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Attendance of Selectboard by Electronic Devices 
Meeting being held electronically pursuant to 1 VSA 312, including The Legislature’s H.861 (2020) “Temporary 

Suspension of Designated Physical Meeting Location Requirements” 
Meeting was held remotely via the ZOOM Platform 

 
VERNON SELECTBOARD  

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2020 
 REGULAR MEETING  

6:30pm  
DRAFT  

  
MEMBERS PRESENT:         OTHERS PRESENT:  
Chris Parker, Chair                                   Tom Guerino, Interim Town Administrator         
Sandra Harris, Vice Chair                                                               Mark Snow, Health Officer 
Jean Carr, Clerk                                                        David Emery, Emergency Management Chief                        
Jeff Dunklee                           Bronna Zlochiver 
Mike Root                                           Seth Deyo 
                            Rich Melenson, BCTV 
                            Carol Hammond   
      
  
           
 
 
  CALL TO ORDER REGULAR MEETINIG: 
Chris Parker, Chair called the regular meeting to order at 6:32pm, and welcomed those 
present. 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:    Jean Carr made a motion to add under old business—
use of Town Office Building; under new business, fund raising opportunity for Rec and 
Library.  The motion was seconded and motion passed. 
 
CHAIR REMARKS:   It was a great weekend with the parade and it is good to see how the 
residents of Vernon are coming together to help one another 
 
MARK SNOW:  Mark gave an update from the Vt. Dept. of Public Health.  The Governor 
would like to begin on the path to restart Vermont with guidelines for small businesses such 
as construction, i.e. outside work, single workers, curbside deliveries of products.  The 
Department continues to stress the importance of social distancing, hand washing, wearing of 
masks and gloves, and social distancing even outside. 
The CDC website has guidelines for cleaning face masks.  There is also a fact sheet on the 
State website.  Ticks are already bidding this year and there are guidelines for dealing with 
them. 
 



 
  
  

DAVE EMERY:  This is the beginning of week six, things seem to be lightening up a bit in 
Vermont.  The numbers are still climbing, to date there have been 811 people who have 
tested positive, 13,811 have been tested, and there have been 30 deaths. 
The governor is allowing some to go back to work but stresses the importance of social 
distancing, hand washing and wearing masks.  Also, any business that is planning to open 
should write policy and set guidelines.  Additional costs associated with COVID will be 
reimbursed at 75%. 
School is still on spring break and meals to the children are still being delivered. 
Vernon Green Nursing Home has no record of either staff or residents being affected by the 
virus. 
Bronna Zlochiver asked if there are any suggestions on the use of the bathrooms in public 
buildings.  There is nothing yet, perhaps the Health Vt. Gov website would have some posted.   
Jean stated that the Department of Libraries is starting to formulate plans to open libraries.  
The governor will be submitting a plan soon. It was suggested that the square footage of an 
area would be used to determine how many people could be in the library at a given time, 
allowing for a 6-foot space per person. 
Seth Deyo said that he and other Rec Dept. directors do not anticipate opening the Rec Areas 
any time soon and will wait for direction from the Governor.  Hopefully there will be some 
answers within a couple of weeks. There have been reservations made in advance for the 
pavilion and there have been no cancellations to date until Dave Emery cancelled his event.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
There was discussion on one sentence that had ambiguous wording.  Tom Guerino clarified 
the sentence.   Sandy Harris made a motion to accept the minutes of the March 17, 2020 
meeting as amended.  Mike Root seconded the motion and the motion passed. 
 
BILLS AND WARRANTS 
Jean Carr made a motion to pay 
21T Accounts payable  $53,801.37 
14S Payroll   $  9,630.33 
15S Payroll   $  7,344.32 
The motion was seconded by Sandy Harris and the motion carried. 
 
Adoption of the LEM Plan—Dave Emery 
State wide plan which came out of FEMA.  It is also tied to a program that came out in 
October, 2019 called the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.  There were two forms, one long and 
one short that needed to be completed by the town.  The short form was used last year and 
because of COVID, the short form can be used again this year and needs to be signed by the 
Selectboard Chair.  There were no changes except for names which Dave has updated.  This 
needs to be sent to the State by May 5th. 
Sandy Harris made a motion to have the Chairman sign the LEM Plan as presented by 
David Emery.  Mike Root seconded the motion and the motion passed. 
 
