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Town of Wheelock 
Selectboard Meeting 

Tuesday, February 7, 2023 6:00 PM  
Wheelock Town Hall and via Zoom 

 

Present: Ann Lawless (SB), Mike Richardson (SB), Mark Buonanno (HWY), Vanessa Seguin (CLRK), 
Enid Ellis, Carol Rossi, Eileen Boland (Zoom), Tanya Brewer (Zoom) 

AL called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  

Changes to the Agenda: 1.) Request from Millers Run School to have violinists perform to open Town 
Meeting 2023; 2.) Approval of Liquor and Tobacco License for Wheelock Village Store; 3.) Septic Tank 
Contract and Pump. 

VS presented a request from Patrick Ham for the violinists at Miller’s Run School to potentially be 
present and perform at Town Meeting 2023. Everyone agreed it was a great idea. AL made a motion to 
accept the request. MR seconded the motion. All in favor. 

Roads: MB gave an update on truck repairs. He stated the ‘09 is at Lyndon Truck Center since last week 
drive shaft and transmission issues. The truck had to be towed and there will be an incoming expense 
for that as well as the repair. He also stated the ‘19 truck having some minor issues, but they are fixing 
them. He stated Sheffield helping take care of Allard Hill and Stannard is willing to help as needed if they 
are able. MB stated that the repairs on the grader have been done and the grader has been returned. 
Septic Alarm: MB stated the septic Alarm has gone off at the Town Garage, which indicates the holding 
tank is full. He got quotes from Royal Flush, Caplans and Juddy’s. Juddy’s and Caplans came in at the 
same price – at $335 per pump. MB suggested Juddy’s since we do business with them already at the 
Town Hall, and they were the lowest price point. MB presented the Selectboard with a contract 
between Juddy’s and the Town for 3 pumps per year at $335 each pump. MB also noted this is a line 
item in the 2023 budget because we anticipated costs associated with this. AL made a motion to enter 
into the presented contract with Juddy’s. The motion was seconded by MR. All in favor. 

South Wheelock Road Grant Project – With respect to the Class 2 Roadway Grant that Wheelock was 
awarded last year ($130,000 +/-), MB stated he obtained bids from VT Recreational Surfacing and 
Lafayette for the guardrail portion of the project. Both companies met with Mark and reviewed the 
scope of the work. VT Rec quoted the Town (last year) $104,000 +/- to do the guardrails work, which 
figure was used to produce the mock budget for the total project. MB stated he asked VT Rec to update 
the quote for the purpose of tonight’s meeting. He did not receive an updated quote. Lafayette did 
however come up with a quote for the same guardrail project and it cheaper than VT Rec’s original 
quote at $96,757. They also presented the Town with a cheaper route using used, in good condition, 
guardrails, which would save about $6,300. 

MB also stated that he originally thought the Town Crew could do the flagging for this project, but now 
is thinking it might be more efficient to hire it out. Both companies require someone to flag.  

MR made a motion to go with Lafayette to install the NEW guardrails as per their quote and as part of 
this project, and seek bids for outside source of flagging. The motion was seconded by AL. All in favor. 
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VS to follow up with Shauna Clifford to be sure we’re good to go to start entering into contracts for this 
project. 

SB will continue to work with Mark on future grant applications and project ideas. 

Highway Mileage Certificate & Codes and Standards Certificate. No changes on the Highway Mileage 
Certificate. MR made a motion to sign the DMV Milage Certificate and Codes & Standards Certificate. 
The motion was seconded by AL. All in favor.  

Access Policy: Tabled. 

Town Hall ADA Project: AL stated she and JB met with Paul Trudell of Silver Ridge Architects and Tim 
Angell, Fire Marshall, at a warned meeting on January 30th, 2023 to go over the most recent plans. After 
a review of the plans it was determined that the Fire Marshall would require an additional layer of 
sheathing/drywall between the top floor and basement. He also confirmed that the front stairs from the 
basement to the upstairs hall do not need to be enclosed or lead directly outside. He said he would need 
to confirm the number of bathrooms required per our building capacity. Other topics included location 
of lift, location of the stairs to the basement, inconsistent risers on front steps leading from basement to 
hall, and rise and platform for new outside steps.   Also discussed were the following topics: cracked 
foundation, flooding basement and need for corrective action prior to installing lift, need to ensure 
plans will not affect historic status, the need to keep and maintain handicap ramp as a 2nd means of 
egress, and Phase 2 proposal from Silver Ridge Architects. 

AL then gave a brief update on the grants related to this project. 

REDI Grant- AL resubmitted her letter of interest/intent. Maria Noth approved our letter and they 
assigned us consultant Karen Geraghty.  

VCPD Access Mod Grant – AL reached out to Nathan Cleveland, VCDP Regional Administrator, who 
encouraged us to apply. AL sent in the pre-app form on February 1st. He suggested working on the 
Environmental Review asap.   

