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January 21, 2021 
 
To the Board of Directors 
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority 
Diamond Bar, California 
 
We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities and the general fund of the  
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority (the Authority) for the year ended June 30, 2020. Professional 
standards require that we provide you with information about our responsibilities under generally accepted 
auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards and the Uniform Guidance, as well as certain 
information related to the planned scope and timing of our audit. We have communicated such information 
in our letter to you dated January 28, 2021. Professional standards also require that we communicate to 
you the following information related to our audit. 
 
Significant Audit Matters 
 
Qualitative Aspects of Accounting Practices  
 
Management is responsible for the selection and use of appropriate accounting policies. The significant 
accounting policies used by the Authority are described in the notes to the financial statements. No new 
accounting policies were adopted, and the application of existing policies was not changed during fiscal 
year 2019-2020.  
 
We noted no transactions entered into by the Authority during the year for which there is a lack of 
authoritative guidance or consensus. All significant transactions have been recognized in the financial 
statements in the proper period. 
 
Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepared by management and are 
based on management’s knowledge and experience about past and current events and assumptions about 
future events. Certain accounting estimates are particularly sensitive because of their significance to the 
financial statements and because of the possibility that future events affecting them may differ significantly 
from those expected.  
 
The financial statement disclosures are neutral, consistent, and clear. 
 
Difficulties Encountered in Performing the Audit  
 
We encountered no significant difficulties in dealing with management in performing and completing our 
audit. 
 
Corrected and Uncorrected Misstatements  
 
Professional standards require us to accumulate all misstatements identified during the audit, other than 
those that are clearly trivial, and communicate them to the appropriate level of management. No 
misstatements were found.  
 



 
To the Board of Directors 
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority 
Diamond Bar, California 
 
Management Representations  
 
We have requested, certain representations from management that are included in the management 
representation letter dated January 21, 2021. 
 
Management Consultations with Other Independent Accountants  
 
In some cases, management may decide to consult with other accountants about auditing and accounting 
matters, similar to obtaining a “second opinion” on certain situations. If a consultation involves application 
of an accounting principle to the Authority’s financial statements or a determination of the type of auditor’s 
opinion that may be expressed on those statements, our professional standards require the consulting 
accountant to check with us to determine that the consultant has all the relevant facts. To our knowledge, 
there were no such consultations with other accountants. 
 
Other Audit Findings or Issues  
 
We generally discuss a variety of matters, including the application of accounting principles and auditing 
standards, with management each year prior to retention as the Authority’s auditors. However, these 
discussions occurred in the normal course of our professional relationship and our responses were not a 
condition to our retention. 
 
Other Matters  
 
We applied certain limited procedures to budgetary comparison schedule for the General Fund which is 
required supplementary information (RSI) that supplements the basic financial statements. Our procedures 
consisted of inquiries of management regarding the methods of preparing the information and comparing 
the information for consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial 
statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We did 
not audit the RSI and do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the RSI.   
 
New Accounting Standards 
 
The following new Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) pronouncements were effective for 
fiscal year 2019-2020 audit: 
 

GASB Statement No. 95, Postponement of Effective Dates of Certain Authoritative Guidance 
 

The following pronouncements have been postponed as a temporary relief to governments and other 
stakeholders in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the new effective date is reflected in the following fiscal 
years and should be reviewed for proper implementation by management: 

 
Fiscal year 2021 

 
GASB Statement No. 84, Fiduciary Activities. 
 
GASB Statement No. 90, Majority Equity Interests - an Amendment of GASB Statement Nos. 14 
and 61. 



 
To the Board of Directors 
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority 
Diamond Bar, California 
 

Fiscal year 2022 
 
GASB Statement No. 87, Leases. 
 
GASB Statement No. 89, Accounting for Interest Cost Incurred before the End of a Construction 
Period. 
 

Fiscal year 2023 
 
GASB Statement No. 91, Conduit Debt Obligations. 

