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Town of Wheelock 
Town Meeting  

Minutes 
March 7, 2023 

Moderator, Peter Miller, opened the meeting at 9am with welcome and overview of Robert’s Rule of 
Order. 

Article 1. Carol Rossi made a motion to elect Peter Miller for a 1 year term as Moderator. The motion 
was seconded by Steve Amos. All in favor. Motion carried.  

The Moderator then asked permission of the assembly for Dennis Labounty, VT Sate Representative to 
speak.  

Mr. Labounty introduced himself as a lifelong resident of the Northeast Kingdom. He informed the 
assembly of the newly formed district Caledonia – 3 which includes Lyndon, Newark, Sheffield, Sutton 
and Wheelock. He discussed the work and key priorities he’s been working on this legislative session, 
which include the Housing Recovery Program and Paid Family and Medical Leave Insurance. He also 
introduced the new 2 year study relating to the Affordable Heat Act.  

Article 2. Carol Rossi made a motion to adopt Article 2 regarding the General Fund budget 
($139,438.82), as written. The motion was seconded by Kim Crady-Smith. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion: Carol Rossi made a comment regarding the increase in the Sexton contract. She noted that 
she has had trouble reaching the Sexton for questions regarding corner markers for her plot. She hoped 
that the Board had better communications with the Sexton. Vanessa Seguin stated that the Cemetery 
Task Force, together with Jonathan Perkins, have provided a draft policy to the Selectboard for review 
and consideration. She stated that it includes information regarding price, requirement for corner 
markers, procedures for purchasing a plot, etc. She also stated that anyone requesting to purchase a 
plot during the winter months are asked to come back in the Spring, a time when the Sexton is able to 
measure the proposed lot and confirm its availability. Jack Smith informed Carol of where he purchased 
his corner stones. 

Article 3. Kim Crady-Smith made a motion to Adopt Article 3 regarding the Highway Fund budget 
($368,777.28), as written. The motion was seconded by James Mitchell.  All in favor. Motion carried.  

Discussion: David Lee asked about State Aid Resurfacing. Vanessa Seguin pointed out the supplemental 
income received from the state in the 2023 proposed budget. Owen Montgomery asked if the budget 
includes grants. Ann Lawless stated that the budget does not income grant income or expenses, because 
no grants are guaranteed. 

Article 4 – Officers Required by Law. 

Clerk – 3 Year Term: Carol Rossi nominated Vanessa Seguin for the 3-year Clerk position. Jack Smith 
made a motion that nominations cease and one ballot be cast for Vanessa Seguin. The motion was 
seconded by Eileen Boland.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer -3 Year Term: Kim Crady-Smith nominated Vanessa Seguin for the 3-year Treasurer position.  
Jack Smith made a motion that nominations cease and one ballot be cast for Vanessa Seguin. The 
motion was seconded by Carol Rossi.  Motion carried. 

Selectboard – 3 Year Term: Jack Smith nominated Andy Buteau for the 3-year Selectboard seat.  
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Ann Lawless nominated Mike Richardson for the 3-year Selectboard seat.  

Jack Smith called for a paper ballot. 

Discussion: Kim Crady-Smith asked for an introduction by the two nominees. 

Andy Buteau introduced himself to the assembly. He stated he has over 12 years SB experience in 
municipal settings including the roles as road commissioner, selectboard and assessor to name a few in 
addition to participating in effort to obtaining $3M worth of road grants for a pervious town. He also 
stated that he is a people person and looking forward to offering a level of transparency to the people of 
Wheelock. 

Mike Richardson, incumbent, introduced himself to the assembly. He stated he both lives and runs his 
business in Wheelock. He stated that he feels he balances out the Board pretty well. He feels his 
strengths are listening to the people, even when the topics are heated and often times contested. He 
feels he works well with the other two board members and they are able to work together to deal with 
hard topics presented by the townspeople, and accomplish small but important steps in a movement 
forward. He stated he represents and appreciates all topics voiced by Wheelock people and appreciates 
listening to the words of the people, even if he doesn’t necessarily agree with their take on the topic. 