Seth Deyo updated the Selectboard on the Recreation Budget.  At Town Meeting, the budget 
was presented as $350,429 decreased by anticipated income of $190,000, leaving the 
amount to be raised by taxes at $160,429. 
Seth said that with savings from understaffing combined with fundraising they can still meet 
their bottom line of $160,429. 
Further discussion ensued regarding the opening of the Recreation Area and the Pool.  Seth 
said he was sure there would be guidelines coming from the Governor’s office; it would not be 
a decision made locally. 



 
  
  

There was discussion on a fund raising project which would benefit both the Library and the 
Rec Dept. The Green Tee, a company located in Dummerston, is in the business of helping 
other small businesses by doing screen-print tee shirts.  The cost of the shirts would be 
$19.00 with $10.00 going to the Rec or Library and $9.00 to the company. There would be no 
cost to the Town.  Sandy suggested that other companies be given the opportunity to submit 
a bid.  Seth will check with his board to get their opinions.  The Tee shirt lettering/picture does 
not have to be department specific.  This project can be brought up at the next Selectboard 
meeting. 
 
Town Policies update and review process will be tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Tractor bids: There were two bids on the tractor and neither came in by the deadline. 
Bid received on April 16th from Peter Deyo for $551.00 
Bid received on April 20th from Mr. Pond for $550.00. 
The consensus of the Board was to accept the bids even though late. 
Sandy Harris made a motion to accept Peter Deyo’s bid of $551.00.  Jeff Dunklee 
seconded the motion and the motion was passed. 
 
The Chair thanked Dave Emery, Seth and Ian Deyo for cleaning up the debris from the 
destruction of the shed by the North School building. 
 
ZOOM:  The account has been set up for the Town.  Thanks to Tom Guerino for the use of 
his card.  He has been reimbursed for the cost. 
 
Town Picnic:  After discussion on the perceived lack of interest in the Town Picnic,  
Sandy Harris made a motion not to have a town picnic and fireworks display in this 
fiscal year.  Jean Carr seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
Chris will contact the Picnic organizer of this decision.   
 
Town Administrator Recruitment Discussion:  Chris suggested setting up a workshop for 
April 29, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.  The rest of the Board was in agreement. 
 
Stair Replacement Bid:  It was agreed that the stairs were unsightly and have needed to be 
replaced for a long time.  Tom Guerino contacted three companies, Renaud Brothers, 
Zaluzny Excavating, and Andrew King who will be submitting bids.  He asked that they 
separate the bids into two categories, the stairs and the landing.  Sandy stated that the 
repair/replacement of the stairs dates back to the 1990’s at which time, Zaluzny had given a 
price. Tom will research the Selectboard minutes for that time period for this information.  
Mike Root commented that it would be cheaper to do the whole thing, stairs and landing and 
do it right.  There was discussion as to where the money to repair/replace would come. 
 
Use of Town Office Space:  Needs to be policy in place that would satisfy each department.  
There should be a tracking system to know who comes in, and also additional 
cleaning/sanitizing, that anytime the public is allowed in, i.e. door handles, tables in the Town 
Clerk’s office. 
Gloves and masks would be required.   
Tom was asked to contact the cleaning company about increasing their hours. 
Bronna asked if the restrooms would be available to the public.  Suggestions included not to 
have them open to the public or having one bathroom for staff and the other for the public. 
Tom also mentioned the drop box installed outside the building for people to drop off letters, 
etc.  Taxes are due on May 7th so Tim will not schedule anyone to be in his office on that day. 



 
  
  

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  Tom has received calls from some of the Hucklehill 
Senior Housing residents about reimbursement for Rescue calls.  He also stressed that even 
though invoices may be submitted for costs related to COVID, they may not all be reimbursed 
at 75%.  Certain thresholds have to be met. 
Tom also recapped the emergency meeting held on April 12, 2020. 
 
UPCOMING MEETING SCHEDULE: 
Town Administrator Recruitment Workshop 
April 29, 2020 6:30 p.m.   
 
 Selectboard Regular Meeting –  
May 5, 2020  6:30 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
  
Respectfully Submitted by 
 
Carol Hammond 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  