AL wrote to Laura Treischman, of the VT Division for Historic Preservation asking for preliminary review 
concerning the proposed plans. After a few back-and-forth emails, it was ultimately decided a zoom 
meeting should be scheduled with AL, Silver Ridge Architects and Laura and VDHP review team. Will be 
scheduled asap. 

VS asked who determines if an environmental review is required? CR mentions it should be a Section 
106 consultant and AL states that VTDHP would provide us with a list of approved consultants. MR 
mentions there may not be a requirement since we are not changing the footprint of the plan. AL 
believes this will be explored further during her meeting with Laura Treischman.  

VCDP does requires the public hearing process. AL is hoping to learn more with a telephone conference 
with Karen Geraghty  and Nathan scheduled for later this week.  

Bruhn Grant –AL had heard back from Meg Campbell about what the easement entails, but we will be 
working with Jenna Lapachinski on the grant proposal. In a conversation with her AL mentioned that the 
Access Mod Grant will covers ADA accommodations, but Wheelock still has needs related to the overall 
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project that are not necessarily “ADA” (example: drainage and cracked foundation).  Jenna L agreed 
those would be approved projects associated with the overall ADA project.   

Silver Ridge Architects Phase 2 Proposal. AL presented Phase 2 Proposal from Silver Ridge Architects 
which consists of the development of construction documents that will be ready for the competitive 
bidding process. The total cost to the Town for Phase 2 is $10,200 plus reimbursables. Phase 2 proposal 
is attached hereto and incorporated herein. 

Discussion:  

AL mentioned there are additional needs not included in the proposal, to include adequate lighting up 
stairs. CR stated that CJ Aubin presented a proposal for more suitable lighting. But the decision by the 
Board at the time, was to keep the historic lighting, which prevents ultra bright lighting. She also noted 
the stage does not have historical lighting, and therefore could be altered. 

CR requested the Board strongly consider discussing this Phase 2 at Town Meeting before the people. 
She asked what was driving the speed of this project since the Department of Justice was “off our back”. 
AL and MR agreed presenting the idea at town meeting would be a great idea, but do not think that 
entering into Phase 2 with Silver Ridge Architects should be held up and furthermore should not have 
any effect on any non-binding discussions at Town Meeting.  

CR also shared her concern that this project may compromise the basement floor plan enough so that 
future plans for additional office space cannot be made. The Selectboard acknowledged her concern and 
thanked her for sharing. AL and MR both feel like this project is a small piece to a big puzzle and that 
phased projects, over time, seem to be more appealing to the people. AL suggested that they are doing 
ONLY what was required to become accessible, because that is what the voters expressed at the March 
Discussion Session post town meeting. 

MR made a motion to accept the proposal from SRD Phase 2 using the funds from our Construction 
Documents Fund. The motion was seconded by AL. All in favor. 

Liquor and Tobacco License: VS Presented the Selectboard with the Wheelock Village Store Second Class 
Liquor License application and their Tobacco License application. AL made a motion to approve the 
Application of John and Judith Power Wheelock Village Store for the Second Class Liquor License and 
Tobacco License. The motion was seconded by MR. All in favor. 

Plans for Informational Meeting: The Selectboard will host an informational meeting on the two 
Australian Ballot items on the Town Meeting Warning. The informational meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, March 1, 2023 at 6:00 PM. It is not warned as a Zoom meeting, but there will be Zoom 
hosting. The two items to be discussed are Articles 18 and 19 on the warning. The meeting is hosted by 
the Selectboard and they did not feel like the moderator was needed. 

Joint SB Meeting with Sheffield: This item was tabled – considering the transfer station budget has 
already been proposed.  

March SB Meeting: The Selectboard decided to reschedule their regular March meeting due to the 
conflict with Town Meeting on the same day. The regular March Selectboard meeting will take place on 
March 14th 2023. 
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Resignations: AL made a motion to accept resignation of Paul Tomasi as auditor. The motion was 
seconded by MR. All in favor. The position will be filled at Town Meeting. 

AL made a motion to accept resignation of Steven Clark, Minutes Clerk and to appoint Vanessa Seguin. 
The motion was seconded by MR. All in favor. 

January Financial Reports: MR made a motion to accept the January financial reports presented by 
Treasurer. The motion was seconded by AL. All in favor. 

SW-KD Financial Report: AL made a motion to accept the SW-KD Annual Financial Report. The motion 
was seconded by MR. All in favor. 

Adopt Meeting Minutes: AL made a motion to adopt January 2023 meeting minutes. The motion was 
seconded by MR. All in favor. 

Adjourn: AL made motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 PM. MR seconded the motion. Meeting 
adjourned. 

 

        Respectfully Submitted, 

 

        ______________________________ 
        Vanessa Seguin, Minute Clerk 
Approved and Adopted Selectboard: 

__________________________________ 

 
__________________________________ 

 
__________________________________ 
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