JFrom Don O0’Connell - Chairman

Hello Friends & Neighbors,

It was last year about this time when a group of our neighbors
approached the Town Board with their concerns regarding short
term / vacation rentals popping up in the town. Their concern
was not so much over the practice of residents renting their
primary dwelling out for EAA as the reports of large real estate
companies buying up property with the sole intention of operating
them as short term / vacation rental units. The fear was the
proliferation of this type of housing in the town'’s residential areas
would lower property values, increase the frequency of nuisance
complaints and generally decrease the quality of life for those
actually living and raising families in the town.

The Board conducted some research into these concerns and
found that a handful of properties in the town had been operating
as short term rentals units without an abnormal frequency of
complaints. It was also learned that according to Wisconsin statutes,
the town’s zoning ordinances cannot be used to restrict how
housing units are operated. However, towns do have the authority
to impose regulations on the short term / vacation rental opera-
tions and also impose a 10% tax on rent collected on these units.

After careful consideration and study of area municipalities’
ordinances covering short term rentals along with discussions
with legal counsel and an operator of short term rentals in the
town, the board decided the adoption of a short term /vacation
rental ordinance was warranted. The goals of the ordinance are
three fold:

1. Allow the continuation of the rental of primary residences for
EAA. Primary residences rented for 10 or fewer days per year
are exempt from the ordinance, do not require a permit or
pay a fee.

2. Allow operators of properties that are rented for periods of
30 continuous days or less to operate as such after obtaining
a permit from the town. Operators of these properties that
show evidence that they have been operating these properties
as short term rental units prior to the date the town’s ordinance
went into effect would be exempt from the town ordinance.
However, Wisconsin statutes covering these rentals do still
apply. In this case, the town permit identifies a contact
person for these units in the event a situation arises at the
rental property.
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3. Allow future short term rental properties (rented for
periods of 30 days or less) to operate as such under the
provisions permitted by the town ordinance in addition
to Wisconsin statutes.

The ordinance was adopted by the Town Board in March,
was published in local newspapers in April and was made
effective in May. Details of the ordinance are available on
the Town Website. Operators of short term rentals are
encouraged to obtain the necessary permit as operating
without one is a violation of the town ordinance. Enforce-
ment of the ordinance will occur as follow up to complaints
received from neighbors of these units with any resulting
violations issued to the property owners.

The initial fee is $100 which is renewable annually for $50.
The Town Board chose not to pursue the tax which would
have been administrated by the Fox Valley Bureau of
Tourism. The permit fees are one time payments annually
and amount to much less than the tax, 90% of which would
have gone to the bureau. For the cost of the permit,

operators of existing short term rental property in the town
will be minimally effected by the ordinance.

Currently, the impact of absentee owners operating short
term rentals are being felt by many communities throughout
the country. Their impact on home affordability for residents
of Door County communities was presented at a recent
Wisconsin Town Association meeting. As a result of this and
other negative effects of absentee property ownership of
short term rentals, more cities and towns across the state
and country are expected to adopt ordinances to regulate

them.

Very Truly Yours,
Don O0’Connell, Chairman -

Town of Vinland - “The Heart of Wisconsin” .
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Greetings from the Town of Vinland Fire Department. It's
been airain

filled summer. but:looking forward into fall 1d
like to remind everyone that we have tickets for our annual
raffle for sale. You can find details on the Town’s website or
contact a fire department member to purchase tickets. Pro-
ceeds from the raffle will go to help purchase new equipment
for the department. Some of that equipment will likely end up
on our new fire truck, which is back from the paint shop and in
its final assembly stages at the manufacture. We are hoping
to take delivery of our new truck early this fall.

The Town of Vinland Fire Department and First Responders
have also placed an order for new radio equipment which
will include handheld radios and a radio for our new truck
along with chargers and batteries for our existing radios.
Money for this radio improvement came

=}
from funds that were distributed g E
from the Winnebago County Spirit Fund. 8 =
Here in the Town of Vinland we are very %—‘c%
fortunate to have a full roster of members. = 1'_73;_
We currently have three members participating E
in classes to become state certified firefighters =

which are a requirement for all of our firemen in

the town. They will also take part in classes to become
certified in the driving and operating of fire trucks and
equipment.

With fall comes along the cleanup of yard waste and leaves.
We ask that you be aware of when and where you burn, for
your safety, and to be considerate to your neighbors when
doing so.

| sincerely want to thank you for your past and continued
support of our department. .

Chief Chris Anderson

From Todd Devens - Supervisor 1

Hi, Summer is here with a lot of moisture. We have had a lot of water
issues in our ditches. The Town Board does their best to figure out
what needs to be addressed. The fact remains that the ditch can only
handle so much water in a short period of time. This year's monsoon
season should give us all a renewed appreciation for the role the
town’s storm water drainage system serves and a reminder that its
ditches need to be maintained to proper grade, width and depth. It is
with this in mind that the Town Board has approved changes to the
Town's Driveway, Culvert and Road Right of Way Ordinance.

The Town'’s road right of way includes that area of land typically within
33 feet in either direction of town road centerlines. Effective August
1, 2024, it will be illegal for any resident to excavate or hire a contrac-
tor to conduct excavation work within the road right of way. Culvert
installation is the primary reason for this type of work and it will still
be allowed. However, the town will contract Winnebago County to
perform the work. Residents still need to apply for a culvert permit
from the town. The town will contact the county to provide the culvert,
properly grade the ditch and install the culvert according to accepted
standards and practices. The county will bill the town for the work
which will invoice the property owner as part of the permit’s closure.
The benefits of having the county provide and install all culverts
include:

1. Culvert type and installation will be standardized across the
town and the installation at a specific site will also provide for
drainage needs upstream and downstream from the installation.

