
   

Clean Water Cooperator of the month – August, 2019 
Barb Herreid, 946 S. Archers Way, Lake Camelot  

Native Plantings Shoreline Property 

 
Here’s a great example of a lot on Lower Camelot in an area 

that gets a lot of wave action, as it’s near the dam where power 

boats make their turnaround.  It normally would be subject to 

erosion from the waves, and runoff because of the slope from 

the walkout.  

 

Shortly after moving to Lake Camelot late in 2004, Barb started 

working at Tri-Lakes Management District.  Her job exposed her 

to learning the importance of shoreline buffers and inspired her 

to ‘do her part’ to help the health of the lake. In 2005, she 

started with an area that ran 65’ along the shoreline and 10 to 

15 feet deep and planted it with a mixture of native plants, 

perennials, annuals and native dwarf conifers.  To her surprise, 

this area greatly discouraged the geese that previously had 

frequented the traditional lawn area. 

 

In 2015, the shoreline area was greatly expanded by adding a 



 

connecting bed on the east side of the yard that ran from the 

shoreline up to the house’s foundation plantings.  This area 

has been planted with a mixture of native shrubs, native 

perennials and native grasses and sedges.  This naturalized 

area is now home to a host of birds, butterflies and other 

pollinators.  

 

Another older bed on the property began by simply 

surrounding 3 trees and planting the area with native woodland 

plants which do well in shady conditions.  

Some of the practices that Barb has initiated on the property to 

reduce waterfront runoff include: 

 Native plants are prioritized because of their deep root 

systems that are especially good for preventing erosion.  Also, 

once established, they do not require as much maintenance 

as other perennials.  

 Fertilizer is only applied to containers, not to any of the garden 

beds; nutrient-rich water from the lake is more than enough to 

fertilize the plantings  

 Compost is applied to improve and build healthy soil, which in 

turn, aids in water retention  

 Leaves are raked and shredded in the fall and applied the 

following spring as mulch for the plantings instead of using 

bark mulch  

 A rain barrel collects rain runoff from the roof and is used to 

water containers  

 Lawn clippings are bagged so they aren’t blown into the lake 

water  

 Pesticides are not used to encourage a healthy environment 

for pollinators 



 

  

 

  

 



  

   

 