 
Restriction on Use 
 
This information is intended solely for the use of the Board of Directors and management of the Authority 
and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified parties.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
Brea, California 
 

kristinas
Cross-Out
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 
OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING AND ON COMPLIANCE AND OTHER MATTERS 

BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

 
To the Board of Directors 
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority 
Diamond Bar, California 
 
We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States  
of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental 
activities and the general fund information of the Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority (the Authority) as 
of and for the year ended June 30, 2020, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively 
comprise the Authority’s basic financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated  
January 21, 2021. 
 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Authority’s internal 
control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, but 
not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Authority’s internal control. 
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Authority’s internal control. 
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management 
or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, 
misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in 
internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of the entity’s 
financial statements will not be prevented or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A significant 
deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe than a 
material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or, significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses 
may exist that have not been identified. 
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Authority’s financial statements are free from 
material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
financial statements. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an 
objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed 
no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under  
Government Auditing Standards. 



 
To the Board of Directors 
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority 
Diamond Bar, California 
 
Purpose of this Report 
 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the Authority’s internal 
control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering the Authority’s internal control and compliance. 
Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 
 

 

Brea, California 
January 21, 2021 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT 
 

To the Board of Directors 
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority 
Diamond Bar, California 
 
Report on the Financial Statements 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and the general 
fund information of the Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority (the Authority) as of and for the year ended 
June 30, 2020, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the Authority’s 
basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents. 
 
Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the 
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted 
our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement. 
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, including the assessment 
of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making 
those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair 
presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal 
control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of 
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. 
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
audit opinions. 
 
Opinions 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities and the general fund information of the  
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority as of June 30, 2020, and the respective changes in financial 
position for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the  
United States of America. 
 
 



 
To the Board of Directors 
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority 
Diamond Bar, California 
 
Other Matters 
 
Required Supplementary Information 
 
Management has omitted the Management’s Discussion and Analysis that accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America require to be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements. Such missing information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by 
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial 
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical 
context. Our opinion on the basic financial statements is not affected by this missing information. 
 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the budgetary 
comparison schedule of the Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority be presented to supplement the basic 
financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by 
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board, who considers it to be an essential part of financial 
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical 
context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of 
inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for 
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other 
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion or 
provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient 
evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 
 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated  
January 21, 2021 on our consideration of the Authority’s internal control over financial reporting and on our 
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and 
other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on internal 
control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Authority’s internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance. 
 

 

Brea, California 
January 21, 2021 
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TRES HERMANOS CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION AND GOVERNMENTAL FUND BALANCE SHEET
JUNE 30, 2020

General Statement of
Fund Adjustments Net Position

Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents 167,386$           -$                       167,386$           
Accounts receivable 154,845             -                         154,845             
Prepaid expenses 1,575                 -                         1,575                 
Capital assets -                         41,650,000        41,650,000        

Total Assets 323,806$           41,650,000        41,973,806        

Liabilities and Fund Balance:
Liabilities:
Accounts payable 33,734$             -                         33,734               
Unearned revenue 248,488             -                         248,488             

Total Liabilities 282,222             -                         282,222             

Fund Balance:
Unassigned 41,584               (41,584)              -                         

Total Fund Balance 41,584               (41,584)              -                         

Total Liabilities and Fund Balance 323,806$           

Net Position:
Investment in capital assets 41,650,000        41,650,000        
Unrestricted 41,584               41,584               

Total Net Position 41,691,584$      41,691,584$      

The notes to financial statements are an integral part of this statement.
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TRES HERMANOS CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

 General 
Fund  Adjustments 

 Statement of 
Activities 

Revenues:
Member contributions 117,846$           -$                       117,846$           
Rental income 7,777                 -                         7,777                 
Investment income 54                      -                         54                      
Reimbursements 737                    -                         737                    

Total Revenues 126,414             -                         126,414             

Expenditures/Expenses:
General government:

Professional services 19,224               -                         19,224               
Legal services 17,941               -                         17,941               
Legal services - extraordinary 22,826               -                         22,826               
Contractual services 123,959             -                         123,959             
Security services 35,201               -                         35,201               
Office supplies and software 1,071                 -                         1,071                 
Utilities 8,327                 -                         8,327                 

