways to slow people down, such as speed bumps, 
stop signs, rumble strips, flashing lights. 
 



 
  
  

TOWN FACILITY INSPECTION UPDATE:  Mr. Guerino reached out to the company 
and work will be scheduled after July 1.   
TOWN HALL STAIR REPAIR: in the works, should start after July 1. 
 
SMOKING ON TOWN PROPERTY: There is a lot of information to sift through as to 
what can and cannot be done.  How many feet from the buildings is a no smoking 
zone; receptacles need to be placed at Highway Garage, Fire Department.  There are 
no penalties for smoking on town properties, so there needs to be a change made to 
the town personnel ordinance.  The 2009 ordinance was 30’ outside enclosed areas 
and butt cans need to be provided. 
 
EDA GRANT APPLICATION—North Star will not be matching the $50,000 grant as 
was hoped.  Tom Guerino called BDCC to see if there are any Vermont Yankee 
monies targeted for municipalities.  He also checked with Treasurer Turnley to see if 
there might be funds usable with the approval of the Board. 
The town has a $50,000 reserve fund, but Mr. Guerino felt the Board shouldn’t use the 
entire amount and then have to go back to the Town and ask for another 
appropriation. 
Further discussion followed.  
 
The Chair received an email from Bob Spencer nominating Natalia Meijome to the 
Planning Commission. 
SANDRA HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO APPOINT NATALIA MEIJOME TO THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
THE MOTION WAS SECONDED AND THE MOTION PASSED. 
 
UPCOMING MEETING SCHEDULE: 
 Tuesday, June 23, 2020  6:30p.m. 
 Town Administrator Recruitment Update 
 Tuesday July 7, 2020  Regular Selectboard Meeting 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
SANDRA HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION 
PURSUANT TO VERMONT STATUTES RELATED TO PERSONNEL 
THE MOTION WAS SECONDED AND THE MOTION PASSED. 
 
THE BOARD ENTERED EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:36 P.M. 
Executive session lasted from 8:36 to 9:09 PM When Chairman Parker stated the 
Board had met in Executive Session and no action had been taken. 
 
THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
 
Carol Hammond 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 



 
  
  

 
 
  
  