From SEICSTarr et TeTRrreasurc

2024 has been a great year for elections with 2 down and 2 to go. We
ffeqm%&ﬁﬁgmmingﬂﬁétsonsabsmmgé Wliile‘
absentee ballots get sent through the mail, in-person absentees are
voted in the Town Hall during office hours. People choose to vote in-per-
son absentee for various reasons including being out of town, having
another commitment, not wanting to travel because of potential inclement
weather, or stand in lines. Whatever the case, in-person voting is quick,
easy, and confidential. How it works. Come into the office and state you
would like to vote. Show photo ID to the clerk or deputy. We will issue the
ballot with a return certificate envelope and give instruction to com-
plete the ballot, seal it in the envelope, and then sign the certificate
envelope in front of the clerk or deputy. We will be your witness and
sign the envelope as well. We then put your sealed vote in a locked
vault and it doesn’t come out until 7 am on the day of the election.
Trained election inspectors then take the envelope and go through
the usual voting steps of stating your name and address, get a voting
number, open the envelope that is kept in a privacy folder and dis-
creetly enter the ballot into the machine. You can always check your
voting activity online at myvote.wi.gov. In-person absentee voting is

a safe way to vote without worrying about your ballot getting lost in
the mail. Just a reminder that if you choose to receive an absentee
ballot through the mail but want to drop it off in the office that is
acceptable, but you and only you can drop off the ballot. You cannot
have a friend or family member drop it off for you unless you are inca-
pacitated. All votes need to be dropped off by 8 pm on Election Day.
If you have your absentee ballot sent to you and you choose to mail
your voted ballot back, the USPS recommends mailing your absentee
ballot at least 1 week prior to the election. Any ballots received after
8 pm will not be counted. We are here to answer any questions you
have.

In-person absentee hours: Tuesday, July 30-Thursday, August 1,
9am-4pm and Monday, August 5-Thursday, August 8, 9am-4pm or
by appointment. Please get out and vote!

See you on August 13 and November 5! .
Maggie Starr

2. Property owners will bear the cost of the culvert and installation as they
currently do. However, the county does not profit from performing services for the
town. Therefore, the cost may be less than that of a private contractor.

Another change, requested by Winnebago County and approved by the Town Board
is to require all driveway aprons located in the road right of way that are paved in
the future to be of asphalt material. However, existing concrete aprons will be
allowed to remain in place. Asphalt causes less damage to county snow plows and
is easier to remove in the event work needs to be done in the ditch. As part of the
county's culvert installation, ditch depth and culvert diameter will be designed to
provide for sufficient top cover to prevent the culvert from heaving.

This year's rainfall has provided a significant test of the town’s storm water drainage
system which, after years of doing its thing virtually unnoticed, has areas in need

of some maintenance. You can help by keeping the culverts and ditches clear of
debris, leaves and grass clippings. There are also some sections of ditch that do not
have the capacity required to handle the excessive rainfall we have had this year.
Your help in identifying these areas by taking a photo and sending it to the town is
the first step in planning actions to increase the capacity of those ditches.

Is your address sign faded? Call me to get on the list for a new one!

| Please make sure your sign is visible from both directions and is
standing upright! If you have any questions on town issues, please call
me. I'll do my best to help. And as always, a FYI that the town board
meetings are the 2nd Monday at 7pm every month. Please attend.

®

| Todd Devens
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Stacy Frakes - Supervisor

Hello to all! | trust everyone is enjoying summer and all
the outdoor events that come with it! I'd like to remind
everyone to put our 175th Anniversary Celebration on
Saturday, September 14th, 2024, on your calendarl!!

See the attached invite of events for the afternoon.

An update concerning the book being written on the Town of
Vinland which has taken a few turns in recent months. First, the
Winchester Area Historical Society has decided that they will no
longer pursue the publishing of the “History of Vinland Township
book. They have turned the book project over to Dave Tovar, a
former Town of Vinland resident who now resides in the city of
Waupaca. Dave has been working diligently writing the towns
history and collecting historical documents and photographs.

At this point, he intends to make the book available free of
charge in some type of electronic format and is also looking

at the option of making it available as a print book for a fee.
Dave can be reached at dtovar@new.rr.com or 920-410-6601.

”

With all the precipitation we’'ve had I'd like to share a few words
from the DNR on private wells.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
encourages private well owners to consider testing their drinking
water after significant rainfall and flooding. Heavy rains, such as
those that swept through much of northern Wisconsin the past
week, can impact drinking water quality.

21

Flood waters and runoff contain bacteria and other contaminants
that can affect private water supplies and cause the spread of
waterborne illness, Wells located in pits, basements and low-lying
areas are especially susceptible to contamination.

Well owners who experience flooding or observe changes to the taste,
color or sediment levels in their water following heavy rainfall should
assume their well is contaminated and take the following steps:
¢ Stop drinking the water and find an TR TR
)
alternate source of safe water. :
* Disinfect your well. This procedure is best e
done by a licensed well driller or pump - \
installer with the expertise and equipment. .7
* Before resuming water consumption, sample
the well after pumping and disinfection = -y
to ensure its safety. N

-
—
Even without obvious signs of flooding, a well can become
contaminated. The DNR’'s Recommendations for Private Wells
Inundated by Flooding webpage provides information on how to
test and disinfect a private well after a flood event.

Testing Kits are available at the UWO 783 Pearl Ave., Oshkosh, WI
920-424-3148 for a nominal fee.

Be safe and hope to see you all at the 175th Anniversary
Celebration on Saturday, September 14th, 2024!

Stacy Frakes