Carol Rossi then asked each candidate if they would be willing to sign a policy with regard to elected 
officials, such as the Selectboard, treating others with courtesy and respect. Both candidates agreed to 
such.  

Tanya Brewer then described a situation wherein one selectboard member treated another with 
disrespect at a public meeting. Others acknowledged the meeting described and recall a different 
interpretation of what happened. 

PAPER BALLOT VOTE RESULTS: 

Mike Richardson: 23  Andy Buteau: 36  

Lister – 3 Year Term: Carol Rossi nominated Tanya Brewer for the 3-year Lister position. Atti Seguin 
made a motion that nominations cease and one ballot be cast for Tanya Brewer. The motion was 
seconded by Steve Amos. Motion carried. 

Auditor – 3 Year Term: Kim Crady-Smith nominated Enid Ellis for the 3-year Auditor position.  Kim 
Crady-Smith then made a motion that nominations cease and one ballot be cast for Enid Ellis. The 
motion was seconded by Eileen Boland. Motion carried. 

Auditor – 2 Year Term: Eileen Boland nominated Steve Amos for the 2-year auditor position. Barb Miller 
then made a motion that nominations cease and one ballot be cast for Steve Amos. Motion Carried. 

Delinquent Tax Collector – 1 Year Term: Kim Crady-Smith nominated Emily Purdy for the 1-year 
Delinquent Tax Collector position. Sharon Fialco made a motion that nominations cease and one ballot 
be cast for Emily Purdy. The motion was seconded by Carol Rossi.  Motion carried. 

1st Constable – 1 Year Term: Steve Amos nominated Charlie Lacillade for the First Constable position. 
Kim Crady-Smith made a motion that nominations cease and one ballot be cast for Charlie Lacillade. The 
motion was seconded by Carol Rossi. Motion carried. 
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2nd Constable – 1 Year Term: Tune Faulker nominated Atti Seguin for the Second Constable position. 
Marina Cole made a motion that nominations cease and one ballot be case for Atti Seguin. The motion 
was seconded by Donna Camber. Motion carried. 

Discussion: Jack Mitchell questioned why the election of grand juror, agent to convey real estate, and 
agent to prosecute and defend were left off the warning. Vanessa Seguin stated that they are not 
required my statute to be on there and may be appointed by Selectboard at their first organizational 
meeting.  

Article 5. Steve Amos made a motion to adopt Article 5 as written. The motion was seconded by Jim 
Mitchell. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Article 6. Jack Smith made a motion to adopt Article 6 as written. Kim Crady-Smith seconded the 
motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Jack Smith asked for an amendment to the Article stating that the balance in the reserve account may 
be misleading since the Selectboard has withdrawn $110,000 for the loader purchase. Vanessa Seguin 
stated the annual report, is a report of Town financials as of December 31, 2022 and further stated that 
the withdrawal had not taken place before December 31, 2022.  

The call for an amendment failed by the assembly. 

Article 7. Steven Amos made a motion to adopt Article 7 as written. Eileen Boland seconded the motion. 
Motion failed. 

 Discussion: Steve Amos asked the Selectboard if this pertained to only the Town Hall, and whether this 
covered grounds as well as buildings. Ann Lawless stated the intent would be for it to cover all facilities, 
not just the Town Hall and Jim Blackbird stated that the intent is for this to pertain to buildings only. 

Carol Rossi asked if this fund would be “under the control and direction of the Selectboard”. The 
Selectboard agreed that is the intent, similar to other reserve articles established by the people for 
similar purposes. 

It was further discussed that the terms of Statute 24 VSA Sec 2804 imply that the Selectboard is agent of 
such funds. 