Total Expenditures/Expenses 228,549             -                         228,549             

Change in Net Position (102,135)            -                         (102,135)            

Fund Balance/Net Position - Beginning 143,719             41,650,000        41,793,719        

Fund Balance/Net Position - Ending 41,584$             41,650,000$      41,691,584$      

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2020

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENTAL FUND
REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE

The notes to financial statements are an integral part of this statement.
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TRES HERMANOS CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
JUNE 30, 2020 

 
Note 2: Cash and Cash Equivalents 
 

Demand Deposits 
 

At June 30, 2020, the carrying amount of the Authority’s deposits was $167,386 and the 
bank balance was $173,032. The $5,646 difference represents the net effect of reconciling 
items such as outstanding checks and deposits in transit.  

 
Note 3: Capital Assets 
 

The City of Industry purchased the Ranch from the Successor Agency to Industry’s  
Urban-Development Agency in the amount of $41,650,000 in fiscal year 2018-2019. As part of 
the Settlement Agreement, Chino Hills and Diamond Bar contributed to the purchase 10% of the 
purchase price.  

 
Note 4: Maintenance Cost Member Share 
 

For Fiscal Year 2019-2020 per Chapter 4. Funding and Administration, 4.1 Funding:  
  
Contributions include an equal one-third payment from each member for the reasonable annual 
and recurring maintenance of the Ranch, for insurance, legal costs, and administration costs of 
the Authority and a reasonable reserve as established by the Board. Such costs shall be 
specified in the annual budget approved by the Authority, which is in accordance with the Joint 
Powers Agreement. 
  
In fiscal year 2019-2020, the Maintenance Cost Member Share of each Member was as follows: 
the City of Industry contributed $37,869, the City of Chino Hills contributed $20,109, and the  
City of Diamond Bar was not required to contribute anything at the time of the adopted budget 
due to having a sufficient balance for the fiscal year. Pursuant to the Amended and Restated 
Tres Hermanos Conservation Authority Joint Powers Agreement Section 5.4, expenditures shall 
be within the limitations of the approved annual budget, and as required for emergency repairs, 
or as such the Board amends budget. Upon review of expenditures through the second quarter 
of Fiscal Year 2019-2020, additional contributions were made; the City of Industry contributed 
$21,354, the City of Chino Hills contributed $21,639, and the City of Diamond Bar contributed 
$16,875. 
  

Note 5: Related Party Transactions 
 

At June 30, 2020, the City of Industry was reimbursed $7,453 for trash services, and the  
City of Chino Hills was reimbursed $3,292 for water services. 
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TRES HERMANOS CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

BUDGETARY COMPARISON SCHEDULE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2020

Variance with
Final Budget

Actual Positive
Original Final Amounts (Negative)

Budgetary Fund Balance, July 1 119,815$           143,719$           143,719$           -$                       

Resources (Inflows):
Member contributions 57,978               117,846             117,846             -                         
Rental income 7,500                 7,700                 7,777                 77                      
Interest income -                         -                         54                      54                      
Reimbursements -                         -                         737                    737                    

Amounts Available for Appropriations 185,293             269,265             270,133             868                    

Charges to Appropriations (Outflow):
General government:

Professional services 19,593               19,593               19,224               369                    
Legal services 20,001               21,340               17,941               3,399                 
Legal services - extraordinary 40,000               47,337               22,826               24,511               
Contractual services 64,203               134,075             123,959             10,116               
Security services 30,786               34,587               35,201               (614)                   
Office supplies and software 870                    2,091                 1,071                 1,020                 
Utilities 9,840                 10,242               8,327                 1,915                 

Total Charges to Appropriations 185,293             269,265             228,549             40,716               

Budgetary Fund Balance, June 30 -$                       -$                       41,584$             41,584$             

Budget Amounts

8



TRES HERMANOS CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
 
NOTES TO REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
JUNE 30, 2020 

 
Stewardship, Compliance and Accountability 
 
The Executive Director directs the preparation of the Authority operating budget that is approved by the Board 
annually. 
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