David Lee called for an amendment to Article 7 and made a motion to add (a) after the 2804. The 
motion was seconded by Kim Crady-Smith. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Article 8. Steve Amos made a motion to adopt Article 8 as written. Jack Smith seconded this motion. All 
in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion: Marina Cole asked if the Selectboard would consider adopting a policy that clearly spelled 
out the terms of such reserve fund at their next meeting; to include what the purpose is, what it covers 
and examples of approved expenditures from said reserve fund. The board agreed they would be in 
favor of doing the same.  

Article 9. Marina Cole made a motion to adopt Article 9 as written. The motion was seconded by Jack 
Smith. All in favor. Motion carried.  

Discussion: Jack Smith and Steve Amos acknowledge the services of Lyndon Rescue to be extremely 
beneficial to our small community and thanked them. 
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Article 10. Carol Rossi made a motion to pass Article 10 as written. The motion was seconded by Kim 
Crady-Smith. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion: Carol Rossi shared her many thanks to the volunteer fire department. Shane Lanphere, Fire 
Chief, spoke briefly about the services of the fire department along with the never-ending need for 
more volunteers.  

Article 11. Steve Amos made a motion to pass Article 11 as written. The motion was seconded by Scott 
Lang. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion: Steve Amos asked if Sheffield is appropriating the same amount toward the transfer station 
operations. Vanessa Seguin confirmed they were and also mentioned the increase in each town’s 
appropriation was a result of a bulk bag purchase. 

Carol Rossi asked the joint boards to consider the hours of operation of the transfer station. Her 
research showed our transfer station is open more than other small transfer stations in the surrounding 
area and as a result, it is costing both towns more. 

Article 12. Tune Faulkner made a motion to pass Article 12 as written. The motion was seconded by 
Steve Amos. All in favor. Motion carried.  

Article 13. Carol Rossi made a motion to pass Article 13 as written. The motion was seconded by Kim 
Crady-Smith.  All in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion: Emily Purdy and Vanessa Seguin explained the modified language to Article 13 from years 
past. Previously the article stated a “30 day grace period”, but they suggested to the Board modifying 
the language to instead read  “…to December 31”, because of the potential delay in the Treasurer 
getting everything turned over to the Delinquent Tax Collector for collections. They felt an exact date 
would provide more clarity for both the collector and the delinquent tax payer.  

Article 14. Tune Faulkner made a motion to pass Article 14 as written. The motion was seconded by Toni 
Masure. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Article 15. Steve Amos made a motion to pass Article 15 as written. The motion was seconded by 
Wendy Bora. All in favor. Motion carried.  

Article 16. Tune Faulker made a motion to pass Article 16 as written. The motion was seconded by Toni 
Masure. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion: Carol Rossi stated that the Cobleigh Public Library is a municipal library funded by the Town 
of Lyndon taxpayers and any contribution Wheelock makes would likely lessen the burden of said 
Lyndon taxpayers. She then proposed to amend to Article 16; wherein the motion would be modified to 
raise and appropriate $250 to Cobleigh Public Library and $500 to the Friends of Miller’s Run School for 
books for the children attending Miller’s Run School.  

The proposed amendment was overruled by the Moderator; stating that the extent of the modification 
varied greatly from the original proposed article.  

Kim Crady-Smith announces that there was private donation of books from Sheffield and Wheelock 
residents to students attending Miller’s Run School during COVID. 
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Article 17. Tune Faulkner made a motion to pass Article 17 as written. The motion was seconded by 
Eileen Boland.  All in favor. Motion carried.  

Article 18 – Discussion Only. 

Peter Miller introduced Article 18 regarding the adopting of flood zone bylaws. He stated that this item 
is by Australian Ballot only and there will be no floor vote; however, VT law allows for the discussion of 
said article. 

Jack Smith questioned the timing of the adoption of the bylaws; stating he believed there were new 
maps coming out. Ann Lawless confirmed there are expected to be drafts of new maps coming soon, but 
they have confirmed there are no significant anticipated changes for Wheelock.  

John Pohlman and Wayne Smith both stated that they believe very few would benefit from this for of 
regulation and believe it will be difficult for Wheelock considering we have never had zoning. Donna 
Camber questioned the 100-year flood plain and how many times these properties actually flood. Paul 
Lincolnhut and Nancy Young agree that they consider this a gateway for government-controlled 
overreach.  

Carol Rossi stated that she brought this voter backed petition to the Selectboard for inclusion on the 
warning for Town Meeting because, in her time as Town Clerk, she has had two families who are in the 
designated flood area plead with her to help bring this forth to the current selectboard because they are 
paying more for their monthly flood insurance than their mortgage. She also stated that two prior 
selectboards have voted to adopt this, but never followed through with it.  

She also stated that she believes the whole town would benefit from the adoption of these bylaws. She 
compared the “form of regulation” to the Current Use program, wherein 96 properties in Wheelock are 
enrolled, voluntarily.   

Ann Lawless discussed some additional benefits the town would receive should they adopt the flood 
zone bylaws and enroll into the National Flood Insurance Program, which (in summary) include, 
additional grant funding when a federally-declared natural disaster occurs, the marketability of the 14 
properties affected to help the grand list, and the ability for anyone in Wheelock to purchase flood 
insurance 

After no further discussions, Lorraine Poulin made a motion to pass over this Article. The motion was 
seconded by Carol Rossi. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Article 19 – Discussion Only: 

Peter Miller introduced Article 19 regarding a loan to purchase a new 10-wheel dump truck. He stated 
that this item is by Australian Ballot only and there will be no floor vote; however, VT law allows for the 
discussion of said article. 

Jack Smith asked how much we’ve spent on the ‘09 International and what have we replaced. Jim 
Blackbird stated we have spent nearly $80K in the last 4 years and further mentioned 
repairs/replacements include the following: dump body, rear suspension and most recently the 
transmission, along with many other smaller but costly repairs. 

Jack Smith and Carol Rossi questioned whether we really need another 10-wheel dump truck and 
propose a 6-wheel dump truck; stating perhaps some of our narrower roads are better suited by a 
smaller truck. Steve Amos acknowledged that the Board had considered a 6-wheel dump truck some 
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time ago, and determined it was not economical given the number of additional trips it would need to 
return to the pit due to its smaller hauling capacity. 

Carol Rossi stated that she does support purchasing a truck now given the timeline of equipment 
needing replacement, and the fact that we will need a new grader next.  

Wayne Smith stated that he hopes the South Wheelock Road gets the attention it deserves. He stated 
the road has 10x more traffic now then it ever has. He hopes the Selectboard and Road Crew will 
consider the quality of the material being put on the road to improve the conditions and pot holes.  

After no further discussions, Steve Amos made a motion to pass over this Article. The motion was 
seconded by Jack Smith. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Article 20. Lorraine Poulin asked why there were no names listed in the Vitals Statistics page in the 
Town Report. Carol Rossi mentioned she was advised to take it out while she was clerk 4 years ago. 
Vanessa Seguin stated that it is her preference and it was a matter of respectfulness. She also stated 
that it is a financial report, as required by law, rather than a community report. Tanya Brewer of the 
Wheelock Community Initiative, stated they may be interested in doing something to represent 
marriages, deaths and births – similar to the “Welcome Baskets” they do for new residents moving into 
town. 

After no further discussions, Scott Lang made a motion to pass over this Article. The motion was 
seconded by Steve Amos. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Eileen Boland ended the meeting with a presentation on NEK Broadband. 

Adjourn. Steve Amos made a motion to adjourn Town Meeting at 12:20 PM. The motion was seconded 
by Carol Rossi. All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

___________________________________ 
Vanessa Seguin, Clerk 

 

 

 

 


